DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Smither, Thomas McCourt
1892 TX-1976 CA



THOMAS| McCOURT SMITHER.

IHe cowld distinguish and divide
A hawr twizt south and southwest
side.

Mines; Reno, Nev.
Thomas McCourt Smither — University of Nevada yearbook 1913 -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40807_520307001_0069-
00038?pld=263227360




Thomas McCourt Smither “San Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 -
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWKX-4Y3Z

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B020123-00679?pld=440993

Thomas McCourt Smither
Vital = Texas Births and Christenings, 1840-1981

Name

Sex

Birth Date
Birthplace
Father's Name
Father's Sex
Mother's Name
Mother's Sex

Event Type

Thomas McCourt Smither

Male

20 Nov 1892

Temple, Bell, Texas, United States
John Thomas Smither

Male

Kathleen Shelley Saunders
Female

Birth

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GM74-MV4

Life:


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B020123-00679?pId=440993
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GM74-MV4

HARRIS. NOMINATED
FOR WEST POINT

Special to Gazette, |
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 4.-—-Sen-
ator Nixon today nominated Arthur)
Harris principal, and Thomas Smithers ,
jand George Abel alternates for tne ca- l'
I detship at West Point. There were |
numerous candidates seeking nomina- |
tion, through political prefermont, but
' Senator Nixon who is authorized un- |
‘der the law to make nominations pre-
ferred to give equal opportunity to all
young men of the state. As a result
‘@ competitive examination was held |
under the auspices of the universit:
and it was upen the result of this ex-
‘amination that Senator Nixon bmdl
(his appointment of today. $ S

i
i

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Wednesday 5 May 1909 p 6
e

- WEST POINT APPW

Thomas M. Smithers has been honor-
ed by United States Senator Newlands
with the appointment as cadet to West
Point from this state. Smithers is a
well known young man of this city.

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Friday 15 0ct 1909 p 5




“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Monday 18 Nov 1912 p 7




“Reno (NV) Gazett-Journal” Monday12 May 1913 p 1

MINES OF WONDER
PRODUCING STEADILY

Thomas L. Smithers, field engineer
for the Wonder mines and a graduate
of the University of Nevada, returned
to Wionder this morning after visiting

best camps in the state and is getting |
better daily. About 150 men are work-
ing on the property and in the mill,
a steady shipment bullion is being
made every 10 days. elopment work
in the main shaft is progressing stead-
il and several leasers are worklnx'
properties in the vicinity of the camp.
Mr. Smithers has been at the Wonder‘
property for a year.

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Monday 8 Nov 1915 p 5

Jin Reno for several days. Mr. Smith- | }}
#rs says that Wonder is one of the |}}



SECURES COMMISSION |
IN ENGINEERS’ CORPS

Thomas M. Smithers, a graduate cof
the Mackay School of Mines with the |’
class of 1913 received a commission
yvesterday as first lieutenant in the en-
gineers section of the officers reserve '
corps. His appointment dates from
July 30. Smithers is a well known
Reno boy and has been engaged in
mining in Nevada since finishing his
work at the unlversity.

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Tuesday 14 Aug 1917 p 6

—_
e eege—

MORE MEN NAMED
10 LEAVE FOR
CAMP LEWIS

[{  The district board today certified |
| back to the local board a list of men

who will entrain for the American '
Lake training camp for service on the
evening cf November 3, the men being
a4 portion of Washoe county's final in- |
crement of the draft army. The men |
certified for service are:

Will E. Melarkey, 649 S. Virginia |
street. |

Harry Cleveland Schlette, St. Charles |
hotel.

Thomas Jerry Wilson, Box 12, Rono.t

Frank E. Parias, 220 S, Center street.

John Victor Mueller, 401 Flint street, |

Henry Arthur Carl, 1124 D. street, |
Sparks.

Agostino Gatti, 1007 ‘Washington
street,

Thomas McCourt Smither, 429 Wal-
nut street. |
William Conradt, 837 W. Fifth street.
Faul Copper Barker, 431 W. Fourth

L B BN L e DL R

t. {
Alfredo Quilici, 832 C. street, Sparks.
!' Lee Ross Nelson, 33 W. Eighth
n ‘ 'tr‘e_e"'.

_[list éontinués]
“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Friday 26 Oct 1917 p 8



| HAS COMMISSION |
| IN REGULAR ARMY |

)

. Thomas McCourt Smithers, certified |
yesterday by the district board to re-
port at the American lLake training
camp, now is in the engineering corps
, Of the regular army. He has a com-
mission as first lientenant and is sta-
tioned ot Fort  Leavenworth. His
father stated today that Lieut. Smith-
Lers expects to leave for France in a
short time. Several other Washoe
~county men certified by the district
[ hoard also have already entered the
N army.
"y Henry Wolfson, formerly of the Uni-
versity of Nevada, who enlisted sev-
* eral weeks ago in the army, and who
T was commissioned as a tirst lieutenant
1| etatistical officer, has eebn transferred
1 from Charlotte, N. ., to Camp Mills,
= | Mincola, l.ong Island.
-

|

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Saturday 27 Oct 1917 p 1
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d Thomas J. Smither Graduate.
of U. of N., Reported
Among Survivors 8

i Word by cablegram was recéived
@i here late last night that Lieptenant|
k Thonmb J. Smither, a Reno boy, was:

.umonz the survivors of lh\e il f‘lteu-
0 Tuscania which was torpedoed by ai

German @ubmavine February 6. '
d The message which was very briér~
] »merel) stated thet Smither wis saved
i nnd s now believed to be somewherc,
°© {fon the British Isles,

l . of N, Gradunte e

l Lieutenant Themas J. &mithﬂ' Is a.
1 i,«rmd\mtc of the Unliversity of Nevada _
( and onlisted In gn engineer corps in b4
nl.-\nmwt 1916. He was about 2 years
1/ olg and 4 well known here, especial-
11y by former stuients of the univesr-!
#ily of Neviuin, '
Mining Enginecr

Smither gradiuuted in @ mining en- |
|glneer course and after eniisting was |
sent to aknsus where he rn.m.\hlcdl
[for svme time In . an officers train-!
ing cunp,

“Nevada State Journal” (Reno NV) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2

-_—
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RENO MAN AMONG
SURVIVORS OF
TUSCANIA

Lieut. Thomas M. Smithers, formerly
of Reno, was among the survivors of |
the torpedoed liner Tuscania, accord- |,
ing to advices reaching his mother, .
Mrs. J. T. Smithers, who is now uat the
Y. W. C. A. botel in San Francigco. |

Lieut. Smithers was graduated from
the Mackay School of Mines with the |
clasg of 1913 and was engaged in min-
ing In Virginla City and other places
in Nevada prior to receiving a com-!'
mission in the engineering corpg of the
army last summer- ]

His parents, Mr. and Mrs, J. T. |
Smithers, resided in Reno for man.\"
years up until a few months ago, when |
they went to San Francisco where |
Mrs. Smithers remained. Her hushand,
an attorney and also interested in min-
ing, makes frequent trips to Reno.

The news came to Reno in the San
Francisco Chronicle of Sunday morn-
ing. which also had a very good picture
of Lieut. Smithers.

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal;Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6



; NO——

ANOTHER NEVADAN

; AMONG SURVIVERS
Lieut. Thomas M. Smithers, formerly
of Reno, was among the survivors of
the torpedoed liner Tusoama, accord-
ing to advices rc..chmg his mother.
Mrs. J. T.'Smithers, who is now, at the
Y. W. C. A. hotel in San Francisco.
says the Gazette.

Lieut. Smithers was graduated from
the MackeySchool of Mines with class
of 1913 and engaged in mmmg in Vir-
gini‘ City and other p!aces in Nevada
prxor to recewmg a commission in the
engineering corps of the army last
summer.

“Yerington (NV) Times” S‘ajcurday 16 Feb 1918 p 1

LOST—On July 27th, leather brief
case containing maps and papers,
on county road known as Silver-
ado Trail, between State Game
varm and Rutherford. Finder
please not.lly. Thomas M. Smither,

¢ we of P. G, & E. Co., 245 Market

, San Francisco. Reward. X

“Napa l(CA) Valley Register” Tuesday 28 Jul 1931 p 8
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U S:éu—es For | 3

ard

1,634 Acres Of 3
County Land A

| SACRAMENTO — () — The
I federal government iled four
condemnation suits in the United |
States  distriet  court Thursday
against owners of 1634 acres of
land in Shasta county sought as a
part of the Central Valley project
The owners, the amount offer-
i ed by the government and the
1 amount of property involved in
ecach suit
Thomas M. and Edna F. Smith- |
er., I- E. and Rose Zerbe and the
Diamond Match company, $9,585; |
1 676 acres.
0 Shasta-Kennett Copper Mining
I- | company, J. W. Marshall and L.
4 G, Bishop, $1.220; 65 acres .
Maddalena Carattina, Rosa and | ||
1 Ray Golinsky and E. A. Gubetta,

—

-l ¢ g

- -

1, $2.880; 295 acres. 4
f Jennie Wade Snook, represent- | i}
@ | Ing estate of Charles E. Sncok, k

' $8,120; 597 acres: |

“Redding (CA) Searchlight” Saturday 28 Jun 1941 p 2

Twenty-Five Years Ago Today ‘
Thomas McCourt Smithers
and Henry Wolfson of Reno were
commissioned first lieutenants
in the army.
“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Wednesday 28 Oct“l 942p 4

Wife:



w T -
STATE OF ZHfNGTON 18693
County of TEFT } Series A

Marriage Gertificate X

THIS CERTIFIES, that the undersigned....

by authority of a License bearing date the / 7 of % A.D.19% /.

and issued by zheConnty oro(dnCw%
A.D. 1922/ atth

muml assent, m the presence of

"-’z’"" e WitnESSES,

IN TEST. IM“ WHEREOF, wi snmtum of the parties to said ceremony, the witnesses and
myself, o L2 day },, __".;‘“"‘Z- e AD.192Z.
- — - ,7/ —— —— —
WITNESS: PARTIES: OFFICIATING CLERGYMAN OR
OFFICER:

= .'“://;"%/A}ﬁ@/4
Filed _ : F‘ L Eﬂ(@m... ~ o S TR T
m‘!..«umm

Tmmlm-‘uumdc:‘tm%mdd|hcnvn-v’.ﬂlw—yhpnhmctvlﬂhnm“hm. ‘

~B8ee Chapter 172, Laws of Waskin W
' Z m"ewml:u!l , 16 be pald by the party applying fee the license ot the time cach lcenes in lssuwed.
| ure to make dnd 20 days ia punishable by 8 fine of 20t less than $25,00 or moco than $300.00.
—ln"!"l‘-u’ Code, Sec. 3714,
| oS gy LEWIS ABRA:mIRr
1215343 .

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83950714_1cf89f80-3244-
445c-a33d-df57a963c5e6?pld=421745

Mother:
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MRS. KATHLEEN SAUNDERS SMITHER. 20750
Born in Belton, Texas.

Wife of John Thomas Smither.

Descendant of Col. William Edmiston and of Robert Camp-
bell Kennedy.

Daughter of Judge Xenophon Boone Saunders and Annie Eliza
Surghnor, his wife.

Granddaughter of Dr. Joel Boone Saunders and Miriam Lewis Ken-
nedy (b. 1803), his wife, m. 1821.

Gr.-granddaughter of Robert Campbell Kennedy and Esther Edmis-
ton (1763-1823), his wife.

Gr.-gr.-granddaughter of William Kennedy and Martha Campbel,
his wife; William Edmiston (1734-1822) and Maragaret Montgom-
ery, his first wife.

See No. 20735.

Robert Campbell Kennedy, (1761-1815), served under his
cousin, Col. William Campbell, at King's Mountain. He
was born in Augusta Co., Va.; died in Lincoln Co., Tenn.

Also No. 7371.

North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000 for Xenophon Boone Saunders

D » Daughtersofthe American Revolution > Lineage Book : NSDAR : Volume 024 : 1897

262 DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

Mother Kathleen Saunders Smither - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1946731:61157

Sibling:
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Form 1 /7L(‘ REG!STRATION c D | No

o .“- e e R ST --a'!.il’n
o 4 2 e L Co A XA P2 T L ... -

s Homa la foll \‘4 (’h’f:: ne-mr (‘l'c{nlly Saitw) —_— {'i__
2 !'5.":.. }M A Oy = .-m)_’/.:w st

. ) RN T, DR iy [
3| pugersns . Lz . /A"(' //( e

ant 3L 1hay "

Are you (1) s ostu. Lesn cilizen, (2 - - o om ._‘,-.‘ N e

4
= im.umasulkh)r 25 -gq!.l:t.- L .C« 22t e R e

5 i Whe = wer e 't ‘
,yubnmr s L_él-/:-:”..}..-...:. .;.:{A/- B Y i "[Saél\iéi"'"'""
|

L".'_'.‘.'.‘f"“.l"-.!!.‘,’.".‘!.‘"’"y"' » eitizen or subject? T eooieeees

| What ix your present
_7 | trade, oecupation, or ofice? . 27 27 ’,-.---....-.A.v..-.---

8!"' whiom smployed 1 )/d / ..A..fx;%/!{,'/ PY S R A I

Where eeiployed? . aits s s S ai ey ot as eh s s e e e es e e ba P4 Ses a5

Have you » father, md}nv vih.? vmlu 12, or & sister o1 lnollnl wndet 12, ulvly dependent on you ler

Pt Attt b

9

suppert (specily which)? ... L 7l ... o

e
10 ' Married ar single (whieh)? -.:;!.4_-8 Lf‘(t/ ceeae Ruco (spacily -M«b"@‘ LRI

11 What military servize have you had? Rank ...z..é.&ﬁ':f../..:...: branch ...
_yeATs oeeeeeenono...; Nation or §
D claim exemplisn 4
1 % l':;‘:ull(-nnly:vlm'la)! .......... .Z.Z{’...).‘g(.._._._:_._:..._‘m_ eeetrreemendiiaen:

1 affirm that I have verified above answers and that t!uy aro true.

‘3"8 Lwdx S et

(Bugmature v uuh)
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RECISTRAR'S REPORTY

S i 5%
“Il_ e, or ' / ) X
I whort (apecidy whieh)? . .20 / " At oo o Slender, medinm, or stout (which) T, / J ’,l b e

| };
-y e
Z Color of eyes? = — Q)L"'/ weeae Calor of hoir? e : meeeee_ Bald?. o‘

| Has persen last arm, leg. hand, foet, or both y/ﬁ

Q | eyes, of ia he othetwise disabled (apecily) ! ool b2

I certify that my answera are true, that the person registered has read his own
answers, that | have witnerscd hins signature, and that all of his answers of which 1 have
knowledge are true, except as (ollows:

(_( /)//:) DTNy iniiaiins

.---.....-.-.. - - B —

(h..nuuu ul nm-uu)

iy ~ 2 v
Precinet ..oene.. ¥ 2T,
City or County ... : “M“’ (R

/ _Sgmc JO0. £ et
- P N £ Ll ?..3.—.:_1..‘.':.;....... (Date of registration)

787-. 5238

WWI draft registration of brother Lawrence X. Smither —unemployed minerin Reno NV -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/21421477:6482?tid=50500455&pid=27334821890&queryld=f220e913aaee9

2e29809eb5b51e5efcb& phsrc=hFB58054&_phstart=successSource

Name: Thomas McCourt Smither

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals — 1% lieutenant

Serial number: US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI
Entered service from: IL

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Thomas McCourt Smither

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.T. Smither, 642 Jones St., San Francisco CA
Returned from war on: "Imperator" Aug 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Thomas N. [sic] Smither
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Julia T. Smither, 729 Jones St., San
Francisco CA (1st lt, 1st Engrs)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Thomas McCourt Smither - b. 26 Nov 1892 Temple
TX; res: 429 Walnut, Reno NV. Single. Mining engineer for self, Reno NV. Military
experience: cadet training, U of NV, Battalion for 4 years. Tall & slender.

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): San Francisco CA

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Thomas McCourt Smither - b. 26 Nov 1892
Temple TX; res: 3336 Laguna St., San Francisco CA. NOK Mrs. Edna F. Smither, same
address. Employed at Pacific Gas & Electric, 245 Market St., San Francisco CA. Height: 5’8
%2” - 150 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 2 Sep 1917

Discharged: Aug 1919

Address: 1950 Jones St., San Francisco CA
Rank/unit: 1*lieutenant, Corps of Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 26 Nov 1892 Temple, Bell TX

Died: 27 Dec 1976 San Francisco, San Francisco CA

Find A Grave record: 87623261 — presence on Tuscania indicated in flower
Burial location: Colma, San Mateo CA

Cemetery: Cypress Lawn Memorial Park

Tombstone:

Father: John Thomas Smither, 15 Sep 1858 TX - 17 Apr 1922 San Francisco, San Francisco
CA. Son of James Lawrence Smither & Emily Caroline Markham. Cremated; burial details
unknown.

Find A Grave: 180638815

Mother: Kathleen Shelly Saunders Smither, Oct 1867 Belton, Bell TX - 10 Nov 1936 Santa
Clara Co. CA. Daughter of Xenephon Boone Saunders (1828-1909, F: 110904244) & Annie
Eliza Surghnor (1838-1915, F: 111678646). X.B. Boone started the 1 newspaper in Bell Co.
TX - was the 1°* mayor of Belton, Bell TX-was an attorney & district judge — served as an
officer in the Confederate States of America TX Volunteer Infantry. Both X.B. & Annie were
descended from Revolutionary War soldiers. X.B. was descended from Daniel Boone’s
sister, Elizabeth Boone.

Cremated; burial details unknown.

Find A Grave: 180639266

Parents’ marriage: 17 Jan 1889

Spouse: Edna Florence Carse Smither, 21 Apr 1900 Seattle, King WA - 16 Dec 1980
Sunnyvale, Santa Clara CA. SSN 569-23-4850. Daughter of Joseph H. Carse (1852-1922, F:
5336444) & Lizzie (Elizabeth Jane) (1865-1915, F: 5336445), both born in Ireland.
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Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage: 17 Jun 1931 King Co. WA

Children:

Sibling:

e Lawrence X. Smither, 10 Feb 1890 Belton, Bell TX-13 May 1931 Napa Co. CA. Presumably
his middle initial X stands for Xenophon, the 1** name of his maternal grandfather. In 1910
Lawrence X. Smither was in Sparks, Washoe NV, single, a patient at the Nevada Hospital for
Mental Diseases, found on line 36 of the page. —In 1930 Lawrence K. Smither, 40 TX,
parents b. TX, single, was a patient at the Napa State Hospital (Insane), found on line 92 of
the page. Presumably he died in the state hospital in 1931. Not on Find A Grave as of 21 Dec
2022.

Notes:

Pre-war:

"Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal" 12 May 1913 p 1 - candidate for B.S. degree from Mackay
School of Mines - thesis: "The Design of a Gold-Ore Treatment Plant"

Wartime:

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” 27 Oct 1917 p 3 - to leave for Camp Lewis 3 Nov 1917:
Thomas McCourt Smither, address: 429 Walnut St., Reno

"Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal" 27 Oct 1917 p 3 - among those leaving for Camp Lewis 3 Nov
1917 is Thomas Smither, resident of 429 Walnut St., Reno NV.

"San Francisco Chronicle" 10 Feb 1918 p 2 — a cable of 9 Feb 1918 to his mother said he
was safe. Commissioned an officer Aug 1917. Trained at Ft. Leavenworth. Attended Trinity
School (NY), Lowell HS, graduate U of NV School of Mines

“San Francisco Chronicle" 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - the relative of Thomas McCourt Smithers [sic]
atthe YMCA Hotel, 642 Jones St., San Francisco CA received a telegram on 10 Feb that he
was safe.

"Nevada State Journal" (Reno NV) 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - Lt. Thomas J. Smither - cablegram was
received last night that he is safe. U of NV graduate, enlisted in the Engineers Corps Aug
1916. About 26 years old. Mining engineer. After enlisting was sent to KS.
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“Yerington (NV) Times" 16 Feb 1918 p. 1 - Lt. Thomas M. SMITHERS [sic] from Reno NV is
safe. Word was sent to his mother Mrs. J.T. Smithers, YWCA Hotel, San Francisco CA.
Graduate of Mackey School of Mines 1913. Employed in mining in Virginia City & other NV
places. Commissioned in Engineers Corps last summer.

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 546-07-3579
Censuses:

1900 Manhattan NY

John T. Smither, 41 TX, Sep 1858, parents b. VA, married 11 years, landowner

KathleenT., 32 TX, Oct 1867, father b. TN, mother b. VA, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living
Lawrence, 10 TX, Feb 1890, at school

Thomas, 7 TX, Nov 1892, at school

& Black servant Mary Johnson, 23 VA, Jan 1877, single

1910 Reno, Washoe NV - 141 Wert

John T. Smither, 51 TX, parents b. VA, in 15 marriage, married 21 years, mining promoter
Katheline, 42 TX, father b. TN, mother b. VA, in 1** marriage

Thomas, 17 TX, mining, miner, gold

1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA

John T. Smither, 61 TX, parents b. VA, operator, gold mines
Kathleen S., 52 TX, father b. TN, mother b. VA

Thomas M., 27 TX, single, engineering, minning [sic/mining]

1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - 2060 Leavenworth St.
Thomas M. Smither, 37 TX, single, civil engineer, gas & electric power office, WWI veteran

1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - 3336 Laguna St. —in same house in 1935
Thomas McLord Smither, 47 TX, draftsman, public utility
Edna F., 39 WA

1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA-3336 Laguna
Thomas M. Smither, 57 TX, civil engineer, gas & light company
Edna F., 499 WA



