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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Smither, Thomas McCourt 
1892 TX – 1976 CA 
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Thomas McCourt Smither – University of Nevada yearbook 1913 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40807_520307001_0069-

00038?pId=263227360 
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Thomas McCourt Smither “San Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 -  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWKX-4Y3Z 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B020123-00679?pId=440993 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GM74-MV4 

 
Life: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B020123-00679?pId=440993
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GM74-MV4
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“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Wednesday 5 May 1909 p 6 

 

 
“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Friday 15 Oct 1909 p 5 
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“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Monday 18 Nov 1912 p 7 

 

 
*** 
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“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Monday 12 May 1913 p 1 

 

 
“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Monday 8 Nov 1915 p 5 
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“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Tuesday 14 Aug 1917 p 6 

 
 

 
[list continues] 

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Friday 26 Oct 1917 p 8 
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“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Saturday 27 Oct 1917 p 1 
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“Nevada State Journal” (Reno NV) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Yerington (NV) Times” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 

 
“Napa (CA) Valley Register” Tuesday 28 Jul 1931 p 8 
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“Redding (CA) Searchlight” Saturday 28 Jun 1941 p 2 

 

 
“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Wednesday 28 Oct 1942 p 4 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83950714_1cf89f80-3244-

445c-a33d-df57a963c5e6?pId=421745 
 

Mother: 
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Mother Kathleen Saunders Smither - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1946731:61157 
 
      Sibling: 

 



16 
 

 

 



17 
 

 

 
WWI draft registration of brother Lawrence X. Smither – unemployed miner in Reno NV - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/21421477:6482?tid=50500455&pid=27334821890&queryId=f220e913aaee9
2e29809eb5b51e5efcb&_phsrc=hFB58054&_phstart=successSource     

 
 
 

Name:  Thomas McCourt Smither 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Thomas McCourt Smither 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.T. Smither, 642 Jones St., San Francisco CA 
Returned from war on: "Imperator" Aug 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Thomas N. [sic] Smither 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Julia T. Smither, 729 Jones St., San 
Francisco CA (1st lt, 1st Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Thomas McCourt Smither - b. 26 Nov 1892 Temple 
TX; res: 429 Walnut, Reno NV. Single. Mining engineer for self, Reno NV. Military 
experience: cadet training, U of NV, Battalion for 4 years. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): San Francisco CA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Thomas McCourt Smither - b. 26 Nov 1892 
Temple TX; res: 3336 Laguna St., San Francisco CA. NOK Mrs. Edna F. Smither, same 
address. Employed at Pacific Gas & Electric, 245 Market St., San Francisco CA. Height: 5’8 
½” – 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  2 Sep 1917 
Discharged: Aug 1919   
Address:  1950 Jones St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit:   1st lieutenant, Corps of Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  26 Nov 1892 Temple, Bell TX  
Died: 27 Dec 1976 San Francisco, San Francisco CA    
Find A Grave record: 87623261 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Colma, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Cypress Lawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Thomas Smither, 15 Sep 1858 TX – 17 Apr 1922 San Francisco, San Francisco 
CA. Son of James Lawrence Smither & Emily Caroline Markham. Cremated; burial details 
unknown. 
Find A Grave: 180638815   
 
Mother: Kathleen Shelly Saunders Smither, Oct 1867 Belton, Bell TX – 10 Nov 1936 Santa 
Clara Co. CA. Daughter of Xenephon Boone Saunders (1828-1909, F: 110904244) & Annie 
Eliza Surghnor (1838-1915, F: 111678646). X.B. Boone started the 1st newspaper in Bell Co. 
TX - was the 1st mayor of Belton, Bell TX – was an attorney & district judge – served as an 
officer in the Confederate States of America TX Volunteer Infantry. Both X.B. & Annie were 
descended from Revolutionary War soldiers. X.B. was descended from Daniel Boone’s 
sister, Elizabeth Boone. 
Cremated; burial details unknown. 
Find A Grave:  180639266 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Jan 1889 
 
Spouse: Edna Florence Carse Smither, 21 Apr 1900 Seattle, King WA – 16 Dec 1980 
Sunnyvale, Santa Clara CA. SSN 569-23-4850. Daughter of Joseph H. Carse (1852-1922, F: 
5336444) & Lizzie (Elizabeth Jane) (1865-1915, F: 5336445), both born in Ireland. 
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Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 17 Jun 1931 King Co. WA 
 
Children: 
 
Sibling:  

• Lawrence X. Smither, 10 Feb 1890 Belton, Bell TX – 13 May 1931 Napa Co. CA. Presumably 
his middle initial X stands for Xenophon, the 1st name of his maternal grandfather. In 1910 
Lawrence X. Smither was in Sparks, Washoe NV, single, a patient at the Nevada Hospital for 
Mental Diseases, found on line 36 of the page. – In 1930 Lawrence K. Smither, 40 TX, 
parents b. TX, single, was a patient at the Napa State Hospital (Insane), found on line 92 of 
the page. Presumably he died in the state hospital in 1931. Not on Find A Grave as of 21 Dec 
2022. 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
"Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal" 12 May 1913 p 1 - candidate for B.S. degree from Mackay 
School of Mines - thesis: "The Design of a Gold-Ore Treatment Plant"  
 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” 27 Oct 1917 p 3 - to leave for Camp Lewis 3 Nov 1917: 
Thomas McCourt Smither, address: 429 Walnut St., Reno  
 
"Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal" 27 Oct 1917 p 3 - among those leaving for Camp Lewis 3 Nov 
1917 is Thomas Smither, resident of 429 Walnut St., Reno NV.   
 
"San Francisco Chronicle" 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – a cable of 9 Feb 1918 to his mother said he 
was safe. Commissioned an officer Aug 1917. Trained at Ft. Leavenworth. Attended Trinity 
School (NY), Lowell HS, graduate U of NV School of Mines 
 
“San Francisco Chronicle" 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - the relative of Thomas McCourt Smithers [sic] 
at the YMCA Hotel, 642 Jones St., San Francisco CA received a telegram on 10 Feb that he 
was safe. 
 
"Nevada State Journal" (Reno NV) 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - Lt. Thomas J. Smither - cablegram was 
received last night that he is safe. U of NV graduate, enlisted in the Engineers Corps Aug 
1916. About 26 years old. Mining engineer. After enlisting was sent to KS. 
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“Yerington (NV) Times" 16 Feb 1918 p. 1 - Lt. Thomas M. SMITHERS [sic] from Reno NV is 
safe. Word was sent to his mother Mrs. J.T. Smithers, YWCA Hotel, San Francisco CA. 
Graduate of Mackey School of Mines 1913. Employed in mining in Virginia City & other NV 
places. Commissioned in Engineers Corps last summer. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 546-07-3579 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Manhattan NY 
John T. Smither, 41 TX, Sep 1858, parents b. VA, married 11 years, landowner 
Kathleen T., 32 TX, Oct 1867, father b. TN, mother b. VA, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Lawrence, 10 TX, Feb 1890, at school 
Thomas, 7 TX, Nov 1892, at school 
& Black servant Mary Johnson, 23 VA, Jan 1877, single 
 
1910 Reno, Washoe NV – 141 Wert 
John T. Smither, 51 TX, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, mining promoter 
Katheline, 42 TX, father b. TN, mother b. VA, in 1st marriage 
Thomas, 17 TX, mining, miner, gold 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA  
John T. Smither, 61 TX, parents b. VA, operator, gold mines 
Kathleen S., 52 TX, father b. TN, mother b. VA 
Thomas M., 27 TX, single, engineering, minning [sic/mining] 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 2060 Leavenworth St. 
Thomas M. Smither, 37 TX, single, civil engineer, gas & electric power office, WWI veteran 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 3336 Laguna St. – in same house in 1935 
Thomas McLord Smither, 47 TX, draftsman, public utility 
Edna F., 39 WA 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 3336 Laguna 
Thomas M. Smither, 57 TX, civil engineer, gas & light company 
Edna F., 49 WA 
 
 


