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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

 Tuscania casualty 
Speidel, Henry Fred 

1895 NY – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

  Henry Fred Speidel – Find A Grave 56503906 
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Henry Fred Speidel is at right, lowest photograph – Find A Grave 56503906 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/354523:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=186995d762f3928a889518817757f756&_
phsrc=hFB58577&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/354523:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=186995d762f3928a889518817757f756&_phsrc=hFB58577&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/354523:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=186995d762f3928a889518817757f756&_phsrc=hFB58577&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/354523:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=186995d762f3928a889518817757f756&_phsrc=hFB58577&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/30097784:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=186995d762f3928a889518817757f756

&_phsrc=hFB58578&_phstart=successSource  
 
 

 
Born as Fredrick Speidel - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/238105:5157 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:CXFC-FDPZ 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/238105:5157
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/238105:5157
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ86-7Y2M 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KW-

9?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-VF2G 
 
 

 
 

“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ86-7Y2M
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“Rochester (NY) Democrat & Chronicle” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“New York Tribune” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 4 

 
 
 

Father: 
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NY death record of Valentine SPIDEL - https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=9131&h=2838282&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7854 
 
 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=9131&h=2838282&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7854
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=9131&h=2838282&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7854
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Valentin Speidel’s naturalization application filed 19 May 1897 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/889919:2280 
 
 
 

 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=7488&h=10151544&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=913
1 
 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/889919:2280
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Mother Anna Van Due Speidel – Find A Grave 230161501 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/221543:7854 
 

Stepmother Katherine Hufnagel 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/991147970:61253 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/221543:7854
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/991147970:61253
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2529267:61778 

 
Siblings: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/360026:61779 

 
 

 

 
Is this his brother’s record? https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=61668&h=1815515&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=246
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Step-siblings: 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/360026:61779
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NY WWI service card for stepbrother Gustav Adolph Ruben uses surname of his stepfather, 

Speidel - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_05

89-00731?pId=354522 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0589-00731?pId=354522
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0589-00731?pId=354522
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Card uses surname Ruben - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_05

32-00226?pId=147882 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0532-00226?pId=147882
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0532-00226?pId=147882
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7787460:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=db351fa8346288cbe8a47e77d89f323e&

_phsrc=hFB58586&_phstart=successSource 
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Henry J. Ruben & wife Ella – Find A Grave 244958764 

 
 

Name: Henry Fred Speidel  
Name variations:  NY birth record: Fredrick Speidel  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron, Signal Corps - private  
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until the sinking of 
the Tuscania showed their value, so Henry died without a number 
Entered service from:  New York NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Listed as Henry F. Speidel (Fold3, p. 447) & Henry B. Spridel (but 
NOK surname correct) 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. K. Speidel, 239 E. 94th St., NY, NY [i.e. his 
stepmother Katherine Hufnagel Ruben Speidel] 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland, grave 45, as Henry F. 
Speidel 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Henry Fred Speidel - b. 19 Aug 1895 NYC, NY; res: 
239 E. 94th St., NYC, NY. Single. Chauffeur, Stern Pros [spelling?], 41 W. 42nd St. Dependent 
mother & father. Tall in height, medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
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Enlisted: 21 Sep 1917  
Born: 27 Sep 1895 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  239 E. 94th St., NY, NY 
Rank/unit:   private, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 19 Aug 1895 NY, NY (Veterans Administration Master Index: 27 Sep 1895)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 56503906 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery:  Brookwood American Military 
Tombstone: veteran cross; Pvt 213 Aero Sqdn New York   
 
Father:  Valentin/Valentine Speidel, 14 Feb 1866 Orwingen, Hohenzollern, Germany – 28 
Dec 1925 Manhattan NY. Son of Benedikt Speidel & Phelicia Schindler. Worked in 
breweries.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Anna Van Due/Vannowe Speidel, 1868 Germany – 3 Apr 1900 Richmond Co. 
(Staten Island) NY. Father was Samuel Van Due. Died of heart failure – malaria asthenia. 
Buried in Woodland Cemetery, Sunnyside, Richmond Co. (Staten Island) NY. 
Find A Grave:  230161501 
Parents’ marriage:  24 May 1890 Manhattan NY. 
 
Stepmother: Katherine (Katherina) Hufnagel Ruben Speidel, 7 Apr 1876 Evangelisch 
Heiligkreuzsteinach, Germany – 14 Jul 1944 Queens NY. Daughter of George Hufnagel 
(1839-1906) & Christina Haas (1840-1917). 
Married Julius Ruben/Rubin on 7 Jul 1889 in Kings Co. NY. They had 4 children, 1 of whom 
died young. Julius [originally Heinrich Julius Rübin] was the son of Johann Jacob Ruben & 
Anna Maria Heitzmann. He was born 15 Jul 1861 in Hauingen, Lörrach, Baden-
Württemberg, Germany.  
In 1906, following Julius’s death (date not located – claim made on her Find A Grave), she 
married Valentin Speidel. 
Buried in Bayview-New York Bay Cemetery, Jersey City, Hudson NJ. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 230163226 
Stepmother’s marriage: 1906 in NJ 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
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Siblings:  
• John Speidel, Feb 1891 NY – 3 Jun 1928 Manhattan NY. Age 9 in the 1900 census. Age 14 (?) 

in the 1910 census. Married Mathilda (“Tillie”) Stein on 10 Sep 1912 in Manhattan NY. Died 
at age 39. In the 1920 census for Manhattan NY, John SPIEDEL, 30 NY, chauffeur for a truck 
company, lived on E. 126th with wife Tillie (age 26).  

• William Speidel, 18 Aug 1893 Manhattan NY.  
 
Stepsiblings: children of his father Valentin Speidel’s 2nd wife, Katherine Hufnagel, by her 
1st husband, Julius Ruben 

• Gustav Adolph Ruben, 17 Apr 1890 Newark, Essex NJ – 6 Apr 1959 Manhattan NY. Married 
15 Sep 1917 in Manhattan NY to Augusta Catherine Koerber (1882-1974, F: 2804487). 
Served as a farrier in the US Army in WWI. Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East 
Farmingdale, Suffolk NY. F: 38612919 

• John G. Ruben, 19 Nov 1892 Kearney, Union NJ – 3 Dec 1951 Queens Co. NY. Married 25 
Nov 1914 in Bronx NY to Caroline Bressler (1892-1944, F: 203114140). Buried in Greenfield 
Cemetery, Uniondale, Nassau NY. F: 203114127 

• Heinrich Julius [Henry Julius / Julius H.] Ruben, 19 Jul 1894 [1893 on tombstone] Newark, 
Essex NJ -.  SSN 714-01-4911. Husband of Ella Stuhm (1890-1943, F: 244958763) whom he 
married 15 Aug 1920 in Manhattan NY. Buried as Henry J. Rubin in All Faiths Cemetery, 
Middle Village, Queens NY. F: 244958764 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
 
"NY Tribune" 14 Feb 1918 p 14 – Henry’s parents Mr. & Mrs. Valentine Speidel, 239 E. 94th 
St., found out he was dead from the newspapers. They had wired the War Department & 
were told he was on ship but no other news. Was 22 years old. On 21 Sep 1917 marched 
with his brother Julius & comrades to Yaphank NY where Julius still is, then Henry went to 
TX, then Garden City NJ. His last visit home was 13 Jan 1918. After several months at Camp 
Upton, went to San Antonio TX & then to Mineola NY for training. He wrote his mother Mrs. 
Kate Speidel every day. One week before the sinking, his letters stopped. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Richmond, Richmond NY – conducted 5 Jun 1900 [Anna died 3 Apr 1900] 
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Valentine SPEITEL, 34 Germany, parents b. Germany, widowed, emigrated 1888, in US for 
12 years, brewery – wash house 
John, 9 NY, Feb 1891, parents b. Germany, school 
Henry, 4 NY, Aug 1895, parents b. Germany 
 
1900 Elizabeth, Union NJ – 1005 Elizabeth Ave. – Valentine’s 2nd wife-to-be 
Julius Rubin, 36 Germany, Jul 1873, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1888, in US for 12 
years, naturalized, married 11 years, beer brewer 
Katie, 34 Germany, Apr 1866, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1888, in US for 12 years 
Otto G., 10 NJ, Apr 1890, at school 
John J., 7 NJ, Nov 1892, at school 
Julius J., 5 NJ, Jul 1894, at school 
 
1910 Manhattan NY – 239 E. 94th St. – note lack of child labor laws 
Valentine SPIDEL, 44 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 2nd marriage, married 5 years, 
emigrated 1886, naturalized, laborer, brewery 
Katy Spidel, 43 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 2nd marriage, emigrated 1888, gave birth 
to 4 children, 3 are living [wife] 
John Spidel, 14 NY, parents b. Germany, laborer, railway [son] 
Henry Spidel, 15 NY, parents b. Germany, butcher, butcher shop [son] 
& stepsons: 
Adolph Rubin, 20 NJ, driver, department store 
John Rubin, 17 NJ, engineer, factory 
Julius Rubin, 16 NJ, helper, express 
 
1915 NY state census – NY, NY 
Valentine Speidel, 49 Germany, in US for 30 years, brewer 
Kate, 48 Germany, in US for 30 years, housework 
Otto, 25 NY, helper (Adams Express) 
Julius, 21 NY, shipper 
Henry, 21 NY, helper (mechanic) 
[all are citizens] 
 
1910 Manhattan NY 
Valentine Speidel, 54 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1886, naturalized 1900, 
brewer, brewing 
Katherine Speidel, 54 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1888, naturalized 1900 
[wife] 
Julius Oben, 24 NJ, parents b. Germany, single, chauffeur, express [son – should read 
Ruben & stepson] 
 


