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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Rist, Lewis M.B. 
1894 IA – 1977 WI 
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Lewis M.B. Rist – “Des Moines (IA) Tribune” 12 Feb 1918 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Lewis M.B. Rist – Find A Grave 62897088 – from the https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/449168542:1265Eau Claire (WI) Memorial High School 1960 yearbook -  
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Lewis M.B. Rist’s cable to his parents had only three words: “Saved, Wire Thirty.” His father, Dr. 
Alfred L. Rist, of Iowa, interpreting this meant his son Lewis wanted $30, 
contacted his Congressman, Frank Plowman Woods, to wire Lewis the 
money. Woods replied that the War Department did not encourage 
sending money to soldiers, and Lewis (at right) would be taken care of. 
Parental love winning out over protocol, his parents sent a check 
by mail. Woods, a five-term Congressman, lost his seat in the 
next election; he was one of 50 members of the House to vote 
against declaring war on Germany. There were 373 House of 
Representatives votes in favor of the declaration.  
 
 
 

The above is an excerpt from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” page 32 

 
Lewis M.B. Rist – “Winona (MN) Daily News” 7 Feb 1950 p 7 
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Lewis M.B. Rist - “Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Sunday 7 Feb 1937 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/812310800/?terms=%22j%20b%20norman%22&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/812310800/?terms=%22j%20b%20norman%22&match=1
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Lewis M.B. Rist – Eau Claire (WI) High School yearbook 1943 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918482-
00022?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB49704&_phstart=successSource&pId=1

456337863 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918482-00022?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB49704&_phstart=successSource&pId=1456337863
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918482-00022?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB49704&_phstart=successSource&pId=1456337863
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918482-00022?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB49704&_phstart=successSource&pId=1456337863
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Lewis M.B. Rist – Eau Claire (WI) High School yearbook 1955 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43135_b164679_00019?treeid=

&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB49706&_phstart=successSource&pId=303242862 
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Lewis M.B. Rist – Eau Claire (WI) High School yearbook 1956 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_16739351_1956_0021?treei
d=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB49705&_phstart=successSource&pId=446616517 

 
Algona, Iowa 
Upper Des Moines Newspaper, February 13, 1918 
 

“SAFE, WIRE THIRTY” 
 

 
 

Lewis Rist Cabled Parents Sunday From 
Somewhere in Europe 

 

 
 



9 
 

 

Was on ill fated Tuscania when it sank. Member of the 
Twentieth Engineers, Foresters Company. 

 

 

 
Much anxiety was felt in Algona last week, following the report of the sinking of the transport 
Tuscania, when it became known that Lewis Rist, a member of the Twentieth Engineers, 
Foresters Division, was a passenger. No word could be received and the suspense of the young 
man’s parents, Mr. & Mrs. Dr. A. L. Rist, and friends, was almost unbearable.  
 
Saturday evening, the suspense was broken by an official report from the Adjutant General in 
Washington, stating that Lewis B. Rist was saved from the Tuscania. On Sunday, a cablegram 
was received from Lewis as follows: “Safe, Wire Thirty.”  This, Dr. Rist stated, gave them the 
greatest relief they had ever had. The location of Lewis was censored and not given. Dr. Rist 
wired Congressman Woods immediately to cable Lewis thirty dollars, as he understood the 
cablegram to mean, send thirty dollars. Mr. Woods took the matter up and answered Mr. Rist, 
stating that the department did not encourage sending money to the boys across the ocean; that 
he would be properly cared for and suffer no hardships. The message direct from Lewis was 
evidence to Mr. & Mrs. Rist that he had not been injured and was not ill. As he will be 
transferred from place to place to his permanent quarters, a draft was mailed to him which no 
doubt will be received as soon as had it been wired.  
 
Lewis has been a student in the Minnesota State University, and would have graduated this 
month. He enlisted December 15, 1917 at Fort Snelling, and was immediately transferred to the 
American University in Washington D. C.  On January 22, 1918 he wrote a postcard, stating that 
he was leaving, and would send home an overcoat and other clothing that he would not need. In 
the same mail the grip was received by Mr. Rist, and they knew at once he had sailed. 
 
Sam Heathershaw, a young man from Swea City, Iowa and a man named Willard A. Constans 
from Blue City, Minnesota were also on the vessel and were fortunately saved. 
 
2005 – Information Contributors: 
Article Submitted by: Don Sweaney of Missouri 
This transcript was written by: Steve Schwartz 

 
 

 
     .      
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Lewis M.B. Rist, standing, far left – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 12 Dec 

1945 p 11 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” Friday 13 May 1960 p 3 
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Lewis M.B. Rist is at left – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 13 Oct 1960 p 9 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQGL-FFW2 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQGL-FFW2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6C1Z-GNF6 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6C1Z-GNF6
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/27PD-Q72 
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“Tecumseh (IA) Chieftain” Saturday 23 Mar 1918 p 2  

 
 

 
“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Thursday 2 Jan 1930 p 6 
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“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Thursday 27 Mar 1930 p 5 

 

 
“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Thursday 21 Jul 1932 p 1 
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“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Thursday 3 Aug 1933 p 7 

 

 
20 years ago – “Kossuth County Advance” Thursday 5 May 1938 p 10 

 
 
 

 
“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Thursday 30 Dec 1954 p 8 
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The Tuscania was not the largest ship in the convoy - “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 6 

Feb 1958 p 3 
 

Wife: 
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Wife Pearl Gaball Rist, age 15 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/15844407/person/636952204/media/79db8e6b-e805-436e-94b4-958dc783f890 
 

 
“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Thursday 12 Aug 1948 p 2 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 19 Nov 1955 p 5 



23 
 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 20 Nov 1970 p 8 
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Obituary of mother-in-law Maude May Bailey Gaball – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 

Wedneday 21 Oct 1953 p 3 
 
 
 

Chldren: 
 



25 
 

 

  
Son Richard L. Rist (1923-1944) – Find A Grave 62897039 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 19 Nov 1943 p 2 

 
 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 18 Jan 1944 p 4 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 14 Mar 1944 p 4 
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“Kenosha (IW) News” Tuesday 16 May 1944 p 2 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 26 Aug 1944 p 3 
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“Lubbock (TX) Avalance-Journal” Sunday 17 Sep 1944 p 19 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 20 Sep 1944 p 8 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 28 Sep 1944 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421401757_0025-

00773?pId=888690 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1084/images/IA1915_285-1551?pId=1788213 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421401757_0025-00773?pId=888690
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421401757_0025-00773?pId=888690
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Missing air crew report - https://www.fold3.com/image/29430422 and copied on Find A Grave 
62897039 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/29430422
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https://www.fold3.com/image/29430485?terms=rist,l,richard 

 
 

 
Missing air crew report - https://www.fold3.com/image/29430514?terms=rist,l,richard 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/29430485?terms=rist,l,richard
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Military yearbook - https://www.fold3.com/image/711879771?terms=rist,1944,richard 

 
Niece: 
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Niece Bonnie M. Petticord (1944-2006, F: 62897122) – daughter of Pearl Gaball’s sister Donna 

Gaball  Petticord Sjol (1927-1988, F: 62897155) – raised by Lewis M.B. & Pearl Rist – “Eau Claire 
(WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 17 Aug 2006 p 10 

 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of fathr Dr. Albert Lewis Rist – “Algona (IA) Upper Des Moines” Tuesday 11 Feb 1958 p 15 
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“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Thursday 13 Feb 1958 p 23 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of stepmother Ada Smith Rist – “Mason City (IA) Globe-Gazette” Wednesday 24 Feb 1937 

p 46 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Marion Lawrence Rist (1897-1991) – published in the “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” 

8 Jan 1991 & available on Find A Grave 225661163 
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Obituary of sister Emily Comstock Rist Griggs (1901-1987) – “Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) 

Tuesday 27 Oct 1987 p 39 
 
 

   
Name:  Lewis M.B. Rist 
Name variations:  has middle initials but no middle name – his maternal grandfather was 
Lewis Milford Baltimore Smith  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,631 
Entered service from:  Algona, Kossuth IA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Lewis B. Rist   
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Dr. Alfred Louis Rist, Algona IA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lewis B. Rist 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Alfred L. Rist, Algona IA (pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lewis M.B. Rist - b. 13 Nov 1894 Algona IA; res: N. 
Thorington St., Algona, Kossuth IA. Single. Farm laborer for W.W. Annis, RFD, Algona IA. 
Military experience: 2 years cadet drill. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: Algona IA & 320 Jones St., Eau 
Claire WI - 1955 WI Survivors: 342 Lincoln Ave., Eau Claire WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Lewis B. (note: “initial only”) Rist - b. 13 Nov 1894 
Kossuth Co. IA; res: 457 Summit Ave., Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. NOK Mrs. Lewis D. [sic] 
Rist, same address. Employed by Eau Claire Board of Education, Doty St., Eau Claire, Eau 
Claire WI. Height: 5’6 ½” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  as Lewis B. Rist 
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  8 Jun 1919 
Address:  Algona IA 
Rank/unit:    private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 13 Nov 1894 Algona, Kossuth IA  
Died: 12 Aug 1977 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI    
Find A Grave record: 62897088  - presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI 
Cemetery:  Lakeview 
Tombstone: as Lewis B. - veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI   
 
Father:  Alfred Louis Rist, 4 Mar 1866 Algona, Kossuth IA – 8 Feb 1958 Algona, Kossuth IA. 
Son of Sylvester Sibley Rist & Mary Ann Mellen. Dentist; graduate of U of IA College of 
Dentistry.  
After the death of his 1st wife, Mary Smith, in 1903, Alfred married her sister, Ada Smith, in 
1909. 
Buried in Riverview Cemetery, Algona, Kossuth IA. 
Find A Grave:  66279765 
 
Mother:  Mary Comstock Smith Rist, Mar 1869 NY (1900 census) – 14 Aug 1903 Kossuth Co. 
IA. Daughter of Lewis Milford Baltimore Smith (F: 66280202) & Emily Chandler Comstock 
(F: 66280187). Her father Lewis Smith served in the Civil War (Union) in Co. A, 1st Calvary 
Regiment WI, from 15 Aug 1861-20 Feb 186. Buried in Riverview Cemetery, Algona, Kossuth 
IA. 
Find A Grave:  66279776 
Parents’ marriage:  2 Dec 1893 Kossuth Co. IA. 
 
Stepmother: Ada E. Smith Rist, 5 Oct 1859 Summit Corners, Waukesha WI – 25 Feb 1937 
Algona, Kossuth IA.   Daughter of Lewis Milford Baltimore Smith & Emily Chandler 
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Comstock. Had been principal of Stillwater (MN) High School; taught in the Algona IA 
schools. Buried in Riverview Cemetery, Algona, Kossuth IA. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 66279783 
Stepmother’s marriage: 3 Oct 1909 Algona, Kossuth IA 
 
Spouse: Pearl M. Gaball Rist, 16 Jan 1899 Gladstone, Delta MI – 18 Dec 1999 Eau Claire 
Co. WI. SSN 392-20-3366. Daughter of John Gaball (1873-1949, F: 168961995) & 
Maudie/Maud May Bailey (1879-1953, F: 62897192, who is buried in Lakeview Cemetery as 
is her daughter Pearl). Her parents married 30 Nov 1895 in Gladstone, Delta MI. 
In the 1900 census for Gladstone, Delta MI, Pearl Gaball (2 MI) lived with her parents John 
Gaball (27 Canada, Mar 1873, a locomotive engineer) & Maud (21 MI, Jan 1879) & siblings 
Verne (3 MI, Sep 1896) & John C. (4 months MI, Feb 1900).  
In 1910, Pearl M. GABLE (11 MI) lived in Wells, Wells ND on Watson Ave. with father John 
Gable (37 Canada, a locomotive engineer) & mother Maud M. (31 MI) & siblings Verne B. 
(13 MI), Chester J. (10 MI) & Lola E. (3 ND). 
In the 1915 ND census, Pearl M. Gaball lived in Harvey ND with parents John & Maud & 
siblings Vern B., John C., Lola E. & Wade A.. 
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 62897067   
Marriage: 17 Feb 1920 Cooperstown, Griggs ND 
 
Child: 

• Richard Lewis Rist, 3 Feb 1923 SD – 4 Aug 1944 lost in bombing raid over Germany that left 
from England in WWII. Married Jean Mackey Bardwell (1926 TX – 2014 AR) on 20 Feb 1944 in 
Lubbock, Lubbock TX. She was the daughter of Samuel Baxter Bardwell & Ione Finnin 
Durham. She later married Duane Gardner Ward (1924-2005, F: 167666578) & is buried in 
AR, according to her F: 167666606. A duplicate record (F: 140160276) says her burial 
location is unknown. – The plane’s pilot 2nd Lt. Thaddeus G. Littlefield bailed out over the 
Baltic Sea between Rostok, Germany & the small island of Laaland, Denmark. The plane 
had a 9-man crew & Littlefield counted 8 other parachutes, including that of his co-pilot, 2nd 
Lt. Richard L. Rist. Littlefield was picked up by a fishing boat that had German guards so he 
became a prisoner-of-war. The others were not located so are believed to have drowned. 
Richard was missing in action so his record in Lakeview Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire 
WI must be a cenotaph/memorial. F: 62897039 

 
Siblings: Lewis was the oldest of 3 children. 

• Marion Lawrence Rist, 8 Feb 1897 Algona, Kossuth IA – 4 Jan 1991 Dinuba, Tulare CA. 
Married 17 Jun 1922 in Hardin Co. IA to Miriam Edith Petty (1897-1989, F: 225661119). 
Buried in At Grinnell College (IA) in Feb 1918. Resident of Spokane WA in Aug 1977. Buried 
in Riverside Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA. F: 225661163 

• Emily Comstock Rist Griggs, 31 May 1901 Algona, Kossuth IA – 25 Oct 1987 Tucson, Pima 
AZ.  Resident of Tucson AZ in Aug 1977. Married 4 Mar 1932 in Algona, Kossuth IA to Myrle 
Edwin Griggs (1896-1969, F: 138876075). Buried in South Lawn Memorial Cemetery, 
Tucson, Pima AZ. F: 138876105 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Des Moines (IA) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the IA survivors of Tuscania: 
Lewis B. Rist, Algona IA 
 
"Des Moines (IA) Tribune" Tuesday, 12 Feb 1918 p 8 – photo - resident of Algona IA. Cabled 
he was safe. Age 23. Enlisted Fort Snelling MN 15 Dec 1917. Was to have graduated from U 
of MN Feb 1918. Son of Dr. & Mrs. A.L. Rist, pioneer Kossuth Co. & Algona residents. Has 
brother Marion (at Grinnell College) & sister Emily. 
 
"Sioux City (IA) Journal" 10 Feb 1918 p 4 - Louis Rist of Algona IA, the brother of Marion Rist, 
a Grinnell College freshman, enlisted 15 Dec 1917. Went to American University DC for 
training,  in a group mostly U of MN men. His family knew he was on the Tuscania when a 
lieutenant he had mentioned in a letter home was on the 1st list of survivors.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Graduate of University of Minnesota and/or University of Wisconsin.  
 
1956 Eau Claire WI city directory 
Rist, Lewis B. (Pearl), teacher public school, 342 Lincoln Ave. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 387-40-7940 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Algona, Kossuth IA 
A.L. Rist, 34 IA, Mar 1866, parents’ birthplaces blank, married 6 years, dentist 
Mary C., 31 WI, Mar 1869, parents b. NY, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living, housekeeping 
L.M.B., 5 IA, Nov 1895 
Marion, 3 IA, Feb 1897 [identified as daughter in error] 
& boarder Helen O. Huntuton?/Hunutic?/Huntinton?, 2 MN, Oct 1897, parents b. WI  
& servant girl Wilma Johnson, 19 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1882, in US for 18 years 
 
1910 Algona, Kossuth IA – 422 Thorington St. 
Alfred L. Rist, 45 IA, parents b. CT, in 2nd marriage, married 6 months,  dentist, regular- 
Ada, 50 WI, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage 
Louis, 15 IA 
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Marion, 13 IA [identified correctly as son] 
Emily, 8 IA 
& mother-in-law Emily O. Smith, 80 NY, parents b. CT, single, own income [mother-in-law] 
& servant for private family Ophelia Peterson, 17 IA, parents b. Norway 
 
1920 Algona, Kossuth IA – parents & siblings – N. Thorington St. – parents & siblings, cannot locate 
Lewis in census 
Alfred Rist, 53 IA, father b. MA, mother b. VT, dentist, office 
Ida, 60 WI, parents b. NY 
Emily, 18 IA 
Marion, 22 IA 
 
1930 Winfred, Lake SD 
Lewis Rist, 35 IA, father b. IA, mother b. WI, age 28 at 1st marriage, superintendent, public school, 
WWI veteran 
Pearl, 30 MI, father b. Canada, mother b. MI< age 21 at 1st marriage 
Richard, 7 SD 
& boarder Sophus Lund, 21 IA, parents b. IA, teacher, public school 
 
1940 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 314 Grand Ave. – in same house in 1935 
Lewis Rist, 45 IA, teacher, high school 
Pearl Rist, 41 MI [wife] 
Richard Rist, 7 SD [son] 
Robert Crawford, 14 ND, in rural ND in 1935 [nephew] 
Lola Crawford, 33 ND, in rural ND in 1935, stenographer, insurance [mother – presumably of Robert 
Crawford, not Lewis Rist] 
Kenneth Moffitt, 27 SD, single, in Aberdeen SD in 1935, credit department, farm implement [lodger] 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 


