DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Tuscania casualty
Sparkman, James Frederic
1891 TX -5 February 1918 Tuscania



REPORT OF INTERMENT "L P Lngton va. / I

T0: EMBLEM (Check one)

THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D. C. [ CHRIST 1AN (] HEBREW [ OTHER (Speci fy)

NAME (Laat, First, Middle Iﬁi!lcl} SERVICE DATA (Cempany, Regiment, Division,

or other organization, and bamic arm of
Sparkmnn, Jamgs M service)
RANK Pr‘lvabe SERIAL NUMBER C.Sual #2
o Inf
STATE  Texas ) ww | [ OTHER (Specify) @’; - C. 359 *
I ww 1
DATE OF BIRTH DATE OF DEATH DATE OF INTERMENT | GRAVE LOC. DATES OF SERVICE
MONTH DAY |YEAR MONTH DAY | YEAR NONTH DAY | YEAR SEC.OR|GRAVE J ENLISTMENT|DISCHARGE |[DIED ON A. |RET IREMENT
PLOT |OR LOY D.
Fev |5 [1928 |sept [18] 20 | Bur |0

REMARKS (Authority for interment, pension, or claim number, disinterment | HEADSTONE

TRED
etc.)
Originally buriedgrave 6, tiow 6, #155, Local
Lemetery. Port Charlotte, Islay, Argylle, Scot, 814200
Died in service and line of ‘uty. Georgia May 28, 1934

CR Sept 1920

ticn tzken from old card 9 Jan. 1953-BEM

NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN OR OTHER RESPONSIBLE PERSON

SHIPPING POINT FOR HEADSTONE

NEAREST FREIGHT STATION

SIGNATURE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF NATIONAL CEMETERY, OR TRANSPORTATION OFFI-§ POST OFFICE ADDRESS
CER, OR QM OF POST CEMETERY

QMC FORM ln PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS

REV 1 JuL 50 FORM ARE OBSOLETE

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_649063_0460-
020147?pld=1925020

S5 AR N
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_649063_0460-02014?pId=1925020
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FIVE FORT WORTH MEN AMONG
TEXAS SOLDIERS ON TUSCANIA

Speciol to The Star-Telegram.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 9.—Fort Worth !
had five men on the Tuscania, the
transport which was sent down by a
German submarine. They are Gar-
land V. Howard, S, E. Landrum, J. W.
Martin, Elmer Holden and James W.

Abram. It probably will be several
more days before the survivors are
known.

Following i= a complete list of Tex-
ans on the ship: Victor A. Monneer,
John Weatherall and Patrick H.
White, Dallas; Robert E. Ban_k_hnf'd.

[article continues]



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-8WQZ?i=2077&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-V7Y8
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-8WQZ?i=2077&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-V7Y8
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-8WQZ?i=2077&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-V7Y8
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,\Mmuur Iohn \1 !{anwr (ono P.n-
1n0\ H. Ray, Temple; Otto Ray, Cole- |
man: Roy E. Rl\(!dl‘h Dalhart; Walter
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| W. Stone, Nocona; Daniel W. Tro-|
bridge, Strawn; Rufus W. Taff, San |
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d. Tullos, Goldthwaite; George §E.'
i Vaught, Denton; William A. Venable,

[article continues]
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8

NAMES OF 1,832 SURVIVORSON |
TUSCANIA RECEIVED BY U. s

345MENNOT ACCOUNTED FORi

—————

James F Sparkman. Frxsco 'i‘exas.

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7



Not yet reported buried in Scotland - “l Paso (TX) Herald” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 5






“McKinney (TX) Courier-Gazette” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 1

Father:



N

e A O R . ,
Father Henry Thomas Sparkman - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/58080507/person/44030831056/media/57014a2d-b345-49f1-a057-0a16a1492f2c



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58080507/person/44030831056/media/57014a2d-b345-49f1-a057-0a16a1492f2c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58080507/person/44030831056/media/57014a2d-b345-49f1-a057-0a16a1492f2c
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MARRIAGE RECORD.

e — s - - ———

THE STATE OF TEXAS,
oty o7 i }ﬂ/

To any Regularly Licensed or Ordained Minister of the Gospel, Jewish Rabbi, Judge of the District or
County Court, or any Justice of the Peace, in and for said County—GREETING:

You ArE HErEBY AUTHORIZED T0 SOLEMNIZE THE RITE OF MATRIMONY Brrwaew -

P R T

| and make due return to the Olerk of the County Court of said County, within sixty daya theresfter, m&ng your action under this Idcense,

‘Wirness my officisl signatuve and seal of office, at office in.. &2 e
n,e__Z,'_ﬁ(_.d.ynf oLdeet/ 1877 f-

Coanty Coutt, . ... < =2 ...._.M.

@

p | D Depuly.

5 ﬂlé&.%f.ﬁami Vé Doreby eertify that on the. Y,AL.day of 4(014-
T united fn um;m.,dgﬁ%m_ww et Dion. X @W
PPN WrTyEss my hand, nhL?Ai.._day MM-_._J,B C s S ‘

Returned and filed for record m.Z:gﬁ_ day a._ﬂmwmu, and recorded M_?.Actdny ot Bl I8Z2

marriage of parents on 7 Dec 1893 in Denton Co. TX -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/5fe231f1493dfa3e9c39eafal2e

16a487?pld=22826850



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/5fe231f1493dfa3e9c39eafa12e16a48?pId=22826850
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/5fe231f1493dfa3e9c39eafa12e16a48?pId=22826850
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This is captioned “Rose Emma??” - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/58080507/person/44030567694/media/eb8c7171-5f7f-469f-b556-c93a7362bcf0



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58080507/person/44030567694/media/eb8c7171-5f7f-469f-b556-c93a7362bcf0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58080507/person/44030567694/media/eb8c7171-5f7f-469f-b556-c93a7362bcf0
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061894-

00199?pld=30036498

Stepfather:



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061894-00199?pId=30036498
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061894-00199?pId=30036498
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TX death record of stepfather Albert R. Watson (1869-1935) -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062095-
01159?pld=21569167
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Siblings:
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i
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B vwp _ nom
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104, WY OCCLMRID In

OF IIUKY jag »-.A-.u-. farw tactory ‘n CITY. TOWN. OF LOCATON couNTY g SIATE
shreet obee budeg, whe

bErhel B = ) e
" ks ol M ¥ ok Aot B e " and vt sew the decosiod shee
S R R S [ p—p // "- . 00 he dete siaied drees. aod & the bt of ory bowmledys. from Mo Losses sivted]
35 SIGNA F.awﬂ (7. AL |72 DATE SGNED
\W }\_J\\'u acsh, ), | J:’ & )é\‘) ’ k) /' . /‘I‘t- /"7“’
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TX death record of brother Ernest Elonza Sparkman (1894-1966) -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062722-

016137?pld=1520455



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062722-01613?pId=1520455
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062722-01613?pId=1520455
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; Ernest Sparkman

1 AUBREY 1Special} — Ernest
. Sparkman, 71, a reitred farm-
. ey, died Wrdnesdavy at Lone
 Star. -
'  Funera! arrangemenis will be
[ annaunced bv Beck Funeral
. llome =zt Pilot Pomt.

Mr. Sparkman was married
\londa_y lo Mrs. Lillian Jones of
“Aubrey. His first wile, Esler,
‘died In 1964, .

Surviving are sons, Windle
Sparkman. Farmers Eranch.!
Jimmy  Sparkman.  Denlon;
:daughters, Mrs. Leo Miller,'
Mrs. Donald Wilsen, both of Au-
hrev. Mrs. Frank Crockett,
Hurst: and eight grardchildren.

Obituary of brother Ernest Elonza Sparkman - “Denton (TX) County Record” Thursday 1 Sep 1966 p
2
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Sister Nannie Florence Sparkman Staggs (left) & Nettie Lou Sparkman Staggs (right) -
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/58080507/person/44030567697/media/c6546329-d3ee-40b8-9830-ea6222ac24a4
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e s 7 & nunmn;n::x::;uzn! 103308 ‘
‘Ei: crawford  WAR 23 1964 . Artnnsas Crawford

'Van Buren : Van Suren

# Crawford County “em, Hospital 406 North 12th Street
T TR T Y O]

H s Rose Nema Lodd

Margia Reserved for Bindiag

WRITE PLAINLY WITH UNFADING BLACK INK —THIS IS A PERMANENT RECORD

Form V4N —50M--7-99—148103—C. - MeR.
199 REVISION OF STARDARD CIATIFICATE

MEDICAL CEATIFICATION

n ._..__MM_.MM_-.‘-!—.MJL,&L

‘ “ e - D date shated -.-- Wigs, e the casses siated. -
Burial _| Mar 13 1964 G411 c-otory Van . Ark
cker Superal Bome o Van Suren, Ark ‘7/)) Il}d AL

AR death record of sister Nettie Lou Sparkman Staggs (1898-1966) -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00268-
03263?pld=60826348



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00268-03263?pId=60826348
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00268-03263?pId=60826348
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 6

Obituary of brother William Henry Sparkman (1901-1980) -

Feb 1980 p 2

Half-siblings:
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|

Watson Services
Scheduled Tuesday

Funeral services for Walter B,
Watson, 44, who was killed in a
truck accident Feb. 18 in Wartime,
Canada, will be held Tuesday at
2.30 pm. at the Church of Christ,
Greggton, with J, W, Hagler offi-
clating, Interment will be in Grace
Hill cemetery under the direction
of Welch funeral home.

The deceased had lived in Long-
view for 20 years before going to
Canada in July, 1951 where he was

assoclated with an Oil Field Drill-
ing company,

He is survived by his widow, Mrs,
Beulah Watson and one son, J. H.
Watson, both of Greggton; two
brothers, Henry and Ernest Spark-
man, Aubrey, Texas; two sisters,
Mrs. Minnie Staggs, LaFayette,
Calif.; and Mrs. Nettie Staggs,

Van Buren, Ark.
Pallbearers will be: Curtis Moss,
oward Vaughn, W. F. Shirley,

Fred Emberlin, Grady and Orville
Parker.




20

Obituary of half-brother Walter Bell Watson (1906-1952) — “Longview (TX) News-Journal” Tuesday
26 Feb1952p 9

Beulah Mae Wiles

GRAND PRAIRIE — Beulah Mae
Wiles, 88, a cook at Page Drug Store,
died Thursday, April 15, 1999, in Grand
Prairie.

Funeral: 10 a.m. Saturday at Bean
Massey-Burge Funeral Home. Burial:
Gracehill Cemetery in Longview.

Beulah Mae Wiles was born Sept: 8,
1910, in Texas.

Survivors: Son, John Watson; broth-
er, Jack Garrett; sister, Mattie Morton:
grandson, Carl Watson; nieces, Pearl
Smith and Pat Holland; nephews, Jerry
Baxter, Joe Baxter and Bill Baxter; and
fnend Katrina May.

Bean-Massey-Burge Funeral Home
Grand Prairie, (972) 263-7200

Obituary of Walter Bell Watson’s widow Beulah Mae Garrett Watson Wiles - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-
Telegram” Saturday 17 Apr 1999 p 35
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Calvin S. Watson
' Dies Near Aubrey

Special to Record-Chronicle

. AUBREY, Dec. "12—Calvin S.
Watson, 27, died Saturday at his
home a few miles northwest of
Aubrey, in the Friendship com-
munity. Funeral services were held
Sunday afternoon in the Metho-
dist Church at Frisco, rollowed by
burial in the Littie Elm cemetery.
Watson was married to Miss Vel-
ma Smith at Frisco in 1933. Besides
his wife he is survived by one

- | brother, Walter Watson of Kilgore:
| two half-brothers, Ernest Spark-
.Jman of Pilot Point and Henry
-1 Sparkman of Denion; two sisters,

Mrs. E. H. Staggs of Durant and

I Mrs. E. W. Staggs of Aubrey.

Obituary of half-brother Calvin Sever Watson (1908-1935) — “Denton (TX) Record-Chronicle”

Thursday 12 Dec 1935p 4
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STATE DEPARTMENT OF

BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS
e e o l'&TANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH Reglotrar's No oo oo
T ol iSax Q-.e:-cx ez a | ..’.— T S D094

Length of residence In city where death cccurved . yra.... mos.. .. days... .} How loag in U, 8. i forelin bernl. . yre. .. mos..  _days....
2 FULL NAMER
e bl SRV OSSR T WY T~ DU

Residence: No.

hnmn‘ulheﬁun“

mn-dlm

Other contributory causss of (mportance:

| Name of operstion... %&@ date ot L "sf."..ll"

wnu-u-m—d ftw”_Was there an
was &l
Accident, wuicide, or homicide? ...
Date of injury. | S—
‘A‘NT Op
Where did Injary ooour?. ... ... o V.
; i (Specily of and
y whether injury occurred (s Ine 4
, in home, or in public place. 3’ ’.l
JAN 41
Manner of injury
TREAS &
T R AT S —_, . - ——
&\Vn‘-—w ‘-uyny #0 \o.'w. -

3 ’ A If oo specity....
» "LI(A:T?AT(DIIONAWIIWIW % %m-—————‘“’-
M,; fé- U Fe ugc -in B S adi®, #5565

TX death record of half-brother Calvin Sever Watson — died of “pus appendix” following an
appendectomy 2 days before his death -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062100-
000967?pld=22965968

Name: James Frederic Sparkman

Name variations: nickname: Ki

Military:

On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2 - private

Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so James died without a number

Entered service from: Frisco, Collin TX

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James F. Sparkman
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Rosa M. Watson, Frisco TX

First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, grave 36, as Jas. F.
Sparkman

Body returned from war on: from Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ Aug
1920

Body listed on return ship as: James F. Sparkman

Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2

World War | draft registration (1917): as James Frederic Sparkman - b. 9 Sep 1891 Burleson
TX; res: Burleson, Johnson TX. Single. Farm laborer, Will Roddy, Egan TX. Tall height, medium build.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed
Born: 9 Sep 1891

Died: 6 Feb 1918

Address: FriscoTX

Rank/unit: private, 2" Casual Co.

Birth & death:

Born: 9 Sep 1891 Burleson, Johnson TX (TX military records: Eagin TX)
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 57194254 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington VA

Cemetery: Arlington National

Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt

Father: Henry Thomas Sparkman, 12 Dec 1857 Crittenden Co. KY — 11 Nov 1900 Denton
Co. TX. Son of Hugh Mitchell Sparkman (1822-1905, F: 15166921) & Elizabeth W.
(Chaudowen) Shadowen (1832-1900, F: 15167177).

Find A Grave:

Mother: Rose Emma (“Olive”) Lobb Sparkman Watson, 1874 Green Co. KY — 28 Aug 1922
Dallas, Dallas TX. Daughter of William Isaac M. Lobb & Sarah Eleanor Crail.

Rose was pregnant when Henry died in Nov 1900, giving birth to their son William Henry
Sparkman on 27 Jan 1901.

Following the death of Henry Thomas Sparkman, Rose married Albert R. Watson (1869-
1935) on 4 Dec 1904 in Denton Co. TX.

Shares tombstone with son Calvin Sever Watson in Little Elm Cemetery, Little Elm, Denton
TX.

Find A Grave: 23164256

Parents’ marriage: 7 Dec 1893 Denton Co. TX

Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/58080507/person/44030567694/facts
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Stepfather: Albert R. Watson, 1869 TN — 23 Aug 1935 Tarrant Co. TX. Son of J.B. & Martha S.
Watson. In the 1930 census for Precinct 1, Denton Co. TX, conducted 7 Apr 1930, Andrew
was an inmate of the Denton County Farm & Alms House, age 60, b. TN, parents b. TN,
single.

Stepfather’s Find A Grave:

Stepfather’s marriage: 4 Dec 1904 Denton Co. TX

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: James was the oldest Sparkman child.

e Ernest Elonza Sparkman, 23 Sep 1894 Frisco, Collin TX-31 Aug 1966 Morris Co. TX. Married
2 Feb 1927 in Denton Co. TX to Esther Lena Smithers (1904-1964, F; 13336431). — Married 2
days before his death to Lillian Beard Jones (1903-1970), on 29 Aug 1966 in Denton Co. TX.
Buried in Belew Cemetery, Aubrey, Denton TX. F: 13336424

e Nannie Florence Sparkman Staggs, 5 Oct 1896 TX - 28 Jan 1983 Van Buren, Crawford AR.
Married 22 Feb 1913 in Collin Co. TX to George Washington Staggs (1892-1947, F:
36695041), the son of Robert Harris Staggs & Mary Magdalene Phillips. Buried in Gracelawn
Cemetery, Van Buren, Crawford AR. F: 37645583

e Nettie Lou Sparkman Staggs, 10 Dec 1898 Johnson Co. TX - 11 Mar 1966 Van Buren,
Crawford AR. Married 5 Sep 1925 in Collin Co. TX to Edgar Harry Staggs (1891-1963, F:
37563855), son of Henry Franklin Staggs & Mariam Davis/Davies. Buried in Gill Cemetery,
Van Buren, Crawford AR. F: 37563858

e  William Henry Sparkman, 27 Jan 1901 Frisco, Collin TX -4 Feb 1980 Albany, Linn OR. Born 2
months after his father Henry Sparkman’s death. Married 25 Oct 1924 [also found as 24
Oct] in Frisco, Collin TX to Clara Lee McGuire (1907-1976, F: 96374136). Buried in Myrtle
Crest Memorial Gardens, Coquille, Coos OR. F: 96374135

Half-siblings: by his mother Rose Emma Lobb’s 2" marriage, to Albert R. Watson

e Walter Bell Watson, 18 Sep 1906 Denton Co. TX - 18 Feb 1952 Wartime, Swift Current
Census District, Saskatchewan, Canada. Married Beulah May Garrett (1910-1999) on 19
Dec 1925 Collin Co. TX. Her name also found as Beaulah. She was born 8 Sep 1910 TX &
died 15 Apr 1999 TX; later married Herman Ottis Wiles (1909-1973) & died with surname
Wiles. Buried in Grace Hill Cemetery, Longview, Gregg TX. F: 130918844

e Calvin Sever Watson, 5 Jun 1908 Aubrey, Denton TX -7 Dec 1935 Pilot Point, Denton TX.
Cause of death: “pus appendix” —had an appendectomy on 5 Dec 1935. Married 1 Jan 1932
in Frisco, Collin TX to Velma Viola Smith (1907-1971, F: 51084524)), who later married
Valvorth Develt James (1916-1974, F: 10536014). Velma was the daughter of Millard Smith
& Nora Frances Morris. Calvin shares the tombstone with mother Rose Lobb Sparkman
Watson in Little Elm Cemetery, Little Elm, Denton TX. F: 23164244

e Ann Watson, Feb 1910 Collin Co. TX -

Notes:
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James’s sisters Nannie Florence Sparkman & Nettie Lou Sparkman both married men
named Staggs. They were first cousins.

Nannie married George Washington Staggs & Nettie married Edgar Harry Staggs. George’s
and Edgar’s fathers were brothers: Robert Harris Staggs the father of George Washington
Staggs, and Henry Franklin Staggs the father of Edgar Harry Staggs.

Robert & Henry Staggs were the sons of Felix Staggs & Mary Catlett.
Pre-war:
Wartime:

"McKinney [TX] Courier-Gazette" 18 Feb 1918 p 1 - Collin Co. casualty, from Frisco TX, about 25
years old. His mother Mrs. Watson lives 1 mile N. of Frisco TX. Was employed in Frisco at a farm for
about 12 months by B.L. Wakefield. Think he was drafted from Tarrant Co. His brother Ernest lives
near Frisco TX. The county weeps with them.

Post-war:
Obituary:
Censuses:

1900 cannot locate

1910 Justice Precinct 6, Collin Co. TX-conducted 11 May 1910

Olive Watson, 36 TN, parents b. TN, parents b. TN, married [? — status written over], gave
birth to 8 children, 7 are living, own income

Ki Sparkman, 17 TX, parents b. KY, farm laborer, working out [i.e. James Frederic] [son]
Earnest Sparkman, 15 TX, parents b. KY [son]

Nannie Sparkman, 13 TX, parents b. KY [daughter]

Nellie Sparkman, 11 TX, parents b. KY [daughter]

William Sparkman, 9 TX, parents b. KY [son]

Walter Watson, 8 TX, father b. TN, mother b. KY [son]

Calvin Watson, 3 TX, father b. TN, mother b. KY [son]

Ann Watson, 2 months TX, father b. TN, mother b. KY [daughter]



