
1 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Robinson, John Harold 
1894 OH – 1961 WA 

 
 

 
John Harold Robinson - “Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 11 Jan 1961 p 13 
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/402773277/?terms=%22mr%20robinson%22%20day
ton&match=1 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Monday 27 Feb 1956 p 7 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/402773277/?terms=%22mr%20robinson%22%20dayton&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/402773277/?terms=%22mr%20robinson%22%20dayton&match=1
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“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Thursday 10 Dec 1959 p 33 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
 

 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=7895&h=158878&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6061 
 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=7895&h=158878&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6061
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=7895&h=158878&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6061
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W4ZK-WZ6Z 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWFT-4Q2M 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W4ZK-WZ6Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWFT-4Q2M
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Saved from Tuscania – “Lima (OH) Times-Democrat” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Herald” Thursday 19 Oct 1939 p 17 
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“Dayton (OH) Herald” Friday 10 Nov 1939 p 19 
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What happened prior to seatbelts - “Dayton (OH) Herald” Monday 8 Apr 1946 p 3 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Wednesday 30 May 1956 p 11 
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Wife 
 
 

 
Wife Freida Williams Robinson – “Dayton (OH) Herald” Friday 11 Jan 1946 p 14 
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Freida Williams Robinson 2nd from right (light-colored suit) – “Dayton (OH) Daily News” Monday 21 

Jan 1946 p 5 
 
 

 
“Richmond (IN) Item” Wednesday 3 Sep 1924 p 9 
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Obituary of Freida Williams Robinson – “Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 27 Jul 1983 p 56 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 26 May 1943 p 21 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Friday 29 Oct 1954 p 24 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Monday 21 Feb 1955 p 26 
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Children: 
 

 
Death of son Keith William Robinson (1925-1949) – “Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Wednesday 18 

Aug 1949 p 19 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Monday 8 Aug 1949 p 2 
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“Dayton (OH) Journal-Herald” Monday 8 Aug 1949 p 1 
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Find A Grave 111126111 

 

 
“Hope (AR) Star” Monday 8 Aug 1949 p 6 
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AR death record of son Keith William Robinson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/60597098:61777 
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“Dayton (OH) Herald” Wednesday 31 May 1944 p 5 

 

 
Keith dies 14 months after his college graduation - “Dayton (OH) Herald” Thursday 10 Jun 1948 p 31 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Saturday 25 Dec 1948 p 6 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/seattletimes/name/judith-callahan-obituary?id=21924322 
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Daughter Judith Ellen Robinson Callahan 9“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Sunday 24 May 1953 p 59 

 
 

 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Friday 27 Nov 1953 p 42 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Friday 7 Jun 1957 p 38 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 27 Nov 1957 p 7 
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 Engagement of daughter Judith Ellen Robinson Callahan - “Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” 

Wednesday 29 Jan 1958 p 19 
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“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Friday 21 Mar 1958 p 32 
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“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Friday 26 Mar 1958 p 14 
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“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Thursday 27 Mar 1958 p 20 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Sunday 6 Apr 1958 p 25 

 
 

 
“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Friday 28 Aug 1959 p 28] 
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“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Friday 28 Dec 1962 p 16 

 
 
 

Father: 
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OH death record of father William H. Robinson 
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OH death record of mother Helen A. Claussen Robinson – Find A Grave 147768772 
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Marriage of brother Paul C. Robinson to Florence Sinderman - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1337017:1876  

 
 

 
OH service in WWI - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7895/images/014660-

14429?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=158925 
 
 

 
         
Name:  John Harold Robinson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade, then 323rd Field Artillery, then 
Battery C., 135th Field Artillery – 2nd lieutenant  
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John H. Robinson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father William H. Robinson, 13408 Forest Hill Ave., East 
Cleveland OH 
Returned from war on: "George Washington" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John H. Robinson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William H. Robinson, 13408 Forest Hill Ave., 
Cleveland OH (2nd lt., 135th Field Artillery)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Harold Robinson - b. 13 Dec 1894 East 
Cleveland OH; res: 13408 Forest Hill Ave. N., East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. Single. 
Candidate, US government, Fort Benjamin Harrison IN. Tall & slender. Card not dated. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as John Harold Robinson - b. 13 Dec 1894 Cleveland 
OH; res: 128 E. Dixon Ave., Dayton, Montgomery OH. NOK Mrs. Freida E. Robinson, same 
address. Employed by Ohio Bell Telephone Co., 215 W. 2nd St., Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. 
“scar on right leg” – Height: 5’11” – 140 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  25 Jul 1919 
Address:  345 W. Ravenwood, Youngstown OH 
Rank/unit:   2nd lieutenant, Field Artillery  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 13 Dec 1894 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH  
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Died: 9 Jan 1961 Seattle, King WA (while visiting daughter Mrs. Judy Callahan)   
Find A Grave record: 111125427 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Dayton, Montgomery OH 
Cemetery:  Woodland 
Tombstone: buried as J. Harold Robinson 
 
Father:  William H. Robinson, 11 Nov 1855 Warren, Trumbull OH – 26 Oct 1936 East 
Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. Son of William Robinson & Susan Hacket. Died of a coronary 
thrombosis. Buried in East Cleveland Township Cemetery, East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. 
Find A Grave:  147768699 
 
Mother: Helen A. Claussen Robinson, 23 Feb 1863 Germany – 1 Jan 1951 Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga OH. Daughter of John Conrad & Helen A. Claussen. Buried in East Cleveland 
Township Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH.  
Find A Grave:  147768772 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Freida Ellen Williams Robinson, 15 Apr 1900 Wayne Co. IN – 24 Jul 1983 Seattle, 
King WA. Daughter of Harvey Earl Williams & Hannah Wildas Ripley. She was a reporter 
then she got married. Buried in Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum, Dayton, Montgomery 
OH. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  111124529 
Marriage: obtained marriage license Sep 1924 in Richmond, Wayne IN 
 
Children: 

• Keith William Robinson, 19 Aur 1925 Mahoning Co. OH – 7 Aug 1949 near El Dorado, Union 
AR in the crash of a small plane piloted by Jack M. Kavanaugh. Keith was a physicist in the 
Monsanto research laboratories in Galveston TX while Jack was a chemist in the 
laboratories. Keith had graduated from Denison University in Jun 1948. Buried in Woodland 
Cemetery & Arboretum, Dayton, Montgomery OH. F: 111126111 

•  Judith Ellen (“Judy”/”Jeri”) Robinson Callahan, 22 Mar 1935 Columbus, Franklin OH -  10 
Apr 2015 Shoreline, King WA. Graduate of William & Mary College, Williamsburg VA. 
Married Charles Latimer Callahan, son of Charles P. Latimer, on 5 Apr 1958 in Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Dayton, Montgomery OH. They had 3 children & divorced 20 Jun 1990 
in King Co. WA. Both filed for the divorce. In the 1959 Seattle WA city directory, Charles L. 
Callahan was an engineer at Boeing, his wife Mrs. Judith R. Callahan an editor at the U of 
WA & they resided at 225 Olympic Place, Apt. 309. 

 
Siblings: Helen reported in the 1910 census that she had given birth to 8 children, 3 of 
whom were living (with Paul, Harold & Conradl named) 

• Paul Claussen Robinson, 6 Jul 1892 Cuyahoga Co. OH – 22 Aug 1951. Married 4 Nov 1920 in 
Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH to Florence H. Sinderman, daughter of August Sinderman & Marie 
Kappen. In the 1950 census, Paul & Florence live in East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. Buried 
in Highland Park Cemetery, Highland Hills, Cuyahoga OH. F: 94499562 
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• Conrad William Robinson, 16 Jul 1904 East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 6 Aug 1985 Sarasota 
FL. SSN 028-07-9649. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1914 Cleveland OH city directory 
Robinson 
John H., resident of 13240 Forest Hill Ave., East Cleveland 
Paul, clerk, resident of 13240 Forest Hill Ave., East Cleveland 
William H., decorator, resident of 13240 Forest Hill Ave., East Cleveland 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Friday 10 Aug 1917 p 10 – named in the 2nd Battery as a 2nd 
lieutenant in the Field Artillery was J. Harold Robinson of Cleveland OH.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Dayton [OH] Daily News" 11 Jan 1961 p 13 – photo – obituary lists him as J. Harold 
Robinson, age 66, resident of 574 Hathaway Rd., Dayton OH. Born Cleveland OH. Joined 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co. in Cleveland in 1921, then moved in 1946 to Dayton OH when 
promoted by the company. Lived in Dayton OH for 23 years. Retired 13 Jan 1960 as a traffic 
engineer. WWI veteran, member of American Legion. Graduate Case Institute of 
Technology. Also survived by wife Frieda. 
 
“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Wednesday 1 Mar 1961 p 26 – the estate of John Harold 
Robinson was appraised in probate court as $16,820.  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 104 Mildred St. 
William H. Robinson, 43 OH, Oct 1856, parents b. Ireland, married 11 years, decorating 
Helen A., 37 Germany, Feb 1863, parents b. Germany, married 11 years, emigrated 1871, in 
US for 23 years, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living [this is misread as zero children, zero 
living] 
Paul C., 7 OH, Jul 1892, father b. OH, mother b. Germany, at school 
John H., 5 OH, Dec 1894, father b. OH, mother b. Germany, at school 
& brother-in-law John H. Clausen, 40 NY, Mar 1860, parents b. Germany, single, laborer 
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1910 East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 100 Forest Hill Ave. 
William H. Robinson, 55 OH, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, house 
decorator 
Helen, 45 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1871, gave birth to 8 
children, 3 are living 
Paul, 17 OH 
Harold, 15 OH 
Conrad, 5 OH 
 
1920 East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 13408 Forest Hill 
William H. Robinson, 62 OH, parents b. Ireland, agent, rental 
Helen A., 55 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1871, naturalized 1850 (?) 
Paul C., 27 OH, single, engineer, industrial 
John H., 25 OH, single 
Conrad W., 15 OH 
 
1930 Perry, Franklin OH – 1926 Chatfield Rd. – conducted 14 Apr 1930 
J. Harold Robinson, 35 OH, father b. OH, mother b. Germany, age 29 at 1st marriage, 
electrical engineer, telephone, WWI veteran 
E. Freida, 29 IN, parents b. IN, age 23 at 1st marriage 
W. Keith, 4 years 6 months OH 
 
1940 Oakwood, Montgomery OH – in 1935 in Columbus, Franklin OH 
J. Harold Robinson, 45 OH, electric engineer, telephone utility 
Freida, 39 IN 
Keith, 14 OH 
Judith, 5 OH 
& servant Helen Wendell, 23 IN, single, in 1935 in rural Preble Co. OH 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 


