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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Sanderson, George William 
1892 TX – 1975 TX 
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https://billiongraves.com/grave/George-W-Sanderson/19577123 

Wife Sadie : 
 



3 
 

 

 
From left: mother-in-law Hannah Cramer Grant Geiger, wife Sadie Grant/Geiger, Sadie’s 

half-brother Joseph Nicholas Geiger Jr. , in 1919- https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/105177738/person/400044487471/media/2ba4733f-c801-

4ffb-8570-edd4716d5f1a?_phsrc=hFB52844&_phstart=successSource 
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TX death record of Sadie Allen Grant Geiger Sanderson - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062162-

02344?pId=67751513  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062162-02344?pId=67751513
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062162-02344?pId=67751513


5 
 

 

 
Obituary of wife Sadie’s mother Hannah Cramer Grant Geiger – “Houston (TX) Post” Friday 

16 Jan 1920 p 10 
 

Wife Imogene Allison Love 
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Marriage on 17 Dec 1940 in Fort Bend Co. TX -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/923058554:9168 
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Obituary of wife Imogene Love Sanderson – “Galveston (TX) Daily News” Tuesday 19 Jan 

1999 p 4 
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Divorced in Jul 1947 – living together with son Ronald in the 1950 Galveston, Galveston TX 
census – “Galveston (TX) Daily News” Thursday 31 Jul 1947 p 14 

 
 

  
 

Children by Sadie: 
 
 

 
TX birth record of son George Allen Sanderson (1921-2015) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/787495:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=b91caac1ba4b2076a2d71b67b026f474&_

phsrc=hFB52857&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/787495:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=b91caac1ba4b2076a2d71b67b026f474&_phsrc=hFB52857&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/787495:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=b91caac1ba4b2076a2d71b67b026f474&_phsrc=hFB52857&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/787495:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=b91caac1ba4b2076a2d71b67b026f474&_phsrc=hFB52857&_phstart=successSource
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TX birth record of daughter Clara Audrey Sanderson (1923-1976) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061497-
00585?pId=858641  

 
Child by Imogene Allison Love 

 
Son Ronald William Sanderson b. 23 Jul 1941 in Galveston Co. TX (county 084) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/153361293:8781  
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061497-00585?pId=858641
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061497-00585?pId=858641
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TX death record of Peter Sanderson – Find A Grave 134411077 

 
Mother: 
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TX death record of mother Lena L. Rosseter Sanderson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21487367:2272 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21487367:2272
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TX death record of sister Rose Sanderson Bettencourt (1882-1963) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9B9Z-QP4Z?i=1697&cc=1983324 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9B9Z-QP4Z?i=1697&cc=1983324
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TX death record of Stella/Estella Sanderson Klaus (1884-1916) – Find A Grave 128070805 
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TX death record of brother Fred Sanderson (1888-1929) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GY13-92T9?i=427&cc=1983324 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GY13-92T9?i=427&cc=1983324
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TX death record of brother Alfonse Sanderson (1889-1954) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y18-HS4?i=184&cc=1983324 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y18-HS4?i=184&cc=1983324


16 
 

 

 
TX death record of sister Josephine Sanderson Hussey (1895-1981) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1489264:2272 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1489264:2272
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Obituary of Josephine Sanderson Hussey – no surviving siblings are listed – “Galveston (TX) Daily 

News” Monday 23 Mar 1981 p 7 
 
 
 

Name:  George William Sanderson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private  
Serial number:  250,752 
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Entered service from:  Galveston, Galveston TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George Sanderson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Lena Sanderson, 2216 - 29th St., Galveston TX 
Returned from war on: George Sanderson 
Sailed on return ship as: "Henderson" Mar 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Lenn Sanderson, Galveston TX (pvt, 18th 
Co., 20 Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as George Sanderson - b. 22 Jun 1892 Galveston TX; 
res: 4315 Avenue “E,” Galveston TX. Single. Fireman, GH&H Railway, Galveston T. Has a 
dependent mother. Claimed exemption from draft: “yes support of mother.” Tall & slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as George William Sanderson - b. 22 Jun 1892 
Galveston TX; res: 2305 – 40th St., Galveston TX. NOK Mrs. Imogene Sanderson, same 
address. Employed by GHHRR, Galveston TX.  Height: 5’11” – 185 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  cannot locate 
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  22 Jun 1892 Galveston, Galveston TX  
Died: 3 Dec 1975 Galveston, Galveston TX  
Find A Grave record: 121945118 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Hitchcock, Galveston TX 
Cemetery:  Galveston Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Peter Sanderson, 29 Jul 1857 Mexico – 28 Sep 1922 Galveston, Galveston TX. Son 
of L. Sanderson & F. Ayela, both b. Mexico. Died of pulmonary tuberculosis complicated by 
cerebro-spinal syphilis. Married at time of death. Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Galveston, 
Galveston TX. 
Find A Grave:  134411077 
 
Mother: Lena L. Rhopeter/Ropeter/Roppetter (indexed as Rosseter from her TX death 
record) Sanderson, 5 Apr 1855 Germany – 3 Jun 1934 Galveston, Galveston TX (in St. 
Mary’s Infirmary). Daughter of Henry & Martha Rofreter (spelling?). In the 1910 census, she 
reports her marriage to Peter is her 2nd; it is his 1st. Widowed at time of death. Died of 
chronic valvular heart disease. According to her TX death record, buried in Lakeview 
Cemetery, Galveston, Galveston TX but not on Find A Grave as of 13 Oct 2022. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
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Spouse: Sarah Allen (“Sadie”) Grant Geiger Sanderson, 5 Jan 1898 TX – 28 Mar 1939 
Galveston, Galveston TX.  Daughter of Edgar Allen Grant (b. London, England, d. 1897 TX, F: 
61959373) & Hannah Cramer (1876 TX – 1920 TX, F: 36216657) who married on 22 Feb 
1892 in Houston, Harris TX. Her birth surname was therefore Grant.  Sadie was their only 
child. On 9 Jun 1903 Hannah Cramer Grant married Joseph Nicholas Geiger (1871-1951, F: 
36216948), who adopted Sadie & her surname changed to Geiger. Hannah & Joseph had a 
son, Joseph Nicholas Geiger (1906-1979).  
In the 1900 Houston, Harris TX census, Sarah Grant (5 TX), b. Jan 1895, father b. England, 
mother b. TX, is listed as the “step-grandson” of William & Sara Williams. Also in the 
household is her mother, Hannah Grant, their daughter. In the 1920 census for Houston, 
Harris TX, Sadie Geiger (22 TX, father b. LA, mother b. TX, which is incorrect) lived with her 
“father” Joseph N. Geiger, 49 LA, widowed, superintendent, oil mills & her “brother” (half-
brother) Joseph Geiger Jr. (13 TX, father b. LA, mother b. TX). She died of 
bronchopneumonia.  
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Galveston, Galveston TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  72174888 
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Imogene Allison Love Sanderson, 2 Mar 1912 Somerville, Burleston TX – 17 Jan 
1999 Texas City, Galveston TX (in Gulf Health Care). SSN 466-18-6104. Daughter of John C. 
Love (1862-1940, F: 158408608) & Margurette Kirkpatrick (1875-1940, F: 158408919). Also 
known as “Jean.” Graduate of Somerville (TX) High School. Attended Kings Daughters 
School of Nursing. Trained as histology technician at UTMB. Worked at John Sealy & St. 
Mary’s hospitals. Retired from National Marine Laboratories. In the 1940 census, Jean Love 
(28 TX) lived with her widowed mother Margaret E. Love (65) & sister Billie A. Hess, her 
husband Walter Hess & son Lloyde Hess. Buried in Galveston Memorial Park, Hitchcock, 
Galveston TX.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  121945126 
Marriage: 17 Dec 1940 Fort Bend Co. TX. George filed for divorce in Galveston Co. TX, 
which was awarded to him in Jul 1947 on the grounds of “cruel treatment.” Custody of their 
son Ronald was awarded to Imogene, with rights of visitation to George. George, Imogene 
& Ronald live together in Galveston TX in the 1950 census.   
 
 
Children: by wife Sadie 

• George Allen (G.A.) Sanderson, 21 Jun 1921 Galveston, Galveston TX – 2 May 2015 
Brenham, Washington Co. TX.  Graduate of Ball High School (1939). Attended U of Houston. 
Enlisted in the US Navy in Sep 1941; after training, served 3 years on the Pacific island of 
Espiritu Santo. Discharged 20 Nov 1945 & returned to Galveston, where he was employed 
by the Santa Fe Railroad as a fireman on freight trains. Married 6 Sep 1946 to Catherine 
Marie Breitkreutz (1924-2011, F: 127962532) at First Lutheran Church, Galveston, 
Galveston TX. Began a long career in banking, finishing at Texas Tech University in credit & 
collections. Buried in Prairie Lea Cemetery, Brenham, Washington Co. TX. F: 147180016 
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• Clara Audrey Sanderson, 29 Aug 1923 Galveston, Galveston TX – 1976 FL. Known as Audrey. 
Her TX record lists her as her mother’s 2nd child, of 2. 

 
Child: by wife Imogene Love 

• Ronald William Sanderson, 23 Jul 1941 Santa Fe, Galveston TX. In Jan 1999, resided with 
wife Lynne in Santa Fe TX when his mother Imogene died.  

  
 
Siblings:  in the 1900 census, Lena reports she has given birth to 10 children, 8 of whom are 
living. Named in that census are Fred, Rose, Estella, Alfonse, George & Josie.  In the 1910 
census, Lena reports she has given birth to 10 children, 7 of whom are living. Named are 
Fred, Alphonse, George & Josephine. 

• Fredrick/Fred Sanderson, 19 Sep 1879 TX (WWI registration) or 1 Sep 1888 Galveston, 
Galveston TX (TX death record) – 15 Jun 1929 Galveston, Galveston TX. Usually employed as 
a restaurant waiter. His WWI draft registration (12 Sep 1918) notes Fred has a “crippled left 
leg.” He resides at 2216 – 24th, Galveston TX, where his NOK Lena Sanderson also resides. 
He is single, medium height, medium build, a cook at the Hotel Galvez, 21st & P, Galveston 
TX.  – On TX death record, listed as widowed & age 40, son of Peter Sanderson (b. Spain) & 
Lena Ropetee (b. Germany). Died of cirrhosis of the liver. Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, 
Galveston, Galveston TX but not on Find A Grave as of 13 Oct 2022. 

• Rose Sanderson Bettencourt, 6 Jan 1882 Galveston, Galveston TX – 12 Nov 1963 Galveston, 
Galveston TX (in the Letitia Rosenberg Home). TX death record lists her parents as Peter 
Sanderson & Lena Schmacrere. Widow at the time of her death from lung cancer. Buried in 
Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Galveston, Galveston TX but not on Find A Grave as of 13 Oct 
2022.  

• Estella Sanderson, Apr 1884 TX -   Is she the Stella Sanderson Klaus, 15 Apr 1884 Galveston, 
Galveston TX – 22 May 1916 Galveston, Galveston TX, wife of William Klaus (1875 TX – 1928 
TX, two Find A Grave records: 134296886 & 128070806), buried in Lakeview Cemetery, 
Galveston, Galveston TX? She has Find A Grave 128070805. Her TX death record lists her as 
the daughter of Fred Sanderson (b. Mexico) & an unknown mother b. Germany. Or is she the 
Estella Sanderson still alive in the 1945 Galveston TX city directory? 

• Alfonse Sanderson, 4 May 1889 Galveston, Galveston TX – 12 Oct 1954 Galveston, 
Galveston TX. Wife listed as Hattie in the 1921 & 1923 Galveston TX city directories & as 
Mae in the 1938 Galveston TX city directory. Widowed at time of death in St. Mary’s 
Infirmary. Was a watchman at the Hotel Galvez. Parents listed as Peter Sanderson (b. 
Madrid, Spain) & Lena ? (b. Hanover, Germany). Buried in Oleander Cemetery, Galveston, 
Galveston TX. F; 125438095 

• Josephine (Josie) Sanderson Hussey, 10 May 1895 Galveston, Galveston TX – 20 Mar 1981 
Galveston, Galveston TX (in St. Mary’s Hospital). Surname listed as Hussey with Social 
Security, which lists her as daughter of Peter Sanderson & Lena Rhopeter. TX death record 
lists her parents as Peter Sanderson & Lena Ropetter. Wife of Michael Joseph Hussey 
(1885-1977, F: 86493390) whom she married 19 May 1915 in First Lutheran Church, 
Galveston, Galveston TX. Both were residents of Galveston TX. Buried in Galveston 
Memorial Park, Galveston, Galveston TX. F: 86493462 

 
Notes:  
The GH&H Railroad was the Galveston, Houston & Henderson Railroad.  
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Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – on board Tuscania: George 
Sanderson, Galveston TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
1919 Houston TX city directory: 
Geiger, Jos. N., superintendent, Houston Cotton Oil Mill, resident 601 Fowler 
Geiger, Sadie A., Miss, cashier, F.W. Heitmann Co., resident of 601 Fowler 
 
1921 Galveston TX city directory: 
Sanderson 
Alphonse (Hattie), meat cutter, H.L. Hogan, 2516 Avenue H 
George W. (Sadie), engineer, rooms at 4208 Avenue J 
 
1923 Galveston TX city directory: 
Sanderson 
Alphonse (Hattie), baker, 4520 Avenue J 
George W. (Sadie), engineer, 915 – 34th 
Lena (widow of Peter), 4005 Avenue H 
 
1936 Galveston TX city directory: 
Sanderson, Al (Anna M.), butcher, 1821 Avenue H 
Sanderson, George W. (Sadie), fireman, 2305 – 40th  
 
1938 Galveston TX city directory: 
Sanderson, Alphonse (Mae), resident of 1821 Avenue H 
Estelle, Miss, resident of 1821 Avenue H 
George W. (Sadie), engineer, GH&HRR, resident of 2305 – 40th  
 
1945 Galveston TX city directory: 
Sanderson 
Estella L. cashier, Salle Ann Dress Shop, 1913 Avenue G 
Fred J., rear 1216 Avenue E 
George A., US Navy, 2305 – 40th 
George W. (Imogene A.) locomotive engineer, GH&H Railroad, 2305 – 40th St. 
 
1949 Galveston TX city directory: 
Sanderson 
George A. (Cath), teller, 1st National Bank, 1811 – 21st, Apt. 6 
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George W. (Imogene A.), engineer, GH&H, 2305 – 40th  
Imogene A., Mrs., nurses’ aide, St. Mary’s Infirmary, 2305 – 40th  
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 703-12-6401 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Galveston, Galveston TX – 115 – 36th St. 
Peter Sanderson, 47 Mexico, Jan 1853, parents b. Mexico, emigrated 1874, in US 26 years, 
naturalized, married 25 years, cook, hotel 
Lena, 45 Germany, Apr 1855, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1873, in US for 27 years, gave 
birth to 10 children, 8 are living 
Fred, 20 T, Sep 1879, waiter, restaurant 
Rose, 18 TX, Jan 1882, weaver, bagging factory 
Estella, 16 TX, Apr 1884, weaver, bagging factory 
Alfonse, 11 TX, May 1889, at school 
George, 8 TX, Jun 1891 
Josie, 5 TX, May 1895 
& roomer Louis G. Laurence, 60 Germany, Jan 1840, parents b. Germany, widowed, 
emigrated 1850, in US for 49 years, naturalized, laborer, cotton press 
 
1910 Galveston, Galveston TX – 42nd St. 
Peter Sanderson, 56 Mexico (Spanish), parents b. Mexico (Spanish), emigrated 1880, 
naturalized, in his 1st marriage, married 31 years, cook, hotel 
Lena, 55 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1876, in her 2nd marriage, gave birth to 
10 children, 7 are living 
Fred S., 30 TX, waiter, restaurant 
Alphonse, 20 T, butcher, retail 
George, 17 TX, salesman, retail butcher 
Josephine, 14 TX 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1920 Galveston, Galveston TX – mother & brother 
Lena Sanderson, 65 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1885, naturalized 1893, 
widow 
Fredrick, 40 TX, single, parents b. Germany, waiter, hotel [son] 
 
1930 Galveston, Galveston TX – 3607 Avenue H – on line 98 – conducted 10 Apr 1930 – he is 
supposedly married to Sadie at this time & has 2 children, George Allen & Clara Audrey 
Sanderson – their census entry cannot be located 
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George W. Sanderson, 37 TX, single, father b. Spain, mother b. Germany, engineer, 
railroad, WWI veteran 
Roomer with: 
Millie Schneider, 33 TX, single, parents’ birthplaces unknown (“foreign” is crossed 
through), head of household 
 
1940 Galveston, Galveston TX – 2305 – 40th St. – Sadie died 1939 – conducted 6 May 1940 
George Sanderson, 47 TX, widowed, locomotive engineer, steam railway company 
George Sanderson Jr., 18 TX [son] 
Audrey Sanderson, 16 TX [daughter] 
Millie Schneider, 43 TX, single, housekeeper, private home 
 
1950 Galveston, Galveston TX – 2305 – 40th St. – George & Imogene had divorced in 1947 – 
conducted 19 Apr 1950 
George W. Sanderson, 57 TX, engineer, G.H.&H. Railroad 
Imo Gene, 39 TX, R nurse, St. Mary’s Infirmary [wife] 
Ronald W., 8 TX [son] 
 
 
 


