DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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Robertson, Oswald Sam
1893 WA -1947 WA
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Oswald Robertson, |
World War | Vet, Dies '

{ Veteran of World War I and a |
| member of the Willlam Matthews |
post of the Veterans of Forelgn
Wars, Oswaldt Sam Robertson, 53
of 2306 Henry street, passed away
| Thursday In a Seattle hospital. He
had been s Ife long resident of |
Bellingham. |
He is survived by his wife, Marie;
lone daughter, Mrs. Betty Jane Raf-
try, of Bellingham; two sons, Har-
old Jack, of Ketchikan, Alaska,
and Jimmy Lane, in the U, S, navy;
four grandchildren, one sister, Mrs
Minnie Brown, and one brother,
| Dare Robertson, both of Belling-
' ham.
Rev. Ivan B. Bell will conduct the
| funeral service Saturday at 3 p. m. |
in the Harlow-Hollingsworth fu-|
| neral home, interment following in |
| the Woodlawn cemetery.

Obituary of Oswald Sam Robertson - “lefingham (WA) Herald” Friday 5 Sep 1947 p 8

: 1%
Robertgson Oswald S 250,450 White
(Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial number) (Race: White or colored)
Residence:...._ 2106 Broadway St ~ Bellingham WASHINGTON
i (Street and house number) (Town or eity) (County) (State)
* Enlisted in NA at Ft Lawton Wash on Nov 2/17 _
tBorn in King Co Wash 23 11/12 yrs _
Organizations: s -
20 BEngrs 16 Co to disch
Grades: Pvt 1 cl---; — —
Engagements: _ o
Wounds or other injuries received in action: None. —
1 Served overseas: Jan 23/18 to Mch §4/19 _
§ Hon. disch. - Mch 2‘3/ 19 on demobilization _
Wasreported 0 per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.
Remarks: :

Form No. T24-1%, A. G. 0. *InsertR. A, “N, G.”, “E.R.C.”, “N A.”, ascase may be, followed by place and
March 12, 1920. date of enlistment. 1 Give place of birth and date of hirth, or age at enlistment.
3—7688 1 Give dates of departure from and arrival in the United States. § Give date.
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67YK-6D?i=2059
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WA birth record 12 Nov 1893 —the first set of d|tto marks |nd|cate male, race: white - 1%
column (Christian name) left blank - born 12 Nov 18983, at Lake Samamish, male, white,
mother: May Day, age 25, her 4" child, she b. WI - father: Samuel Robertson, age 26, farmer
& logger, b. IA-birth recorded on 1 Dec 1893 by W.E. Gibson -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1902944:1209

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7T3-R73Z

Life:

The following men have enlisteq at
the local army recrulting station and
huve left for headquarters: kFdgar M,
Johnson, aviution corps; lLaue A, Slevl
and Clarence 1., Hoyt, quartermaster's
corps; Oswald 8. Robertson and Harold
‘I Shirk, Twentleth engineers,

0

“Bellmgham (WA) Herald” Tuesday 200c¢t1917p 3



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7T3-R73Z

| Mrs, Mae Frickson and Mrs, Oswald |

{ Bobertson huve returned from Scatth
| Whete they have been visiting with Mr. |
wbertson, who lefr Saturday with the |

.
Fwentieth engineers for Wasisiington, |

Visited by his wife & mother Mae Erickson at camp — “Bellingham (WA)‘ Herald” Monday 19
Nov1917p 6

Mrs, M. Erickson, 2100 Eroadway, has
4! teceived word that her son, Oswald |
Robertson, has reached France, He leftl

| “washington, D. (., with the 'l‘wvntlethi

» | CNZineers,
al |

Instead of reachiﬁg France, Oswald had been on the Tuscania for 5 days when this was
published - “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Tuesday 29 Jan 1918 p 6

WASHINGTON AND
IDAHO MEN SAVED

brother, E424 Indiana svenue, Spokane,

George F. Rauh:; Mrs. P, J. Rauh,|
mother. 3118 North Seventeenth, Ta-|
coOMma.,

Laurence N. Riley: Mrs, Jennle E
Riley, mother, 34083 Wesl M.\ty-:u-cnnd‘
street, Seattl

Russoel! R. Rock: . A, Rock, father, |
Couger,

Oswald 8 Robertson: Marie Robert. |
son, wife, 2106 Brondway Bellingham

James B. Roblson, Elizabeth Bullock, |
sister, Ilwaco,

- . - . Mabhiaan I

-

Excerpt from “saved” list of Tusca nia - “S.bo‘k'ane (WA) Sbbkesman-RevieW” Monday 11
Feb 1918 p 2
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Oswild 8, Robertson, of this ¢ity, who|
| wias 0 member of the Twentieth engi-] !
:z"q'rzw and who was on the troop sinp"
| Tuscanic when it wus torpedoed and!
| sunk off the coast of Ireland recently,
| has written a letter to his wife de-
| ecribing his experiences. One of tha|,
| features of his letter is the simple state-| |
; ment that after the ship was struck he
| ot his dife belt and his overcoat umll
a “good smoke.” His letter|s
part follows | .

.

———. A —
-

-
-
>

-

-

[ will try 10 give you a few details|
| ¢ e Tuscania, We were just going to
| supper, at abou! 40 o'clock, when we
| were struck, It was pretty dark, I was
{ s.tting on a bench waiting for the supe-
L per call, The lights went out sudden-
v and the bunch shoved me past my!
|I‘f~ belt, upstairs and out on deck. I}
went to my hoat, which went to the bad, |
Iga I got a life belt and a big overcout,
{ came back and it o cigarette and had a
good smoke. The boys in my bunk were |
pretty steady, Onv one lost his head|
ard jumped into a boat that was nearly
te the water, His head is hurt but 1}
aon't know whether he was hurt then

or later, hut he i= in the hospital now.




ML Ly WS I AT AN A llUElJl\“C PR S A
| Taken Off By Destroyer,
' USome of the Loats drifted about for
| tWOo or four hours until they were plcke
"-' up by the destrovers or small boats,
| *fren a de SLroyel cams up on our port
Pswde and took off o large number of
| men. One of our officers came back
tand got some men, but before we got
Cback the destrover was gone, Then we
"tried to get a life hoat off for our bunch, !
 but they hung on and we had to leave
1t Another destroyer came up soon af-
 terward on the other side and took oft
the rest of us,

“Thut s ubout all. I was taken off
at about S o'ciock. There is lots I won't
y suy anything about because it would
tike a weell to write it ail. Just when
we were hit the lights went out and
thut caused o little excitement, but the
lights soon came on again. The ship
was not whelly sunk until about 10
o'cloell the next dav.

“Some of the boyvs are sure in a bad'
way but taking it all in all, we were

pretty lucky."

—— -

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” 18 Mar 1918 p 8

Bellingham Stamp club will meet
Tuesday at 8 p. m. at the home of
Oswald Robertson, 2306 Henry
street.

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 16 Feb 1942 p 10




Past Officers
Honored by V.F.W.

Twelve of the seventeen living
past commanders of Willlam
Matthews post No, 1585, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, were present for the,
special program given In their
honor by the auxiliary at the meet-
ing Thursday night.

Those present were James N,
Johnston, who served in 1932-
33, William 1. Carter, Erwin H.
Sly, Clifford Curr, Willlam J.
Brown, Willlam 1. Stone, Wal-
ter H. Fay, Dr. Warren 8.
Moore, Philip Rogers, Dave
l’nrul‘l. George Hipkoe and Or-
land Ivarson who completed his
term last April. Boone Hardin,
present commander, was also
honored.

Songs dedicated to each past
commander, interspersed with acts,
made up the program under the
direction of Mrs. Florence Paulson,
president of the auxiliary, whose
members and their children took

TO HOLD PARTY

The annual Christmas party of
post and auxiliary will be held at
the Eagles hall on Sunday evening,
December 22, it was announced by
Chairman H. A. Paulson. There
will be a program with Santa Claus
and a Christmas tree with gifts.
He urged all members to bring their
children.

The post is nearing its goal of
1.000 members by the end of the
year, reported Lauren Mehl, chair-
man. He reported 984 to date, leav-
ing only sixteen to go. Twenty-four
new members joined Thursday
night. They were:

Elmer A. Solvang, Cillford W.
Farquharson, Willlam L. Brown,
Walter E. Shephard, Harold L.
Woolf, Felix Sisk, Ervin E. Dyrland,
John T. McCartin, Ralph R. Kuhns,
Gerald B. Autry, Roy W. Carlson,
Lyle E. Kuhns, Thorne G. Hubbell,
Oswald 8. Robertson, Harold G.
Pederson, Robert C. Lee, Jack M.
Bauman, Jack H. Hardin, Allen F.
Knight Jr., Raymond R. Halladay,
Arthur . Pattison, Romain F.
Adams, Robert D. Stone and David
G. De Neul.

LT

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Friday 6 Dec 1946 p 10

Wife:




PLACE OF MARRIAGE WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
S BUREAU MAT’STICS 3
CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE
TOWE OF s s veinasio s nr e s _
Cit;'"ol _____________________________ License No. \3..33/-

GROOM PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS GRIDE

ZE g ; _Lm Residence QM“A é
Agnum 2 3

.......... Tl -

colarot Color or m -
Race
Sin) Single,, .
ng'mcd Widowed
or Nivorced _or Divoresd et —
'y\ S

Number of Nuamber of

Marriage Marriage e A

Birthplace Birthplace X
M Caunhy) M@ Countey)
O) @ Lf Occupation

m:: ull & OQ/W s ereofll,

Birth Rirthplace/ |
of Father of Father
|| Maiden Maiden —

Name of Name of
Mother xg"“? Mother B e P
PR /4 T

er o er

(Anle or Caun(rv) L e

B e e S PP

We, the groom ed in this ceryficate. hereby ceetify that the information given therein is correct, to the best of our Jedge and bellel,
5{ _Groom \ON\AOYAR . C\ NN e s e 5 Bride

CERTIFICATE OF PERSON P nrowsﬁthonv
mnksg‘:iann.mu FehRoein ... ind
__________________ Gttt were |oined in Marriage by me

in accordance with the laws of the Sme of Washmgmn at__ 2/.0 6 —~ Wm%ﬁ.—.
| w4
i this. ; _.dayof_ T S e ,1912..

Signature of S of

| g {%W-- B
I Marriage the ceremony ._.".___.____

R e e Officlll Suﬁon,_.CW M
l FILED /.

191 Countv Auditer. Residence L2/~ '9.

WA marriage record — 13 Jan 1917 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryld=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&
phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource

Oswald Robertson, 23, and Marle
Zwiekl, 20, both of Bellingham, secured
& marriage license this morning.

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 14 Jun 1917 p 3


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&_phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&_phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1982755:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c0a3686a6b54be144e948d9c4d6fd5d&_phsrc=hFB50139&_phstart=successSource
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Custody of three children and
reasonable alimony is asked by
Marie Robertson in a suit for di-
vorce from Oswald 8. Robertson.
filed in superior court Saturday. The
complaint charges cruelty and as-
serts that the couple married here
June 13, 1917.

Divorce filed by Marie Zweckl Robertson on 7 Apr 1928 - “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday
9Apr1928p8

Children:
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Cleo Nadine Cole
7/31/1925 - 10/27/2013

Cleo Nadine (Robert-
son) Cole was born July
31, 1925 in Fergus Falls,
Minnesota to parents
James and Verdette Slet-
tede.  She pcaccfull}r

assed on October 27,

013 at her home in Ev-
erett, Washington.

Cleo attended and
graduated from Broad-
way High School in Seat-
tle, Washington.  She
later  married  Harold
"Bob" Robertson, their
marriage provided for 5
children ~ which  Cleo
stayed home to raise,
Later met and married
Fred Cole, they were
bappily married  until
Fred's passing. Cleo en-
Loyed making quilts with
er family and friends.
She was skilled in Nor-
wegian Hardanger, and
enjoyed the Wednesda
Group at Normana Hall.
Cleo is survived hy her
five  children, ?’).wld
(Camille) Robertson of
Custer, Kari (Ed) Richard-
son of Rainier, Jani
Adderley of Bellingham,
Cathie (Jerry) Erickson of
Everett, and Mary Jor-
ensen  (address  un-
nown); she s also sur-
vived by 13 grandchil-
dren and 20 great and-
children; and her Iriends
Angie Gomez and Shirley
Tucker, At Cleo's re-
quest, no services will be
held. The family asks for
you to make a donation
to Providence Hospice of
Snohomish County, 2371

LR R S

-

Wetmore, Everett, WA
98201, or the Assistance
League of Everett, 5107
Evergreen Way, Everett,
WA 98203. Cleo will be
laid to rest at Greenacres
Memorial Park and Fu-
neral Home in Ferndale,
Washington.

Obituary of Cleo Nac]iﬁé Slettede Robertson Cole, wife of son Harold Jack Robertson -
“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday 3 Nov 2013 p A11
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Alaska marriage record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/13750:61458

BETTY JANE ROBERTSON — Girl Reserves, Stamp
Club, Secretary; What-A-Sho.

Daughter Betty Jane Robertson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/367327849:12657tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryld=0d3203a0a5d

813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13750:61458
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13750:61458
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/367327849:1265?tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryId=0d3203a0a5d813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/367327849:1265?tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryId=0d3203a0a5d813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/367327849:1265?tid=87610045&pid=112105730690&queryId=0d3203a0a5d813676f656aff666548a7&_phsrc=hFB50145&_phstart=successSource
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|
| WAR EFFORT-—Helping to muke
| planes was not sufficient for Miss
Betty Jane Robertson who has two
brothers in service and wants to see |
them come home. She enlisted in
the WAVES to speed the war effort,
Dayghter of Mr. and Mrs, O, 8, Rob.
ertson, Henry street, Miss Robert
son is a 1942 graduate of Bellingham
high school and has been working
at Boeing's here. She enlisted
through Chief Willlam J. Kalgler
and is walting assignment to Hunter
college in New York for navy train.
ing.

ﬂ:t brothers are Harold, in the const |
guard in Alaska, and Jimmy, in the |
navy.

Oswald’s 3 children all served in the military in WWII - “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday
10Sep 1944 p 7

Betty Jane Robertson, seaman 2/¢
of the WAVES, who Is stationed at
the hydrographic office of the U, 8.
navy in Washington, D. C,, Is visit-
ing her parents, Mr .and Mrs. O, S,
Robertson, 2306 Henry street. She
is to leave Saturday to report back
to her station.

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 12 Apr 1945 p 10
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Marriage of Betty Jayne Balam to Leonard James Russell on 1 Mar 1950 -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904884098:2378



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904884098:2378

17

..m um mw.a Mm_m

m mm
e ummm mmm ﬁu

]

“Longview (WA) Daily News” Saturday 28 Jul 1984 p 10
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Betty Jane Russell
Betty Jane Russell passed
away on Sunday, July 3, 2005
at the age of 81. Betty Jane
was born March 11, 1924 10
Oswald and Marie (Zweckl)
Robertson in  Bellingham,
Washington.
Betty Jane joined the Navy on
November 2, 1944, She was
stationed in the
Hydrographic
Offices in
Suitland,
Maryland,
Betty Jane was
extremely
- VA proud of her
WWII military service. She
was a Seaman First Class
Draftsman.
Betty Jane was a member of
the American Legion, Kulshan
Post 154, serving as Post
Commander and Chaplin.
She was the Chaplin of the
2nd District for the American
Legion and was an active
member of the Allied Veterans
Council, serving as its presi-
dent. Betty Jane was also
active in, and was supportive
of the Veteran’s Museum in
Pioneer Park, She was a part
of several other organizations
as  well, including 4-H,
November Club, Evergreen
Quilters, and  Quilters
Anonymous. Betty Jane was
very proud of her work with
the Soldiers and Sailors Relief
Fund and she continued to

have luncheons with the
Bellingham Bay Waves.
Betty Jane graduated from
Bellingham High School in
1942,
Before entering the service,
Betty Jane worked at Boeing
in Seattle as one of the com-
pany’s first female aircraft
mechanics. She had an early
interest in all kinds of aircraft
and took flying lessons at the
Bellingham  Airport.  Betty
Jane proudly displayed the
broken propeller of a small
aircraft that she crash-landed.
Betty Jane is survived by her
son, Jim and Darlene Russell;
daughters Roxi Dykers, Julie
Hagin, and Becky and Keith
Sorensen;  grandchildren,
Dawn Schelinski, Lynn and
Michael Read, Zeb Hagin,
Joshua and Kristen Hagin,
Jason and Kristy Russell,
Cecelia and Catie Sorensen,
and Richard, Tanya and
Lindsey Dykers; great- grand-
children, Amanda, Jamie Sue
and Tanya Schelinski, Nevan
Read and Landon Russell;
and numerous nieces and
. She was preceded
in death by her husband of 54
years, Guff Russell.
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In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made, in Betty Jane’s
name to the American Cancer
Society; P.O. Box 2447,
Bellingham, WA
98227-2447.
Graveside Services are sched-
uled for Thursday, July 7,
2005 at 10:00 AM at
Enterprise Cemetery.
You may share your thoughts
and memories of Betty Jane in
the on-line memorial guest
book at
www.ferndalemoles.com.
Ferndale | Moles Funeral
Home & Cremation Service

Obituary of daughter Betty Jane Robertson (1924-2005) — “Bellingham (WA) Herald”
Wednesday 6 Jul 2005 p 5
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MARRY IN MOUNT VERNON
The marriage of Betty Jane Raf-
tery, daughter of Mrs. Marie Rob-
ertson, 2306 Henry street, to Leonard
J. Russell, son of Mr. and Mrs.

March 1, in Mount Vernon. hlr
and Mrs. Don Wager were the at-
tend:nts.

The young couple will be at home
after March 15 at 1214 Ft. Belling-
ham road. d

Although her WA marriage record lists her surname as Balam, here Betty Jayne is a Raftery
- “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday 5 Mar 1950 p 8

Marriage license applications were
made Monday by Jim L. Robertson,
23, and Jane Alberta Turner, 22, both
of Laguna Beach, Calif., and Earl
F. Balam, 27, 1214 Fort Bellingham
road, and Betty Jane Raftery, 24,
2306 Henry street,

Siblings Jimmie L. Robertson & his sister Betty Jane Robertson Raftery both apply for
marriage licenses — “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 20 Dec 1948 p 8



ROBERTSON — Jimmie L.,
age 50 of Marysville died Sept.
2, 1978 in a Everett hospital.
Born Feb. 3, 1928 in Bellingham.
Has been a truck driver for
many years. Most recently he
managed Smokey Point R.V.
Park in Marysville. Leaves his
wife Evelyne at home, 3
daughters, Scherrie Snow, Tam-
mie Robertson, both of Boise, &
Karryon Robertson of Orifino,
Idaho. A brother Harold
Everett, sister Mrs. Betty Jane
Russell of Bellingham, 2 gra
children, Rebecca & J.J. Sno
of Boise. Graveside servi
were held 11 AM Tues. at T
Marysville Cemetery. Famil
suggests memorials to
Cancer Fund. Arrangements b
Schaefer-Shipman Funera
Home of Marysville.

Obituary of son Jimmie Lane Robertson (1928-1978) — “Bellingham (WA) Herald”
Wednesday 6 Sep 1978 p 16

Mr, and Mrs, Oswald Robertson,
of North Bellingham, are being con-
gartulated on the birth of a son, Fri-
day, February 3. %

Vol e

Birth of Jimmie Lane Robertson — “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Saturday 11 Feb 1928 p 7

Father:
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DEATHS 130

ROBERTSON—Samuel Robertson, age M
years, 1508 E. Victor, passed away al a
local hospital. Monday, January 8. fol-
lowing a lingering illness, Mr. Robert-
son had been a resident of Bellingham
for the past 45 years and leaves to sur-
vive, one daughter, Mrs. Minnie Brown,

| Route 2. Bellingham: two sons, Oswald
and Dare Robertson, both of Belling-
ham: one sister, Mrs. Delillah Grendall,
of Seattle; two brothers. Leonard and
Jack Robertson, of Bellingham: a half-
brother, Prank Foster, and (wo half-
sisters. Mrs. Flora Wisby and Mrs. W.
R. Lind, all of Bellingham: nine grand-
children and five great-grandchiidren; "
also numerous other relatives. The re-
mains are resting at the Bingham-Dahl- | ¢
quist Funeral Home. ¢

Obituary of father Samuel Robertson - “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 8 Jan 1945 p 9
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Samuel Robertson,
Aged 77, Summoned

Samuel Robertson, aged 77 years
of 1509 East Victor street, died
Monday following a lingering 1ll-
ness. He had been a resident here
forty-five years.

Surviving are a daughter, Mrs.
Minnie Brown, route 2, city; two
sons, Oswald and Dare Robertson,
both of Bellingham; a sister, Mrs,
Delilah Grendall, of Seattle;
half-brothers, Leonard and Jack
Robertson, and Frank Foster, of
this city; nine grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren. L

Funeral announcements will be
made by Bingham-Dahlquist,

. .-

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 8 Jan 1945 p 7
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—SERVED FOR BINDING

MARGIN RES

Write Plainly With Unfadir

ng Ink--This is & Permanent Record.

PLACE OF MARRIAGE

— WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE

e 4.9,

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS BRIDE

ruumz- rﬁé ;I. %E g ; f—

Residence

Age at last : .
e JOAPS Birthday a P e - -years

Age at lngt
aﬁl.‘l’

| Color or- ~ ¥ v Color or . .
R T Nl S gt Wl Y

Siogle B Single b
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Marriage # Marriage
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_ﬂlrl'\pllﬂ of d . © Mfthpince
Fatber of Father

maia + 7 =i T
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Name of n:::ol f t % . \/
Morher - / &
Birthplace of Rirthpla
Mun’r of Momer
J State or ot
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IH BY y IFYL Thnt.

Nt

SianaTunt or
WITHESSTS TOTHE
ManmiAsE

Signaruneor
PERION PERFOANING
THE CERENOXY

Residence _ J Wt AT 2 4 P~ bt o

Marriage of father Samuel Jackson Robertson to widow Katherine Gyger on 19 Jul 1921 in
Bellingham, Whatcom WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1938493:23787tid=184385289&pid=352414523395&queryld=4cc82f378150
27cb181516b4f538a19b&_phsrc=hFB50179&_phstart=successSource

- w

}\nhnrmo S. Robertson versus bd.ﬂl-t
uel J. Robertson: married in Bellingham |
in January, 1920. Non-support is al-
leged. She asks for her maider name
of Gyger. ; ‘

-— -

The marriage had occurred in Jan 1921 - “Gyger” was the name of her 1" husband -

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 16 Jun 1921 p 3
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Mother:

Mrs. Lillie Erickson !
Funeral to Be Monday
r

Funeral services will be held Mon-
day at 1:30 p. m. in the Bingham-
Dahlquist funeral home for Mrs.
Lillie May Erickson, 77, who passed
away Friday evening in a local hos-
pital after a lingering iliness. Rev.
W. Carl Calhoun will officiate and
interment will be in the Woodlawn
cemetery.

A resident of Bellingham for
_ | forty-two years, Mrs. Erickson lived
at 2628 James street. She was a
member of the First Congregational |
church and the World War Mothers

club.

Two daughters and two sons sur-
vive, Miss Hazel May Erickson and
Mrs. Minnie Brown, of Bellingham,
Dare Robertson, of Lummi island,
and Oswald Robertson, Seattle; also
ten grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Serving as casketbearers will be
James Short, Hjalmer Sorenson, Al
Patch, Elmo Ford, John Anderson

and Ira Reeves.

~ A el

Obituary of mother Lillie May Day Robertson Erickson — “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Sunday
2Dec1945p 18

Stepfather — married to Oswald’s mother Lillie:
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STEDIRE KILLED
 INAGBENT I
AT 00

dental. The body was removed to
wnmgm-mmmun funeral
e
Mr. Erickson had lived in Bel-
ham -five years. He Is
survived widow, Mrs Mary
Erickson, Cottonwood avenue;
1Y | two stepsons, Dare Robertson and
‘e- | Oswald Robertson; two daughters,
He | Mrs. Minnie Brown, Ferndale, and
;’l’, (Please Turn %0 Page 12, Column 6)
1

aliva M O%d o N Amacro =32

= DS

B . e

e
>

‘\

a daughter in Everett.

Tl
| aboar

' Monday G. Jensen, longshoreman,

broke

tween piles.

Acmdental death of stepfather Oscar Erickson —

1935p 1

] y ‘
STEVEDORE KILLED 1IN k
ACCIDENT AT DOCK

___(From Page 1)

£ was the second accident
d the Beljeanne this week.

a leg when he slipped be-

L —
“Belllngham (WA) Herald” Friday 24 May
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ERICKSON—Funeral services for Oscar‘
Erickson, aged 59 years, beloved husband ‘I
of Mrs. May Erickson, 2909 Cottonwoodl
Avenue, who passed away Friday, Mav"
24, will be held from the Bingham-
Dahlquist Funeral Home, 210 Prospect,
Monday afternoon, May 27, at 2 o'clock, ]
with Rev, James M. Wilson, pastor of the
St. James Presbyterlan Church, offi-
clating, with the Fraternal Order of
Eagles Aerie No, 31, glving their ritual-
istic service, and interment will be made
in the family plot in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery. Mr. Erickson had been a resident
of Bellingham for the past thirty-five
years and was a member of the local
order of Eagles, He leaves to survive |
him, his widow and two sons, Dare
Robertson and Oswald Robertson, of this!,
city; three daughters, Mrs. Minnie |
Brown, of Ferndale: Mrs, Evelyn Katchi-
kas, of Everett; Miss Hazel May Erick-
son, at the family home; one brother
and one sister, in Sweden: ten grand-
children and two great-grandchildren,

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Saturday 25 May 1935 p 8

Stepmother — married to Oswald’s father Samuel:
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Katherine Keller,
Rural Resident, Dies

A resident here twenty -eight
vears, Mrs. Katherine Keller, aged
68 years, passed away at her home

-

was a member of the Psychic Re-
search Society and the Whatcom
County Dariymen’s association.
Surviving are the husband, Albert,
and a niece, Alma Bartels, of New-
town, Ohio. Funeral arrangements
are being made by Harlow-Hol-

|
!

1at route 3, city, Wednesday. She |

|
x

' lingsworth.

-

Wednesday 21 Oct 1942 p 12

Siblings:

EMMA ROBERTSON
GETS LAST CALL

At the age of 35 vears Mrs. Emma
B. Robertson, for eight years a Belling-
ham resident, died at the family home,
2032 Lincoln street, this morning, after
soeveral days’' iliness. The survivors are
the husband, Dare Robertson; four sis-
ters and two brothers, Mrs. Gertrude
May, Bellingham:; Mrs. Leona Van-
houver, Mrs. Anna Ferris, both of Har-
vey, Ill.: Mrs, Clara McCalley, Kenosha.
Wis.. Edward Van Houten, Joliet,
"l., and Fred Van Houten, Naperville,
111, Harry O. Bingham will make the
funeral announcements.

Obituary of Katherine Kuntz Gyger Robertson Keller — “Bellingham (WA) Herald”

|
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Obituary of Emma Van Houten? Sorensen? Robertson, wife of Oswald’s brother Dare
Worth Robinson - “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 13 Mar 1922 p 8

Evelyn Katchikas, 48, 2628 James
street, found guilty of disorderly
conduct after trial In Judge John P.
McGlinn's court Thursday, was
fined $25 and costs and given # i
ten-day suspended jall sentence,
She was arrested in a local hotel
lobby Wednesday night, She had a
revolver and a box of shells in her
hand bag, arresting officers said.

Sister Evelyn Robertson Hallday Katchikas — “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 2 Dec
1937 p 11

BROWN, Minnie M. age 83 of
1293 W. Smith Rd. Passed away
Wednesday, Oct. 2nd. Mrs.
Brown had been a resident ol
the North Bellingham Commu-
nity for 60 years. She was a
member of the North Belling-
ham Grange, The Washington
State & National Grange and
the Fisherman's Club of Ameri-
ca. She is survived by her hus-
band Walter E. 3 daughters:
Maye Morris of Seattle, Evelyn
M. Clifton of Renton, Dolores
McGuinness of Bellevue. 2 sons
Robert J. of North Bellingham,
L. of Renton. 1 half sis
ter | Smith of Clear Lake.
10 grandchildren, 17  great
grandchildren, numerous other
relatives. Funeral services will
be conducted Monday Oct. 7th
at 2 pm. in MOLES FUNERAL
CHAPEL. Rev. David Nelson
officiating. Followed by inter
ment in Woodlawn Cemetery.

Obituary of sister Minnie May Robertson Brown (1891-1974) - “Bellingham (WA) Herald”
Sunday 6 Oct 1974 p 31
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S o

Minnie May Robertson Brown (in center, print dress) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/184385289/person/352414523365/facts

Name: Oswald Sam Robertson

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private

Serial number: 250,400

Entered service from: Bellingham, Whatcom WA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Oswald S. Robertson

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Marie Robertson, 2106 Broadway St., Bellingham WA
Returned from war on: "Antigone" Mar 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Oswald S. Robertson

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. May Erickson, 2622 Elizabeth St.,
Bellingham WA (PFC, 16th Co., 20 Engrs)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Oswald Robertson - b. 12 Nov 1893 Issaquah WA;
res: 2106 Broadway, Bellingham, Whatcom WA. Single. General labor, not employed. Has
dependent mother. Claimed exemption from draft due to dependent mother. Tall in height,
medium build. Registered late, on 7 Jun 1917, after the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Bellingham WA

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Oswald Sam Robertson - b. 12 Nov 1893 King Co.
WA,; res: 2306 Henry, Bellingham WA. NOK Mrs. Marie Robertson, same address.
Employed by Water Front Employers Assn. (longshoreman). “shot scar on left arm” Height:
511”7 -168 lbs.
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Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 2 Nov 1917

Discharged: 29 Mar 1919

Address: 1841 Iron St., Bellingham WA
Rank/unit: private, Spec Bordeaux Cas Co 57

Birth & death:

Born: 12 Nov 1893 Issaquah, King WA

Died: 4 Sep 1947 Seattle, King WA

Find A Grave record: 5979047 — presence on Tuscania indicated on text

Burial location: Ferndale, Whatcom WA

Cemetery: Woodlawn

Tombstone: tombstone application: veteran flat: PFC, Co. D 4th Batt 20th Engineers PFC

Father: Samuel Jackson Robertson, 6 Jan 1865 IA — 8 Jan 1945 Bellingham, Whatcom WA.
Son of Jackson Henry Robertson & Mary Elizabeth Chesron.

Was divorced from Lillie May by the time of the census.

Married Katherine Salome Kuntz Gyger in Jan 1921 in Whatcom Co. WA. She sued for
divorce in Jun 1921 & asked for a reversion to her “maiden” [actually married] name of
Gyger.

Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA.

Find A Grave: 5979048

Mother: Lillie (Lily) May Day Robertson Erickson, 7 Apr 1868 Monroe Co. WI - 30 Nov 1945
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. Daughter of Allen Day & Sarah Jane McGary.

After her divorce from Samuel Robertson, Lillie married Oscar Erickson, who had been the
family’s boarder in the 1910 census. They adopted a daughter, Hazel May Erickson. Oscar
was crushed to death in an accident on the docks where he was employed as a .

Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA.

Find A Grave: 5972836

Parents’ marriage: 1Jul 1885 King Co. WA. Samuel J. Robertson was age 18, May Day was
age 17. There was no impediment to the marriage “except the age of said parties.” Anote is
added on the side: “You will please issue a license for my son Samuel J. Robertson to
marry May Day.” [signed] Jackson Robertson — X “his mark”

Spouse: Marie Zweckle Robertson, 6 Mar 1897 Ml - 19 Jul 1977 Bellingham, Whatcom WA.
Daughter of John Zweckl & Emma Elizabeth Pettinger.

Buried with Oswald in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA.

Spouse Find A Grave: 135080181

Marriage: 13 Jun 1917 Whatcom Co. WA. Marie filed for divorce on 7 Apr 1928 in
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. But they are husband & wife in the 1930 & 1940 censuses.

Stepfather: 2" husband of his mother Lillie May



30

Oscar Erickson, 20 Apr 1876 Stockholm, Sweden — 24 May 1935 Bellingham, Whatcom WA.
He was a single boarder, living with Samuel & Lily & son Oswald in the 1910 Bellingham WA
census. Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Bellingham, Whatcom WA. F: 5972839

Stepmother: 2" wife of his father Samuel Robertson

Katherine Salome Kuntz Gyger Robertson [reverted to Kyger] Keller, 22 Apr 1874 OH - 21
Oct 1942 Whatcom Co. WA. Daughter of Andrew Kuntz & Katherine Yung. —In the 1910
census, Katherine Kuntz lived with her parents in Anderson, Hamilton OH. - Katherine Kuntz
married Gottfried Gyger, 30 Nov 1864 Switzerland — 2 May 1915 WA, F: 5920262, the son of
David Gyger & Catherine Leuthold. Over the course of time, his name morphed into Gotfred
Gyer. Gottfried had married in 1887 to Matilda Morganthaler (1861-1909). Katherine Kuntz,
age 37, was married 10 Jun 1911 in Hamilton Co. OH to Gottfried Gyger, b. Switzerland, a
farmer, resident of Bellingham, Whatcom WA, a widower. - Katherine Gyger married Jan
1921 to Samuel Robertson; asked for a divorce in Jun 1921. — Katherine Gyger & Albert
Keller, both of legal age, applied for a marriage license on 10 May 1932 in Bellingham,
Whatcom WA (“Bellingham Herald” Tuesday 10 May 1932 p 10). They were married that
same day in Whatcom Co. WA. - Cremated; location of ashes unknown. F: 155998402

Children:

Harold James (“Bob”) Robertson, 19 Apr 1921 Bellingham, Whatcom WA - 26 Nov 2004
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. SSN 531-14-7201. Married Cleo Nadine Slettede (1925-2013) on
28 Jul 1944 in Ketchikan, Alaska. They divorced 31 Jul 1980 in Snohomish Co. WA. There
were 5 children involved in the divorce, which was filed by Cleo. She later married a Cole.
Not on Find A Grave as of 15 Sep 2022.

Betty Jane Robertson Tollefsen/Tollefson Raftery Balam Russell Tollefson, 11 Mar 1924
Bellingham, Whatcom WA - 3 Jul 2005 Whatcom Co. WA. Graduate of Bellingham (WA)
High School 1942. Worked at Boeing after graduation as one of its 1° female aircraft
mechanics. Joined the US Navy on 2 Nov 1944 & was stationed in the Hydrographic Office in
Suitland MD, serving as a seaman 1% class draftsman. — She married a Tollefsen/Tollefson
sometime between an Apr 1945 newspaper article calling her Robertson & a Dec 1945
article indicating her surname was Tollefsen. [Social Security records this surname as of 12
Oct 1982.]- Social Security reported a surname change to Raftery in Sep 1950. — She then
married Earl F. Balam. He was the son of Henry J. Balam & Adeline Lott Balam Fritz. - Her
marriage license reported her surname was Balam but the newspaper account of her
marriage called her Raftery when she married Leonard James (“Guff”) Robertson, 1924 WA
—-2004 WA, F: 37591925. Betty Russellis buried in Enterprise Cemetery, Ferndale,
Whatcom WA. F: 37592009

Jimmie Lane Robertson, 3 Feb 1928 Bellingham, Whatcom WA - 2 Sep 1978 Snohomish Co.
WA. — Married Jane Alberta Turner on 20 Dec 1948 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA. She was
age 23, a truck driver and he was 22, a telephone operator [considering it’s 1948, might
these two occupations have been transposed?] Found at:
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5956270:2378 - Married Sally Jane
Frost (1937-2010) on 11 Jun 1955 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA. They divorced Apr 1971 in
Humboldt Co. CA. - Was survived by wife Evelyne. Was her surname Martin? -



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5956270:2378
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Siblings: Oswald was the youngest of 4 surviving children. His mother reported giving birth
to 4 children, with 4 living, in the 1900 census. Named were Dare, Eva & Minnie. In 1910,
she reported giving birth to 9 children, 4 of whom were living.

Dare Worth Robertson, 14 Jun 1886 WA — 20 Dec 1952 Bellingham, Whatcom WA. - On 17
Feb 1912 in Seattle, King WA, Dare married Emma Sorensen/Van Houten (1886-1922, F:
7823738). Married 11 Jun 1926 in Mount Vernon, Skagit WA to Bertha B. Smith. It was her 1%
marriage & his 2". Dare was a truck driver & Bertha, age 20, a telephone operator, b.
Greenville PA, daughter of Franklin Smith & Nancy Rilley.. Dare’s burial location is
unknown. F: 158247286

Evelyn E. (Eva) Robertson Halladay Katchikas, 30 Nov 1889 WA [Nov 1888 in the 1900
census] - 16 Apr 1943 Seattle, King WA. SSN 532-16-9837. — Evelyn Robertson married
Claude Raymond Halladay, 20 Dec 1885 Oberlin, Decatur KS - 27 Jan 1950 Reedsport,
Douglas OR, F: 197722780. They obtained a marriage license & married on 15 Apr 1907 in
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. He was age 21, b. Oberlin KS, a shingle sawyer, son of Henry W.
Halladay & Josephine Creighton. Eva was age 17, b. King Co. WA, resident of Bellingham
WA, daughter of Samuel J. Robertson & May Day. - Evelyn Halladay married Gust Katchikus
[sic]on 27 Dec 1923 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA. Gust George Ketchikas was born 21 May
1891 in Greece & died 2 Mar 1938 in Bellingham, Whatcom WA, F: 5973982. — Evelyn is
buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA. F: 5973981

Minnie May Robertson Smith Brown, 7 Jun 1891 Issaquah, King WA [Nov 1893 in the 1900
census) -2 Oct 1974 Whatcom Co. WA. — Married on 25 Jan 1910 in Bellingham, Whatcom
WA to Claud R. Smith (1885-1952). - Wife of Walter E. Brown (1891-1986, F: 131344298).
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ferndale, Whatcom WA. F: 131344280

Stepsibling:

Hazel May Erickson --- Smith Sawyer, reverted to Smith, 13 Nov 1919 Bellingham, Whatcom
WA -4 Feb 2002 Skagit Co. WA. SSN 535-22-9386. Listed as the adopted daughter of Oscar
Erickson & his wife Lillie May Day Robertson Erickson in the 1930 Marietta, Whatcom WA
census. Her WA death record says her father’s surname was Slusher & her mother’s Davis.
Hazelis listed as a sister in the obituaries of Oswald’s siblings. — Hazel May Erickson
married 18 Mar 1945 to James Clarence Smith, having obtained a license on 17 Mar 1945.
They were both age 25. He resided at State St., Bellingham WA & she resided at 2628 James
St. Their witnesses were Alvin & Katherine Patch. Each said it was their 2" marriage. James
was a seaman. - On 27 Jun 1946 in Sedro-Woolley, Skagit WA, Hazel May Erickson, age 26,
resident of Bellingham WA, married Walter R. Sawyer, the son of Walter L. Sawyer & Esther
Ralph. It was the 2" marriage for both [she claimed]. Hazel, age 26, was born in & was a
resident of Bellingham WA & was an elevator operator. She was a listed as the daughter of
Oscar Erickson & Lily May Day. Walter was a resident of Mount Vernon WA, had been born
in Milwaukee WI & was a clerk. Her witnesses were the same Alvin & Katherine Patch as for
her marriage the previous year to James Smith. - On the lines immediately above the
marriage record of Robertson/Sawyer is the marriage of James C. Smith, 26, b. South River
NJ, resident of Belllingham WA on 20 Jun 1946 [a few days earlier] to Ruth E. Hayes Houser.
He was a seaman. Both said it was their 2" marriage. — James Clarence Smith was born
1920 NJ & died 2006 WA. He was the son of James Peterson Smith & Jeanette B. (Nettie)
Stone. - In Oct 1974 Hazel is listed as Smith.
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Notes:

Pre-war:

Wartime:

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 533-07-1826
Censuses:

1900 Union, King WA - logging camp

S.J. Robertson, 33 IA, Jan 1867, father b. MO, mother b. IA, married 14 years, woodsman
May, 31 WA, Apr 1869, father b. KY, mother b. OH, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living
Dare W., 13 WA, Jun 1886, at school

Eva E., 11 WA, Nov 1888, at school

Minnie, 8 WA, Jun 1891, at school

Oswald, 6 WA, Nov 1893, at school

1910 Bellingham, Whatcom WA - 1112 Maple St.

Samuel ). Robertson, 47 IL, parents b. IL, in 1°* marriage, married 25 years, logger, mill
camp

Lily B., 37 IN, parents b. IN, gave birth to 9 children, 4 are living

Oswald S., 16 WA, box [unintelligible], saw mill

& boarder Oscar Erickson, 36 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, bartender, saloon

1920 Bellingham, Whatcom WA - 1204 “J” St., Apt. 115
Oswald Robertson, 27 WA, parents b. US, longshoreman, on docks
Marie, 22 MI, father b. Germany, mother b. Canada

1920 Bellingham, Whatcom WA - Cedar St. - his father
Samuel ). Robertson, 50 IA, farm manager, lodger with Samuel M. & Olive M. Bruce

1930 Ferndale, Whatcom WA - Smith Rd. — conducted 2 Apr 1930 — Marie had, however,
filed for divorce in Apr 1928

Oswald Robertson, 37 WA, parents b. WA, age 24 at 1°* marriage, longshoreman, shipping,
WWI veteran

Marie, 34 MlI, father b. Germany, mother b. Canada, age 21 at 1°* marriage

Harold J., 8 WA

Jimmie L., 6 WA

Betty J., 2 years, 4 months WA
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[This census apparently reversed the names of Betty & Jimmie, as she is older than he was]

1930 Marietta, Whatcom WA - 2909 Cottonwood - mother, stepfather, stepsibling
Oscar Erickson, 59 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, age 35 at 1 marriage, emigrated 1900,
naturalized, laborer

May L., 58 WI, father b. KY, mother b. OH, age 14 at 1°* marriage

Hazel M., 10 WA, parents’ birthplaces unknown/US [adopted daughter]

1930 Maple Falls, Whatcom WA —father
SamuelJ. Robertson, 61 IA, married, father b. MO, mother b. OH, farmer, farm [but no wife
listed]

1940 Bellingham, Whatcom WA - 2720 Patton - same place in 1935
Oswald Robertson, 45 WA, longshoreman, stevedore company
Marie, 43 Ml

Harold, 19 WA

Betty, 16 WA

Jimmie, 12 WA

1950 Oswald is deceased



