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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Soffin, Frank 
1891 NY – 1976 FL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/230144:3030 
 
 

 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=2117581&tid=&pid=&queryId=df67c494ae352f03b726a119eec
71947&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58286&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/230144:3030
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=2117581&tid=&pid=&queryId=df67c494ae352f03b726a119eec71947&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58286&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=2117581&tid=&pid=&queryId=df67c494ae352f03b726a119eec71947&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58286&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=2117581&tid=&pid=&queryId=df67c494ae352f03b726a119eec71947&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58286&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7VV-363Z 

 
 

 
NY city directory 1925 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1400864555:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=df67c494ae352f03b726a119eec71947&_phsr
c=hFB58289&_phstart=successSource 
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“Brooklyn Citizen” Sunday 3 Mar 1912 p 20 

 

 
“Brooklyn Citizen” Friday 10 May 1912 p 7 
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Doctor? “Brooklyn Citizen” Sunday 12 May 1912 p 21 

 
 

 
“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“New York Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 12 

 

 
“Carlisle (PA) Sentinel” Tuesday 16 Jul 1940 p 3 

 
Wife: 
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Death notice of wife Sally Ostroff Soffin – “Miami (FL) Herald” Sunday 10 Aug 1980 p 244 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/628693077/?article=5861c918-841b-455b-8a6b-

6c5db738e324 
 

 
 
 

 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=3481199&tid=&pid=&queryId=df67c494ae352f03b726a119eec
71947&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58282&_phstart=successSource 

 
Father: 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/628693077/?article=5861c918-841b-455b-8a6b-6c5db738e324
https://www.newspapers.com/image/628693077/?article=5861c918-841b-455b-8a6b-6c5db738e324
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=58714678&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457d
b8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58309&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 
 
 

 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=3271362&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457db
8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58310&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=58714678&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457db8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58309&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=58714678&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457db8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58309&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=3693&h=58714678&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457db8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58309&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=3271362&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457db8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58310&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=3271362&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457db8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58310&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7338&h=3271362&tid=&pid=&queryId=727d1812dc7944e2a1c28457db8da4bc&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58310&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/344690821:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=489cccfb9b00e51f5d165934477d1785&_phsr
c=hFB58324&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2905920:61457?tid=&pid=&queryId=489cccfb9b00e51f5d165934477d1785&_phsrc
=hFB58325&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2905920:61457?tid=&pid=&queryId=489cccfb9b00e51f5d165934477d1785&_phsrc=hFB58325&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2905920:61457?tid=&pid=&queryId=489cccfb9b00e51f5d165934477d1785&_phsrc=hFB58325&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2905920:61457?tid=&pid=&queryId=489cccfb9b00e51f5d165934477d1785&_phsrc=hFB58325&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1558059:61406 

 

 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=61668&h=849182&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61406 
 
 
 

Father: 
 
 

 
“New York Tribune” Thursday 27 Jan 1910 p 10 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1558059:61406
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/703237:2280 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/493040:7733 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/703237:2280
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/693264:61778 

 
Siblings: 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/693264:61778
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Marriage of brother William R. SOFFEN (1886-1972) to Sophie Merkin - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9135479:61406 

 

 
Marriage of sister Anna H. Soffin (1887-1965) to Abraham Schlosberg 9 Feb 1908 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5791245:61406 
 

 
 
 
Name:  Frank Soffin 
Name variations:  misidentified in some newspaper account as “Coffin” instead of Soffin
 - family members use Soffen & Saffen 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private  
Serial number:  250,057 
Entered service from: New York, New York NY   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Frank Soffin 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Isreal [sic/Israel], 1477 Fulton Ave., NY, NY 
Returned from war on: "Patricia" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Frank Soffin 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Israel Soffin, 1477 Fulton Ave., NY, NY (pvt, 278th Aero 
[Observation] Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Frank SAFFIN (also read as Saffert) - b. 8 Apr 1891 
NY, NY; res: 1477 Fulton Ave., Bronx, NY. Single. Salesman, Winkler & Shultz, 54 Division St. Has 
dependent father & mother. Claimed exemption from draft: “sole support” – Height: 5’7” – medium 
build. Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1376345:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=df67c494ae352f03b726a119eec71947&_phsrc=h
FB58287&_phstart=successSource 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Frank Soffin - b. 8 Apr 1892 NYC, NY; res: 176 E. 176th 
St., Bronx NY. NOK wife Sally Soffin [no address given]. Employed by Pappas Fur Co., 115 W. 29th 
St., NYC, NY [the same firm employs his brother William at the same time]. “glasses” – Height: 
5’10” – 210 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  16 Jul 1919 
Address:  1728 Crotone Park East, NY, NY 
Rank/unit:    private, 278th Aero Squadron 



15 
 

 

 
Birth & death: 
Born:   8 Apr 1892 (WWII draft) or 8 Apr 1891 (WWI draft) NY, NY or 27 Apr 1891 (Social Security 
Death IndexI) or Apr 1890 (1900 census) – on his NY Army Card, listed as 26 years 5 months old on 
12 Oct 1917 – in the “NY Herald” 9 Feb 1918: 26 yrs old)  
Died: 11 Oct 1976 Miami-Dade Co. FL  
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Israel Soffin, 15 Dec 1862 Russia – 16 Jan 1951 Brooklyn, Kings NY. Resided at 1477 Fulton 
Ave., NY, NY in Feb 1918.  Cloakmaker. Arrived in NYC, NY on 10 Mar 1887. Naturalized in NY 14 Jan 
1901. Buried in Mount Lebanon Cemetery, Glendale, Queens NY. 
Find A Grave:  99615839  
 
Mother: Lena Richman Saffen, ca. 1869 Russia – 8 Feb 1937 Bronx NY. Daughter of Joseph 
Richman. Her NY death records & her Find A Grave record spell her married surname as 
SAFFEN.  Buried on 9 Feb 1937 in Mount Lebanon Cemetery, Glendale, Queens NY as 
SAFFEN. 
Find A Grave:  99398454 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Sally Ostroff Soffin, 14 Aug 1907 Russia – 7 Aug 1980 Palm Beach Co. FL. Daughter of 
Samuel Ostroff & Rebecca Schriffres, both born Russia.  
According to her obituary, her funeral services & burial were held in New Jersey.   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 28 May 1929 Manhattan NY 
 
Children: 

• Elaine H. Soffin Budoff, 17 May 1930 Bronx NY – 30 Jan 1964 NY. Married Ira Noel Budoff 
(1928-2006, F: 151713905) in Manhattan NY, obtaining a license on 22 Aug 1950. She died 
at age 33. Her husband Ira married Sondra P. Pearlman on 15 Aug 1965 in NY.  

 
Siblings:  

• William Roy Soffen, 15 Feb [WWII draft] or 18 Feb 1885 Slutzk, Russia – 7 Sep 1972 (last 
residence was the Bronx NY).   SSN 087-07-8063. Married 27 Dec 1910 in Kings Co. NY to 
Sophie Merkin (1885-1968, F: 77001287). On his WWI draft registration, he lists his middle 
name as Roy & is a furrier, naturalized through his father. - In the 1940 census for the Bronx 
NY, William Soffen, 54 Russia, naturalized, parents b. Russia lives at 1446 Harrod Ave. with 
wife Sophie (54 Russia), their 3 daughters & son & sister-in-law, widowed Esther Friedsell 
(59 Russia).  – On his WWII draft registration, William resides at 1446 Harrod Ave. with wife 
Sofie & is employed at Pappas Fur, 115 W. 29th St., NYC, NY, the same employer listed by 
his brother Frank on his WWII registration. Buried in Mount Hebron Cemetery, Flushing, 
Queens NY. F: 77001288 
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• Anna H. Soffin Schlosberg, Aug 1887 Russia – 25 Dec 1965. Married 9 Feb 1908 in 
Manhattan NY to Abraham Schlosberg (15 Apr 1881 Russia – 19 Apr 1954, F: 99400564). 
When Abraham registered for the WWII draft, he lived at 1724 Crotona Park East, Bronx NY 
(the address where his mother-in-law Lena died). Abraham & Anna are buried in Mount 
Lebanon Cemetery, Glendale, Queens NY. F: 99400565 

• Rachel (“Ray”) Soffin Kavovit, 28 Aug 1893 NY – 10 Mar 1976 Brooklyn, Kings NY. Married 16 
Jun 1921 in Manhattan NY to Charles I. Kavovit (1892-1978, F: 80631044). They had 1 son, 
Arthur Yale Kavovit/Kavit (1923-2011). Buried in Mount Ararat Cemetery, East Farmingdale, 
Suffolk NY. F: 80631045 

 
Notes:  
 
Frank’s brother William Roy Soffen lists his birthplace as Slutsk, Russia, on his WWII draft 
registration. This town is now in the country of Belarus. Until WWII, the city was 
predominantly Jewish. Nazi massacres by the German Army of the Jewish population 
occurred in 1941, 1942 and 1943. As of 2022, the Jewish population is now less than 100.   
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
lived with parents & sister at 1477 Fulton Ave., Bronx NY. Trained at Camp Upton, then Kelly Field 
TX 
 
"NY Tribune" 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - Israel Soffin got a cable "Arrived safely" from Buncrana, Ireland, 
about son Frank's  arrival before he saw the list of those on board. Age 26, salesman.  
 
Post-war: 
 
1925 NYC city directory 
Soffin, Frank, 1477 Fulton Ave., salesman 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  109-07-1312 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Manhattan, NY, NY – 41 Forsyth 
Israel SOFFEN, 37 Russia, Dec 1862, parents b. Russia, married 15 years, emigrated 1888, 
in US for 12 years, papers filed, clock kontractur  
Lenie, 32 Russia, Aug 1867, parents b. Russia, emigrated 1890, in US for 10 years, gave 
birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
William, 15 Russia, Jan 1885, emigrated 1890, in US for 10 years, at school 
Annie, 12 Russia, Aug 1887, emigrated 1890, in US for 10 years, at school 
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Frank, 9 NY, Apr 1890, at school 
Rachel, 6 NY, Aug 1893, at school 
& 2 male boarders: 
Davis Bernstein, 28 Russia, Jul 1871, parents b. Russia, single, cloaks 
Sam Soffin, 20 Russia, Nov 1879, parents b. Russia, single, cloaks 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1915 NY state census - Bronx NY 
Isreal [sic] Soffin, 50 Russia, in US for 26 years, cloaks contractor 
Lena, 47 Russia, in US for 25 years, housework 
Ray, 20 US  
Frank, 24 US, salesman 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1925 NY state census – Bronx NY – 1477 Fulton Ave. 
Israel Soffin, 60 Russia, in US for 36 years, naturalized 1901 in NY, cloaks & s. [misread & 
misindexed as Sarad instead of Israel] 
Lena, 67 Russia, in US for 34 years, housework 
Frank, 30 US, salesman 
Charles Kavovit, 32 US, clothier  
Ray Kavovit, 27 US, housework [Israel & Lena’s daughter Rachel/Ray] 
Arthur Kavovit, 2 US 
 
1925 NY state census – Bronx NY – Fairmont Place – his future wife 
Samuel Ostroff, 55 Russia, naturalized in NY in 1921, peddler 
Rebecca, 42 Russia, housework 
Betty, 21 Russia, operator 
Sally, 18 Russia, bookkeeper 
Ray, 16 Russia, saleslady [daughter] 
Harold, 9 US, school 
 
1930 Bronx, Bronx NY – 1511 Sheridan Ave. 
Frank Soffin, 38 NY, parents b. Russia, age 36 at 1st marriage, buyer, cloak & suit, veteran 
status box left blank 
Sally, 22 Russia, parents b. Russia, age 22 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Bronx, Bronx NY – Grand Concourse 
Joseph Weissman, 42 NY, parents b. Russia, salesman, retail luggage 
Ray Weissman, 29 Russia, naturalized, parents b. Russia [wife 
Ellen Weissman, 7 NY [daughter] 
Gerald Weissman, 3 NY [son] 
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Frank SOFFEN, 45 NY, parents b. Russia, furrier, wholesale furs [partner] [misindexed as 
“farrier”] 
Sally Soffen, 32 Russia, parents b. Russia, naturalized [wife] 
Elaine Soffen, 9 NY [daughter] 
 
1950 Bronx, Bronx NY 
Frank Soffin, 56 NY, salesman, blouse factory 
Sally H., 42 Russia 
Elaine H., 19 NY 
 


