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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
    

TUSCANIA 
 

Robbins, Arthur David 
1888 WI – 1949 WI 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Times” Monday 26 Sep 1949 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406271_04
00-02885?pId=692080 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:71DL-9P6Z 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406271_0400-02885?pId=692080
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406271_0400-02885?pId=692080
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:71DL-9P6Z
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 16 Oct 1923 p 1  
 
 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Thursday 30 Jun 1938 p 6  
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 2 Apr 1941 p 1  
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On the afternoon of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Arthur Robbins offers the 
services of the Wisconsin Rapids WI VFW – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Sunday 
7 Dec 1941 p 2 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday 31 Jan 1942 p 1  
 

Wife: 
 



8 
 

 

 
Obituary of wife Nona Smith Robbins – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 16 Mar 1965 
p 2 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Friday 25 Feb 1927 p 3 
 

Daughter: 
 

 



10 
 

 

Madella Robbins Sommer, Lincoln High School 1948 yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/77453661/person/390177503785/media/69ce710e-80cb-4be4-8857-
ed6780bb0d7e 

 

 
Obituary of daughter Madella Robbins Sommer – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 13 
Mar 2017 p A5 
 

Father: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2727262:9088 
 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2727262:9088
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b289604-
00105?pId=409765 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b289604-00105?pId=409765
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b289604-00105?pId=409765
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Obituary of mother Julia Endora Yeaw Robbins Keller – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 22 Dec 

1936 p 3 
 

Stepfather: 
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Obituary of stepfather William J. Keller – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 14 Apr 1939 
p 19 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Lionel Herbert Robbins – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 
Saturday 13 Sep 1941 p 3 
 

 
Marriage license of sister Anita O. Robbins (Leavitt) to Joseph Hentgen – “Waukegan (IL) 

News-Sun” Saturday 31 Mar 1934 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/53072:70827 

 
 
 

Half-siblings: 
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Obituary of half-sister Lyla Christine Keller Fowle (1899-1956), published in the 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” 30 Aug 1956 p A24 – Find A Grave 202397315  
   
Name:  Arthur David Robbins 
Name variations: Robins   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - cook 
Serial number:  251,103 
Entered service from:  Wautoma, Waushara WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Arthur D. Robbins 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother L.H. Robbins, Wautoma WI 
Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Arthur D. Robbins 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Lionel Robbins, Wautoma WI (cook, Co. F, 2nd 
Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Arthur David Robbins - b. 10 Sep 1889 York, Dane 
WI; res: Wautoma, Waushara WI. Single. Highway laborer, Waushara County Highway 
Comm., town of Coloma. Medium height & build. 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 231 - 8th St., Wisconsin Rapids WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Arthur David Robbins - b. 10 Sep 1889 Dane Co. 
WI; res: 231 – 8th St., Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI. NOK Nona Robbins, Wisconsin Rapids 
WI. Employed by State Highway Comm. WI, Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI. Height: 5’9 ½” – 
176 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  date not recorded 
Address:  Wautoma WI 
Rank/unit:    cook, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 10 Sep 1888 (tombstone, obituary & Veterans Administration Master Index) [WWI 
draft:1889] York, Dane Co. WI (obituary: Marshall, Dane WI)  
Died: 25 Sep 1949 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI (Riverview Hospital)   
Find A Grave record:  114382807 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Wild Rose, Waushara WI 
Cemetery:  Oak Hill 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin Cook 2 Supply Tn 2 Div WWI    
 
Father:  Omer N. Robbins, 4 Feb 1844 Perrysburg, Cattaraugus NY – 1 May 1893. Son of 
Joseph L. & Samantha Robbins. Buried in York Center Cemetery, York, Dane WI.  
Find A Grave:  19559605 
 
Mother: Julia Endora Yeaw Robbins Keller, 6 Dec 1865 [1866 in obituary] Versailles, 
Cattaraugus NY – 15 Dec 1936 Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. Daughter of Church Malachi 
Yeaw & Pleiades Elodia Cook.  
Following the death of Omer Robbins, Julia married William J. Keller in 1897. 
Buried in Wautoma Union Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave:  110194183 
Parents’ marriage:  10 Sep 1882 Columbus, Columbia WI 
 
Stepfather: William J. Keller, 8 Jun 1878 WI – 15 Apr 1939 Wautoma, Waushara WI. Son of 
Jacob Keller & Deckla Faltersack. Died of pneumonia after falling 20 feet with a ladder 
while washing windows at the Wautoma High School where he was a janitor, and lying 
unconscious for 2 hours. Buried in Wautoma Union Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI.  
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 110194170  
Stepfather’s marriage: 5 Jan 1897 
 
Spouse: Nona Smith Robbins, 7 Jul 1887 Wild Rose, Waushara Co. WI – 14 Mar 1965 Wild 
Rose, Waushara WI. Daughter of John Henry Smith & Letitia Wilson. Buried in Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Wild Rose, Waushara WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 114382808   
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Marriage: 7 Jun 1925 Ripon, Ripon WI 
 
Child: 

• Madella Robbins Sommer, 4 Feb 1931 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI – 10 Mar 2017 Wild 
Rose, Waushara WI (at her home). Married 18 Aug 1951 in Neenah, Winnebago WI to 
Kenneth A. Sommer (1930-2017, F: 179980251), the son of Albert A. Sommer & Clara H. 
Briesemeister. She graduated from Lincoln High School in 1949. Buried in Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Wild Rose, Waushara WI. F: 177260523 

 
Siblings:  

• Lionel Herbert Robbins, 15 Apr 1882 WI – 9 Sep 1941 Madison, Dane WI (WI General 
Hospital) Buried in Wautoma Union Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI. F: 110194140 

• Anna K. Robbins Cashin, 8 Oct 1887 WI – 14 Jan 1957 Rice Co. MN. Wife of Thomas J. 
Cashin. In the 1930 census, Thomas J. Cashin (66 KY) lived with wife Catherine A. (46 WI) in 
Wells, Rice MN. Catherine said she had been 1st married at age 25.  

• Anita Omeretta Robbins Leavitt Hentgen, 11 Jun 1891 York, Clark WI – 4 Mar 1984 Grand 
Rapids, Itasca MN.  SSN 468-36-5935. Married 10 Jun 1908 in Waushara Co. to Ira Leavitt. 
He was born 29 Nov 1886 in Deerfield, Waushara WI & died 3 Jun 1955. Ira, son of Charles 
O. Leavitt & Lida C. Moore, SSN 3491-22-5823, is buried in Woodville Cemetery, Deerfield, 
Waushara WI, F: 108768139. In the 1910 census for Plainfield, Waushara Wi, Ira Leavitt (24 
WI, father b. NY, mother b. PA), a laborer in a starch factory, lived with wife Anita (19 WI, 
parents b. NY). – As Anita Robbins, age 42, she obtained a marriage license with Joseph 
Hentgen, age 50, in Waukegan, Lake IL. - Listed as Mrs. Joseph Hentgen of Siding 
Acadieville, New Brunswick, Canada, in brother Lionel’s Sep 1941 obituary. In Sep 1949, 
she is listed as Mrs. Anita Hentgen of Nova Scotia, Canada, in her brother Arthur’s obituary. 
– Buried in Macville Cemetery, Swatara, Aitkin MN. F; 90561698 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Julia’s 2nd marriage, to William Keller 

• Frances Anna/Emma Keller Bushweiler, Dec 1899 WI [WI births: 3 Dec 1897 Medina, Dane 
WI] – 27 May 1945 Waushara Co. WI. Married on 19 Apr 1923 in Waushara Co. WI to Harley 
A. Bushweiler (1900-1974, F: 111649916). Buried in Wautoma Union Cemetery, Wautoma, 
Waushara WI. F: 111649901 

• Lyla Christine Keller Fowle, 3 Oct 1899 Medina, Dane WI – 28 Aug 1956 Washington DC. 
Married in 1927 to Fredrich Walter Fowle (1902-1985, F: 204720396). Buried in Parklawn 
Memorial Park & Menorah Gardens, Rockville, Montgomery MD. F: 202397315 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – “Official List of the ‘Tuscania’ Survivors” 
includes Arthur D. Robbins of Wautoma WI 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
"Wisconsin Rapids [WI] Daily Tribune" 26 Sep 1949 p 1 – resident of 231 - 8th St. S., 
Wisconsin Rapids WI. Died at Riverview Hospital where he had been past a patient the past 
2 weeks. Age 61. Since 1942 employed at Prestiss Wabers Products Co., before that at WI 
State Highway Department for 23 years. Member of VFW. Son of Mr. & Mrs. Omar N. 
Robbins, b. Marshall WI. The family moved to Wautoma WI when he was 11 years old. 
Enlisted July 1916 (?), served in 2nd Supply Train, discharged 14 Aug 1919. Married Nona 
Smith at Ripon WI 7 Jun 1925. They moved to Wisconsin Rapids WI 23 years ago. Survived 
by wife, daughter, 3 sisters . 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Medina, Dane WI 
William KELLAR, 22 WI, Jan 1878, father b. WI, mother b. Germany, married 3 years, farmer 
Julia E. Kellar, 41 NY, Dec 1858, father b. VT, mother b. NY, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are 
living [4 by 1st husband Robbins, 2 by 2nd husband Keller] 
Emma E. Kellar, 1 WI, Dec 1898, father b. WI, mother b. NY [daughter] 
Lila C. Kellar, 7 months WI, Oct 1899, father b. WI, mother b. NY [daughter] 
Lionel H. Robbins, 17 WI, Apr 1883, parents b. NY, farm laborer [stepson] 
Anna K. Robbins, 13 WI, Oct 1886, parents b. NY, at school [stepdaughter]  
Arthur D. Robbins, 10 WI, Sep 1889, parents b. NY, at school [stepson] 
Anita O. Robbins, 7 WI, Jun 1892, parents b. NY, at school [stepdaughter]  
[for Emma & Lyla – father b. WI, mother b. NY – 
For the Robbins children – parents b. NY] 
 
1905 WI state census – Wautoma, Waushara WI 
William KELLAR, 28 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Germany, farmer 
Julia Kellar, 39 NY, parents b. US 
Emma Kellar, 7 WI 
Lilee Kellar, 5 WI 
Samantha Robbins, 93 NY, widow [grandmother] 
Anna Robbins, 19 WI [daughter] 
Arthur Robbins, 16 WI [son] 
Anita Robbins, 14 WI [daughter] 
 
1910 Wautoma, Waushara WI 
William Keller, 35 NY, father b. WI, mother b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 13 years, 
farmer, general farm 
Julia E. Keller, 42 WI, father b. VT, mother b. NY, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 
are living [wife] 
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Anna Keller, 12 WI [daughter] 
Lila Keller, 10 WI [daughter] 
Lionel ROBINS, 25 WI, farm laborer, working out [stepson] 
Arthur D. Robins, 21 WI [stepson] 
& mother-in-law Mrs. Eloda Yeaw, 78 NY, widow, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
 
1920 Wautoma, Waushara WI – Oak St. 
William Keller, 44 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Berlin, Germany, janitor, high school 
Julia E. Keller, 54 NY, father b. VT, mother b. NY [wife] 
Anna Keller, 22 WI, teacher, country school [daughter] 
Arthur D. Robbins, 30 WI, single, engineer, state highway [stepson] 
& boarder Nelson D.M. Johnson, 87 NY, single 
 
1930 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI – 231 – 8th St. 
Arthur D. Robbins, 42 WI, father b. WI, mother b. NY, age 37 at 1st marriage, engineer, 
highway, WWI veteran 
Nona, 42 WI, parents b. WI, age 37 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI – 231 – 8th St. S. – same house in 1935 
Arthur Robbins, 51 WI, laborer, paper mill 
Nona, 52 WI 
Madella, 9 WI 
 
1950 deceased 
 


