DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Smith, Claude Emory
1889 MI -1920



CLAUDE E. SMITH
Lennomn, Mich,
Pvt.. tovth Eng., jand Div., A, E. F.
Survived submarine attack on Tuscania

Title: Honor roll and complete war history of Genesee county, Michigan, in the great world war 1914 to 1918, illustrated biography, authentic history, embracing & recording activities of fighting and civilian army.
Collection: Michigan County Histories and Atlases

“Honor Roll & Complete War History of Genesee County, Michigan” — page 191 -
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/micounty/bad0920.0001.001/1957g1=claude&qg2=emory&q3=smith
&view=image&size=175
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Ml death record of brother Floyd E. Smith (1882-1940) -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355000-
014647?treeid=164820400&personid=382144426366&hintid=&queryld=a3cb90f9¢c2c9536b205974
141e8c0857&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB57122&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=14
86445
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Suicide of Floyd Smith — “Lansing (Ml) State Journal” Friday 7 Jun 1940 p8
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Ml death record of brother Harold Emerson Smith (1899-1927) —
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355161-
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er of the scripture and was prepared
*when called.

Mr. Smith was married to Verle
Grant December 6, 1924. Besides his
vqife and son Gerald there survives

Bertie of Saginaw, Byron of Flint,
Arthur of Owosso. His father., one
sister and one brother preceeded him
to the great beyond.

Obituary of Harold Emerson Smith — sister Fern Smith Pease & brother Claude Emory Smith had
preceded him in death - “Livingston County Daily Press & Argus” (Howell MIl) Wednesday 19 Oct
1927p 8
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Name: Claude Emory Smith

Name variations: often listed as Claude K. Smith — Claud (Veterans Administration Military
Index)

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Eng. - private

Serial number: 251,726

Entered service from: Lennon, Genesee Ml

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Claude E. Smith

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Mrs. Tressa Wilbur, RR 2, Lannen Ml
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Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Claud E. Smith

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Thressa [sic/Tressa] Wilbur, Lemon [sic] Ml (cpl,
Co. F, 107th Engineers)

World War | draft registration (1917):

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted: 17 May 1917

Discharged: 27 May 1919

Address: Lennon Ml

Rank/unit: corporal, Co. F, 107" Engineers, 32" Division

Birth & death:

Born: 17 Jun 1889 MI

Died: 3 Sep 1920 Saginaw, Saginaw Ml (of tuberculosis)

Find A Grave record: 22810069 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Flushing, Genesee M

Cemetery: Flushing City

Tombstone:

Father: Edward Delaney (“Eddie”) Smith, 18 Oct 1859 Dix, Schuyler NY - 18 Dec 1911
Clayton township, Genesee MI. Son of Marcus H. Smith & Eliza J. Bailey. Buried in Flushing
City Cemetery, Flushing, Genesee Ml.

Find A Grave: 22809878

Mother: Electra {Electa] Roena Johnson Smith Hickey, reverted to Smith, 25 May 1865
Flushing, Genesee Ml -1 Apr 1947 Clayton, Genesee MI. Except for her tombstone being
inscribed with the name Electra, her other records use Electa. Daughter of Amos E.
Johnson (1834-1883, F: 21616878) & Cynthia C. Cunningham (later married in 1890 to
Edward B. Roberts, 1844-1910, F: 61929702).

Electa Smith married Joseph A. Hickey (b. ca. 1881 Alpena MIl) on 11 Jan 1919 in Flint,
Genesee Ml but is buried as Electa Smith in Flushing City Cemetery, Flushing, Genesee MI.
Find A Grave: 22810026

Parents’ marriage: 1883

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:
Siblings:

e Floyd E. Smith, 25 Mar 1882 Flushing, Genesee MI -6 Jun 1940 Venice township,
Shiawassee MI. Married 30 Nov 1904 Corunna, Shiawassee Ml to Anna D. Durling (1884-
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1977, F: 39073424). Committed suicide by hanging himself from a rafer in the granary of a
farm he was renting. Ml death record: “broken neck from hanging himself” — contributing:
“nervous breakdown.” Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Vernon, Shiawassee M. F:
39075052

e Tressa Smith Wilbur, 25 Dec 1886 Flushing, Genesee M| -3 Nov 1951 Genesee Co. MI. Wife
of Arthur Wilbur (d. 10 Dec 1958, F: 64159122). Buried in same cemetery as Claude —
Flushing City Cemetery, Flushing, Genesee MI. F: 64159579

e Fern L. Smith Pease, 11 Jul 1891 Genesee Co. Ml -27 Feb 1918 Genesee Co. Ml. Married 30
Jun 1909 in Flint, Genesee Ml to Walter L. Pease (b. 1879). Their daughter Gladys Pease was
born 14 Apr 1910 Ml & died 16 Feb 1928 in Ml of tuberculosis. Fern died of pulmonary
tuberculosis & is buried in Flushing City Cemetery, Flushing, Genesee NY. F: 61870453

e BertE. (Bertie) Smith, 13Jul 1893 Lennon, Genesee Ml -3 Jun 1984 Saginaw, Saginaw MI.
Married on 6 Apr 1918 in Saginaw, Saginaw MI to Anna Rickey Barnekow (1900-1995, F:
91604315). Buried in Roselawn Memorial Gardens, Saginaw, Saginaw MI. F: 91604285

e Bryan Smith, 17 May 1896 Lennon, Genesee Ml - 23 Mar 1937 Flint, Genesee Co. Ml. In the
1930 census Bryan was single, age 33, an elevator operator in an auto factory & living with
his mother Electa R. Smith (64, widowed) in Flint, Genesee MI. The Find A Grave records of
his parents note that Bryan died of mustard gas poisoning. His Ml death record gives the
cause of death as hyperthyroidism. Buried in Flushing City Cemetery, Flushing, Genesee
MI. F: 22810095

e Arthur W. Smith, 30 or 31 Oct 1897 [also found as 1896 on his WWI draft] Ml - 10 Jan 1977
Grand Rapids, Kent MI. Married 3 Apr 1919 in Vernon Co. Ml to Pearl Bradley (1900-1989, F:
74547326). Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Vernon, Shiawassee MI. F; 39073658

e Harold Emerson Smith, 7 Aug 1899 Lennon, Genesee MI - 10 Oct 1927 Howell, Livingston
Ml. Married Verle H. Grant (1894-1929, F: 39078026) on 6 Dec 1924 in Fowlerville,
Livingston MI. Died of pulmonary tuberculosis. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Vernon,
Shiawassee MI. F: 39075338

Notes:
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/33045559/person/172075388388/facts?_phsrc=hFB57114&_phstart=suc
cessSource

Pre-war:

Wartime:

“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 — on board Tuscania: Claude E. Smith,
Lannen M.

“Lansing (Ml) State Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 — on the list of additional Ml survivors:
Claude E. Smith, private, 107" Engineers Train, Lannen Mi

Listed in “Honor Roll & Complete War History of Genesee County, Michigan”
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/micounty/BAD0920.0001.001?view=toc
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Honor rell and complete war history of Genesee county, Michigan, in the great world war 1914 to 1918, illustrated biography, authentic history, embracing & recording
activities of fighting and civilian army.

Users are free to cite and link to digital content without asking for permission. Where applicable, subject to copyright. Please go to http://www.lib.umich.edu/library-
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Hoenor roll and complete war history of Genesee county, Michigan, in the great world war 1914 to 1918, illustrated biography, authentic history, embracing &
recording activities of fighting and civilian army.
[Flint]: The Flint daily journal, [c1920]

World War, 1914-1918 -- Registers
Genesee County (Mich.) -- History.

Ann Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan Library
2005

http://name.umdl.umich.edu/BAD0520.0001.001

Post-war:
Obituary:
Censuses:

1900 Clayton, Genesee Ml

Edward S. Smith, 40 PA, Oct 1859, parents b. PA, married 17 years, farmer
Electa R., 35 MI, May 1865, father b. PA, mother b. Ml, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living
Tressa, 13 MI, Dec 1886, at school

Claude, 12 M, Jun 1889, at school

Fern, 8 Ml, Jul 1891, at school

Bert, 6 Ml, Jul 1893

Bryan, 7 MI, Mar 1896

Arthur, 2 Ml, Oct 197

Herald, 10 months MI, Aug 1899

& boarder Fred Lainier, 18 Ml, single, parents’ birthplaces unknown, farm laborer

1910 Flint, Genesee Ml - Hamilton Ave.
Claude Smith, 21 M, parents b. MI, single, machinist, auto factory
Boarder with Wesley Q. & Lyda Caton

1920 Carrollton, Saginaw Ml - line 77
Claud Smith, 30 MI, parents b. US, single, ex-soldier
Living with Stephen & Mary Kueser



