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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Roberts, Victor Wiley 
1894 TX – 1982 LA 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWWX-2NZM 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWWX-2NZM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-J8K3 

 

 
Wounded – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” Saturday 24 Aug 1918 p 3 

 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-J8K3
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Daughter: 
 

TX birth record of daughter Kathryn Florence Roberts -  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1729837:2275 
Father: 
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TX death record of father Nathan (Martin) Weldon Roberts – Find A Grave 12057421 

 
Mother 
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TX death record of mother Fannie Laura James Roberts – Find A Grave 16269058 

 
Siblings: 

 



6 
 

 

 
TX death record of brother Leonard Dalton Roberts (1886-1939) – Find A Grave 48047464 
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TX death record of brother Weldon Bolen Roberts (1890-1971) – Find A Grave 47989961 
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Weldon Bolen Roberts - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1210920/person/-1014421790/media/2ceb0a4b-e203-442e-b174-
e250a7b6608e 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1210920/person/-1014421790/media/2ceb0a4b-e203-442e-b174-e250a7b6608e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1210920/person/-1014421790/media/2ceb0a4b-e203-442e-b174-e250a7b6608e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1210920/person/-1014421790/media/2ceb0a4b-e203-442e-b174-e250a7b6608e


9 
 

 

 
TX death record of brother Louis Orilious Roberts (1891-1966) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1625207:2272 
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Obituary of Robbie Dupree Brown Roberts –  

“Brownwood (TX) Bulletin” Friday 26 Mar 1965 p 2 
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TX death record of brother Herman Herbert Roberts (1895-1975) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062943-
00501?pId=822949 
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Obituary of brother James Wilford Roberts (1902-2002) – “Alexandria (LA) Town Talk” 

Thursday 10 Oct 2002 p 4 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother Chester Coleman Roberts (1906-1985) – “Abilene (T) Reporter-News” 

Saturday 25 May 1965 p 10 
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TX death record of sister Blanche N. Roberts Morgan Warner (1908-1973) – Find A Grave 

142966889 
             
 
Name:  Victor Wiley Roberts 
Name variations:  Wiley V. Roberts 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,577 
Entered service from:  Brownwood, Brown TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Victor W. Roberts 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Fannie L. Roberts, Brownwood TX 
Returned from war on: "Troy" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Victor W. Roberts 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Fannie Roberts, 1000 Victoria St., 
Brownwood TX (PFC, Co. A, 3 (3rd Army?), MP (Military Police) Bn. 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Victor Wiley Roberts - b. 6 Jun 1894 Madisonville 
TX; res: 2015 Ave. I? G?, Galveston TX. Single. Driver, Wells Fargo Express Co., Galveston 
TX. Tall & slender. 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Victor Wiley Roberts - b. 6 Jun 1897 Madisonville 
TX; res: Blessing, Matagorda TX. NOK wife Orphey Roberts, same address. Employed by 
Francitas Gas Co., Blessing, Matagorda TX. Card signed V.W. Roberts. Height: 5’9” – 160 
lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  8 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  8 Jul 1919 
Address:  Breckenridge TX 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Co. A, 3rd Army MP Battalion 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  6 Jan 1894 Madison TX or 1894 (ca. Jun) TX military records or 6 Jun 1897 (WWII draft 
& Find A Grave) or 6 Jun 1894 (Veterans Administration Military Index) Madisonville, 
Madison TX (also listed as Oct 1897 in sources)  
Died: Nov 1982 Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish LA   
Find A Grave record: 7271716 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish LA 
Cemetery: Resthaven Gardens of Memory & Mausoleum  
 Tombstone: buried as V. Wiley Roberts 
 
Father:  Martin/Nathan Weldon (“Pony”) Roberts, 22 Sep 1860 Paducah, McCracken KY – 
27 Dec 1916 Brownwood, Brown TX. Although Find A Grave lists him as Nathan, almost all 
his records term him Martin. Son of Daniel Orrelius Roberts & Mary Ann Bard. Buried in 
Greenleaf Cemetery, Brownwood, Brown TX.  
Find A Grave:  12057421 
 
Mother: Fannie Laura James Roberts, 19 Oct 1864 Madisonville, Madison TX – 17 Apr 1957 
San Antonio, Bexar TX. Daughter of Enoch Lewis James, who fought for the Confederate 
States of America in the Civil War, in Co. E, 6th TX Cavalry. Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, 
San Antonio, Bexar TX. 
Find A Grave:  16269058 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Orphey Mary Powell Roberts, 31 Aug 1899 Brown Co. TX – 31 Dec 1993 Baton 
Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish LA. SSN 434-08-3512. Daughter of James J. Powell & 
Florence N. Brady. Buried in Resthaven Gardens of Memory & Mausoleum, Baton Rouge, 
East Baton Rouge Parish LA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  7271715 
Marriage: 19 Feb 1921 Stephens Co. TX – V.W. Roberts & Orphie Powell. 
 
Children: 
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• Kathryn Florence Roberts Cunningham, 21 Sep 1923 Breckenridge, Stephens TX – 16 Aug 
2011 Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish LA. Wife of Lonnie Cardwell Cunningham 
(1922-2011) whom she married 2 Sep 1943 in Harris Co. TX. Buried in Resthaven Gardens of 
Memory & Mausoleum, Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish LA. F: 141803168   

 
Siblings: Victor was the 6th child, born between Herman & Belma 

• Leonard Dalton Roberts, 20 Aug 1886 [also found as 1887] Madison Co. TX – 20 Nov 1939 
Brownwood, Brown TX. Married 3 Feb 1914 in Brown Co. TX to Miss Nathan Tommie Murrell 
(1896-1981, F: 161362871). Buried in Greenleaf Cemetery, Brownwood, Brown TX. F: 
48047464 

• Correll Oline Roberts Brashear Clark, 6 Mar 1889 Madisonville, Madison TX – 1 Jun 1985 
Waco, McLennan TX. Married 8 Jul 1906 in Brown Co. TX to Edwin Decluit Brashear (1886-
1969, F: 53103887). They had 8 children. Married in the 1950s to Lucious Quintus (“Luke”) 
Clark (1889-1970, F: 17752195). Buried in Cross Cut Cemetery, Cross Cut, Brown TX. F: 
17752233 

• Weldon Bolen Roberts, 25 Jan 1890 TX – 29 Aug 1971 Brownwood, Brown TX. – Married on 
21 Dec 1910 in Brown Co. TX to Lillian Malone Roberts (1892-1914, F: 9903676). – Married 4 
Jul 1914 in Brown Co. TX to Lula May Martin (1890-1918, F: 19956308). They had a son 
Martin Weldon Roberts. – Married 6 Dec 1919 to Elizabeth (Lessie) Allgood (1900-1985, F: 
8153552). – Buried in Greenleaf Cemetery, Brownwood, Brown TX. F: 47989961 

• Louis Orilious Roberts, 23 Jun 1891 Madisonville, Madison TX – 14 Sep 1966 Dallas, Dallas 
TX. Married 5 Nov 1925 in Brownwood, Brown TX to Robbie Dupree Brown (1899-1965, F: 
118067570) – Married 23 Jun 1966 in Dallas Co. TX to Helen Elizabeth Sanders (1915-1972, 
F: 98217813). Buried in Greenleaf Cemetery, Brownwood, Brown TX. F: 118067570 

• Herman Herbert Roberts, 20 Feb 1895 Madisonville, Madison TX – 28 Jan 1975 
Breckenridge, Stephens TX. SSN 452-20-3141. Married 27 Jan 1917 in Brown Co. TX to Dora 
Elizabeth Richardson (1899-1974); divorced by 1925. He is buried, according to his TX death 
record, in Breckenridge Cemetery, Breckenridge, Stephens TX and had F: 115286235, but it 
has been removed as of 13 Sep 2022.  

• Belma Marie Roberts Brantley, 22 Oct 1899 Madisonville, Madison TX – 15 Dec 1989 San 
Antonio, Bexar TX. SSN 461-10-5978. Married 24 Dec 1917 in Brownwood, Brown TX t 
Christian Price Brantley (1897-1980). Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, San Antonio, Bexar 
TX. F: 16266824 

• James Wilford (“Doc”) Roberts, 6 Feb 1902 Madison Co. TX – 7 Oct 2002 Baton Rouge, East 
Baton Rouge Parish LA. Married 26 May 1923 in Stephens Co. TX to Anna Orpha Earnet 
(1908-2000). Buried in Pythian Cemetery, Bunkie, Avoyelles Parish LA. F: 103323526 

• Lillie May Roberts Hays, 18 Feb 1904 near Maysfield, Milam TX – 18 Dec 1995 Georgetown, 
Williamson TX. Married 2 Oct 1922 in Brownwood, Brown TX to Frnak O.D. Hays (1898-1993, 
F: 8937698). Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Georgetown, Williamson TX. F: 8937709 

• Chester Coleman Roberts, 28 May 1906 Blanket, Brown TX – 24 May 1985 Abilene, Taylor 
TX. Married 24 Dec 1932 in Cotton Co. OK to Pearl Lee Klepper (1911-2004, F: 34916542). 
Buried in Abilene Municipal Cemetery, Abilene, Taylor TX. F: 34915799 

• Novice Blanche / Blanche Novice Roberts Morgan Warner, 27 Sep 1908 Brown Co. TX – 6 
Oct 1973 San Antonio, Bexar TX. Married 24 Nov 1928 in Bexar Co. TX to Leslie Andrew 
Morgan (1907-1959, F: 8359348). They had 2 children. Married Charles Lorraine Warner 
(1911-1974, F: 143108317). Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 
142966889 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Gassed 13 Jun 1918. 
Wounded slightly 12 Sep 1918 [reported in newspapers as wounded severely] 
 
“La Meschacebe” (Lucy LA) Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the TX survivors of Tuscania 
announced by the War Department: Victor W. Roberts, Brownwood TX 
 
"Bisbee (AZ) Daily Review" 20 Aug 1918 p 5 - Wounded Severely: Victor W. Roberts, 
Brownwood, Tex.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Charter member Blessing TX American Legion Post in 1948   
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 1, Madison Co. TX – conducted 18 Jun 1900 
Martin W. Roberts, 38 KY, Jul 1861, father b. VA, mother b. KY, married 14 years, carpenter 
Fannie L., 36 TX, Oct 1863, father b. AL, mother b. AR, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Leonard D., 1 TX, Aug 1887 
Olive, 11 TX, Mar 1889 
Weldon B., 8 TX, Jan 1892 
Lewis, 6 TX, Jun 1894 
Hermin, 4 TX, Jun (Jan?) 1896 
Wiley, 2 TX, Oct 1897 
Belma, 7 months TX, Oct 1899 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 7, Brown Co. TX 
Martin M. Roberts, 48 KY, father b. VA, mother b. KY, in 1st marriage, married 35 years, 
farmer 
Fannie L., 45 TX, father b. AL, mother b. TN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 11 children, 11 are 
living 
Weldon D., 19 TX, farm labor, at home 
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Louis O., 16 TX, farm labor, at home 
Hermon H., 14 TX, farm labor, at home 
Wiley V., 12 TX, farm labor, at home 
Mary B., 10 TX 
James W., 8 TX 
Lillie M., 6 TX 
Chester C., 6 TX 
Novice B., 1 TX 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 1, Stephens Co. TX 
Victor Roberts, 23 TX, single, father b. KY, mother b. TX, oil well, laborer 
Lodger with Claude Knight, 26 TX & 3 other lodgers 
 
1920 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – future wife Orphey Powell 
Florence Powell, 42 TX, widow, father b. KS, mother b. AR, seamstress, department store 
Orphy, 20 TX, father b. LA, mother b. TX, operator, telephone 
William J., 18 TX, father b. LA, mother b. TX, operator, telegraph 
 
1930 Justice Precinct 7, Brown Co. TX 
Victor W. Roberts, 32 TX, parents b. TN, age 23 at 1st marriage, superintendent, Anadarko 
Petroleum Co., WWI veteran 
Orthy, 30 TX, father b. LA, mother b. AR, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Katheryn, 6 TX 
 
1940 Otis, Rush KS – rural S—Co. KS in 1935 
Victor [indexed as Vailey} V. RABERTS, 43 TX, superintendent, gas plant 
Orphey M., 40 TX 
Katheryn, 16 TX 
 
1950 Jackson Co. TX 
Victor W. Roberts, 52 TX, superintendent, recycling plant 
Orphey M., 50 TX 
 
 
 


