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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
Sanford, Lester Erwin  

1896 OR – 1941 OR 
 

 
Lester Erwin Sanford - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-

1531367232/media/d86c2175-aa87-4d05-9aba-babba881bd59 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531367232/media/d86c2175-aa87-4d05-9aba-babba881bd59
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531367232/media/d86c2175-aa87-4d05-9aba-babba881bd59
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Caption for #13 Lester E. Sanford, of cottage Grove, with 20th Engineers in France – 

“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 19 Jan 1919 p 41 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/77162047/?terms=%22lester%20e%20sanford%22

&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/77162047/?terms=%22lester%20e%20sanford%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/77162047/?terms=%22lester%20e%20sanford%22&match=1
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Myra Larson Roberts Sanford, Lester Erwin Sanford, Mildred Lelah Roberts - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1178566681/media/9b2e193c-6b64-42a7-b358-97caca71b5db 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” Friday 19 Sep 1941 p 2  
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“Klamath News” (Klamath Falls OR) Tuesday 23 Sep 1941 p 2  

 

 
Died as a result of a train accident – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 20 Sep 1941 p 4  
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“Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Tuesday 23 Sep 1941 p 5 
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OR death record – cause of death “severe burns all over body due to breaking steam pipe” 

– he was a locomotive engineer on the Southern Pacific - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/24862:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=170fdd42bf3c2481aaecd5b39b7876c8&_
phsrc=hFB53002&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/24862:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=170fdd42bf3c2481aaecd5b39b7876c8&_phsrc=hFB53002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/24862:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=170fdd42bf3c2481aaecd5b39b7876c8&_phsrc=hFB53002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/24862:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=170fdd42bf3c2481aaecd5b39b7876c8&_phsrc=hFB53002&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-

HTTB?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW4X-9KPZ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-HTTB?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW4X-9KPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-HTTB?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW4X-9KPZ
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPLJ-P34S 

 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 7 Dec 1917 p 4  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPLJ-P34S
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“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Thursday 13 Dec 1917 p 2  
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2  
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 16 Jun 1919 p 8  

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Saturday 28 Jun 1919 p 2  

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 8 Jul 1919 p 7 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Thursday 11 Mar 1920 p 10  

 
 



15 
 

 

 

 
In probate court – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 17 Dec 1941 p 5  

 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Myra Lena Larson Roberts Sanford - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/114752580/person/400133278733/media/444ed686-6fa5-4a9b-b12c-
3f7df2092666 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114752580/person/400133278733/media/444ed686-6fa5-4a9b-b12c-3f7df2092666
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114752580/person/400133278733/media/444ed686-6fa5-4a9b-b12c-3f7df2092666
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114752580/person/400133278733/media/444ed686-6fa5-4a9b-b12c-3f7df2092666
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Marriage to 1st husband, Melvin Lucious Roberts, on 29 Jun 1916 Eugene, Lane OR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/121941994:61677?tid=114752580&pid=400133278733&queryId=098abb3cd

3a471af45ddda9448b16196&_phsrc=hFB53001&_phstart=successSource 
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Melvin Lucious Roberts – 1st husband of Myra Lena Larson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1178565922/media/183b5d2e-b0d0-4c1f-9fae-ce58118f9a49 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1178565922/media/183b5d2e-b0d0-4c1f-9fae-ce58118f9a49
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1178565922/media/183b5d2e-b0d0-4c1f-9fae-ce58118f9a49
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Lester Erwin Sanford’s marriage to Myra Lena Larson Roberts – 8 Feb 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610
_0333-07972?pId=120450759 

 
Stepdaughter: 
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marriage of stepdaughter Mildred Lelah Roberts to her 1st husband, William R. Riley, on 10 
Nov 1937 in Vancouver, Clark WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/905404786:2378 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/905404786:2378
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/905404786:2378
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 18 Nov 1937 p 9  
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Birth of Mildred Lelah Roberts - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4503:61676 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4503:61676
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4503:61676
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Obituary of Mildred Lelah Roberts Wiley Boyd – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Wednesday 23 Apr 1997 p 19 
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Parents Walter Clinton Sanford & Mabel Florence Dyer Sanford - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
2023194357/media/01f0c72f-609d-4b22-b68d-e0ba6e85530b 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-2023194357/media/01f0c72f-609d-4b22-b68d-e0ba6e85530b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-2023194357/media/01f0c72f-609d-4b22-b68d-e0ba6e85530b
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“Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Friday 31 Oct 1941 p 7 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Mabel Dyer Sanford with daughter Marie, 1925 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/968585/person/-2023194048/media/bb429aa0-6c0d-4754-964f-
be140cbb17fd 

 
Siblings: 

 
 



26 
 

 

 
Sibling #2 – sister Eva May Sanford Lebengood Smith (1898-1977), taken on Christmas Day 

1946 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1547669101/media/6ce77761-aced-4a7f-99b3-e402bdbc6a0e 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1547669101/media/6ce77761-aced-4a7f-99b3-e402bdbc6a0e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1547669101/media/6ce77761-aced-4a7f-99b3-e402bdbc6a0e
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Eva Sanford’s 1st husband Carl William Lebengood & their son Walter Charles Lebengood 

(1919-1944), killed in the Philippines as a 1st lieutenant in WWI - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1531315489/media/a30fdab9-61d7-40f5-ae04-1a18c904818b 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531315489/media/a30fdab9-61d7-40f5-ae04-1a18c904818b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531315489/media/a30fdab9-61d7-40f5-ae04-1a18c904818b
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Sibling #3 – Myrtle Edith Sanford Crowe (1900-1978) – photograph ca. 1918 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1531362362/media/6fd7e938-3b80-4c36-a066-c083ac1929d9 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531362362/media/6fd7e938-3b80-4c36-a066-c083ac1929d9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531362362/media/6fd7e938-3b80-4c36-a066-c083ac1929d9
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Obituary of Myrtle Edith Sanford Crowe – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Wednesday 31 

May 1978 p 43 
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Sibling #5 Grace Sanford - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531360336/media/837f996c-169f-4bf9-b5e9-5b945e02eca8 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531360336/media/837f996c-169f-4bf9-b5e9-5b945e02eca8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531360336/media/837f996c-169f-4bf9-b5e9-5b945e02eca8
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B280909 -

00378?pId=4402053 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B280909-00378?pId=4402053
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B280909-00378?pId=4402053
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281356 -

00297?pId=6407799 
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Brothers Glenn, Archie, Ray & Eldon – caption does not identify them but Eldon was born 

1905, Archie born 1908, Raymond born 1910 & Glenn born 1913 – so left to right based on 
heights may be Glenn, Archie, Raymond, Eldon - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531359783/media/67e8e824-948b-4881-8883-
bbefd721c72e 

 
 

Sibling #6 - funeral home record of brother Eldon John Sanford (1905-1927) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2468/images/40289_1821100517_07

45-00026?pId=6905 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2468/images/40289_1821100517_0745-00026?pId=6905
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2468/images/40289_1821100517_0745-00026?pId=6905
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Sibling # 7 - death of brother Archie Laverne Sanford (1908-1922) from accidental gunshot 

wound – Find A Grave 24697123 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2468/images/40289_1821100517_07
44-00131?pId=1883 

 
Sibling #8 – brother Raymond Harvey Sanford (1910-1960) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
2023216854/media/179c75df-3138-41d5-9517-37c7525515a3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-2023216854/media/179c75df-3138-41d5-9517-37c7525515a3
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-2023216854/media/179c75df-3138-41d5-9517-37c7525515a3
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Marriage to 1st wife Wenona/Winona B. Williams – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Tuesday 5 

Jul 1932 p 5 
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Obituary of Raymond’s 1st wife Winona Williams Sanford – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Wednesday 5 Sep 1934 p 4 
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Obituary of Raymond Harvey Sanford – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Wednesday 9 Mar 

1960 p 12 
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OR death record of Raymond Harvey Sanford - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/156280:61675 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/156280:61675
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/156280:61675
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Sibling #9 – brother Glenn Edward Sanford (1913-1962) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1531354817/media/0480976f-6ad4-4c94-a4ec-6fee7e0c372b 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531354817/media/0480976f-6ad4-4c94-a4ec-6fee7e0c372b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531354817/media/0480976f-6ad4-4c94-a4ec-6fee7e0c372b
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Obituary of Glenn Edward Sanford – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Monday 17 Sep 1962 

p 5 
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“Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Saturday 26 Oct 1935 p 5  
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180201621:61678 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/177399:61675 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/177399:61675
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Sibling # 10 – sister LaVelle Sanford Serdotz Giese Veiga (1918-1992) 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1531354034/media/583b78a4-017f-412f-8507-32f24570a130 

 

 
LaVelle Sanford & Nicolaus Serdotz – on their wedding day? - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-
1431563970/media/5b4343ec-307d-4d5f-8622-a27cab7b8b3b 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531354034/media/583b78a4-017f-412f-8507-32f24570a130
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1531354034/media/583b78a4-017f-412f-8507-32f24570a130
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1431563970/media/5b4343ec-307d-4d5f-8622-a27cab7b8b3b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/968585/person/-1431563970/media/5b4343ec-307d-4d5f-8622-a27cab7b8b3b
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/43272:61677 
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LaVelle’s divorce from William Richard Giese - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/180156280:61678 
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Marriage of Grace to Stanton Calvin Stenger –  “The Olympian” (Olympia WA) Sunday 15 
Oct 1944 p 6 

 
 
 

 
Sister Ella Marie Sanford Beaty Prather Bone Mann (1922-1997) with unidentified man, but 
likely her 1st husband, Herschel Norman Beaty, whom she married in 1942 when he was a 

US Army sergeant & divorced in 1947 - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/gallery?galleryPage=1 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/gallery?galleryPage=1
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/gallery?galleryPage=1
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/120596171:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=7f4c78154b8d9202f446a6374b4584
92&_phsrc=hFB53010&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Ella Marie Sanford & Herschel Beaty – marriage license – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Wednesday 26 Aug 1942 p 5 
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Divorce granted to Ella Marie Sanford Beaty on 20 Jan 1947, filed 16 Aug 1946, on grounds 

of “cruel and inhuman treatment” in Marion Co. OR - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/180145862:61678?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed91bd00434db17ebe8e63126f4195
79&_phsrc=hFB53012&_phstart=successSource  

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180145862:61678?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed91bd00434db17ebe8e63126f419579&_phsrc=hFB53012&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180145862:61678?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed91bd00434db17ebe8e63126f419579&_phsrc=hFB53012&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180145862:61678?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed91bd00434db17ebe8e63126f419579&_phsrc=hFB53012&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Ella Marie Sandford (1922-1997) to Dean Alvin Prather 29 Aug 1947 Chehalis, 

Lewis WA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004136988_00654?pI

d=138131 
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Glenn Sanford & sister Ella Marie Sanford - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/media/c007a682-a4ca-42fd-
9db4-3b1f7738f286?_phsrc=hFB52989&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=5&sort=-created 
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Grace, Ella Marie & child Judy Bone - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/media/ad823057-b127-4312-
acc4-6ee5fefa3f7c?_phsrc=hFB52990&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/media/ad823057-b127-4312-acc4-6ee5fefa3f7c?_phsrc=hFB52990&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/media/ad823057-b127-4312-acc4-6ee5fefa3f7c?_phsrc=hFB52990&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/968585/person/-1531353458/media/ad823057-b127-4312-acc4-6ee5fefa3f7c?_phsrc=hFB52990&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=6&sort=-created
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Obituary of Ella Marie Sanford – “Honolulu (HI) Star Bulletin, Wednesday 31 Dec 1997 p 18  

 

 
“Honolulu (HI) Advertiser” Thursday 1 Jan 1998 p 22  
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Acquittal of her daughter Judith for killing her (Judith’s) husband – “Honolulu (HI) 

Advertiser” Saturday 22 Apr 1978 p 1 & p 4 
 
 
 

          
  
Name:  Lester Erwin Sanford 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,402 
Entered service from:  Cottage Grove, Lane OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lester E. Sanford 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mabel F. Sanford, Cottage Grove OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lester E. Sanford 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Mabel F. Sanford, Cottage Grove OR (PFC, 
16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lester Erwin Sanford - b. 5 Sep 1895 Woodburn 
OR; res: 999 E. 28th, Portland OR. Single. Engine fireman, Southern Pacific Railway Co., 
Brooklyn Shops, Portland OR. Medium height, slender build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  1838 Lawrence St., Eugene OR 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Sep 1896 Woodburn, Marion OR  
Died: 19 Sep 1941 Klamath Falls, Klamath OR (burned over entire body in train accident 
when steam pipe broke)    
Find A Grave record: 29255470 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Eugene, Lane OR 
Cemetery:  West Lawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone: in text of obituary on Find A Grave: Tuscania, 16 Co. 20th Eng.   
 
Father:  Walter Clinton Sanford, 8 Jan 1874 Slayton, Marion OR – 30 Oct 1941 Salem, 
Marion OR. Son of George Washington Sanford & Martha Jane Dawes. Buried in Salem 
Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion OR. 
Find A Grave:  24697126 
 
Mother: Mabel Florence Dyer Sanford, 24 Nov 1879 Kansas City, Wyandotte KS – 30 Jun 
1947 Salem, Marion OR. Daughter of George Harvey Dyer & Dufama Alzora Petticord (later 
married Culp). Buried in Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion OR. 
Find A Grave:  24697125 
Parents’ marriage:  25 Mar 1895 Marion Co. OR 
 
Spouse: Myra Lena Larson Roberts Sanford, 6 May 1901 Wolf Creek, Polk WI – 13 Nov 1943 
Eugene, Lane OR. Daughter of Andrew Peter Larson & Harriet Valencia Neyman.  
On 29 Jun 1916 in Eugene, Lane OR, Myra Larson married Melvin Lucious Roberts, 2 Oct 
1895 Minnesota City, Winona MN – 31 May 1989 Quinton, Pittsburg KS. He was the son of 
Richard Thomas Roberts & Ora Frances Asher. Melvin was age 19 & Myra age 16 when they 
married. Melvin’s Find A Grave 71292826 lists him as born Oct 1896 Todd Co. MN & died 
1989 OK, burial location unknown. They had 1 daughter, Mildred Lelah/Lelan Roberts, in 
1917 (see below). 
In the 1920 census for Precinct 3, Lane Co. OR, Myra L. Roberts (19 WI, divorced, father b. 
Denmark, mother b. WI) & daughter Mildred L. Roberts (2 OR, father b. MN, mother b. WI) 
lived with Myra’s parents, Andrew P. Larson (55 Denmark, parents b. Denmark,  sawmill 
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laborer) & Harriet V. Larson (50 WI, father b. TN, mother b. NC). The census was conducted 
3 Jan 1920. Myra Roberts & Lester Sanford married a month later (8 Feb 1920).  
Buried in West Lawn Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  29255482 
Marriage: 8 Feb 1920 Lane Co. OR as Myra Lena Roberts. Had 1 previous marriage.  
 
Stepdaughter: 

• Mildred Lelah/Lelan Roberts Riley Boyd, 3 May 1917 Cottage Grove, Lane OR – 14 Apr 1997 
Salem, Marion OR. – Married William Richard (“Bill”) Riley on 10 Nov 1937 in Vancouver, 
Clark WA. He was the son of William H. Riley & Eleanor Sorenson, born 23 Aug 1915 
Fremont, Dodge NE & died 13 Apr 2019 Eugene, Lane OR. He is buried in Rest-Haven 
Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR, F: 198461971. In 1958 Bill married Amy Wayne Williams 
(1919-2004). In the 1940 census for Eugene, Lane OR, W.R. Riley (24 NE, radio repair, own 
business) lived at 1846 Jefferson St. with wife Mildred Riley (22 OR, stenographer, Lane Co. 
Public Welfare). In 1935 both had lived in Eugene OR.  When he registered for the WWII 
draft, William Richard Riley lived at the 1846 Jefferson address in Eugene, Lane OR with wife 
Mrs. Mildred Lelah Riley. – On 1 Dec 1943 in WA, Mildred married James Truman Boyd (21 
Sep 1909 Kansas City, Wyandotte KS – 17 Jul 1981 Elgin, Union OR, F: 17090388). Mildred 
Boyd is buried in Elgin Cemetery, Elgin, Union OR. F: 38050228 

 
Siblings:  

• Eva May Sanford Lebengood Smith, 2 Feb 1898 Waterloo, Linn OR – 3 Dec 1977 Coos Bay, 
Coos OR. Married in OR in 1918 to Carl William Lebengood (1895 NY – 1972 CA), with whom 
Eva had 3 children. Married 18 Oct 1945 in Jackson Co. OR to George Charles Smith (1897-
1980, F: 73861817). Buried in Ocean View Memory Gardens & Crematory, Coos Bay, Coos 
OR. F: 93190085 

• Myrtle Edith Sanford Crowe, 22 Feb 1900 Dallas, Polk OR – 31 May 1978 Salem, Marion OR. 
Married 16 Feb 1918 in Vancouver, Clark WA to Chester Clifford Crowe (1895-1972, F: 
130958526). They had 2 children. Buried in Restlawn Memory Gardens, West Salem, Polk 
OR. F: 130958527 

• Leroy Cecil Sanford, 11 Jan 1901 Woodburn, Marion OR – 23 Sep 1901.  
• Grace Maude Sanford Milborn Campbell Stenger, 23 Apr 1903 North Yakima, Yakima WA – 

10 May 1981 Toledo, Lincoln Co. OR. Listed as Grace Milborn in Aug 1927 & as Grace 
Campbell of San Fernando CA in Sep 1941. – Married Stanton Calvin Stenger (1903 WA – 
1975 OR, F: 52714178) on 16 Jan 1921 in Clark Co. WA. Then they got a marriage license on 
2 Sep 1944 in Clark Co. WA & apparently again on 29 Sep 1944 in Thurston Co. WA & 
married 2 Oct 1944 in Clark Co. WA Listed as Mrs. Grace Stenger of Portland OR in Jun 
1947. Stanton was also married to Bessie Kotlay (1906-1946, F: 156072841).  Grace is 
buried in Batesman Chelan Abbey Mausoleum, Newport, Lincoln OR. F: 52714160 

• Eldon John Sanford, 18 Dec 1905 San Jose, Santa Clara CA – 8 May 1927 Salem, Marion OR. 
Died of tuberculosis of the spine. Buried in Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion OR. F: 
24697124 

• Archie Laverne Sanford, 26 Apr 1908 London, Lane OR – 26 Nov 1922 Salem, Marion OR. 
Died at age 14. Buried in Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion OR. F: 24697123 

• Raymond Harvey Sanford, 1 Apr 1910 London, Linn OR – 7 Mar 1960 Salem, Marion OR. 
Married 2 Jul 1932 in Salem, Marion OR to Winona B. Williams (1911-1934). Following her 



59 
 

 

death, Ray married Dorothy Bernice Boskill (1912-2000) on 19 Dec 1936 in Portland, 
Multnomah OR. Not on Find A Grave as of 14 Oct 2022. 

• Glenn/Glen Edward Sanford, 19 Jun 1913 Bandon, Coos OR – 14 Sep 1962 Portland, 
Multnomah OR.  On 1 Mar 1936 in Portland, Multnomah OR, he married to Beverly Jean 
Burkitt (1916-1978); they had 2 children. They divorced 31 Aug 1956 in Multnomah Co. OR. 
He was survived by wife Betty. Buried in Riverview Abbey Mausoleum & Crematory, 
Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 127525728 

• LaVelle Maxine Sanford Serdotz Giese Wilgers Veiga, 14 Jun 1918 Lebanon, Linn OR – 24 Jan 
1992 Auburn, Placer CA. SSN 541-09-6805. – Married Nickolaus (Nick) Serdotz (1915 MT – 
1950 WA, F: 169797362). She was listed as LaVelle Serdotz in a Sep 1941 obituary. – On 19 
Apr 1947 she married William R. Giese in Marion Co. OR. She was referred to as LaVelle 
Giese in a Jun 1947 obituary. They divorced 13 Sep 1948 in Yamhill Co. OR. William was age 
24 & she was age 28 when they married. His birthdate was 25 Jul 1922 IL. Believe he may be 
the William Ray Giese with a birthdate of 25 Jul 1921 or 1922 Paris IL, who died 14 May 
1993. – On 31 Mar 1949 in Polk Co. OR she married Carl W. Wilgers (1920-1952) using the 
surname Sanford. She said she was divorced, with 2 previous marriages; Carl was divorced 
with 1 previous marriage. Carl was the son of Fred W. & Pearl Wilgers. – On 15 May 1954 she 
married Joseph Anthony (Jerry) Veiga (1917-1988, F: 50468511) in Placer Co. CA.  – Lavelle 
is buried with the surname Veiga in Newcastle Cemetery, Newcastle, Placer CA. F: 
50468553 

• Ella Marie Sanford Beaty Prather Bone Mann, 27 Sep 1922 Salem, Marion OR – 27 Dec 1997 
Waiahae, Honolulu HI.  SSN 542-14-1528. – Her 1st husband was Herschel Norman Beaty 
(28 Apr 1918 Zephyr, Brown TX – 4 Dec 1964 Solano Co. CA, SSN 441-36-6694), the son of 
Willard Norman Beaty & Mary Pearl Green. Herschel & Marie married 5 Sep 1942 in Salem, 
Marion OR when he was a sergeant in the US Army. His pre-war occupation was oilfield 
worker. She filed for divorce on 16 Aug 1946, claiming cruel & inhuman treatment & the 
divorce was granted in Marion Co. OR on 20 Jan 1947. Herschel is buried in San Francisco 
National Cemetery, F: 3520434. Married Dean Alvin Prather (1915-1969, F: 188491278) on 
29 Aug 1947 Chehalis, Lewis WA. It was her 2nd marriage & Dean’s 3rd marriage. - Listed with 
surname Bone living in Lancaster CA in Mar 1960.  John Sharp Bone (1913 IL – 1991, F: 
385302) was the son of Oscar & Elsie Bone. He married Bessie May Bell on 18 Mar 1975 in 
Reno NV. - Listed with surname Mann living in Hawaii in May 1978. Ella died with the 
surname Mann.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – among those on board 
Tuscania: Lester E. Sanford of Cottage Grove OR. 
 
"Oregon Daily Journal" (Portland OR) 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – his mother Mrs. Mabel Sanford in 
Cottage Grove OR received a message from the Adjutant General on 10 Feb 1918 that 
Lester was safe 
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"Eugene (OR) Guard" 11 Mar 1918 p 2 - letter from L.E. Sanford to mother, Mrs. Mabel 
Sanford of Cottage Grove OR, says he is still alive & feeling fine, and getting 4 meals a day. 
The Americans & Scotch think this year they'll get the Kaiser; don't worry about him  
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 19 Jan 1919 p 41 – among servicemen: Lester 
E. Sanford of Cottage Grove OR, with the 20 th Engineers in France. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald" Friday 19 Sep 1941 p 2 - Lester Erwin Sanford died 
after a brief illness at age 45 years, 14 days. Born Woodburn OR. Survived by wife Myra L., 
daughter Mrs. Mildred Riley (Eugene OR), parents Mr. & Mrs. Walter Sanford (Salem OR), 5 
sisters Mrs. Eva Lebengood (Klamath Falls), Mrs. Grace Campbell (San Fernando CA), Mrs. 
Myrtle Crowe & Mrs. LaVelle Serdotz (both Salem OR), Miss Marie Sanford (Portland), 2 
brothers Ray of Salem OR & Glenn of Everett WA. WWI veteran, served overseas, in the 
18th Co., 20th Engineers, Tuscania survivor.  
 
Social Security number: 700-09-9360 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 cannot locate 
 
1910 Wallace, Lane OR – Coast Fork River 
Walter C. Sanford, 38 OR, father b. IL, mother b. IN, married 15 years, in 1 st marriage, 
farmer, own farm 
Mabel F., 30 MO, father b. AR, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are 
living 
Lester E., 13 OR 
Eva M., 12 OR 
Myrtle E., 10 OR 
Grace M., 7 WA 
Eldon J., 5 CA 
Archie L., 2 OR 
Ray H., zero months OR 
& brother John W. Sanford, 38 OR, single, father b. IL, mother b. IN, carpenter, house 
 
1920 Precinct L, Lane Co. OR – 1031 Washington Ave. 
Walter C. Sanford, 45 OR, father b. IL, mother b. WI, mill wright, sawmill 
Mabel F., 40 MO, father b. AR, mother b. IL 
Lester E., 23 OR, fireman, railroad 
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Grace M., 16 WA 
Eldon J., 14 CA 
Raymond H., 8 OR 
Glenn E., 6 OR 
Lavelle M., 1 OR 
 
1930 Eugene, Lane OR – 1818 Lawrence St. 
Lester E. Sanford, 34 OR, father b. OR, mother b. KS, fireman, railroad, WWI veteran 
Myra L. Sanford, 33 WI, father b. Denmark, mother b. WI [wife] 
Mildred L. Roberts, 12 OR, father b. MN, mother b. WI [stepdaughter] 
 
1940 Eugene, Lane OR – 1818 Lawrence St. – same house in 1935 
L.E. Sanford, 43 OR, engineer, Southern Pacific 
Myra, 41 WI 
 


