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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Spencer, William Bryon 

1907 WO – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQTV-JL3Z 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQTV-JL3Z
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92J-

J?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-TX65 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/30097785:9170?tid=153795331&pid=132035026899&queryId=e3c30f2cec583e62b5
1e282d3ff1b7fa&_phsrc=hFB58633&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097785:9170?tid=153795331&pid=132035026899&queryId=e3c30f2cec583e62b51e282d3ff1b7fa&_phsrc=hFB58633&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097785:9170?tid=153795331&pid=132035026899&queryId=e3c30f2cec583e62b51e282d3ff1b7fa&_phsrc=hFB58633&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097785:9170?tid=153795331&pid=132035026899&queryId=e3c30f2cec583e62b51e282d3ff1b7fa&_phsrc=hFB58633&_phstart=successSource
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Missing – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 3 Feb 1933 p 2 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 3 Feb 1934 p 2 

 
 
 
 

    
      Siblings: 
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Marriage of sister Adella Mae Spencer Kurszevski (1885-1974) to Louis Kurszevski on 7 Jun 1912 – 

“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 7 Jun 1912 p 9 
 

 
Obituary of sister Adella Mae Spencer Kurszevski – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 15 Jul 

1974 p 21 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 3 Jun 1953 p 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
Son of Aloysius & Adella (Spencer) Kurszevski – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 15 May 

1996 p 16 
 



10 
 

 

 
Daughter of Aloisious & Adella (Spencer) Kurszevski – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sunday 23 

Dec 2012 p B5 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 13 Nov 1963 p 21 
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Obituary of sister Alice Maud Spencer Lintelmann Smith/Schmitt (1887-1972) – “Oshkosh (WI) 

Northwestern” Tuesday 22 Aug 1972 p 24 
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Michigan obituaries of Alice Maud Spencer uses SCHMITT as her surname – left: “Ironwood (MI) 

Daily Globe” Tuesday 22 Aug 1972 p 10 and right: “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Friday 25 Aug 1972 p 
7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marriage of Alice Maud Spencer to August Henry Lintelmann on 24 Dec 1911 – “Bessemer (MI) 

Herald” Saturday 30 Dec 1911 p 5 
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Obituary of August Henry Lintelmann, the 1st husband of Alice Maud Spencer – “Bessemer (MI) 

Herald” Friday 5 Dec 1930 p 1 
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MI marriage record of Alice Maud Spencer Lintelmann to Jule A. Smith - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342161-
00811?pId=2385543 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342161-00811?pId=2385543
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342161-00811?pId=2385543
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Her apartment burned out, Mrs. Arthur Lintelmann is staying with Alice Spencer Lintelmann Smith 

(Mrs. Jule Smith) – “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Saturday 10 Feb 1951 p 1 
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Obituary of sister Vera Wilhelmina Spencer Cunningham (1894-1967) – 2 brothers (William & 
Edward) had preceded her in death - “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 1 May 1967 p 6  
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Marriage of brother John Hudson Spencer (1899-1976) to Leila Margaret Joubert – “Appleton (WI) 

Post-Crescent” Monday 20 Jan 1930 p 14 
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VA death record of Nina Belle Spencer Chesley (1902-1984) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006072_0316-
00420?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=57313ca588e078f930023b29d858d712&usePUB=tru

e&_phsrc=hFB58627&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1840282 
 
 

 
Sister Nina B. Spencer (Chesley) – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday 10 Dec 1921 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006072_0316-00420?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=57313ca588e078f930023b29d858d712&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58627&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1840282
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006072_0316-00420?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=57313ca588e078f930023b29d858d712&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58627&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1840282
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006072_0316-00420?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=57313ca588e078f930023b29d858d712&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58627&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1840282
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Friday 26 May 1922 p 1 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 28 Jun 1922 p 5 
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Obituary of sister Vivian Lenore Spencer Hillman (1908-1993) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Friday 23 Jul 1993 p 14 
 
 
Name:  William Bryon Spencer 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. D - corporal 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so William died without a number. 
Entered service from:  New London, Outagamie WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William B. Spencer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Mrs. Lewis Kurszevski, New London WI 
Missing in action – body not recovered after sinking of Tuscania 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born: 5 Nov 1896 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 
Address:  821 N. Water St., New London WI 
Rank/unit:   corporal, US Army AEF  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Nov 1896 Necedah, Juneau WI   
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania, missing in action - name on memorial in England   
Find A Grave: 56503907 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery:  Brookwood American Military Cemetery 
Tombstone:  Brookwood plaque: Corp 107th Sup Train 32nd Div Wisconsin   
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Father:  William Elwood Spencer, Feb 1859 Benton ME – 8 Oct 1911 WI. Son of Samuel 
Hudson Spencer & Elizabeth Brown Harriman. William was walking home from Pelican 
Lake where he spent the afternoon & evening, when he was struck & killed instantly by the 
Milwaukee Limited train, which leaves Pelican Lake at 11 p.m. His body was found the next 
morning by a northbound freight train. Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, 
Waupaca WI. 
Find A Grave:  119801191 
 
Mother: Pernille (“Nellie”) Evenson Spencer, 28 Feb 1866 Harpvigen farm, Ringsaker, 
Hedemark, Norway – 28 Mar 1909 New London, Waupaca WI. Daughter of Even Jacobson 
& Marie Pedersatter. Baptized 17 Jun 1866 in Veldre parish, Rinsaker, Hedemark, Norway.   
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  18 May 1883 in Necedah, Juneau WI at Methodist Episcopal Church. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Adella Mae Spencer Kurszevski, 27 Aug 1885 Armenia, Juneau WI – 13 Jul 1974 New 
London, Waupaca WI. Wife of Aloysius Paul (“Louis”) Kurszevski (1883-1955, F: 
103729245). They married in the Catholic church in New London, Waupaca WI on 7 Jun 
1912. Buried in Most Precious Blood Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI where she has 
two Find A Grave records, F: 119802393 [listing her surname as Spencer] and F: 103729196 
[listing her surname as Kurszevski & linking her record to her husband’s] 

• Alice Maud Spencer Lintelmann Smith/Schmitt, 27 Aug 1885 New London, Waupaca WI – 
22 Aug 1972 New London, Waupaca WI (Family Heritage Center). Listed as surviving sister 
Alice Smith of Bessemer MI in her sister Vera’s May 1967 obituary. Although WI newspaper 
family obituaries & her own obituary spell her final surname as SMITH, her Michigan 
obituary uses SCHMITT. - Had resided in Bessemer MI, where she operated a floral shop & 
was an American Express agent, but died in a New London WI nursing home. – Was married 
to August Henry Lintelmann (1884 WI – 1930 MI, F: 208628733) in Bessemer, Gogebic MI on 
24 Dec 1911. Their infant son was born & died in 1917. – Married Jule A. Smith 1 Dec 1934 in 
Wakefield, Gogebic MI. Jule was born 7 Mar 1884 New London, Waupaca WI & died 9 Jul 
1970 in Douglas Co. OR. Jule was the son Melchoir Smith & Maggie A. Fleischman. Alice 
was buried in the same cemetery as August Lintelmann – Hillcrest Cemetery, Bessemer, 
Gogebic MI - but not on Find A Grave as of 13 Jan 2023. 

• Vera Wilhelmina Spencer Cunningham, 10 Mar 1894 Necedah, Juneau WI – 29 Apr 1967 
Medford, Taylor WI. Married 28 May 1915 in Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Medford, Taylor 
WI to Andrew Jackson (“Jay”) Cunningham (1893-1978, F: 119803534). Buried in Holy 
Rosary Cemetery, Medford, Taylor WI. F: 119802879 

• John Hudson Spencer, 26 Jul 1899 Dexterville, Wood WI – 4 Oct 1976 Appleton, Outagamie 
WI. Married 18 Jan 1930 in New London, Waupaca WI to Leila Margaret Joubert (1906-1997, 
F: 119804388). Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F: 119804088 
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• Nina Belle Spencer Chesley, 18 Apr 1902 New Dexter, Wood Co. WI – 7 Jun 1984 
Woodbridge, Prince William Co. VA (Potomac Hospital). SSN 470-20-8610. The biological 
daughter of William Elwood & Pernille (Nellie) Spencer, she was adopted by James 
Spencer’s brother James D. (also found as H.) Spencer & his wife Tyra Maria Whitney. Nina 
is living with James & Nellie in the 1905 WI state census but is listed as Nina B. Spencer, 8 
WI, adopted daughter of James H. & Tyla M. Spencer in the 1910 census for Necedah, 
Juneau WI. Tyra/Tyla is listed as having given birth to 4 children, none of whom were living. 
In 1910, Nina’s father is listed as born in Maine (both Spencer brothers were) & her mother 
in Norway. - Nina B. Spencer, 17 WI, is in the 19120 Necedah, Juneau WI census, listed as 
the daughter of James H. Spencer (64 ME) & Lyla W. Spencer (60 MA). This time, her father is 
born in ME & her mother in MA. – Nina’s VA death record lists her as a concert violinist; she 
taught music in WI. Listed as surviving sister Nina Shisley of Bessemer MI in her sister 
Vera’s May 1967 obituary & as surviving sister Nina B. Chesley of Bessemer MI in her sister 
Alice’s Aug 1972 obituary. – On 1 Mar 1923 Nina B. Spencer married Ray (Raymond) 
Lafayette Chesley in Hennepin Co. MN. Ray was born 4 Jul 1888 in Estherville, Emmet I, the 
son of Arthur L. Chesley & Maggie Listine Renwick. He was previously married in Clay Co. IA 
to Amy M. Schnorr, on 10 Aug 1910. Ray Chesley died 17 May 1955 in Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles Co. CA.  

• Vivian Lenore Spencer Hillman, 25 Feb 1908 New London, Waupaca WI – 22 Jul 1993 
Appleton, Outagamie WI. Married 5 Nov 1936 in St. Francis Catholic Church, Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI to Arnold C. Hillman (1906-2000, F: 119805347). Buried in Saint Mary 
Cemetery, Greenville, Outagamie WI. F: 119804897 

• Edward Spencer, b. & d. 20 Feb 1909 New London, Waupaca WI. Buried in Floral Hills 
Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F; 119805692 

 
 
Notes:  
 
The former Find A Grave memorial at 119803819 in New London, Waupaca WI has been 
removed from FindAGrave.org. 
 
See family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/153795331/person/132035026899/facts 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern" 2 Mar 1918 p 10 - telegram from Washington DC this week that 
Spencer had died, survived by 1 brother & 5 sisters. 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 25 Mar 1918 p 2 - memorial service for casualties Spencer & Clifford 
Norris at Grand Opera House 24 Mar 1918, song, prayer, Scripture reading, speech    
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"Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette" 8 Apr 1918 p 4 - opera house filled to capacity, also speeches by 
mayor & Army lieutenant 
 
Post-war: 
 
Namesake of Norris-Spencer American Legion Post No. 263, New London WI - named for him & 
fellow Tuscania casualty Clifford Henry Norris 
 
"Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern" 7 Feb 1929 p 11 - memorial service 10 years later (after Tuscania) for 
Clifford Henry Norris & William Bryon Spencer at American Legion post, for which they are 
namesakes. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 cannot locate 
 
1905 WI state census – New London, Waupaca WI 
William Spencer, 46 ME, parents b. ME, lumber inspector 
Nellie, 42 Norway, parents b. Norway 
Adella, 20 WI, clerk 
Alice, 18 WI 
Vera, 11 WI 
Willie, 9 WI 
Hudson, 7 WI 
Nina, 3 WI [later adopted by William Elwood Spencer’s brother James  
 
1910 New London, Waupaca WI  
William Spencer4, 57 ME, father b. ME, mother’s birthplace unknown, widowed, laborer, 
saw mill 
Della, 23 Wi, assistant clerk, city 
William, 13 WI 
John, 10 WI 
[for the children: father b. ME, mother b. Norway] 
 
 


