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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

One of the Baraboo 21 
Sanderson, Ralph Linwood 

1899 WI – 1927 TX 
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Ralph Linwood Sanderson – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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TX death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/30259451:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc
=hFB52898&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30259451:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc=hFB52898&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30259451:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc=hFB52898&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30259451:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc=hFB52898&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-H9XR-

M?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW4W-BTW2 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 16 Apr 1914 p 10 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-H9XR-M?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW4W-BTW2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-H9XR-M?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW4W-BTW2
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 5 Jul 1917 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 6 Jul 1917 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 6 Jul 1917 p 8 

 
 



12 
 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

“Baraboo (WI) Daily News” Wednesday 31 Oct 1917 p 5 
 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 10 
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Letter home from Alfred Argyle to parents, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Argyle, mentioning his meeting with 

Ralph Sanderson, beginning on p 1 & ending on p 5 – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 12 Apr 
1918 p 5 
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“Baraboo (WI) New Republic” Wednesday 1 May 1918 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Repulic” Saturday 18 May 1918 p 1 
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He is NOT the correct Ralph Sanderson who received the award - “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Saturday 15 Jun 1918 p 8 
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Meets the actual Ralph S. Sanderson sho got the award - “Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Monday 

19 Aug 1918 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 22 Aug 1918 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) Daily News” Friday 25 Oct 1918 p 6 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 24 Apr 1919 p 2 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 28 Apr 1919 p 1 

 
 
 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Daily News” Monday 5 May 1919 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Daily News” Thursday 15 Apr 1920 p 4 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 18 Apr 1920 p 9 
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“Baraboo (WI) Daily News” Friday 18 Jun 1920 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 27 Aug 1920 p 4 
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[list continues] 

“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 14 Sep 1920 p 1 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 13 Apr 1921 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 8 Mar 1923 p 8 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 1 Jun 1927 p 13 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 6 Jun 1927 p 9 

 



37 
 

 

 
His pallbearers were his Tuscania comrades - “Baraboo (WI) Daily News” Wednesday 8 Jun 1927 p 

4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 11 Jun 1927 p 4 

 



39 
 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 3 Feb 1928 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 6  
 

 

  
Excerpt: 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 2 Feb 1929 p 3 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615688/?terms=%22ralph%20l%20sanderson%22&mat

ch=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615688/?terms=%22ralph%20l%20sanderson%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615688/?terms=%22ralph%20l%20sanderson%22&match=1
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 7 Feb 1977 p 1 
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“”Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 16 Jan 1982 p 13 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 16 Jan 1982 p 13 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/870082869/ 

 
 
 

Wife: 
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MT death record of Hazel Wallace Sanderson Kelly Ostby - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0870-
00155?pId=1072452 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0870-00155?pId=1072452
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0870-00155?pId=1072452
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Obituary of wife Hazel Wallace Sanderson Kelly Ostby – “Billings (MT) Gazette” Wednesday 23 Mar 

1966 p 10 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 18 Aug 1927 p 4 

 
 

 

 
Marriage on 22 Nov 1922 in Glendive, Dawson MT to Hazel Wallace - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/94889:61375?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc=h

FB52899&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
His name is Lawrence J. Kelly – but hers is Hazel A. – is this them? “Albuquerque (NM) Journal” 

Friday 10 May 1929 p 6 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/94889:61375?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc=hFB52899&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/94889:61375?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc=hFB52899&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/94889:61375?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee83f23066b6c56e7e53a5a090dc3a15&_phsrc=hFB52899&_phstart=successSource
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Death of 2nd husband, Lawrence J. Kelly –  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/445079:62171?tid=&pid=&queryId=f1523a8c283acc4e1b3b84a64e49e6fc&_phsrc=h
FB52932&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/445079:62171?tid=&pid=&queryId=f1523a8c283acc4e1b3b84a64e49e6fc&_phsrc=hFB52932&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/445079:62171?tid=&pid=&queryId=f1523a8c283acc4e1b3b84a64e49e6fc&_phsrc=hFB52932&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/445079:62171?tid=&pid=&queryId=f1523a8c283acc4e1b3b84a64e49e6fc&_phsrc=hFB52932&_phstart=successSource
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CT – Military Census 1917 -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/129592:2277 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/129592:2277
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Hazel’s 2nd husband Lawrence James Kelly - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CS1R-DHXL-P?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5G4-

48W2 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DHXL-P?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5G4-48W2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DHXL-P?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5G4-48W2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1R-DHXL-P?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5G4-48W2
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Obituary of Lawrence James Kelly – “Waterbury (CT) Democrat” Thursday 12 Mar 1931 p 9 
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“Waterbury (CT) Democrat” Monday 16 Mar 1931 p 7 
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As Mrs. Lawrence Kelly – “Albuquerque (NM) Journal” Tuesday 2 May 1933 p 2 
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Hazel’s birthday was May 10 & this party for “Miss Hazel Kelly” was on Wednesday, 10 May 1933 –  

attended by her Covington friends - “Albuquerque (NM) Journal” Saturday 13 May 1933 p 9 
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“Albuquerque (NM) Journal” Tuesday 16 May 1933 p 5 

 
 

 
“Albuquerque (NM) Journal” Sunday 25 Jun 1933 p 7 
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“Albuquerque (NM) Journal” Saturday 25 Jul 1936 p 2 

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Ernest Sanderson  - Find A Grave 68696290 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 17 Mar 1945 p 6 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 27 Sep 1945 p 1 
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Obituary of father Ernest Sanderson, d. 27 Sep 1945 – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Friday 28 Sep 1945 p 7 
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Obituary of Ernest Sanderson – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 1 Oct 1945 p 2 

 
Mother: 

 
 



63 
 

 

 



64 
 

 

 
Obituary of mother Marian Doppler Sanderson – “Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 5 Jun 1913 p 8 

 



65 
 

 

 



66 
 

 

 
Wedding of Marian Doppler Sanderson – “Baraboo (WI) Republic” Wednesday 27 Jul 1898 p 2 

 
Stepmother: 

 

 
Death of Louise Putz Sanderson – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 30 Dec 1943 p 1 
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Marriage of Ernest Sanderson to Louise Putz on 26 Dec 1917 in Baraboo WI – “Baraboo (WI) Daily 

News” Thursday 27 Dec 1917 p 5 
 

Siblings: 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 13 Jun 1945 p 4 
 
 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 25 Aug 1978 p 36 
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Marriage of Mareta Frances Sanderson to Everett Day Davis – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Thursday 24 Jun 1920 p 5 
 
 
 
 

 
Letter to Santa from brother Clarence Sanderson (1902-1986) – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Tuesday 20 Dec 1910 p 10 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 1 Jul 1920 p 6 
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Marriage of Clarence Sanderson to Marietta Koerth in Adams WI on 6 May 1931 – “Baraboo (WI) 

News Republic” Wednesday 6 May 1931 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 15 May 1931 p 4 
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Obituary of brother Clarence I. Sanderson – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wedneday 11 Jun 1986 

p 5 
 

Name:  Ralph Linwood Sanderson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. E - corporal 
Serial number:  251,235 
Entered service from:  Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ralph Linwood Sanderson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father E. Sanderson, 116 West St., Baraboo WI 
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ralph L. Sanderson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Ernest Sanderson, 711 West St., Baraboo WI (cpl, 
Co. F, 101st Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Ralph Linwood Sanderson 
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  26 Apr 1919 
Address:  711 West St., Baraboo WI & Fallon MT 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. F, 101st Supply Train 
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Birth & death: 
Born:   13 Apr 1899 Baraboo, Sauk WI  
Died: 29 May 1927 El Paso, El Paso TX (at Beaumont Hospital)    
Find A Grave record: 68696294 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Cemetery:  Walnut Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Ernest Sanderson, May 1867 Market Rasen, West Lindsey District, Lincolnshire, 
England – 27 Sep 1945 Baraboo, Sauk WI. Baraboo WI alderman. Barber.  
After the death of Marian Doppler, he married Louise Putz, who also predeceased him, on  
1917. Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave:  68696290 
 
Mother: Marian Doppler Sanderson, 20 Jul 1871 Excelsior township, Sauk Wi – 24 May 1913 
Baraboo, Sauk WI. Daughter of Joseph H. Doppler (1840-1915, F; 148628618) & Sarah 
Hengstler (1849-1936, F: 148628469). Graduate of River Falls Normal School. Was 
assistant principal of Plymouth (WI) High School. Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, 
Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave:  68696292 
Parents’ marriage:  20 Jul 1898 WI 
 
Stepmother: Louise Anna Putz Sanderson, 1874 WI – 29 Dec 1943 Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Daughter of Michael Gottlieb Putz (F: 150232803) & Augusta Mueller (F: 150232594). 
Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave:68696291 
Stepmother’s marriage:26 Dec 1917 Baraboo, Sauk WI 
 
Spouse: Hazel Arvilla Wallace Sanderson Kelly Ostby, 10 May 1900 Baraboo, Sauk WI [or 
Ontario, Vernon WI] – 24 Mar 1966 Glendive, Dawson MT. Daughter of Vincent Thomas 
Wallace & Frances B. Gould.  
Circa 1928, Hazel Sanderson married Lawrence James Kelly, b. 9 Jan 1895 Waterbury, New 
Haven CT, died 8 Mar 1931 Fort Bayard, Grant NM. He had also survived the torpedoing of 
his troopship, S.S. “Covington,” which sank as it was being towed to Brest, France after 
being torpedoed by German submarine U-86. Due to his injuries, Lawrence was 
hospitalized several months in Brest. In the 1920 census, he is a patient in the Men’s 
Infirmary of the Fort Lyon Naval Sanatorium, Bent Co. CO. He is single, 24 CT, parents b. 
Ireland, in the US Navy. Lawrence was the son of Martin Kelly (Nov 1870 Ireland) & 
Margaret Murphy (May 1871 Ireland, d. 27 Aug 1940 Waterbury, New Haven CT) & had 2 
sisters, Lizzie (3) & Mary (1) in the 1900 census for Waterbury, New Haven CT.  
In the 1930 census for Albuquerque, Bernalillo NM, Lawrence J. Kelly (35 CT, parents b. 
Irish Free State) lived at 321 S. Dartmouth Ave. with wife Hazel A. Kelly (29 WI, father b. OH, 
mother b. WI). The census was conducted 15 Apr 1930. Neither listed an occupation. 
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Lawrence is buried in Calvary Cemetery, Waterbury, New Haven CT, F: 237298902. For the 
2nd time, Hazel accompanied the body of her husband to his hometown for burial. The 
obituary of his mother, Margaret Murphy Kelly, appears in the “Waterbury (CT) Democrat” 
of Tuesday, 3 Sep 1940 p 2. 
In the Albuquerque NM city directories: 
1927 – Kelly, Lawrence J., 1 block northwest of J.S. Smith 
1928 – Kelly, Lawrence J., rooms at 1617 S. Walter & Sanderson, Hazel, Miss, r 2, 121 N. 
Edith 
1929 – Kelly, Lawrence J. (Hazel), 321 S. Dartmouth 
1930 – Kelly, Lawrence J. (Hazel), 321 S. Dartmouth 
As Hazel Kelly, married Gerhardt Adolph (“Gay”) Ostby (1911-1984, F: 91724727) on 15 
May 1940 in Forsyth, Rosebud MT. Both said an earlier spouse was deceased. 
Hazel was the 2nd of Gerhardt’s 3 wives. Ostby had married Mary Elaine Young (1913-1937) 
in 1932. After Hazel’s death, he married Carrie Holland (1910-1996) in 1967. 
Hazel is buried in Dawson Memorial Park, Glendive, Dawson MT. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  91726991 
Marriage: 22 Nov 1922 Glendive, Dawson MT 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Mareta Frances Sanderson Davis, 9 Jun 1900 WI – 23 Aug 1978 Wisconsin Dells [parts of 
which are in 4 counties] WI. Married 23 Jun 1920 Racine Co. WI to Everett Day Davis (1897-
1969, F: 63354114). Buried in Fairfield Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 63354119. 

• Clarence Islip Sanderson, 9 Dec 1902 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 9 Jun 1986 Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Married Marietta Koerth of Milwaukee WI on 6 May 1931 in Adams, Adams WI. Buried in 
Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F; 68696289 

 
Notes:  
 
When he is mistakenly identified as 1 of 12 recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, 
his parents are sure it is him because his middle name is Linwood – named for the linden 
(linwood/basswood) trees on the old Sanderson property. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Baptized in First Presbyterian Church, Baraboo, Sauk WI on 6 Feb 1910, along with his 
sister Mareta. 
 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 8 Jun 1916 p 10 – Among those attending the Baraboo 
High School Class of 1916 baccalaureate exercises was Ralph L. Sanderson, who was 
graduating from the “English Course.” 
 
Wartime: 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 – “Tuscania Disaster 
Survivors” list includes Ralph Linwood Sanderson of Baraboo WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
1919 El Paso TX city directory 
Sanderson, Ralph, 1026 Upson Ave. 
 
Obituary: 
 
His TX death record showed he was married, an auto mechanic, who died of meningitis, 
cerebro-spinal, acute, suppurative, following pansinusitis.  
 
"Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) 1 Jun 1927 p 13 – Ralph Sanderson was 1 of the 
Baraboo 21. He died in Beaumont Hospital where he has been ill since 1 Apr 1927. Son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Sanderson, brother of Mrs. Everett Davis & Clarence Sanderson, all of 
Baraboo WI. His- body accompanied home by his wife. Had been living in NM. Military 
funeral, probably on 5 Jun 1927. 
 
"Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) - Cpl. Ralph Linwood Sanderson, son of Ernest 
Sanderson, Baraboo, 1 of the "Baraboo 21" Tuscania survivors, 1 of 12 recipients of 
Distinguished Service Cross for fighting off the enemy twice & rescuing their lieutenant 28 
Feb 1918  
 
"Madison (WI) Capital Times" 6 Jun 1927 p 9 - funeral rites (with the American Legion) in 
Baraboo WI on 7 Jun 1927. His body left El Paso TX on 5 Jun 1927 & will arrive 7 Jun 1927 
accompanied by his wife. WWI veteran, Tuscania survivor.   
 
"Wisconsin State Journal" 4 Feb 1928 p 7 - Tuscania Disaster Day, Sanderson died in a TX 
sanitarium during the past year. 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 220 – 5th 
Ernest Sanderson, 33 England, May 1867, parents b. England, emigrated 1890, in US for4 
10 years, naturalized, married 2 years, barber 
Marian, 28 WI, Jan 1870, father b. France, mother b. PA, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Ralph, 1 WI, Apr 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Ernest Sanderson, 38 England, parents b. England, barber 
Marion, 34 WI, father b. France, mother b. PA 
Ralph, 6 WI 
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Mareta, 5 WI 
Clarence, 2 WI 
& brother Victor Sanderson, 40 England, parents b. England, barber 
 
1910 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 711 West St. 
Ernest Sanderson, 41 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1886, naturalized, in 1st 
marriage, married 11 years, barber, own shop 
Marian, 38 WI, father b. France, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are 
living 
Ralph, 11 WI 
Mareta, 10 WI 
Clarence, 7 WI 
 
1920 cannot locate – was at the U of WI at Madison WI in spring 1920 
 


