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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Robbins, Goodwin Dean 
1895 MN – 1959 MN 
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Goodwin Dean Robbins is standing in back, 4th from right - “Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Sunday 7 

Feb 1937 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/812310800/?terms=%22j%20b%20norman%22&match=1 

Goodwin Dean Robbins 
 



3 
 

 

 
Obituary of Goodwin Dean Robbins – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Tuesday 18 Aug 1959 p 31 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:71DH-ZPZM 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:71DH-ZPZM
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/784845:2375 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/784845:2375
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Survivor of Tuscania – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Saturday 2 Nov 1929 p 9 
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“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Wednesday 21 May 1930 p 11 

 

 
“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Tuesday 19 Jan 1932 p 9 
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“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Wednesday 25 Jan 1933 p 8 
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“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Wednesday 4 Sep 1935 p 9 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Thursday 6 Feb 1936 p 15 

 

 
In Lynden news – “St. Cloud (MN) Times” Monday 10 May 1937 p 8 
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“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Saturday 11 Dec 1943 p 3 
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“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Tuesday 27 Mar 1951 p 9 
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“St. Cloud (MN) Times” Monday 21 Jun 1954 p 8 

 
Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/120108598/person/382073047156/media/fdfdbdfe-4aec-4467-86c6-e3fe61165edf 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star” Monday 3 Dec 1956 p 28 and at https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/120108598/person/382073047094/media/c19ca930-52bf-4291-8e2a-03291a777b8c 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/120108598/person/382073047156/media/fdfdbdfe-4aec-4467-86c6-e3fe61165edf
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/120108598/person/382073047156/media/fdfdbdfe-4aec-4467-86c6-e3fe61165edf
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/120108598/person/382073047094/media/c19ca930-52bf-4291-8e2a-03291a777b8c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/120108598/person/382073047094/media/c19ca930-52bf-4291-8e2a-03291a777b8c
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Death of mother-in-law Bina Ewald Nord – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Tuesday 4 Mar 1958 p 
21 

 
Children: 

 

 
Obituary of daughter Helen Lorraine Robbins Powell (1922-2013) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” 

Thursday 9 May 2013 p B7 
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Daughter Doris Mae Robbins Jacobson (1928-1981) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/176161561/person/232294068362/media/263087d6-cf50-4e4d-9bc3-b40a008224bc 

 

 
Daughter Jean Marlys Robbins Eull (1934-2018) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/120108598/person/380237857554/media/fc34ae63-8e64-4d47-a8b3-17a3f11c147c 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/176161561/person/232294068362/media/263087d6-cf50-4e4d-9bc3-b40a008224bc
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/176161561/person/232294068362/media/263087d6-cf50-4e4d-9bc3-b40a008224bc
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/120108598/person/380237857554/media/fc34ae63-8e64-4d47-a8b3-17a3f11c147c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/120108598/person/380237857554/media/fc34ae63-8e64-4d47-a8b3-17a3f11c147c
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Obituary of daughter Jean Marlys Robbins Eull – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 5 Aug 
2018 p B9 

 
Father: 

 

 
Obituary of father Clarence Fred Robbins – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Saturday 29 Jun 1946 p 11 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Zella Mercy Richardson Robbins – Find A Grave 10065268 

 

 
Obituary of mother Zella Mercy Richardson Robbins – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Wednesday 

3 Jan 1945 p 14 
 

Sibling: 
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Marriage of sister Mildred Mira Robbins to George Arthur Bailey - “Little Falls (MN) Herald” Friday 9 

Jul 1920 p 6 
          
 
Name:  Goodwin Dean Robbins 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,634 
Entered service from:  Elk River, Sherburne MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Goodwin Dean Robbins 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Clarence F. Robbins, Elk River MN 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Goodwin D. Robbins 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Clarence F. Robbins, Elk River MN (wagoner, 17th 
Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Goodwin Dean Robbins - b. 18 Nov 1895 Otsego 
MN; res: Elk River, Sherburne MN. Single. Chainman for county surveyor, Sherburne Co. 
Where do you work? “All over the county” – medium height, slender build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Elk River MN 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Goodwin Dean Robbins - b. 18 Nov 1895 Wright 
MN; res: Elk River, Sherburne MN. NOK wife Mrs. Florence Robbins, same address. 
Farming for self, Elk River, Sherburne MN. Height: 5’7 ½” – 170 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  8 Jun 1919 
Address:  Elk River MN 
Rank/unit:    wagoner, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Nov 1895 Wright Co. MN (WWII draft) or Elk River, Sherburne MN (Find A Grave) or 
Otsego, Wright MN (WWI draft)  
Died: 16 Aug 1959 Elk River, Sherburne MN   
Find A Grave record: 10065178 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Elk River, Sherburne MN 
Cemetery:  Orono 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Minnesota Wagoner 20 Engineers WWI  
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Father:  Clarence Fred Robbins, 22 Sep 1868 Nashua, Hillsborough NH – 28 Jun 1946 Elk 
River, Sherburne MN. Son of Jeremiah Goodwin Robbins (1838-1918, F: 107895534) & 
Sarah Hart Whittier (1842-1875, F: 167762374). Buried in Orono Cemetery, Elk River, 
Sherburne MN. 
Find A Grave:  10065215 
 
Mother: Zella Mercy Richardson Robbins, 6 Jan 1867 Richfield, Hennepin MN – 1 Jan 1945 
Elk River, Sherburne MN. Buried in Orono Cemetery, Elk River, Sherburne MN. 
Find A Grave:  10065268 
Parents’ marriage:  4 Oct 1893 Richfield, Hennepin MN 
 
Spouse: Florence Christina Nord, 12 Sep 1902 Hennepin Co. MN – 8 Jan 1961 Elk River, 
Sherburne MN. Daughter of Gustaf Emil [Karl Gustaf Nilson] Nord [Nordoah, 1868 Sweden 
– 1941 MN, F: 85746894] & Jicobine/Jacobina Bridgette (“Bine”/”Bina”) Ewald (1875-1958, 
F: 85746974). Buried in Orono Cemetery, Elk River, Sherburne MN. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 10065198   
Marriage: 8 Dec 1921 Sherburne Co. MN 
 
Children: 

• Helen Lorraine Robbins Powell, 5 Dec 1922 Elk River, Sherburne MN – 7 May 2013 
Princeton, Sherburne MN. A nurse & private in the US Marine Corps. Married 22 Sep 1945 in 
Sherburne Co. MN to Glenn Wilbur Powell (1917-1996, F: 162104547). Buried in Vernon 
Cemetery, Elk River, Sherburne MN. F: 162104285 

• Margaret Zella (“Peggy”/”Peg”) Robbins Hagsted, 17 Jul 1925 Elk River, Sherburne MN – 9 
Nov 2015 Columbia, Boone MO. A nurse. Married 28 Aug 1948 to Kenneth Willard Hegstad. 
Burial location unknown. F: 158445493 

• Doris Mae Robbins Jacobson, 22 Nov 1928 MN – 4 Oct 1981 Anoka Co. MN. Married in 1947 
to Peter Jacob Jacobson (1912-1983, F: 162116964). Buried in Vernon Cemetery, Elk River, 
Sherburne MN. F: 162116841 

• Jean Marlys (“Molly”) Robbins Eull, 14 Jan 1934 Elk River, Sherburne MN – 27 Jul 2018 MN. 
Married 9 Sep 1954 in Sherburne Co. MN to Roger Nicholas Eull (1932-2017, F: 199106178). 
Buried in St. Andrew’s Cemetery, Elk River, Sherburne MN. F: 239266535 

 
Siblings:  

• Mildred Mira Robbins Bailey, 11 Mar 1898 Elk River, Sherburne MN – 6 Sep 1959 Elk River, 
Sherburne MN. Married on 30 Jun 1920 in Elk River, Sherburne MN to George Arthur Bailey 
(1883-1966, F: 10061829). Buried in Orono Cemetery, Elk River, Sherburne MN. F: 10061867 

 
Notes: Do not confuse with MN school teacher & administrator, Dr. G.D. Robbins, in 
newspaper articles. He was a resident of Washington Co. MN. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 471-36-8557 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Otsego, Wright MN 
Clarence Robbins, 31 NH, Sep 1868, parents b. NH, married 6 years, farmer 
Zella M., 33 MN, Jan 1867, parents b. ME, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Goodwin D., 4 MN, Nov 1895 
Mildred N., 2 MN, Mar 1898 
& boarder Harry Hall, 28 MN, Sep 1871, parents b. ME, farm laborer 
 
1905 MN state census – Wright Co. 
Clarence Robbins, 36 NH, parents b. NH, farmer 
Zella, 38 MN, parents b. ME 
Goodwin, 9 MN 
Mildred, 7 MN 
 
1910 Elk River, Sherburne MN 
Clarence F. Robbins, 41 NH, parents b. NH, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, farmer 
Zella M., 43 MN, parents b. MN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Goodwin D., 14 MN 
Mildred M., 12 MN 
 
1920 Elk River, Sherburne MN – census conducted 3 Jan 1920; Mildred marries on 30 Jun 
1920 
Clarence Robbins, 51 NH, parents b. NH, carpenter, house 
Zella M., 52 MN, parents b. ME 
Mildred M., 21 MN 
Goodwin D., 24 MN, rodman, surveying 
 
1930 Elk River, Sherburne MN 
Goodwin Robbins, 34 MN, father b. ME, mother b. MN, age 26 at 1st marriage, farmer, 
general farm, WWI veteran 
Florence, 27 MN, father b. Sweden, mother b. Denmark, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Helen, 7 MN 
Margaret, 4 MN 
Doris May, 1 MN 
& brother-in-law Elmer Nord, 18 MN, single, father b. Sweden, mother b. Denmark 
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1940 Elk River, Sherburne MN – the Robbins family was in the same house in 1935 
Goodwin D. Robbins, 44 MN, farmer, dairy farm 
Florence C., 37 MN 
Helen L., 17 MN 
Margaret Z., 14 MN 
Doris May, 11 MN 
Jean Marie, 6 MN 
& hired man Clint Blattenberg, 22 MN 
[Florence Nord Robbins’s parents Gust & Bina Nord are listed on the same census page] 
 
1950 Elk River, Sherburne MN 
GOODIN [sic] D. Robbins, 54 MN, farming, farm 
Florence, 45 MN, clerk, grocery store 
Jean M., 16 MN 
 
 
 


