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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Sorensen, Nels Gravgaard 
1886 Denmark – 1957 WI 

 
 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/34/?name=Nels+Gravgaard_Sorensen&birt
h=1886_denmark_5071&death=1957&child=Philip+Gravgaard_Sorensen&child2=Myron+(

Mike)+Thomas_Sorensen&gender=m&residence=_breed-oconto-wisconsin-
usa_54057&residence2=_cumberland-barron-wisconsin-usa_53078&residence3=_lyle-

mower-minnesota-usa_46840&residence4=_cumberland-barron-wisconsin-
usa_53078&searchType=t&spouse=Eva+M_Keyes&treePerson=159139990_42225889261
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/159139990/person/422258892616/facts 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/159139990/person/422258892616/facts
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Declaration of intent 7 May 1917 Barron Co. WI - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XFX-81MG 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-935Y-

J?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQT3-BSPZ 
 
 

  
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 5 Feb 1940 p 2 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XFX-81MG
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0421-

02747?pId=282989 

 
Children: 
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Marriage license of son Philip Gravgaard Sorensen (1923-2006) to Elizabeth Ann Esplin – “Eau 
Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 4 Dec 1946 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10483175:7545 

 
             
Name:  Nels Gravgaard Sorensen 
Name variations:  Nels Graugaard Sorenson - Nelson  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. E - corporal 
Serial number:  251,233 
Entered service from: Cumberland, Barron WI  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Nels Graugaard Sorenson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: friend Mr. W.M. Fuller, Cumberland WI  
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Nels G. Sorensen 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend William H. Fuller, Cumberland WI (cpl, Co. F, 101st 
Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Nels Gravgaard Sorensen - b. 30 Jul 1886 Voldby, 
Jylland [Jutland], Denmark; res: Cumberland, Barron WI . Single. Tailor for my self, 
Cumberland WI. Medium height, slender build. Registered on 4 Jun 1917, one day ahead of the 5 
Jun 1917 national registration day. 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Cumberland WI (1939 NTSA & 1955 WI 
Survivors) (1955: spelled Sorenson) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  b. 30 Jul 1886 Jylland [Jutland], Denmark; res: 
Cumberland, Barron WI. NOK Eva K. Sorensen, same address. Self employ, tailor, Cumberland, 
Barron WI. “scar on right thumb” – Height: 5’7” – 132 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Nels Grangoard Sorensen 
Enlisted:  25 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  26 Apr 1919 
Address:  Cumberland WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. F, 101st Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  30 Jul 1886 Voldby, Jylland [Jutland], Denmark  
Died: 16 Nov 1957 Barron Co. WI  
Find A Grave record:  194373540 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Cumberland, Barron WI 
Cemetery:  Lakeside 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin Cpl Co F 101 Supply Train WWI  
 
 
Father:   
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Eva M. Keyes Sorensen, 4 Dec 1889 Cumberland, Barron WI – 9 Dec 1980 
Cumberland, Barron WI, Daughter of David Henry Keyes & Mary Elsie Thomas. Buried in Lakeside 
Cemetery, Cumberland, Barron WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  194373541 
Marriage: ca. 1920 
 
Children: 

• Infant son Sorensen, b. & d. 3 Apr 1922 Cumberland, Barron WI. Buried in Lakeside 
Cemetery, Cumberland, Barron WI. F: 194373542 

• Philip Gravgaard Sorensen, 17 Jun 1923 Cumberland, Barron WI – 28 Feb 2006 Spooner, 
Washburn WI. On his WWII draft registration, his middle name is spelled Graugaord. Served 
in WWII in the US Army Air Corps. Married Elizabeth Ann Esplin in 1946. Buried in Northern 
Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Spooner, Washburn WI. F: 72814649 

• Myron T. (“Mike”) Sorensen, 12 Mar 1926 Cumberland, Barron WI – 21 Oct 2014 Amery, Polk 
WI. Married 30 Apr 1949 to Lois Becker (1928 - ). Graduate of Cumberland (WI) High School 
1944. Immediately joined the US Army in WWII & served in the Philippines. Then worked 
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with his father Nels & brother Philip at Sorensen Tailors & Cleaners, then for 31 years with 
the US Postal Service. Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, Cumberland, Barron WI. F:137696358 

 
Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Nels Gravgaard Sorensen immigrated aboard “Saxonia” which sailed from Liverpool, England, 
arriving in Boston MA on 10 Mar 1905. He was age 18, a tailor.  
 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 393-30-6773 
 
Censuses: 
 
1905 WI state census – Breed, Oconto WI [linked to him online but questionable] – 1 Jun 
1905 
Nels SORENSON, 19 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, lumberman 
 
1910 Cumberland, Barron WI 
Nels SORENSON, 24 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, single, emigrated 1905, papers filed, 
tailor 
Boarder with Sarah E. Thomas, operator of the Hotel Cumberland 
 
1920 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 359 Robie St. 
Nels SORENSON, 33 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, single, papers filed, tailor, tailor shop 
Boarder with Arthur H. & Helen Bosshardt 
 
1930 Cumberland, Barron WI – conducted 7 Apr 1930 
Nels G. SORENSON, 43 Denmark, parents b. Denmark, age 33 at 1st marriage, emigrated 
1905, naturalized, proprietor, tailor shop, WWI veteran 
Eva M., 40 Wi, parents b. WI, age 30 at 1st marriage 
Philip G., 6 WI 
Myron T., 4 years 0 months WI 
& mother-in-law Mary Keyes, 59 WI, widow, father b. Wales, mother b. WI 
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1940 Cumberland, Barron WI – Foster St. – same house in 1935 
Nels G. SORENSON (indexed as Swinson), 53 WI [then adds, naturalized], manager, tailor shop 
Eva K., 50 WI 
Philip G., 16 WI 
Myron P., 14 WI 
 
1950 Cumberland, Barron WI 
Nelson G. SORENSON, 63 Denmark, operator, tailor & dry cleaning 
Eva M., 59 ME [she was born in WI, not Maine], spotting clothes, tailor & dry cleaning 
 
 


