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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Roberts, Marcus Leo (Sr.) 
1892 MT – 1971 CA 

 

 
Obituary of Marcus Leo Roberts Sr. – “Los Angeles Times” Thursday 24 Jun 1971 p 38 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWW1-HWW2 

 
 

 
[article continues]  
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“Los Angeles Tidings” Friday 9 Apr 1915 p 4 
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“Los Angeles Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Venice (CA) Evening Vanguard” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Monrovia (CA) Daily News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Los Angeles Tidings” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 7 – this was the official newspaper of the 

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles CA 
 

 
“Los Angeles Record” Tuesday 25 Feb 1919 p 8 
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“Monrovia (CA) Daily News” Tuesday 25 Feb 1919 p 1 and p 4 
 

 
Considered disabled veteran – “Los Angeles Times” Sunday 17 Jun 1921 p 15 
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“Los Angeles Evening Post-Record” Tuesday 2 Jan 1923 p 7 
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“Los Angeles Times” Wednesday 3 Jan 1923 p 31 
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“Los Angeles Tidings” Friday 11 Jul 1924 p 13 

 

 
“Los Angeles Times” Wednesday 28 Oct 1931 p 28 
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Marcus elected 2nd vice commander of the American Legion, while apparently his wife 
(Mrs. L.M. Roberts) is elected 2nd vice-president of the Legion Auxiliary – “Venice (CA) 

Evening Vanguard” Monday 16 Sep 1935 p 1 
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“Los Angeles Times” Monday 23 Mar 1942 p 25 

 

 
“Los Angeles Times” Wednesday 30 Jun 1943 p 20 
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“Los Angeles Times” Wednesday 30 Jun 1943 p 20 
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“Metropolitan Pasadena (CA) Star-News” Saturday 28 Jun 1947 p 2 
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“Los Angeles Times” Friday 8 Jul 1949 p 28 
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Did not “like Ike” – “Los Angeles Times” Monday 12 May 1952 p 32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Obituary of daughter Mary Gertrude Roberts Higgins (1920-1962) – “Los Angeles Times” 

Friday 20 Jul 1962 p 40 
 

 
Daughter Mary Gertrude Roberts Higgins - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/6627529/person/21123079/media/16ee4ff5-c150-49ca-81db-074330653177 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/21123079/media/16ee4ff5-c150-49ca-81db-074330653177
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/21123079/media/16ee4ff5-c150-49ca-81db-074330653177
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Son Marcus Leo (Lee) Roberts Jr. (1922-1981) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/6627529/person/-1065105973/media/611d1bc6-846f-404f-ad54-
b386908e1070 

 
 

 
MT divorce record of daughter Theresa Bernadette Roberts Danko (1931-2017) from Ronald 

Charles Danko on 2 Feb 1973 -  
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61477/images/47793_554259-

00321?pId=90010686 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/-1065105973/media/611d1bc6-846f-404f-ad54-b386908e1070
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/-1065105973/media/611d1bc6-846f-404f-ad54-b386908e1070
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/-1065105973/media/611d1bc6-846f-404f-ad54-b386908e1070
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61477/images/47793_554259-00321?pId=90010686
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61477/images/47793_554259-00321?pId=90010686
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The Wikipedia record of (Theresa) Bernadette Roberts Danko - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernadette_Roberts 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernadette_Roberts
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https://imere.org/third-party-story/mystical-experience-bernadette-roberts/ 

 
 
 

https://imere.org/third-party-story/mystical-experience-bernadette-roberts/


23 
 

 

 
https://realization.org/p/bernadette-roberts/bernadette-roberts.html 
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Father 

 

 
Father Thomas Peter Roberts - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/-
1240529973/media/172f3704-7abf-41ed-9fb6-59f93888c649 

 

 
Obituary of Thomas Peter Roberts – “Los Angeles Times” Sunday 18 Nov 1945 p 24 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/-1240529973/media/172f3704-7abf-41ed-9fb6-59f93888c649
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6627529/person/-1240529973/media/172f3704-7abf-41ed-9fb6-59f93888c649
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Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Johanna Swain Roberts – “Los Angeles Times” Thursday 1 Nov 1928 p 

10 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Thomas Gratten Roberts (1885-1960) – “Eagle Rock (CA) Sentinel” 
Thursday 24 Nov 1960 p1  
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MT delayed birth record of brother Frank Alexander Roberts, b. 14 Aug 1889 Helena, Lewis 

& Clark MT, d. 8 Jul 1952 CA – filed in CA on 20 Dec 1943 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_1220706333_0

476-00501?pId=309552 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_1220706333_0476-00501?pId=309552
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_1220706333_0476-00501?pId=309552
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Marriage license – Frank Alexander Roberts & Josephine F. Herrington – “Santa Ana (CA) 

Register” Friday 21 May 1909 p 4 
 
 

 
Half-brother 

 

 
AZ death record of half-brother Charles Alfred Baldry (1880-1914) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/013_10130239-
00229?pId=570999 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/013_10130239-00229?pId=570999
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/013_10130239-00229?pId=570999


35 
 

 

 

   
Obituaries of half-brother Charles Alfred Baldry – left: “Tucson (AZ) Citizen” Wednesday 18 

Nov 1914 p 5 – right: “Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Friday 20 Nov 1914 p 2 
 
 
 

 
Name:  Marcus Leo Roberts (Sr.) 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,635 
Entered service from:  Venice, Los Angeles CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Marcus L. Roberts 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Thomas P. Roberts, 108 Vista Pl., Venice CA 
Returned from war on: "Pastores" 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Marcus L. Roberts 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Thomas P. Roberts, Los Angeles CA (pvt, Co. 18, 
20th Eng.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Marcus L. Roberts - b. 29 Apr 1892 Missoula MT; 
res: 217B S. Johnston St., Los Angeles CA. Single. Electrical ---, Bureau (?) Power Light, Los 
Angeles City. Military experience: “yes. Volunteer officer Training Camp accepted by non d-
-- [illegible]. Tall in height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 357 S. Hill St., Los Angeles CA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Marcus Leo Roberts - b. 29 Apr or May [it is written 
this way] 1892 Missoula MT; res: 7054 Hawthorn Ave., Hollywood CA. NOK Mrs. Mary 
Gertrude Roberts, same address. Self-employed at 1028 Black Building, Los Angeles CA. 
Height: 5’ 11 ½” – 185 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
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Enlisted:  6 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  14 Feb 1919 
Address:  2305 Oakwood Ave., Venice CA 
Rank/unit:    wagoner, 3rd Co., 154th Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 29 Apr 1892 (WWI draft) Missoula, Missoula MT - or 29 April 1892 - or May 1892 (WWII 
draft)  
Died: 22 Jun 1971 Los Angeles CA  
Find A Grave record: no interment information in obituary: "Los Angeles Times" 24 Jun 1971 
p 38 – record 243496663 added 13 Sep 2022     
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Thomas Peter Roberts, 30 Jun 1860 Spencer, Medina OH – 16 Nov 1945 Los 
Angeles Co. CA. Son of James Roberts & Catharine McDonald. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
East Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co. CA 
Find A Grave:  66451771 
 
Mother: Johanna (“Jennie”) Swain Baldry Roberts, May 1860 Benalla, Benalla Rural City, 
Victoria, Australia – 1928 Los Angeles Co. CA. Daughter of Joseph Theophilus Swain (1829-
1894, buried in Wodonga Cemetery. Wodonga, Wodonga City, Victoria, Australia, F: 
211661602) & Catherine Delehan (1832 Ireland-1860 Australia, buried in Benella 
Cemetery, F: 216474714.  
Her 1st husband was Charles Baldry (1830 – 1883 Australia, F: 177896619), whom she 
married in 1877 in Victoria, Australia. They had 1 child, Charles Alfred Baldry, born 1880 
(see below). 
Johanna is buried in Calvary Cemetery, East Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. 
Find A Grave:  66451728 
Parents’ marriage:  1884 Victoria, Australia 
 
Spouse: Mary Gertrude (“Peggy”) Stewart Roberts, 5 Aug 1895 Baltimore MD – 24 Jul 1977 
Los Angeles Co. CA. Daughter of George F. Stewart (1870-1940) & Hattie D. Bryan b. 1874).  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 10 Jan 1920 Los Angeles Co. CA 
 
Children: 

• Mary Gertrude Roberts Higgins, 11 Dec 1920 Los Angeles Co. CA – 18 Jul 1962 Los Angeles 
Co. CA. Married 14 Oct 1940 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Andrew Bennett Higgins (1917-1967). 

• Marcus Leo (“Lee”) Roberts Jr., 16 Feb 1922 Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co. CA – 17 Aug 1981 
Venice, Los Angeles CA. SSN 550-12-3687. Married 21 or 24 Oct 1944 in CA to Mary Evelyn 
Hine (1926-1986).  
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• Marjorie Mae Roberts Cruise, 20 May 1925 Los Angeles Co. CA – 18 May 2007 Simi Valley, 
Ventura CA. SSN 564-26-7426. Married 25 Feb 1946 in CA to Dewey W. Cruise (1922-1994).  

• Theresa Bernadette Roberts Danko, 20 May 1931 Los Angeles Co. CA – 7 Nov 2017 Laguna 
Beach, Orange CA. According to her Wikipedia biography, Bernadette Roberts (as she was 
known) entered the contemplative Carmelite Order of Roman Catholic nuns at age 17. She 
left the convent after 7 years, studied pre-medical at the University of Utah for 3 years, 
earned a Ph.D. at the University of Southern Catholic. She married a fellow teacher at Our 
Lady of Loretto High School in Los Angeles, Ronald Charles Danko, whom she married 30 
Dec 1961 in Los Angeles Co. They had 4 children. She opened at Montessori school in 
Kalispell, Flathead MT, where she divorced Ronald on 2 Feb 1973. In 1973 she received a 
master’s degree in early childhood education from USC. She wrote several books about her 
life and spiritual journey and gave speeches around the country on Christian mysticism. 
She died from ALS (“Lou Gehrig’s disease) which had been diagnosed a year before her 
death (found at: https://www.dharmaoverground.org/discussion/-
/message_boards/message/7049212).  

 
Siblings:  

• Thomas Gratten Roberts, 4 Feb 1885 Melbourne, Australia – 21 Nov 1960 Los Angeles Co. 
CA. SSN 561-46-5956. Married Edna J. [also with surname Roberts?] ca. 1908.  On his WWII 
draft registration (1942), Thomas lived at 5043 Mount Royal Dr., Eagle Rock, Los Angeles CA 
with Edna J. Roberts, same address. He was self-employed. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
East Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. F: 240208232.  

• Joseph Emmet Roberts, 1 Jul 1887 Hazen, Mercer ND – Jan 1976 Beverly Hills, Los Angeles 
CA. Married 8 May 1913 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Mabel J. Fischer (1889-1973, F: 
177961005), the daughter of Herman M. Fischer & Elizabeth Sutton. - When he registered 
for the WWII draft (25 Apr 1942), he lived at 147 N. Hamel Dr., Beverly Hills, Los Angeles CA 
with wife Mabel. He was a self-registered civil engineer & licensed surveyor. His “left eye 
larger than right.” Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, Culver City, Los Angeles CA. F; 
177961006  

• Francis Alexander (“Frank”) Roberts, 14 Aug 1889 Helena, Lewis & Clark MT – 8 Jul 1952 
Klamath, Del Norte CA. SSN 3283-10-7364. Married 20 May 1909  in Santa Ana, Orange CA 
to Josephine Helen Harrington (1889 TN – 1968 CA, F: 179825099). Josephine was the 
daughter of John Herington/Harrington & Margaret Quinlan. In 1943 her name was 
Josephine Crane. Josephine later married Louis Maria Margiot (1884-1968).  – Married Marie 
FitzSimmons. On his 25 Apr 1942 WWII draft registration, Frank lived at 2695 Greenwich, 
San Francisco CA with Marie R. Roberts & was employed by Behr-Manning Corp. of Troy NY 
at 230 – 8th St., San Francisco CA. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San 
Mateo CA. F: 106572271 

 
Half-sibling: by his mother Johanna Swain’s 1st marriage, to Charles Baldry 

• Charles Alfred Baldry, 9 Jul 1880 Mansfield, Victoria, Australia – 18 Nov 1914 Tucson, Pima 
AZ. Married 31 Dec 1909 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Matilda (Tillie) May Parsons (1893-1970). 
They had 3 children. He died at age 34 years, 4 months, 9 days. His widow Matilda married 
Max M. Knickerbocker (1886-1950 & had 3 children with him. He is buried in Calvary 
Cemetery, East Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. F: 226794376 

 
Notes:  
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/6627529/person/-1259126353/facts 
 
At University of Southern California Law School 1909, 1912, 1922 - admitted to the 
California bar as an attorney Mar 1924 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Los Angeles Herald” Tuesday 30 Jun 1908 p 6 – among those receiving a diploma in 
commencement exercises by Sacred Heart School of East Los Angeles was Marcus L. 
Roberts. 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Los Angeles Times" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - son of T.P. Roberts, 108 Vista Pl., Venice CA. Enlisted 
San Francisco 22 Jan (could not be 1918 because Tuscania sailed 2 days later – is month 
wrong?). After short training at Ft. McDowell CA, he was sent to the 22nd [sic] Engrs. In 
Washington DC.  
 
Among the lifeboat survivors who landed on Islay, Scotland, on 5 Feb 1918. Reunited with 
other survivors at Port Ellen, Islay, on 7 Feb 1918. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Marcus Roberts, age 38, married, born 29 Apr 1892 Missoula MT, resident of 800 
Grolleyway, Venice CA sailed from Naples, Italy, on 20 May 1934 aboard “Vulcania” which 
arrived in NYC on 31 May 1934. 
 
Marcus L. Roberts, 56 & Mary G. Roberts, age 52, residents of 7054 Hawthorne Ave., 
Hollywood CA, sailed first-class on “De Grasse” from Southampton, England, on 8 Jul 1948 
& arrived in NYC on 16 Jul 1948.  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Los Angeles Times" 24 Jun 1971 p 38,- survived by wife Mary Gertrude (Peggy) Stewart & 
son Lee (Marcus Leo, Jr.), daughters Marjorie Mae Cruise, Bernadette Y. Danko, brother 
Joseph E. Roberts  
 
Social Security number: 550-52-5872 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Los Angeles CA – 221 Johnston St. 
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Thomas Roberts, 40 OH, Jun 1860, father b. Ireland, mother b. Scotland, married 16 years, 
clerk, express 
Jennie, 39 Australia, May 1860, father b. England, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 5 
children, 5 are living 
Thomas, 15 Australia, Feb 1885, at school 
Joseph, 13 ND, Jul 1886, at school 
Francis, 10 MT, Aug 1889, at school [misidentified as a daughter] 
Marcus, 8 MT, Apr 1892, at school 
 
1910 Ballona, Los Angeles CA – 108 Vista Place 
Thomas P. Roberts, 50 OH, father b. Ireland, mother b. Scotland, in 1st marriage, credit 
man, brewery 
Jennie. 50 Australia (English), father b. England, mother b. Ireland, in 2nd marriage, gave 
birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Joseph, 23 ND, single, surveyor, city 
Marcus, 18 MT, single 
 
1920 Los Angeles CA – 236 ½ S. Sichel St. 
Charles F. Westlake, 62 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1889, papers filed 
& boarder Marcus L. Roberts, 27 MT, father b. OH, mother b. Australia, single, clerk 
accountant, law office 
 
1930 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – Oakwood Ave. 
Marcus L. Roberts, 37 MT, father b. OH, mother b. Australia, age 27 at 1st marriage, 
attorney, law, WWI veteran 
Mary G., 34 MD, parents b. MD, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Mary G., 9 CA 
Lee, 8 CA 
Marjorie, 4 CA 
 
1940 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 800 Trolley-Way [Grolleyway?] – same house in 1935 
Marcus L. Roberts, 47 MT, parents b. MT, attorney, lawyer, own practice 
Gertrude M., 41 MDF 
Gertrude M., 19 CA 
Marcus L., 18 CA 
Marjorie M., 14 CA 
Bernedette T., 8 CA 
 
1950 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA  
Marcus L. Roberts, 57 MT, attorney, law office 
Mary G., 54 MD 
 
 


