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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Roberts, Joseph Eugene 
1896 WI – 1961 MN 
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Joseph Eugene Roberts – from obituary: “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 14 July 1961 p 14 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/400529269/?article=cb7e2e95-ba8e-41cf-bfd5-
2124ee3b9954 
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Obituary of Joseph Eugene Roberts – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 13 Jul 1961 p 17 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWWX-ZYZM 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1386610:2375 
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Shared tombstone of Joseph Eugene Roberts, his wife Elizabeth, his daughter Patricia & 
son James – Find A Grave 203505818 
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“Madison (W() Capital Times” Thursday 30 Jan 1941 p 11 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 28 Jan 1942 p 3 
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Rescued by the “Mosquito” – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 4 Feb 1943 p 13 
 
 
 

 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage of Joseph Eugene Roberts to Elizabeth L. McDermott on 2 Jan 1924 – “Darlington 

(WI) Republican-Journal” Thursday 3 Jan 1924 p 1 
 

 
Obituary of Elizabeth McDermott Roberts – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Sunday 2 Apr 1989 p 26 
 

Children: 
froge 
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Obituary of son Bernard Joseph Roberts (1925-2022)  - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/madison/name/bernard-roberts-
obituary?id=34030174 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/198215495:2238 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 3 Nov 1952 p 12 

 
 

 



19 
 

 

Obituary of son James Hubert Roberts (1928-2012) – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison 
WI) Friday 29 Jun 2012 p 8 

 
Father: 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Register” Saturday 22 May 1869 p 2 
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[article goes on for several columns] 

“Dodgeville (WI) Chronicle” Friday 29 Sep 1871 p 2 
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[article continues] 

“Iowa County Democrat” ( Mineral Point WI) Friday 23 Mar 1883 p 3 
 
 

 
“Iowa County Democrat” (Mineral Point WI) Friday 5 Dec 1884 p 3 
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“Dodgeville (WI) Chronicle” Friday 6 Oct 1871 p 2 
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Obituary of father Pearce Roberts – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 3 Jul 1933 p 2 

 
Half-siblings: 
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Obituary of Carrie Fitch’s husband Arthur M. Fitch (1875-1943) – “Pomona (CA) Progress 

Bulletin” Wednesday 22 Sep 1943 p 13 
 

 
Marriage license “Chicago (IL) Inter-Ocean” Friday 31 Jan 1902 p 10 

 
Siblings: 
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Hosking family photo - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/171513099/person/412237064480/media/ccf27c18-f6a7-
4e06-a7ee-6f41640db168?_phsrc=hFB49909&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of brother Pearce L. Roberts – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Wednesday 18 Oct 1967 p 36 
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Obituary of brother Thomas Roberts (1892-1944) – “Madison (WI) Capital Journal” Tuesday 

18 Jul 1944 p 11 
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Thomas Andrew Roberts family - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/101480676/person/360008712993/media/84ac323d-9ffa-4267-b511-
85376bbf18c8 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101480676/person/360008712993/media/84ac323d-9ffa-4267-b511-85376bbf18c8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101480676/person/360008712993/media/84ac323d-9ffa-4267-b511-85376bbf18c8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101480676/person/360008712993/media/84ac323d-9ffa-4267-b511-85376bbf18c8
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Obituary of brother Joseph Lawler Roberts d. 1958 – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” 

Thursday 14 Aug 1958 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1759043:61484?_phsrc=hFB49943&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=Pear
ce+Rogers&gsln=Roberts&ssrc=pt_t24030760_p27340808620&ml_rpos=6&queryId=58
07931dc502ecc2346c9d0b59c60176 
          
   
Name:  Joseph Eugene Roberts 
Name variations:    
Military: 
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On Tuscania: 107th Eng - private 
Serial number:  251,722 
Entered service from:  Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph E. Roberts 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Pearce Roberts, Ridgeway WI 
Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph E. Roberts 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Pierce Roberts, Ridgeway WI (PFC, 107th Engineer 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Joseph E. Roberts - b. 7 Mar 1896 Ridgeway WI; 
res: Ridgeway, Iowa WI. Single. Principal of school, School District at Blue Mounts WI. 
Enlisted in Wisconsin National Guard. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  127 E. Mifflin St., Madison WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Joseph Eugene Roberts - b. 7 Mar 1896 Ridgeway 
WI; res:334 W. Wilson St., Madison, Dane WI. NOK Mrs. Elisabeth [sic] L. Roberts, same 
address. Employed by U.S. Social Security Bureau, Washington DC, at U.S. Employment 
Service, 210 Monona Ave., Madison, Dane WI. “acid burn on left upper arm” – Height: 6’4” 
– 190 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  27 May 1919 
Address:  Ridgeway WI 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, 107th Engineer Train, 32nd Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   7 Mar 1896 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI   
Died: 11 Jul 1961 Rochester, Olmstead MN (hospital) (resident of Madison, Dane WI) 
   
Find A Grave record:  203505818 - cemetery information originally determined from 
veteran tombstone application & "Wisconsin State Journal" 14 Jul 1961 p 14 obit as not 
added to Find A Grave at the time of the original search 
Burial location:  Madison, Dane WI 
Cemetery:  Resurrection 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone application: Wisconsin PFC 107th Engr Train, 32nd Div 
WWI 
 
 
Father:  Pearce (Pierce) Rogers Roberts, Mar 1848 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI – 2 Jul 1933 
Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI. Son of Joseph Roberts & Elizabeth Rogers.  
In the 1870 census for Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI, Philip Roberts lives with his parents. 
In the 1880 census, Pearce Roberts is listed with 2 daughters: - “Cary” (Carrie/Caroline), 
age 4 & Clara, age 2. Carrie is mentioned in family obituary as a surviving sister. Since 
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Pearce did not marry Anna Lawler until 1881, this presumes he had an earlier marriage. He 
also reports in the 1910 census that his marriage to Ann is his 2nd marriage. 
A Pierce J. Roberts married on 5 Oct 1878 in Dodge Co. WI to Marion C. Woodward Ball 
(1847-1882, F: 332500819, the daughter of Nathaniel Woodward (1808-1856) & Orpha 
Brandt. Marion Woodward had married Franklin D. Ball (1845-1873) on 23 Jun 1866 in 
Dodge Co. WI. She might have been the first wife of Pierce, as she was widowed by the 
1878 marriage – except Caroline Roberts is born in 1874.  
Buried in St. Bridget’s Cemetery, Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI. 
Find A Grave:  115174980 
 
Mother: Anna Catherine (Catherine Ann) Lawler Roberts, 27 Jun 1856 Lombard, DuPage IL 
– 1945 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI. Daughter of Dennis B. Lawler & Catharine Kelly. Buried in 
St. Bridget’s Cemetery, Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI. 
Find A Grave: 90914405   
Parents’ marriage:  4 Oct 1881 Iowa Co. WI 
 
Spouse:  Elizabeth M. McDermott Roberts, 7 Oct 1902 (203505820) or 28 Feb 1904 
(160596852) Dane Co. WI – 31 Mar 1989 Madison, Dane WI.  
Daughter of Bernard S. McDermott (1863-12 Jul 1924, F: 54473873) & Alice Armstrong (1879-
1969, F: 54473857, who later married Nicholas Steffes & a man named Massey. Elizabeth’s 
father died 7 months after her marriage. 
Buried in Resurrection Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  203505820 (Resurrection) & 160596852 (with family links but no 
burial location).  
Marriage: 2 Jan 1924 Darlington, Lafayette WI, in Holy Rosary Catholic Church  
 
Children: 

• Bernard Joseph Roberts, 5 Mar 1925 Dodgeville, Iowa Co. WI – 14 Mar 2022 Madison, Dane 
WI. Married Margaret Palzkill on 15 Nov 1952 in Mineral Point, Iowa Co. WI. She was the 
daughter of George Palzkill (F: 116676059) & Margaret Deinken (F: 164691684). They had 
been married 69 years at the time of Bernard’s death. 

• James Hubert Roberts, 1 Jun 1928 WI – 18 Jun 2012 Madison, Dane WI. Buried in 
Resurrection Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 203505849 

• Patricia A. Roberts, 17 Jul 1931 -   She shares a tombstone with parents Joseph & Elizabeth 
& brother James in Resurrection Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI but her death information is 
blank.  Alive in Mar 2022 when her brother Bernard died. 

•  
 
Siblings:  In the 1910 census, his mother reports giving birth to 7 children, 5 of whom are 
living 

• Philip Roberts, 17 Sep 1882 – 25 Dec 1886. 
• Pearce Lawrence Roberts, 9 Apr 1888 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI – 17 Oct 1967 Madison, Dane 

WI. Husband of Margaret McCann (1891-1975, F: 90851722). Resident of Madison WI in Jul 
1961.Buried in St. Bridget’s Cemetery, Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI. F: 90851720 
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• Mary (Mamie) Roberts Hosking, 17 Sep 1885 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI - 1967. Resident of 
Milwaukee WI in Jul 1961. Wife of James Russel Hosking (1884-1959, F: 191804237). They 
had 7 children. Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 
191804203 

• Thomas Andrew Roberts, 16 Oct 1892 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI – 17 Jul 1944. Married 18 Jun 
1925 in Waukesha, Waukesha WI to Ruth Hester Anderson (1900-1987, F: 84493239). 
Buried in Prairie Home Cemetery, Waukesha, Waukesha WI. F: 84493240 

• John Lawler Roberts, 26 Oct 1900 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI – 11 Aug 1958 Palmer Lake, El 
Paso Co. CO. Married Inez Hollander (1909-1993) on 22 Oct 1927 in Marinette Co. WI. His 
birthdate was found on his WWII draft registration. Ancestry.com links show a Joseph 
Roberts divorced an Inez in Nov 1966 in Columbia Co. FL – but this John was deceased. 
Buried in St. Bridget’s Cemetery, Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI. F; 90311537 

 
Half-siblings:  

• Caroline (Carrie) Roberts Fitch, 8 Nov 1874 Dodgeville, Iowa Co. WI – 11 Feb 1972 
Claremont, Los Angeles CA. SSN 569-70-5335. Resident of Pomona CA in Jul 1944, Jul 1961 
& Oct 1967 (mentioned in family obituaries as Mrs. Carrie Fitch). – On 30 Jan 1902 in 
Chicago, Cook IL, Caroline Roberts, age 26, married Arthur M. Fitch (age 26. – Arthur May 
Fitch (1875-1943) was the son of John Huntington Fitch (1833-1927) & Sarah Elizabeth 
Hawley (1834-1883). In the 1920 census for Pomona, Los Angeles CA, Arthur M. Fitch (44 
IA), an electrician, lived with his wife Carrie (45 WI).  

• Clara Roberts, ca. 1878 WI 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the WI men on board 
Tuscania: Joseph E. Roberts of Ridgeway WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) 14 Jul 1961 p 14 – Madison WI real estate broker, 
Tuscania survivor. Madison WI resident for 30 years. Survived by wife Elizabeth, daughter 
Patricia, sons Bernard T. & James H., brother Pierce, all of Madison WI & sisters Mrs. 
Mamie Hosking (Milwaukee) & Mrs. Carrie Fitch (Pomona CA)  
 
 
Social Security number: 399-30-4005 
 
Censuses: 
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1880 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI 
Peirce Roberts, 32 Wi, parents b. England, blacksmith 
Cary, 5 WI 
Clara, 2 WI 
 
1900 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI 
Pearce Roberts, 52 Wi, Mar 1848, parents b. England, married 18 years, stone mason 
Annie, 43 IL, Jun 1856, father b. WI, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Mary, 14 WI, Sep 1885, at school 
Pearce, 11 WI, Apr 1889, at school 
Thomas, 7 WI, Oct 1892 
Joseph, 4 WI, Mar 1896 
& mother Elizabeth Roberts, 88 England, May 1812, widow, emigrated 1840, in US for 60 years, 
boarder 
 
1905 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI 
Pierce R. Roberts, 57 WI, parents b. England, stone mason 
Annie C., 49 IL, parents b. Ireland, house wife 
Mary, 19 WI 
Percie, 17 WI 
Thomas, 12 WI 
Joseph, 9 WI 
John, 4 WI 
[for the children: father b. WI, mother b. IL] 
 
1910 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI 
Pearce Roberts, 62 WI, parents b. England, in his 2nd marriage, married 28 years, mason, stone 
work [misread & misindexed as Reale instead of Pearce] 
Ann C., 53 IL, father b. England (Irish); mother b. Ireland, in her 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 
5 are living 
Pearce L., 22 Wi, plasterer, general work 
Thomas A., 17 WI 
Josep [sic], 12 WI 
John, 9 WI 
 
1920 Ridgeway, Iowa Co. WI 
Pearce Roberts, 72 Wi, parents b. England, mason, home building 
Anna, 61 IL, father b. France, mother b. Holland 
Thomas, 27 WI, agent, steam railroad 
Joseph E., 23 WI, single, instructor, school 
John, 19 WI 
 
1930 Kimberly, Outagamie WI – 312 First St.- conducted 3 Apr 1930 
Joseph E. Roberts, 34 WI, father b. US, mother b. Ireland, age 27 at 1st marriage, principal, high 
school, WWI veteran 
Elizabeth L., 27 Wi, parents b. WI, age 21 at 1st marriage 
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Bernard J., 5 WI, kindergarten in public school 
James H., 1 year 10 months WI 
 
1940 Madison, Dane WI – 523 W. Washington 
J.E. Roberts, 44 Madison WI [?], MSRUW Emp. Off., State Service, in Madison WI in 1935 
Elizabeth, 38 WI, housewife, in Madison WI in 1935 
Bernard J., 15 WI, in same place in 1935 
James, 11 WI, in same place in 1935 
Patricia, 8 WI, in same place in 1935 
& lodger Martin Joseph Kann, 23 IA, in Eugene OR in 1935 
 
1950 Madison, Dane WI 
Joseph E. Roberts, 53 WI, supervisor of employment services, State of Wisconsin 
Elizabeth M., 47 WI, realtor, real estate 
James H., 21 Wi, realtor, real estate 
Patricia A., 18 WI 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 


