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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

Smith, Porter Brown 
1892 MO – 1971 CA 

 
 

      
Porter Brown Smith – Find A Grave 65900805 
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Porter Brown Smith, an employee of the Long-Bell Lumber Company, in the front, middle, sitting on 

table, with other Tuscania survivors – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Photo is captioned “Porter, Meffort and (Garland?) Smith” – order in photo not identified - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/60616727/person/44539077003/media/15b28972-2296-4076-85de-57bbcead781b 

 

 
Find A Grave 65900805 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7LN-VYPZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Kansas City (MO) Star” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Kansas City (MO) Star” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Savannah (MO) Reporter & Andrew County Democrat” Friday 19 Apr 1918 p 2 
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“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 10 Apr 1924 p 1 
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[article continues] 

“Los Angeles Evening Citizen News” Saturday 24 Jun 1933 p 3 
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Porter B. Smith (or his wife?) in the American Legion Auxiliary play – “Van Nuys (CA) News” 

Monday 26 Feb 1934 p 5 
 
 
 

Wife Mary Catherine Stepp 

 

 
Marriage license between Porter Brown Smith (age 33) & Mary C. Stepp (age 25) – “Lincoln 

(NE) Journal Star” Thursday 11 Mar 1926 p 12 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/9QVM-THL 

 
 

 
“Omaha (NE) Evening World-Herald” Saturday 1 Jan 1927 p 2 

 

 
Bellevue NE news - “Omaha (NE) World-Herald” Thursday 4 Jul 1929 p 18 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/9QVM-THL
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“Omaha (NE) World-Herald” Wednesday 7 Aug 1929 p 2 
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CA death record of wife Mary Catherine Stepp Smith - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/9QVM-THL 
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Obituary of former father-in-law Edward F. Stepp – “Omaha (NE) Evening Bee-News” 

Tuesday 11 Feb 1936 p 7 
 

 
Obituary of former mother-in-law Sophia Wuechner Stepp – “Los Angeles (CA) Evening 

Citizen News” Monday 12 May 1941 p 12 
 
 
 

 
Wife Myrtle May Delzell 
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Obituary of wife Myrtle May Delzell Smith – “Chico (CA) Enterprise-Record” Tuesday 12 Feb 

1985 p 8 
 

Children: 
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WWII registration for son Edward Porter Smith - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/18349118:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e1570a96ca86a65e6cb60facfd830b2
&_phsrc=hFB57888&_phstart=successSource 
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Marriage of son Edward Porter Smith to Marylou Hastings Abell on 25 May 1951 in Burbank 

CA - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93H-
WZNL?i=1128&cc=1804002 
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“Venice (CA) Evening Vanguard” Friday 22 Jun 1945 p 3 

 

 
“Venice (CA) Evening Vanguard” Tuesday 30 Aug 1955 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/327313218:2190?tid=&pid=&queryId=699c4521008d3a2f6b3c3cc637a0ba3
9&_phsrc=hFB57855&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/long-beach-ca/ramona-peck-

6175706 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/327313218:2190?tid=&pid=&queryId=699c4521008d3a2f6b3c3cc637a0ba39&_phsrc=hFB57855&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/327313218:2190?tid=&pid=&queryId=699c4521008d3a2f6b3c3cc637a0ba39&_phsrc=hFB57855&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/327313218:2190?tid=&pid=&queryId=699c4521008d3a2f6b3c3cc637a0ba39&_phsrc=hFB57855&_phstart=successSource
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/long-beach-ca/ramona-peck-6175706
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/long-beach-ca/ramona-peck-6175706
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Some of the Smith family – from left: father John W. Smith, (Harry) Meffert Smith, mother 

Mary Elizabeth (Dollie) Pettyjohn Smith, Edna Smith (later Pfeister) – 1905 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/60616727/person/44068640891/media/d73c57ff-c3da-4eb3-afc6-
8350eb58549b 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father John W. Smith – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Sunday 2 Dec 1934 p 21 
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MO death record of John W. Smith - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1934_00043627-
02369?pId=886774 

            
Mother: 
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Mother Mary E. Pettyjohn Smith – Find A Grave 50692549 
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MO death record of mother Mary Elizabeth Pettyjohn Smith - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1934_00020747-
01240?pId=616613 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1934_00020747-01240?pId=616613
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1934_00020747-01240?pId=616613


26 
 

 

 
MO marriage license, between Mary E. “Williams” and John W. Smith – Morgan Co. MO – 17 

Mar 1888 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c4764-

0197?pId=500476214 
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Obituary of mother Mary E. Pettyjohn Smith – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Thursday 7 Jun 1934 
p 7 
 

Siblings: 
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Marriage of sister Edna Smith to Marshall Pfeister on 20 Feb 1915 in Clay Co. MO – 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/504972518:1171 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/504972518:1171
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Obituary of sister Edna Smith Pfeister – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Sunday 18 Jan 1970 p 23 
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Obituary of brother Harry Meffert Smith (1898-1979) – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Tuesday 14 

Aug 1979 p 16 
 

 
Brother Harry Meffert Smith - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/60616727/person/44539076799/media/a3edec8b-5315-42ec-b14f-
541f1236923f 
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Porter’s home: 12934 Ferndale Ave., Venice CA – valued at $1.6 to $1.9 million in Dec 2022 

– built in 1937 - https://www.redfin.com/CA/Los-Angeles/12934-Ferndale-Ave-
90066/home/6746367 

 
 
 
Name:  Porter Brown Smith 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,881 
Entered service from:  Liberty, Callaway MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Porter B. Smith 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John Smith, Liberty MO 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Porter B. Smith 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Smith, RFD 5, Liberty MO (cpl, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Porter Brown Smith - b. 1 Apr 1892 Liberty MO; res: 
Liberty MO. Single. Manager lumber company, Long Bell Lumber Co., Leon KS. Medium 
height & build, with red hair. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Liberty MO 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Porter Brown Smith - b. 1 Apr 1892 Liberty MO; 
res: 12934 Ferndale Ave., Venice, Los Angeles CA. NOK Edward Smith, same address 
[son]. Employed by Los Angeles City Playground Department, Sunset Pier, Venice, Los 
Angeles Co. CA. Height: 5’8” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  21 Jun 1919 
Address:  Liberty MO 
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Rank/unit:    private, 1 Conv. Co. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Apr 1892 Liberty, Callaway MO  
Died: 30 Mar 1971 Los Angeles CA   
Find A Grave record: 65900805 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Chatsworth, Los Angeles CA 
Cemetery:  Oakwood Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Missouri Cpl 20 Engrs Forestry WWI  
 
Father:  John W. Smith, 26 Jan 1862 Clay Co. MO – 1 Dec 1934 Clay Co. MO. Birthdate of 
Jan 1864 in the 1900 census. Son of Rev. Porter B. Smith & Eliza J. Wallace. Reports in the 
1910 census that his marriage to Mary Elizabeth Pettyjohn is his 2nd marriage. Died of 
coronary sclerosis. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Liberty, Clay MO. 
Find A Grave:   50692322 
 
Mother: Mary Elizabeth (“Dollie”) Pettyjohn Smith, 18 Jun 1872 near Savannah, Andrew Co. 
MO – 7 Jun 1934 Clay Co. MO. Birthdate of Jan 1875 in the 1900 census. Her birth surname 
is spelled Pettijohn in her obituary. Daughter of Andrew Jackson Pettyjohn & Harriett 
Kirkpatrick. Died of Parkinson’s disease. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Liberty, Clay MO. 
Find A Grave:  50692549 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Mar 1888 Versailles, Morgan MO. Mary is listed as Miss Mary E. 
Williams on the marriage record. 
 
Spouse:  Mary Catherine/Katherine Stepp Smith, 6 Aug 1900 Bellevue, Sarpy NE – 19 Dec 
1934 North Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. Name also found as Katherine/Catherine Mary 
Stepp. Daughter of Edward F. Stepp (1862-1936, F: 153381849) & Sophia A. (“Sophie”) 
Wuechner (1867-1941, F: 153381850). One of her siblings was Raymond Englert Stepp 
(1892-1947, F: 138102395). – Died of pulmonary tuberculosis. – According to her CA death 
record, buried in Oakwood Memorial Park, Chatsworth, Los Angeles CA – where husband 
Porter & his 2nd wife Myrtle are also buried – but she is not on Find A Grave as of 20 Dec 
2022. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 1926 Lancaster Co. NE 
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  Find A Grave 65900806 
Spouse:  Myrtle May Delzell Smith, 6 May 1893 Passport IL – 11 Feb 1985 Chico, Butte CA.  
Daughter of James Harvey Delzell & Mary Elizabeth Jackson. Residing in Porter’s home at 
12934 Ferndale, Venice CA in the 1940 census. She is single & employed as his 
housekeeper. Also in the home are Peter’s children, Edward & Ramona.  Porter is widowed. 
– Buried in Oakwood Memorial Park, Chatsworth, Los Angeles CA, adjacent to Porter.   
Spouse Find A Grave:  65900806 
Marriage:  
 
Children: by 1st wife, Mary Catherine Stepp 

• Edward Porter Smith, 18 Feb 1927 Omaha, Douglas NE -     . On his WWII draft registration 
(12 Jul 1946) he lived at 12934 Ferndale Ave., Venice CA. – Served in the US Navy in WWII. – 
Married on 25 May 1951 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Marylou H. Abell.  

• Ramona Frances Smith Peck, 3 Aug 1928 MO – 27 Oct 2014 CA.  On 19 Feb 1953, Ramona 
F. Peck, of 12934 Ferndale, age 24, married, b. MO, sailed aboard USNS “Fred C. 
Ainsworth” from Manila, Philippine Islands, to San Francisco CA, arriving 13 Mar 1953.   

 
Siblings:  

• Edna Smith Pfeister, 24 Apr 1890 MO – 16 Jan 1970 Kansas City, Jackson MO (in Northeast 
Osteopathic Hospital). Married in Clay Co. MO on 20 Feb 1915 to Marshall Pfeister (1888-
1954, F: 82986442). In the 1950 census Marshall Pfeister (62 MO), a farm hand, lives with 
wife Edna (59 MO) in Liberty, Clay MO. - Buried in Nebo Cemetery, South Liberty, Clay MO. 
F: 82985859 

• Harry Meffert Smith, 9 Jan 1898 Liberty, Clay MO – 13 Aug 1979 Clay Co. MO. SSN 493-22-
5541. Married ca. 1918 to Ethyl/Ethel Pearl Archer (1903-1994, F: 244282766). Buried in 
White Chapel Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Gladstone, Clay MO. F: 244282738 

• Minnie Mabel Smith, 7 Oct 1902 Clay Co. MO – 11 Mar 1917 Clay Co. MO. Buried in Fairview 
Cemetery, Liberty, Clay MO. F: 72947591 

• Garland Francis (“Frank”) Smith, 21 Oct 1908 Liberty, Clay MO – 20 Sep 1985 Excelsior 
Springs, Clay MO. Married on 23 Jan 1934 in Clay Co. MO to Stella M. McGinnis (1915-
1995). Served in the US Navy. On his WWII draft card, he lived at RFD 3, Liberty, Clay MO, 
with NOK sister Mrs. Edna Pfeister, employed by H.L. Pettijohn, 7012 E. 15th, Kansas City, 
Jackson MO. He was 5’6 ½” & 150 pounds, with red hair.  
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Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/60616727/person/44539076798/facts?_phsrc=hFB57890&_phstart=succ
essSource 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 558-66-6241 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Liberty, Clay MO 
John Smith, 36 MO, Jan 1864, parents b. TN, married 12 years, farm laborer 
Dollie, 24 MO, Jan 1875, parents b. MO, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Edna, 10 MO, Apr 1890, at school 
Porter, 6 MO, Apr 1894 
Meffert, 3 MO, Jan 1897 
& mother Eliza Smith, 57 TN, Feb 1843, parents b. TN, widow 
 
1910 Liberty, Clay MO 
John W. Smith, 48 MO, father b. MO, mother b. TN, in 2nd marriage, married 21 years, 
laborer, farm 
Mary, 38 MO, father b. MO, mother b. KS, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are 
living 
Edna, 19 MO 
Porter B., 18 MO 
Mefort, 12 MO 
Minnie, 9 MO 
Frances, 1 MO [son] 
 
1910 Bellevue, Sarpy NE – Porter’s future wife Katherine Mary / Mary Katherine Stepp 
Edward F. Stepp, 49 IL, contractor, cement 
Sophia, 43 OH 
Mildred L., 19 IL 
Raymond E., 17 IL, clerk, grocery store 
Katherine M., 10 NE 
Edward F., 7 NE 
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1920 Ponca, Kay OK 
Porter Smith [indexed as Peter], 27 MO, single, parents b. MO, yardman, lumber company 
Living with N.W. & Edna Nelson 
 
1930 Liberty, Clay MO 
Porter B. Smith, 38 MO, parents b. MO, age 34 at 1st marriage, occupation: none 
Mary, 29 NE, father b. IL, mother b. OH, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Edward P., 3 NE 
Ramona, 1 MO 
 
1940 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 12934 Ferndale – in 1935 in Van Nuys CA 
Peter [sic] B. Smith, 48 MO, widowed, care-taker, playgrounds 
Edward P., 13 NE [son] 
Ramona, 11 MO [daughter] 
& housekeeper Myrtle M. Delzell, 47 IL, single, employed in private home 
 
1950 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 12934 Ferndale 
Porter B. Smith, 58 MO, caretaker, city department of parks 
Myrtle M., 56 IL [wife] 
Edward P., 23 NE, janitor, medical building [son] 
Ramona F., 21 MO, stenographer, US Veterans Administration 
[the indexer interpreted her middle initial of F. preceding the word “daughter” to read 
“foster daughter” but she is Porter’s biological daughter] 
 
 


