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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Smith, William G. 

1895 MO – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Appears in TX deaths as Williamson L. Smith – 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH4-W9F6 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH4-W9F6
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WWI draft registration in Quapaw, Ottawa Co. OK - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/10307102:6482?_phsrc=hFB58020&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=willliam+g&gsln
=smith&ml_rpos=18&queryId=30d85222400a3bf40d60e4655d301024 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-99PN-
4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWDB-21ZM 
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Find A Grave 56503899 – Tablets of the Missing 
 
 

 
[list continues] 
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 
 
 

 
“St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 8 
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Pronounced dead: William G. Smith of FESTUS MO – “Chillicothe (MO) Constitution-Tribune” 

Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 9 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Mexico (MO) Daily News & Intelligencer” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 
 

 
Father: 
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MO death record of John Murray Smith - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/896197:60382 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/896197:60382
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/896197:60382
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Marriage to Adelia J. Cramond on 9 Mar 1884 in Jefferson Co. MO - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/512973333:1171?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc79e09eb10d3871e8f9c4c4274d33e8&_phsr

c=hFB58044&_phstart=successSource 
 

Siblings (of some kind): 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/512973333:1171?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc79e09eb10d3871e8f9c4c4274d33e8&_phsrc=hFB58044&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/512973333:1171?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc79e09eb10d3871e8f9c4c4274d33e8&_phsrc=hFB58044&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/512973333:1171?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc79e09eb10d3871e8f9c4c4274d33e8&_phsrc=hFB58044&_phstart=successSource
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Birth of Sadie May Smith on 27 Dec 1884 to J.M. Smith & Adelia J. Cramond - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159189692:1170 
 
 

 
Marriage license of George Henry Smith & Loretta M. Williams – “St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” 
Wednesday 2 Jun 1926 p 19 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159189692:1170
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Obituary of Loretta Williams Smith – “Festus (MO) Daily News-Democrat” Monday 9 Dec 1968 p 1 
 
 
 
 
         
Name:  William G. Smith 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals (49th Co., 165th Depot Brigade) - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until after 
the sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so William died without one 
Entered service from:  Festus, Jefferson MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William G. Smith 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.M. Smith, Festus MO 
Missing in action – body not recovered. 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Will Smith – b. 5 Jul 1895 St. Louis MO; res: Tar 
River OK. Single. Miner, Lucky Junction, Tar River OK. Medium height, stout build. 
Registered in Quapaw, Ottawa OK.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: birthdate of 5 Jul 1895 
Enlisted:  20 Sep 1917 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Festus] MO 
Rank/unit:   private, 49th Company, 165th Depot Brigade, Detachment #2  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Jul 1895 St. Louis MO  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania (name on plaque - missing in action - from OK)   
Find A Grave record: 56503899 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery:  Brookwood American 
Tombstone: Military plaque: Pvt Casual Detachment Oklahoma 
 
Father:  Unclear 
John Murray Smith, 29 Apr 1858 Doe Run, St. Francois Co. MO – 15 Oct 1944 Festus, Jefferson MO. 
May be William’s biological father – may not be. 
Son of Andrew Jackson Smith (1821-1892, F: 55182692) & Charlotte Lavina Bass (1828-1880, F: 
232820164). 
Married on 9 Mar 1884 in Hematite, Jefferson MO to Adelia J. Cramond, b. ca. 1857 MO. They had a 
daughter, Sadie May Smith, born 27 Dec 1884 in Hanover, Jefferson MO. John & Adelia were each 
age 27 when their daughter was born. 
In 1893, he married Martha Ann Ginn, born 4 Feb 1874 MO, died 7 Dec 1971 St. Louis City MO.  
Buried in Rose Lawn Memorial Gardens, Crystal City, Jefferson MO, F: 242211971. 
In the 1900 census, John & Martha live in St. Louis MO – in 1910 in Quapaw, Ottawa OK – in 1920 in 
Joachim, Jefferson MO with sons George & Marvin – in 1930 & 1940 in Festus, Jefferson MO. 
Buried in Rose Lawn Memorial Gardens, Crystal City, Jefferson MO. 
Find A Grave:  85225324 
 
Mother: unclear 
Although William is listed as the son of John Murray Smith in the 1900 & 1910 censuses, 
there are some questions. 
It is not possible for John’s “daughter” Ethel Adelia Smith to have been born 5 Aug 1895 
and “son” William G. Smith to have been born 5 Jul 1895.  
John Murray Smith’s 2nd wife, Martha Ann McGinn, says she has given birth to 2 children, 
but only 1 is living. Ethel & William are both age 4, born 1 month apart, so presumably only 
one of them is her biological child. 
So – 
Was Ethel the biological daughter of John Murray Smith, or not? In the 1910 census, Martha 
Ginn Smith says she has given birth to 4 children, 3 of whom are living – and listed are 
Ethel, George & Marvin] 
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Was William G. Smith the biological sun of John Murray Smith? 
Was one of them born to Martha Ginn Smith and the other born to another relationship of 
John Murray Smith’s, presumably illegitimate therefore, and taken into John’s household? 
Was William – or Ethel – actually the biological child of Sadie May Smith, age 15, living in 
the John Murray/Martha Ginn household (married 1893) in 1900? It was common to take a 
grandchild into a household & call the person a son or daughter at the time. 
Was William or Ethel an adopted or foster child? 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings – of some sort – full, half, step, adopted, foster?  

• Sadie May Smith, daughter of John Murray Smith & his 1st wife, Adelia J. Cramond, 27 Dec 
1884 Hanover, Jefferson MO  - 

• George Henry Smith, 29 Nov 1903 St. Francois Co. MO – after Dec 1968. Son of John Murray 
Smith & 2nd wife, Martha Ginn. Obtained marriage license in Jun 1926 in St. Louis MO with 
Loretta M. Williams. She was born 17 Aug 1908 Crystal City, Jefferson MO & died 8 Dec 
1968 Jefferson Co. MO. – Their daughter was Mildred June Smith Allen (Mrs. Vincent), 1927-
1999, F: 5267150. George Henry Smith was alive when Loretta died. Loretta was buried in 
Rose Lawn Memorial Gardens, Crystal City, Jefferson MO (where George’s parents John & 
Martha are buried) but she (and George) are not on Find A Grave as of 21 Dec 2022. 

• Marvin Emmitt Smith, 8 Dec 1905 Bonne Terre, St. Francois MO – Oct 1985 Festus, 
Jefferson MO. Son of John Murray Smith & 2nd wife, Martha Ginn. SSN 491-12-8913. Married 
18 Mar 1925 in Festus, Jefferson MO to Pauline Larose (1907-1968).  

 
Notes:  
 
“Will Smith” registered for the WWI draft in Tar River OK. This was a mining community & he was 
employed as a miner. The town’s name changed to Cardin in 1920 and disincorporated in 1938. 
Established in 1913, Tar River was “besieged by vice” according to “The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma 
History and Culture.”  Cardin was re-incorporated in 1983. The city was “officially closed” in 2009, 
and in the 2010 census had 3 inhabitants. 
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https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry?entry=CA054
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Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Listed as Williamson L. Smith from Texas in the US, American Expeditionary Forces list of 
the dead in WWI.  
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 St. Louis, St. Louis City MO – Sidney St. 
John M. Smith, 42 MO, Apr 1858, parents b. MO, married 7 years, teamster 
Martha A., 26 MO, Feb 1874, parents b. MO, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living [wife] 
Ethel, 4 MO, Aug 1895 [daughter] 
William, 4 MO, Jul 1895 [son] 
Sadie, 15 MO, Dec 1885 [daughter] 
[who are parents of Ethel – born 5 Aug 1895 – and William – born 5 Jul 1895?] 
 
1910 Quapaw, Ottawa OK 
John Smith, 53 MO, parents b. MO, in 2nd marriage, married 17 years, laborer 
Martha, 36 MO, father b. KY, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are 
living 
Ethel, 14 MO 
George, 6 MO 
Marvin, 4 MO 
& nephew Willie Ginn, 14 MO 
[note William is not listed, and there are 3 living children listed of Martha’s] 
 


