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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Smith, Joseph Lawrence 
1890 NY – 1931 NY 
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Obituary of Joseph Lawrence Smith – “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Tuesday 10 Nov 1931 p 28 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6081/images/41764_319669-

01530?pId=247948 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6081/images/41764_319669-01530?pId=247948
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6081/images/41764_319669-01530?pId=247948
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-C7L6-

2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQZQ-QNPZ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-C7L6-2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQZQ-QNPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-C7L6-2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQZQ-QNPZ
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NY birth record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FDLR-B5W 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FDLR-B5W


6 
 

 

 
NY death record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2W2B-S9S 

 
 

 

 
“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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[list continues] 

 
[list continues] 

“Brooklyn Times Union” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Tuesday 16 Jul 1918 p 9 

 

 
Both his outgoing ship – “Tuscania” – and his incoming ship – “Northern Pacific” were shipwrecked 

– “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Tuesday 7 Jan 1919 p 12 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Tuesday 7 Jan 1919 p 6 

 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Joseph H.V. Smith – “Brooklyn Times Union” Tuesday 21 Oct 1924 p 2 
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Father Joseph Henry Vedder Smith’s NY death record - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2W2L-H2G 
 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2W2L-H2G
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NY marriage record of parents - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2CF-LSCF 

 
Mother: 
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NY death record of mother Isabella Louise Bennett Smith – Find A Grave 194439221 
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NY death record of mother - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2WLH-G79 

 
Siblings: 
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Sibling who died 7 Aug 1894 in Flushing, Queens NY -  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FD17-YX8 



17 
 

 

 
NY birth record of sister Clara B. Smith – listed with the same name as her mother Isabella 

Louise Bennett Smith, born 26 Mar 1899 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:27YH-RBK 

 

 
 
 

 
Marriage license of sister Clara B. Smith & Thomas Roberts - “Brooklyn Times Union” 

Friday 31 Oct 1919 p 13 
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Marriage of Clara B. Smith & Thomas T. Roberts of VT – “Brooklyn Times Union” Tuesday 4 

Nov 1919 p 7 
 
 

 
NY birth record of brother George William Smith, b. 16 Aug 1903 Queens NY, his family 

residing at 183 Washington St. - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/157778647/person/252078245690/facts   
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NY birth record of George William Smith - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:HWFY-NTMM  
 

Name:  Joseph Lawrence Smith 
Name variations:  used Lawrence or J. Lawrence, likely to differentiate from his father, also 
named Joseph  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,225 
Entered service from:  Flushing, Queens NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph L. Smith 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Joseph H. Smith, 183 Washington St., Flushing NY 
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Returned from war on: "Northern Pacific" Dec 1918, "walking cases requiring dressing" to 
Debarkation Hospital 
Sailed on return ship as: Jos. L. Smith 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Joseph H. Smith, 183 Washington St., Flusing 
[sic/Flushing], Long Island NY (pvt, Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Joseph Lawrence Smith – b. 19 Sep 1890 Flushing, 
Long Island NY; res: 183 Washington, Flushing, Long Island NY. Single. Lathe operator, 
Bethlehem Steel Co., South Bethlehem PA. Military experience: private, National Guard, 1 
½ years, NY state. Medium height & build, with red hair. Card is not dated; he registered in 
Northampton PA. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  11 Dec 1917  
Discharged:  19 Feb 1919 
Address:  211 Calyer St., Brooklyn NY 
Rank/unit: private, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   19 Sep 1890 Flushing, Queens NY 
Died: 8 Nov 1931 Queens, New York City NY  
Find A Grave record: 131406999 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Flushing, Queens NY 
Cemetery:  Flushing 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: New York Pvt 213th Aero Sq 
 
Father:  Joseph Henry Vedder Smith, 20 Jul 1858 Flushing, Queens NY – 19 Oct 1924 
Queens Co. NY.  Son of Robert Smith (b. NY) & Elizabeth Kane (b. NJ). Operated a laundry in 
Flushing NY & was a letter carrier, then employed by the Long Island News Co. Weighed 
317 pounds while a letter carrier.  Buried in Flushing Cemetery, Flushing, Queens NY. 
Find A Grave:  194439393 
 
Mother: Isabella Louise Bennett Smith, Nov 1860 Kings Co. (Brooklyn) NY – 28 Jul 1944 
Queens Co. NY. Daughter of George William Bennett & Amelia Riley. Buried in Flushing 
Cemetery, Flushing, Queens NY. 
Find A Grave:  194439221 
Parents’ marriage:  30 Dec 1885 Kings Co. NY 
 
Spouse:  Margaret C. --- Smith, ca. 1894 NY. Parents b. Ireland. Listed as his surviving 
widow in Nov 1931. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: ca. 1920, based on responses in the 1930 census as to Joseph’s & Margaret’s 
ages when married. 
 
Children: 
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Siblings: An additional sibling had died between the 1900 & 1910 censuses. Joseph 
Lawrence was the oldest child. 

• Infant Smith, b. Flushing, Queens NY – d. 7 Aug 1894 Flushing, Queens NY. Buried in 
Flushing Cemetery, Flushing, Queens NY but not on Find A Grave as of 18 Dec 2022.  

• Clara B. Smith Roberts, 26 Mar 1899 NYC, Queens [in 1900 census] -  Her NY birth record 
lists her name as Isabelle Louise Bennett Smith. Listed as Mrs. R.R. Roberts of Flushing NY 
in her father’s Oct 1924 obituary. She is listed with Thomas L. Roberts in the 1930 census. A 
Clara B. Smith married Thomas S. Roberts on 31 Oct 1919 in Queens NY. The newspaper 
account calls him Thomas T. Roberts.  

• George William Roberts, 16 Aug 1903 NYC, Queens NY -   Resident of Flushing NY in Oct 
1924 when his father died. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
1918 address: 183 Washington St., Flushing NY 
 
Severely wounded 21 Oct 1918 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1892 NY state census – Flushing, Queens NY 
Joseph H.V. Smith, 34 US, laundry 
Isabel L., 32 US 
Joseph Laurence [sic], 2 US 
[all are citizens] 
 
1900 Queens, Queens NY – 154 Washington St. 
Joseph H. Smith, 39 NY, Jul 1860, father b. NY, mother b. NJ, married 12 years, letter carrier 
[misindexed & misread as “letter passer”] 
Isabella, 39 NY, Nov 1860, parents b. England, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
J. Lawrence, 9 NY, Sep 1890, at school 
Clara B., 1 NY, Mar 1899 
 
1910 Queens, Queens NY – 183 Washington St. 
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H. Joseph Smith, 51 NY, father b. NY, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, stable 
manager, wholesale groceries 
Isabella, 49 NY, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living 
Laurence [sic], 20 NY, clerk, exporting house 
Clara, 11 NY 
George, 6 NY 
 
1920 Queens, Queens NY – 183 Washington St. – the census enumerator wrote down the 
actual city of birth, then crossed it off & added just the state 
Joseph L.H. Smith, 61 NY, parents b. NY [born Flushing] 
Isabella, 59 NY, parents b. England [b. NYC] [wife] 
Joseph, 29 NY, single, mechanic, automobiles [born Flushing] [son] 
George W., 16 NY, single, salesman, department store [born Flushing] [son] 
Thomas L. Roberts, 25 VT, bookkeeper, insurance [?] company [son-in-law] 
Clara B. Roberts, 20 NY, parents b. NY [born Flushing] [listed as wife, Joseph & Isabella’s 
married daughter Clara Smith Roberts] 
 
1930 Queens, Queens NY – 33-24 – 200th St. 
Joseph L. Smith, 39 NY, parents b. NY, age 29 at 1st marriage, chauffeur, commercial, WWI 
veteran 
Margaret C., 36 NY, parents b. Ireland, age 26 at 1st marriage [wife] 
 


