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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
Robertson, Oswald Sam 

1893 WA – 1947 WA 
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Obituary of Oswald Sam Robertson – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Friday 5 Sep 1947 p 8 
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WA, WWI service record – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 
 

 
WA death record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67YK-6D?i=2059 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67YK-6D?i=2059
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WA birth record 12 Nov 1893 – the first set of ditto marks indicate male, race: white - 1st 
column (Christian name) left blank - born 12 Nov 1893, at Lake Samamish, male, white, 

mother: May Day, age 25, her 4th child, she b. WI - father: Samuel Robertson, age 26, farmer 
& logger, b. IA – birth recorded on 1 Dec 1893 by W.E. Gibson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1902944:1209 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7T3-R73Z 

 
Life: 

 

 
“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Tuesday 20 Oct 1917 p 3 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7T3-R73Z
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Visited by his wife & mother Mae Erickson at camp – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 19 

Nov 1917 p 6 
 

 
Instead of reaching France, Oswald had been on the Tuscania for 5 days when this was 

published – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Tuesday 29 Jan 1918 p 6 
 
 

 
Excerpt from “saved” list of Tuscania – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 

Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Bellingham (WA) Herald” 18 Mar 1918 p 8 

 
 

 
“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 16 Feb 1942 p 10 
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“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Friday 6 Dec 1946 p 10 

 
Wife: 
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WA marriage record – 13 Jan 1917 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&
_phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 14 Jun 1917 p 3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&_phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&_phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&_phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource
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Divorce filed by Marie Zweckl Robertson on 7 Apr 1928 – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 

9 Apr 1928 p 8 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Obituary of Cleo Nadine Slettede Robertson Cole, wife of son Harold Jack Robertson – 

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday 3 Nov 2013 p A11 
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Alaska marriage record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/13750:61458 

 

 

 
Daughter Betty Jane Robertson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/367327849:1265?tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryId=0d3203a0a5d
813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13750:61458
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13750:61458
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/367327849:1265?tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryId=0d3203a0a5d813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/367327849:1265?tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryId=0d3203a0a5d813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/367327849:1265?tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryId=0d3203a0a5d813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource
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Oswald’s 3 children all served in the military in WWII – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday 

10 Sep 1944 p 7  
 

 
“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 12 Apr 1945 p 10 
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“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Tuesday 18 Dec 1945 p 5 
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Marriage of Betty Jayne Balam to Leonard James Russell on 1 Mar 1950 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904884098:2378 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904884098:2378
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Saturday 28 Jul 1984 p 10 
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Obituary of daughter Betty Jane Robertson (1924-2005) – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” 

Wednesday 6 Jul 2005 p 5 
 
 

 
Although her WA marriage record lists her surname as Balam, here Betty Jayne is a Raftery 

– “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday 5 Mar 1950 p 8 
 

 
Siblings Jimmie L. Robertson & his sister Betty Jane Robertson Raftery both apply for 

marriage licenses – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 20 Dec 1948 p 8 
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Obituary of son Jimmie Lane Robertson (1928-1978) – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” 

Wednesday 6 Sep 1978 p 16 
 

 
Birth of Jimmie Lane Robertson – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Saturday 11 Feb 1928 p 7 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Samuel Robertson – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 8 Jan 1945 p 9 

 

 
“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 8 Jan 1945 p 7 
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Marriage of father Samuel Jackson Robertson to widow Katherine Gyger on 19 Jul 1921 in 

Bellingham, Whatcom WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1938493:2378?tid=184385289&pid=352414523395&queryId=4cc82f378150

27cb181516b4f538a19b&_phsrc=hFB50179&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
The marriage had occurred in Jan 1921 – “Gyger” was the name of her 1st husband - 

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 16 Jun 1921 p 3 
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Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Lillie May Day Robertson Erickson – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday 

2 Dec 1945 p 18 
 

Stepfather – married to Oswald’s mother Lillie: 
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Accidental death of stepfather Oscar Erickson – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Friday 24 May 

1935 p 1 
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“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Saturday 25 May 1935 p 8 

 
Stepmother – married to Oswald’s father Samuel: 
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Obituary of Katherine Kuntz Gyger Robertson Keller – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” 

Wednesday 21 Oct 1942 p 12 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of Emma Van Houten? Sorensen? Robertson, wife of Oswald’s brother Dare 
Worth Robinson – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 13 Mar 1922 p 8 

 

 
Sister Evelyn Robertson Hallday Katchikas – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 2 Dec 

1937 p 11 
 

 
Obituary of sister Minnie May Robertson Brown (1891-1974) – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” 

Sunday 6 Oct 1974 p 31 
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Minnie May Robertson Brown (in center, print dress) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/184385289/person/352414523365/facts 
 
 
 
 

           
 
Name:  Oswald Sam Robertson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,400 
Entered service from:  Bellingham, Whatcom WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Oswald S. Robertson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Marie Robertson, 2106 Broadway St., Bellingham WA 
Returned from war on: "Antigone" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Oswald S. Robertson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. May Erickson, 2622 Elizabeth St., 
Bellingham WA (PFC, 16th Co., 20 Engrs)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Oswald Robertson - b. 12 Nov 1893 Issaquah WA; 
res: 2106 Broadway, Bellingham, Whatcom WA. Single. General labor, not employed. Has 
dependent mother. Claimed exemption from draft due to dependent mother. Tall in height, 
medium build. Registered late, on 7 Jun 1917, after the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Bellingham WA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Oswald Sam Robertson - b. 12 Nov 1893 King Co. 
WA; res: 2306 Henry, Bellingham WA. NOK Mrs. Marie Robertson, same address. 
Employed by Water Front Employers Assn. (longshoreman). “shot scar on left arm” Height: 
5’11” – 168 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  2 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  29 Mar 1919 
Address:  1841 Iron St., Bellingham WA 
Rank/unit:    private, Spec Bordeaux Cas Co 57 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  12 Nov 1893 Issaquah, King WA   
Died: 4 Sep 1947 Seattle, King WA  
Find A Grave record: 5979047 – presence on Tuscania indicated on text  
Burial location:  Ferndale, Whatcom WA 
Cemetery:  Woodlawn 
Tombstone: tombstone application: veteran flat: PFC, Co. D 4th Batt 20th Engineers PFC   
 
Father:  Samuel Jackson Robertson, 6 Jan 1865 IA – 8 Jan 1945 Bellingham, Whatcom WA. 
Son of Jackson Henry Robertson & Mary Elizabeth Chesron.  
Was divorced from Lillie May by the time of the census. 
Married Katherine Salome Kuntz Gyger in Jan 1921 in Whatcom Co. WA. She sued for 
divorce in Jun 1921 & asked for a reversion to her “maiden” [actually married] name of 
Gyger. 
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA. 
Find A Grave:  5979048 
 
Mother:  Lillie (Lily) May Day Robertson Erickson, 7 Apr 1868 Monroe Co. WI – 30 Nov 1945 
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. Daughter of Allen Day & Sarah Jane McGary. 
After her divorce from Samuel Robertson, Lillie married Oscar Erickson, who had been the 
family’s boarder in the 1910 census. They adopted a daughter, Hazel May Erickson. Oscar 
was crushed to death in an accident on the docks where he was employed as a   . 
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA. 
Find A Grave:  5972836 
Parents’ marriage:  1 Jul 1885 King Co. WA. Samuel J. Robertson was age 18, May Day was 
age 17. There was no impediment to the marriage “except the age of said parties.” A note is 
added on the side: “You will please issue a license for my son Samuel J. Robertson to 
marry May Day.” [signed] Jackson Robertson – X “his mark” 
 
Spouse:  Marie Zweckle Robertson, 6 Mar 1897 MI – 19 Jul 1977 Bellingham, Whatcom WA. 
Daughter of John Zweckl & Emma Elizabeth Pettinger. 
Buried with Oswald in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  135080181 
Marriage: 13 Jun 1917 Whatcom Co. WA. Marie filed for divorce on 7 Apr 1928 in 
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. But they are husband & wife in the 1930 & 1940 censuses. 
 
Stepfather: 2nd husband of his mother Lillie May 
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• Oscar Erickson, 20 Apr 1876 Stockholm, Sweden – 24 May 1935 Bellingham, Whatcom WA. 
He was a single boarder, living with Samuel & Lily & son Oswald in the 1910 Bellingham WA 
census. Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Bellingham, Whatcom WA. F: 5972839 

 
Stepmother: 2nd wife of his father Samuel Robertson 

• Katherine Salome Kuntz Gyger Robertson [reverted to Kyger] Keller, 22 Apr 1874 OH – 21 
Oct 1942 Whatcom Co. WA. Daughter of Andrew Kuntz & Katherine Yung. – In the 1910 
census, Katherine Kuntz lived with her parents in Anderson, Hamilton OH. - Katherine Kuntz 
married Gottfried Gyger, 30 Nov 1864 Switzerland – 2 May 1915 WA, F: 5920262, the son of 
David Gyger & Catherine Leuthold.  Over the course of time, his name morphed into Gotfred 
Gyer. Gottfried had married in 1887 to Matilda Morganthaler (1861-1909).  Katherine Kuntz, 
age 37, was married 10 Jun 1911 in Hamilton Co. OH to Gottfried Gyger, b. Switzerland, a 
farmer, resident of Bellingham, Whatcom WA, a widower. - Katherine Gyger married Jan 
1921 to Samuel Robertson; asked for a divorce in Jun 1921. – Katherine Gyger & Albert 
Keller, both of legal age, applied for a marriage license on 10 May 1932 in Bellingham, 
Whatcom WA (“Bellingham Herald” Tuesday 10 May 1932 p 10). They were married that 
same day in Whatcom Co. WA. - Cremated; location of ashes unknown. F: 155998402 

 
Children: 

• Harold James (“Bob”) Robertson, 19 Apr 1921 Bellingham, Whatcom WA – 26 Nov 2004 
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. SSN 531-14-7201. Married Cleo Nadine Slettede (1925-2013) on 
28 Jul 1944 in Ketchikan, Alaska. They divorced 31 Jul 1980 in Snohomish Co. WA. There 
were 5 children involved in the divorce, which was filed by Cleo. She later married a Cole. 
Not on Find A Grave as of 15 Sep 2022. 

• Betty Jane Robertson Tollefsen/Tollefson Raftery Balam Russell Tollefson, 11 Mar 1924 
Bellingham, Whatcom WA – 3 Jul 2005 Whatcom Co. WA. Graduate of Bellingham (WA) 
High School 1942. Worked at Boeing after graduation as one of its 1st female aircraft 
mechanics. Joined the US Navy on 2 Nov 1944 & was stationed in the Hydrographic Office in 
Suitland MD, serving as a seaman 1st class draftsman. – She married a Tollefsen/Tollefson 
sometime between an Apr 1945 newspaper article calling her Robertson & a Dec 1945 
article indicating her surname was Tollefsen. [Social Security records this surname as of 12 
Oct 1982.]-  Social Security reported a surname change to Raftery in Sep 1950. – She then 
married Earl F. Balam. He was the son of Henry J. Balam & Adeline Lott Balam Fritz. - Her 
marriage license reported her surname was Balam but the newspaper account of her 
marriage called her Raftery when she married Leonard James (“Guff”) Robertson, 1924 WA 
– 2004 WA, F: 37591925. Betty Russell is buried in Enterprise Cemetery, Ferndale, 
Whatcom WA. F: 37592009 

• Jimmie Lane Robertson, 3 Feb 1928 Bellingham, Whatcom WA – 2 Sep 1978 Snohomish Co. 
WA. – Married Jane Alberta Turner on 20 Dec 1948 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA. She was 
age 23, a truck driver and he was 22, a telephone operator [considering it’s 1948, might 
these two occupations have been transposed?] Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5956270:2378 - Married Sally Jane 
Frost (1937-2010) on 11 Jun 1955 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA. They divorced Apr 1971 in 
Humboldt Co. CA. – Was survived by wife Evelyne. Was her surname Martin? -  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5956270:2378
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Siblings: Oswald was the youngest of 4 surviving children. His mother reported giving birth 
to 4 children, with 4 living, in the 1900 census. Named were Dare, Eva & Minnie. In 1910, 
she reported giving birth to 9 children, 4 of whom were living. 

• Dare Worth Robertson, 14 Jun 1886 WA – 20 Dec 1952 Bellingham, Whatcom WA. – On 17 
Feb 1912 in Seattle, King WA, Dare married Emma Sorensen/Van Houten (1886-1922, F: 
7823738). Married 11 Jun 1926 in Mount Vernon, Skagit WA to Bertha B. Smith. It was her 1st 
marriage & his 2nd. Dare was a truck driver & Bertha, age 20, a telephone operator, b. 
Greenville PA, daughter of Franklin Smith & Nancy Rilley.. Dare’s burial location is 
unknown. F: 158247286 

• Evelyn E. (Eva) Robertson Halladay Katchikas, 30 Nov 1889 WA [Nov 1888 in the 1900 
census] – 16 Apr 1943 Seattle, King WA. SSN 532-16-9837.  – Evelyn Robertson married 
Claude Raymond Halladay, 20 Dec 1885 Oberlin, Decatur KS – 27 Jan 1950 Reedsport, 
Douglas OR, F: 197722780. They obtained a marriage license & married on 15 Apr 1907 in 
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. He was age 21, b. Oberlin KS, a shingle sawyer, son of Henry W. 
Halladay & Josephine Creighton. Eva was age 17, b. King Co. WA, resident of Bellingham 
WA, daughter of Samuel J. Robertson & May Day.  - Evelyn Halladay married Gust Katchikus 
[sic] on 27 Dec 1923 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA. Gust George Ketchikas was born 21 May 
1891 in Greece & died 2 Mar 1938 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA, F: 5973982. – Evelyn is 
buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA. F: 5973981 

• Minnie May Robertson Smith Brown, 7 Jun 1891 Issaquah, King WA [Nov 1893 in the 1900 
census) – 2 Oct 1974 Whatcom Co. WA. – Married on 25 Jan 1910 in Bellingham, Whatcom 
WA to Claud R. Smith (1885-1952). -  Wife of Walter E. Brown (1891-1986, F: 131344298). 
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA. F: 131344280 

 
Stepsibling: 

 
• Hazel May Erickson --- Smith Sawyer, reverted to Smith, 13 Nov 1919 Bellingham, Whatcom 

WA – 4 Feb 2002 Skagit Co. WA. SSN 535-22-9386. Listed as the adopted daughter of Oscar 
Erickson & his wife Lillie May Day Robertson Erickson in the 1930 Marietta, Whatcom WA 
census. Her WA death record says her father’s surname was Slusher & her mother’s Davis. 
Hazel is listed as a sister in the obituaries of Oswald’s siblings. – Hazel May Erickson 
married 18 Mar 1945 to James Clarence Smith, having obtained a license on 17 Mar 1945. 
They were both age 25. He resided at State St., Bellingham WA & she resided at 2628 James 
St. Their witnesses were Alvin & Katherine Patch. Each said it was their 2nd marriage. James 
was a seaman. - On 27 Jun 1946 in Sedro-Woolley, Skagit WA, Hazel May Erickson, age 26, 
resident of Bellingham WA, married Walter R. Sawyer, the son of Walter L. Sawyer & Esther 
Ralph. It was the 2nd marriage for both [she claimed]. Hazel, age 26, was born in & was a 
resident of Bellingham WA & was an elevator operator. She was a listed as the daughter of 
Oscar Erickson & Lily May Day. Walter was a resident of Mount Vernon WA, had been born 
in Milwaukee WI & was a clerk. Her witnesses were the same Alvin & Katherine Patch as for 
her marriage the previous year to James Smith. - On the lines immediately above the 
marriage record of Robertson/Sawyer is the marriage of James C. Smith, 26, b. South River 
NJ, resident of Belllingham WA on 20 Jun 1946 [a few days earlier] to Ruth E. Hayes Houser. 
He was a seaman. Both said it was their 2nd marriage. – James Clarence Smith was born 
1920 NJ & died 2006 WA. He was the son of James Peterson Smith & Jeanette B. (Nettie) 
Stone. - In Oct 1974 Hazel is listed as Smith. 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 533-07-1826 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Union, King WA – logging camp 
S.J. Robertson, 33 IA, Jan 1867, father b. MO, mother b. IA, married 14 years, woodsman 
May, 31 WA, Apr 1869, father b. KY, mother b. OH, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Dare W., 13 WA, Jun 1886, at school 
Eva E., 11 WA, Nov 1888, at school 
Minnie, 8 WA, Jun 1891, at school 
Oswald, 6 WA, Nov 1893, at school 
 
1910 Bellingham, Whatcom WA – 1112 Maple St. 
Samuel J. Robertson, 47 IL, parents b. IL, in 1st marriage, married 25 years, logger, mill 
camp 
Lily B., 37 IN, parents b. IN, gave birth to 9 children, 4 are living 
Oswald S., 16 WA, box [unintelligible], saw mill 
& boarder Oscar Erickson, 36 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, bartender, saloon 
 
1920 Bellingham, Whatcom WA – 1204 “J” St., Apt. 115 
Oswald Robertson, 27 WA, parents b. US, longshoreman, on docks 
Marie, 22 MI, father b. Germany, mother b. Canada 
 
1920 Bellingham, Whatcom WA – Cedar St. - his father 
Samuel J. Robertson, 50 IA, farm manager, lodger with Samuel M. & Olive M. Bruce 
 
1930 Ferndale, Whatcom WA – Smith Rd. – conducted 2 Apr 1930 – Marie had, however, 
filed for divorce in Apr 1928 
Oswald Robertson, 37 WA, parents b. WA, age 24 at 1st marriage, longshoreman, shipping, 
WWI veteran 
Marie, 34 MI, father b. Germany, mother b. Canada, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Harold J., 8 WA 
Jimmie L., 6 WA 
Betty J., 2 years, 4 months WA 
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[This census apparently reversed the names of Betty & Jimmie, as she is older than he was] 
 
1930 Marietta, Whatcom WA – 2909 Cottonwood - mother, stepfather, stepsibling 
Oscar Erickson, 59 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, age 35 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1900, 
naturalized, laborer 
May L., 58 WI, father b. KY, mother b. OH, age 14 at 1st marriage 
Hazel M., 10 WA, parents’ birthplaces unknown/US [adopted daughter] 
 
1930 Maple Falls, Whatcom WA – father 
Samuel J. Robertson, 61 IA, married, father b. MO, mother b. OH, farmer, farm [but no wife 
listed] 
 
 
1940 Bellingham, Whatcom WA – 2720 Patton – same place in 1935 
Oswald Robertson, 45 WA, longshoreman, stevedore company 
Marie, 43 MI 
Harold, 19 WA 
Betty, 16 WA 
Jimmie, 12 WA 
 
1950 Oswald is deceased 
 
 
 


