DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Tuscania casualty
Roberts, Lewis
1892 TX -5 February 1918 Tuscania



Find A Grave 6261034
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‘Texas Heroes Dead in Scotland

WILLIAM R, WILSON, Canton, Texas,
HENRY H. PAGE, Saratoga, Texas,

EDWARD F., YOUNG, Gilmer, Texas,
LUTHER B. REEDER, Broadus, Texas.
THOMAS ST, CLAIR, Junction, Texas,

BEN BARKER, FOULSBURCG, Texas,
MARTIN C. HILL, Wimberly, Texas, .
DANIEL W. TROBRIDGE, Strawn, Texas,
EDGAR C, BARNES, Ranger, Texas,

OSCAR L. SMITH, Winters, Texas,

ANGEL PEREZ, San Antonio, Texas,
WALTER L. WHITTINGTON, Sherman, Texas«
GEORGE MORENO, Pearsall, Texas.
ARTHUR W. COLLINS, Appleby, Texas,
CLAYTON B. WEST, Baxter Springs, Texas,
LEWIS ROBERTS, Nacogdoches, Texas.
WILLIAM KEOWN, Sand Springs, Texas.
JENNINGS B, CROW, Appleby, Texas,

_“AuétinﬁX) American” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1
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Mother Clarenda Matilda Judson Shafer Roberts Logan -
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/62114571/person/32083100441/media/654d9522-f3a8-4e30-a9a5-
9e03496a9f44

Half-brothers
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TX death record of half-brother Jesse Coleman Shafer (1888-1972) -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751428935:2272
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Obituary of Jesse Coleman Shafer — “Tyler (T) Morning Telegraph” Tuesday 5 Dec 1972 p 2



Half-brother Willie Shafer, ca. 1913 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/62114571/person/32083099877/media/f192¢c982-9fb1-4151-ad89-
d5b97d815f15
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TX death record of half-brother Willie Shafer (1 889-i 972) -

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60175397:

Name: Lewis Roberts

Name variations: Louis Roberts

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private

2272

Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Lewis died without a number.

Entered service from: Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Lewis Roberts
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Clara Logan, Nacogdoches TX
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First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 4, as L. Roberts
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920

Body listed on return ship as: L. Roberts

Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Co. F, 20th Engrs

World War | draft registration (1917): as Louis Roberts, but signed Lewis Roberts - b. 4 Mar
1892 Houston TX; res: Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX. Single. Tie maker, Alf. Whitten in
Hands (spelling?). Has dependent father & father. Claimed exemption from the draft:
“dependent father & mother” — Medium height & build.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Born: 4 Mar 1892

Died: 6 Feb 1918 - Tuscania

Address: Nacogdoches TX

Rank/unit: Co. H, 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 4 May 1892 (tombstone) or 4 Mar 1892 (WWI draft & Veterans Administration
Military Index) Houston, Harris TX

Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 6261034 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower
Burial location: Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX

Cemetery: Oak Grove

Tombstone: tombstone: Co F 20. Engnrs. "Gone but not forgotten"

Father: his mother appears to have married Roberts (or at least had a relationship with
him) between the Dec 1889 birth of her son Willie Shafer and the 1910 census, by which
time Clarenda/Clara is Mrs. Augustus Logan.

Find A Grave:

Stepfather: Augustus Logan, 9 Apr 1848 Abbeville SC - 21 Jan 1929 Nacogdoches Co. TX.
Spm pflsaac Logan & Sarah Alice Sample. Fought in the Civil War for the Confederate
States of American, Co. 6, 6" Calvary. Married ca. 1868 to Martha A. Logan (1845-1890);
their daughter Adeline Logan was born in 1870. Buried in Fairview Church Cemetery,
Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX.

Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 10376738

Stepfather’s marriage: ca. 1895

Mother: Clarenda Matilda (“Clara”) Judson Shafer Roberts Logan, 2 Oct 1868 TX-11 Nov
1945. [also found as 2 Nov 1945] Daughter of Jesse/Jessee Judson (b. 1839); her mother’s
maiden name was Hodge. In the 1880 census, Alice Judson (13), Clarinda (11) &
Climentine Judson are listed as orphans, residing with Elias & Melvina Roberts in
Robertson Co. TX.

Clarinda Judson, age 19, married in Robertson Co. TX on 2 Jan 1889 to Albert Shafer. This
would appear to follow the birth of their son, Jesse Coleman Shafer. Their son Willie was
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bornin Dec 1889. Ancestry.com family trees record a birthdate of ca. 1865 in PA for Albert
& a death of 1889, but no records were found to support these claims.

Buried in Fairview Church Cemetery, Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX.

Find A Grave: 10376739

Parents’ marriage: by the 1910 census

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:
Children:
Siblings:
Half-siblings: by his mother Clarenda/Clara’s marriage to Albert Shafer
o Jesse Coleman Shafer, 30 Apr 1888 TX — 4 Dec 1972 Walker Co. TX. Buried in Fairview
Church Cemetery, Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX. F: 10377284
e Willie Shafer, 15 Dec 1889 Limestone Co. TX - 23 Feb 1972 Huntsville, Walker TX. Married in
1913 to Hester Kimmey (1895-1934); they had 5 children. - Married in 1928 to Della Mae

Barnett (1898-1988, F: 57504040. They had 7 children.- Buried in Oakwood Cemetery,
Huntsville, Walker TX. F: 57504070

Notes:
Pre-war:
Wartime:

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 — among those on board Tuscania:
Lewis Roberts of Nacogdoches TX

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 - among those unaccounted for:
Co. F, 6™ Battalion, 20" Engineers (Forestry): Lewis Roberts of Nacogdoches TX.

Post-war:
Obituary:
Censuses:

1910 Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX
[head of household] A. Logan, 66 SC, parents’ birthplaces not known, in 1°* marriage farmer,
general [he had been married before]
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Matilda Logan, 42 TX, parents b. TX, in 1" marriage [but the census lists children by 2 different

fathers]

Jessie Shafer, 22 TX, parents b. TX [stepson]

Willie Shafer, 21 TX, parents b. TX, laborer, saw mill [stepson]
Louis Roberts, 18 TX, parents b. TX, laborer, saw mill [stepson]



