
1 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Sorrell, Allan Edward 
1893 CA – 1979 CA 

 

        
Allan Edward Sorrell – left: “San Francisco Examiner” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 and right: “San Francisco 

Chronicle” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
 
 



2 
 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Friday 6 Apr 1979 p 40 

 
Life: 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
 
 

 
“San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of Ida Mary Ginochio Sorrell – “Contra Costa Times” (Walnut Creek CA) Sunday 26 Mar 

1972 p 25 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/13919277:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=4f1504ccaf48980f8288dd747929fa88&_phsrc
=hFB58460&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of Ida Mary Ginnochio Sorrell – “San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 26 Mar 1972 p 27 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Death of father-in-law Andrea Ginnochio – “San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 14 Oct 1933 p 15 
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Father: 

 

 
“Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Tuesday 1 Jun 1897 p 4 

 

 
“Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Thursday 27 Mar 1902 p 5 

 

 
“Berkeley (CA) Daily Gazette” Tuesday 8 Mar 1904 p 2 

 

 
“Berkeley (CA) Daily Gazette” Monday 17 Mar 1902 p 1 

 
 

 
“Berkeley (CA) Daily Gazette” Monday 21 Jan 1907 p 6 
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Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Mary M. Fagan Sorrell – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 28 Oct 1941 p 

7 
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Mother Mary Fagan Sorrell hosts the wedding of her sister Mary Louise Fagan to her 

husband’s employer, F. Muller – “Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Wednesday 20 Jul 1904 p 3 
 

 
Death of Mary Fagan Sorrell’s father – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 25 Apr 1909 p 43 

 
  
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Marion Alice Sorrell Smith (1891-1985) – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” 

Saturday 14 Dec 1985 p 20 
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Engagement of Marian Sorrell to Morton Grandison – “San Francisco Call” Sunday 31 Aug 

1913 p 15 



14 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother George Alfred Sorrell (1895-1946) – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 22 

Mar 1946 p 8 
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Birth of George Alfred Sorrell on 27 Dec 1895 – “San Francisco Call” Tuesday 7 Jan 1896 p 

15 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/80827368/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother Walter Arnold Sorrell (1898-1948) – “San Francisco Examiner” 

Thursday 18 Nov 1948 p 21 
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Birth of Walter Arnold Sorrell 25 Oct 1898 – “San Francisco Call” Friday 28 Oct 1898 p 11 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Death of Edna Forsey Sorrell, wife of brother Walter A. Sorrell – “Los Angeles Times” 

Monday 21 May 1928 p 18 
 

 
Marriage license – Walter A. Sorrell & Georgina A. Jensen – “Los Angeles Evening Express” 

Monday 15 Apr 1929 p 22 
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Obituary of brother Frank Addison Sorrell (1903-1958) – “San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 

1 Apr 1958 p 43 
 
 
 
 

 
             
  
 
 
Name:  Allan Edward Sorrell 
Name variations: Allen  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,649 
Entered service from:  Berkeley, Alameda CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Allan E. Sorrell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Sidney H. Sorrell, 2807 Grove St., Berkley (sic) CA  
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Allan E. Sorrell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Sidney H. Sorrell, 2807 Grove St., Berkeley CA (PFC, 
17th Co., 20th Engrs,  Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Allan Sorrell - b. 20 Feb 1893 Berkeley CA; res: 2807 
Grove, Berkeley CA. Single. Shipping clerk, lumber company, Pafre (?) & Talbot, San Francisco CA. 
Claimed exemption from draft: “yes, from rupture” – tall & slender 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Allan Edward Sorrell - b. 20 Feb 1893 Berkeley CA; 
res: 75 Buena Vista Ave., San Francisco, San Francisco CA. NOK Russell Dalton, 2434 Funston 
Ave., San Francisco CA. Employed by Lumber Terminal Co., 2000 Evans Ave., San Francisco CA. 
Height: 5’11” – 155 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  8 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  1086 Jackson St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit:   private 1st class, 17th Co., 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  20 Feb 1893 Berkeley, Alameda CA  
Died: 4 Apr 1979 Walnut Creek, Contra Costa CA    
Find A Grave record: 107706076 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Colma, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Holy Cross Catholic 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Sydney Hayward Sorrell, Feb 1867 Australia – 1923 CA. Buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Find A Grave:  183044401 
 
Mother: Mary M. Fagan Sorrell, 27 May 1869 CA – 26 Oct 1941 Alameda Co. CA. Daughter 
of Patrick & Margaret Fagan. Her parents were born in Ireland. Buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Find A Grave:  183044409 
Parents’ marriage:  1889 
 
Spouse: Ida Mary Ginocchio Sorrell, 6 Dec 1894 CA – 24 Mar 1972 Walnut Creek, Contra 
Costa Co. CA (at her home). SSN 559-06-5035. Daughter of Andrea Ginocchio & Anna 
Bacigalupi, both born in Italy. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo 
CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  107917303 
Marriage: 1929 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Marion Alice Sorrell Smith, 11 Jul 1891 CA – 12 Dec 1985 Alameda Co. CA. Wife of Morton 
Grandison Smith (1890-1977, F: 73732833), son of Charles O. Smith & Marion Amelia 
Forrest. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA. F; 73732897 

• George Alfred Sorrell, 27 Dec 1895 Berkeley, Alameda CA – 21 Mar 1946 San Francisco Co. 
CA. Although his Find A Grave record gives a birth year of 1896, the “San Francisco Call” of 
Tuesday 7 Jan 1895 p 15 states he was born 27 Dec 1895. Survived by wife Henny [Henry 
Constance d. 14 Jan 1996, F: 87624056). Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, 
San Mateo CA. F: 87624055 

• Walter Arnold Sorrell, 25 Oct 1898 Oakland, Alameda CA – 16 Nov 1948 Los Angeles Co. 
CA. His wife Edna Forsey died 19 May 1928 in Pasadena, Los Angeles CA. She was a former 
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resident of Salt Lake City UT. On 22 Apr 1929 Walter married Georgina A. Jenson/Jenson, 
age 23, in Los Angeles Co. CA. 

• Frank Addison Sorrell, 21 Mar 1903 CA – 31 Mar 1958 San Francisco Co. CA. Buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA. F: 183044424 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Oakland (CA) Tribune" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - parents Mr. & Mrs. S.H. Sorrell, 2807 Grove St., Berkeley CA 
are waiting for news. They got a card from Jersey City NJ last week after he left D.C. Graduate 
Berkeley HS, spent several years with San Francisco Lumber firm  
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - photo – 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 13 Mar 1918 p 1 - "Son Announces Not Tuscania Victim" - Mr. & Mrs. S.T. 
Sorrell of 2807 Grove St., Berkeley CA got letter from son Allan that he safely arrived in England. 
Allan said this was the 5th letter he had written since Tuscania, but his parents did not receive the 
first 4 letters so have no details. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 6 Apr 1979 p 40 - age 86, retired Berkeley CA businessman, b. Berkeley, 1 
of original owners of San Francisco 49ers team, WWI veteran, Tuscania survivor, survived by sister 
Marion Smith (Piedmont CA) 
 
Social Security number: 556-26-3973 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Oakland, Alameda CA – 771 – 59th St. 
Sydney H. Sorrell, 33 Australia, Feb 1867, parents b. England, emigrated 1868, in US for 31 
years, naturalized, married 11 years, carpenter 
Mary M., 31 CA, May 1869, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Marion A., 8 CA, Jul 1891, at school 
Allen E., 7 CA, Feb 1892, at school 
George A., 4 CA, Dec 1895 [the “4” is indexed as “9” on Ancestry.com] 
Walter A., 1 CA, Oct 1898 
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1910 Berkeley, Alameda CA 
Sydney H. Sorrell, 43 Australia, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, 
emigrated 1867, naturalized, estimator, planing mill 
Mary M., 40 CA, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Marian M., 18 CA 
Allen E., 17 CA 
George A., 14 CA 
Walter A., 11 CA 
Frank A., 7 CA 
& lodger Helen A. Haver, 17 CA 
 
1920 Berkeley, Alameda CA 
Sydney H. Sorrell, 52 Australia, parents b. England, emigrated 1869, naturalized 1897, 
estimator, lumber mill 
Mary M., 50 CA, parents b. Ireland, naturalized 1897 
Allen E., 26 CA, single, accountant, lumber company 
George A., 24 CA, single, export clerk, railroad 
Walter A., 21 CA, single, clerk, shipping house 
Frank, 16 CA, single, route inspector, newspaper 
 
1930 Burlingame, San Mateo CA 
Allen Sorrell, 37 CA, father b. Australia, mother b. CA, age 37 at 1st marriage, manager 
lumber, WWI veteran 
Ida Mary, 36 CA, parents b. Italy, age 35 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – in 1935 in San Mateo, San Mateo CA 
Allan Sorrell, 47 CA, proprietor, wholesale lumber 
Ida, 45 CA 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
Allen E. Sorrell, 56 CA, lumber salesman, buyer, construction companies 
Ida M., 54 CA 
 


