DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Rains, James Ruddle
1895 TN - 1936 KS



Tennessean Survivor
Of Tuscania Disaster

JAMES P. RAINES.

James P. Raines, Company E. Twentieth
Engineers, foresetry service. This photo-
| graph was taken in Washington a few
daye before sa!ling on the Tuscania, whie
was synk by a torpedo off the coast o
Ireland. Private ines was a volunteer
from Dyer, Tenn. His sieter, Mrs. M. P.
MeDaniel of Rutherford, has a letter from
I'im desceribing the sinking of the Tus-
cania, hie resc,uo and the fact of his now
Peing safe In Ireland and none the worse
from the experience,

I
This is James Ruddle Rains, not James P. Raines — “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal”
Sunday 17 Mar 1918 p 15 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/768010833/



. DYER RESIDENT IS
| KILLED IN KANSAS

LEAVENWORTH, Kan.,, May
12— —A man killed here Ilast
nizht when struck by a freight
train was identified today as
James R. Rains, 41, of Dyer,
Tenn., a world war veteran. He
was an inmate of the veterans
home here.

Survivors include a sister, Mrs,
I M. P. McDaniel, Memphis, Tenn,,
.land a brother, Joe C, Rains, Ken-
ton, Tenn.

“Jackson (TN) Sun” Tuesday 12 May 1936 p 5
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US National Homees for Disabled American Veterans — Sawtelle CA -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113932-
00091?pld=525545
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“Knoxville (TN) Journal & Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1




https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/57913067/person/272290423628/media/940c83af-24a9-4f98-8dc5-
7ce9c2c6d534? phsrc=hFB46816&_phstart=successSource

|F. M. RAINS IS DEAD.

| Union City Man Expircs Hvre
After Long Iliness,

i F. M. Rains, 77, Union Clty,
| Tenn., died at the Baptist Hospital
jat 6:45 o'clock last night after a
t|long lliness, His condition hecame
, | eritical Nov. 14 when he was
| brought to the hospital.
! He had been n resident of Union
1| City for many years.
'l He is survived by his widow, Mrs,
Rosa Raing, of Dyersburg; five
t | daughters, Mre, Corn Belle Bur-
! meijster and Mrs. Alyce McDanlel,
|

of Memphis, Mrs, Emma Miller,
Kenton, Tenn.,, Mrs. Willia Holla-
man, Union City, and Mrs. Pear!
I | Myers, Pine Knott, Cal,, and three
« | sons, Jogeph Rains, Kenton, Tenn.,
({James P, Rains and G. N. Rains,
Memphis,

The body will be sent to Dyer,
Tenn,, tomorrow morning by Mec-
Dowcil & Monteverds. Funeral
| services will be held at 2 o'clock
Sunday afternoon at Mount Olive,
! 2‘?‘:. Dyer, Rev, Boach will offi.

1Y
“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Saturday 30 Nov 1929 p 7

Mother:


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/57913067/person/272290423628/media/940c83af-24a9-4f98-8dc5-7ce9c2c6d534?_phsrc=hFB46816&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of mother Martha Ann Samantha Ruddle Rains — “Nashville (TN) Banner” Monday 27 Oct
1924p 3

Siblings:

Sister Nellie V. Rains West (1874-1920) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/5789414/person/25556629431/media/b5104a58-ca8b-42d0-8402-d94c790a9468
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Obituary of sister Emma Elizabeth Rains Miller (1876-1973) - “Memphis (TN) Press-Scimitar”
Wednesday 15 Aug 1973 p 16

Mrs. Willie Holloman, 74, of
830 N, 10th Ave., was killed after
she was thrown from a vehicle
in a collision at Grand Avenue

and Polk. .
She died early vesterday.

Death in car accident of sister Willie Rains Holloman (1881-1961) — “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix
AX) Tuesday 18 Jul 1961 p 10
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Willie’s husband arrested after returning ffom her funeral - “Tucson (AZ) Citizen” Thursday 20 Jul
1961 p 6
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Obituary of sister Cora Belle Rains -é‘(;rdon Burmeister (1884/1885 - 1973) — “Memphis (TN) Press-
Scimitar” Monday 3 Dec 1973 p 4

Joe Raines |
KENTON, Tenn., June 7—Fu-
neral services for Joe Raines were
- held this afternoon at the Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church here, by |
' the Rev. B. J. Reagin. Burial was
" at Mt. Olive, near Dyer. Mr. Raines
[54. died at his home here last .
'night, Born near Yorkville, Mr.
Raines had lived in Kenton for the
past 12 vears. He was a painter
and ginner. He leaves his wife, |
three daughters, Mrs. Carthel El-
der and Miss Rachel Raines of
Kenton and Mrs Jack Lowe of
Pierce: three sisters, Mrs. M. P.
McDaniel and Mrs. Fred Burmeis-
ter of Memphis and Mrs. Arthur
Holloman of Union City: and a
brother, Noah Raines of Memphis.

Obituary of brother Joel Cornelius Rains (1885/1886 — 1939) — “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal”
Thursday 8 Jun 1939 p 11
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PERMANENT LEGAL RECORD

NOTE CAREFULLY

A COUR1IS A

STATEMENTS. ALTERA

STATE OF TENNESSEE -

“ﬂmﬂ m‘[ E Bmm DEPT. OF PUBLIC HEALTH D. PAH 3292

DIV, OF VITAL STATISTICS

namearemrn__ MARY =~ PEARLL RATNS  parcorsnm

et wiooLE LAST ONTH v b

mmc:_Q”Iuli"m ___RURBAL Shmace WHITE gex FEVAIE

CITY OR TOWN (IF OUTSIOR CITY LIMITS, WRITE RURAL)

FaTHER: name_ FRANCIS MARTON RAINS eintueiace TENNESSEE GIBSON

STATE OR COUNTRY

MoTHER: "ae MARTHA ANN SAMANTHA RUDDLE pirtrpLace TENNESSEE _ GIRSON

STATE OR COUNTRY

v °'2L£.anc " Iiﬂll:dm IS UNDER
anyon Ro
ADDR“ST,]a Tm hguiead

my,m°

NOTARY PUBLIC

1| HEREBY CERTIFY, ON OATH, THAT THE ABO!
)

ARE TRUE. (TO ! L
12 YEARS OF AGE, . R,

9 Y 2los; presk

Vel (90 i
st AND TO perForE Me _.."

< 1‘6? WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

ADSTRACT OF SUPPORTING EVIDENCE =

NAME AND KIND OF DOCUMENT (INCLUDING BY WHOM ISSUED AND SIGNED., AND DATE OF ISSUE) R o ——

Copy of order of Probate Court of Shelby County 6-3-43

Bk of B F O 22 B il M s
v 81 () = 2T 2. L3777

o |a & |e N |-

|

ERATIONS WILL BE MADE ONLY ON ORDER OF

JURT OF RECORD IN TENNESSEE

a WRITE PLAINLY WITH UNFADING INK—CHECK ALL

p—

INFORMATION CONCERNING REGISTRANT AS STATED IN DOCUMENT OF CORRESPONDING NUMBER ABOVE

BIRTH DATE OR AGE BIRTHPLACE NAME OF FATHER FULL NAME OF MOTHER

ay <3, 1897 Gibson County Francis Merion Hains Marthu Ann 3

camanilia Ruadie’

o & bW e |-

!

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT | HAVE EXAMINED THE__OLE DOCUMENTS ABSTRACTED ABOVE. FIND THEM VALID, AND THAT
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN IS AS NOTED ABOVE, AND RECOMMEND THAT THIS DELAYED CERTIFICATE OF Ilmq

BE FOR F Y THE DIVISJON OF VIJAL STATISTICS, TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH.
SIGNED acoress ___Mempils, Tena. pare__June 3 10 43
(CIRCUIT COURT 18! JATTONNEY GENEWAL. ELERR AND MASTER)

= e 5 F T3 3 L A‘mm
THis Briam Svha & W VED BY THE TENNESSGG STATE WEGISTRAR OF VIT, ATISTICE O WIS AUTHORIZZED AGENT.
e : L dﬂlﬁﬂ&.&%

TN delayed certificate of birth for Mary Pearl Rains, filed 5 Jun 1943, indicating her birth occurred 23

May 1897 in Gibson Co. TN - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/195879:22827tid=29655912&pid=27580549685&queryld=61b53d7c4eab59c5b1576f

faeb574a06&_phsrc=hFB46873&_phstart=successSource
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GEORGE NOAH RAINS
Former Memphis Cotton Broker
Dies At Hot Springs
| George Noah Rains, former cot-
liton broker of Memphis, died yes-
terday morning at Leo Levi Hos-
pital at Hot Springs, where he was

admitted Saturday. He was 44,
) Mr. Rains leaves two daughters,

Mrs. W. W, Wagster and Mrs
Frank Bush; four sisters, Mrs,
Emma Miller and Mrs. Cora Belle
Burmeister, all of Memphis, Mrs.
Willie Hallilmond of Union City,
Tenn, and Mrs. Pearl Kelley of
hlt Lake City, Utah.

Funeral cortege will proceed from
National .!;uno.nl Hl:l:: tomg;om
morning o'c to
Tenn.,, where services will be held
at 2 o'clock at Mt. Olive Baptist
Church. Burial will be in Mt, Olive
Cemetery.

Obituary of brother G-eorge Noah Rains (1898-1943) — “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal”
Thursday 8 Jun 1939 p 11
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Name: James Ruddle Rains

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private

Serial number: 250,625

Entered service from: Dyer, Gibson TN

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James R. Rains
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father F.M. Rains, Dyer TN
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919
Sailed on return ship as: James R. Rains

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Frank M. Rains, Dyer TN (pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs,
Forestry)
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World War | draft registration (1917): as James Ruddle Rains - b. 3Jan 1895 Dyer TN; res:
Dyer, Gibson TN. Single. Lumber inspector, Goodlands Robertson Lbr. Co., Rison AR. To question,
if claimed exemption to the draft: “l do not.” Medium height & build, red hair. Filed 6 Jun 1917, one
day later than the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 8 Dec 1917

Discharged: 13 Jun 1919

Address: 1370 Madison Ave., Memphis TN
Rank/unit: private, 17™" Co., 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 3Jan 1895 Dyer, Gibson TN (F: Yorkville, Gibson TN)

Died: 10 May 1936 (headstone application) Leavenworth, Leavenworth KS (struck by freight train)
Find A Grave record: 120592733 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text

Burial location: Dyer, Gibson TN

Cemetery: Mount Olive

Tombstone: veteran tombstone: illegible - Pvt Co 17 20 Engineers WWI

Father: Francis Marion William (“Bill”) Rains, 3 Jul 1852 Madison Co. TN - 29 Nov 1929
Memphis, Shelby TN. One family tree says son of William H. Rains & Eliza J. Tidwell - the
other says son of Joel Jacob Rains & Elizabeth (Liza) Yarbrough. His TN death record lists
his parents’ names & birthplaces as unknown. Listed with surviving widow Rosa in his
obituary. Buried in Mount Olive Cemetery, Dyer, Gibson TN.

Find A Grave: 16049405

Mother: Martha Ann Samantha Ruddles Rains, 17 Dec 1854 Madison Co. TN -23 Oct 1924
Union City, Obion TN. Daughter of Joel Charles Cornelius Ruddles & Sarah Emmaline
Graves. Buried in Mount Olive Cemetery, Dyer, Gibson TN.

Find A Grave: 16049400

Parents’ marriage: 7 Jan 1873 Madison Co. TN

Stepmother: Rosa - the surviving widow of Francis Rains in Nov 1929. Might she be Rosa M.
Choate, 27 Dec 1876 TN — 16 Mar 1963 Dyersburg, Dyer TN., the daughter of John Choate &
Martha Sparks, buried in Fairview Cemetery, Dyersburg, Dyer TN as Rosa M. RAINES. F:
46230905

Stepmother’s Find A Grave:

Stepmother’s marriage

Spouse: never married
Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage:

Children:
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Siblings: The obituary of James’s mother in Oct 1924 says she had 11 children, 8 of whom
survived her (Nellie died in 1920).

Nellie V. Rains West, 29 Jan 1874 Obion Co. TN - 27 Feb 1920 Obion Co. TN. Married 6 May
1899 in Gibson Co. TN (or 1900 on Find A Grave) to William D. West (1870-1947, F:
5753719). Buried in New Salem Baptist Church Cemetery, Mason Hall, Obion TN. F:
5753715

Emma Elizabeth Rains Miller, 2 Jul 1876 Obion Co. TN - 13 Aug 1973 Kenton, Gibson TN.
SSN 412-78-4094. Listed as Mrs. Emma Miller of Mason Hall TN in her mother’s Oct 1924
obituary & as Mrs. Emma Miller of Kenton TN in her father’s Nov 1929 obituary. Married in
1900 to George T. Miller (1878-1910, F: 16125802). Buried in Mount Olive Cemetery, Dyer,
Gibson TN. F: 16125817

Alyce Raines Throgmorten McDaniel, 1880 TN (Find A Grave) or Jun 1879 (1900 census) — 30
Jul 1975 Wynnburg, Lake TN. Listed as Mrs. M.P. McDaniel of Memphis TN in her mother’s
Oct 1924 obituary & as Mrs. Alyce McDaniel of Memphis TN in her father’s Nov 1929
obituary. —Was married to Richard M. Throgmorten (b. ca. 1863 AR) with whom she had 5
children from 1899 to 1907. - Married 16 Feb 1908 to Milton Pinkney McDaniel (1879-1951,
F: 21181626). They had 4 children, born from 1910 to 1915. — A family tree online claims a
son named Olman S. Sexton was born in 1905. - Buried in Rutherford Cemetery, Rutherford,
Gibson TN. F: 21181402

Willie May Rains Holloman, 10 Jun 1881 TN (Jun 1882 in 1900 census) — 15 Jul 1961 Phoenix,
Maricopa AZ. Listed as Mrs. Arthur Holloman of Union City TN in her mother’s Oct 1924
obituary & as Mrs. Willie Holloman of Union City TN in her father’s Nov 1929 obituary. —
Arthur Holloman was born 1886. - Also found as Willie Frances Rains, b. 1883, d. 1961.
Corabelle (Cora Belle) Rains Gordon Burmeisster, 1885 TN (May 1884 in the 1900 census) —
1973. SS 413-86-1299. Listed as Mrs. Cora Belle Gordon of Memphis TN in her mother’s
Oct 1924 obituary & as Mrs. Cora Belle Burmeister of Memphis TN in her father’s Nov 1929
obituary. — An online family tree claims she was married 23 Jan 1904 in Groveland MA to
James Arthur Dole (1875-19530 but that Cora Rains had different parents. — Married 28 Mar
1905 in Gibson Co. TN to Jesse Frederick Gordon (1882-1936); they had 2 sons. — Married
Fred A. Burmeister (1884-1965, F: 193195179). Buried as Cora Belle Burmeistser in
Memorial Park Cemetery, Memphis, Shelby TN. F: 193195180

Joel Cornelius (“Joe”) Rains, 2 Oct 1885 (tombstone) or (May 1886 (in the 1900 census) TN —
1939. Listed in his mother’s Oct 1924 obituary as a resident of Dyer TN (as Joseph) & in his
father’s Nov 1929 obituary (as Joe) & his brother James’s May 1936 obituary (Joe C.) as a
resident of Kenton TN. Husband of Jessie L. Bobbitt (1885-1963, F: 16049389) whom he
married 24 Dec 1907 in Gibson Co. TN. Joel is buried in Mount Olive Cemetery, Dyer,
Gibson TN. F: 16049386

Steven Robert (Tebie) Rains, Aug 1889 (1900 census) — Listed as Robert S., age 20, in the
1910 census.

Mary Pearl Rains Myers Kelley, 1892 TN or May 1893 in 1900 census or 23 May 1897 Gibson
Co. TN on her delayed TN birth record - ? . Listed as Mrs. Pearl Myers of Pine Knott CAin her
father’s Nov 1929 obituary. Cannot locate a city named “Pine Knott CA.” It appearsto be a
recreational area near Big Bear Lake, near San Bernardino CA. — She is not mentioned in
her brother Joel’s Jun 1939 obituary. - In her brother George’s Apr 1943 obituary, his sister
Pearl Kelley resides in Salt Lake City UT. — Not mentioned in her sister Emma’s Aug 1973
obituary.
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e George Noah (G.N.) Rains, 20 Mar 1898 Dyer, Gibson TN -4 Apr 1943 Garland Co. AR.
Listed as G.N. Raines of Memphis TN in his mother’s Oct 1924 obituary & as G.N. Rains of
Memphis TN in his father’s Nov 1929 obituary. — Husband of Ava Lou Johnson Rains, later
Hoegemann (1901-1957) whom he married 3 Dec 1921 in Madison Co. TN.

e Whois Mrs. M.L. Hamilton of Los Angeles CA in her mother’s Oct 1924 obituary? She is not
Emma, Alyce, Cora or Willie. Is it Pearl?

Notes:
Pre-war:
Wartime:
Post-war:
Obituary:

"Jackson (TN) Sun" 12 May 1936 p 5 - "Dyer Resident is Killed in Kansas" - the man killed in
Leavenworth KS on 11 May [10 May on headstone app) was identified today as James R. Rains, age
41, Dyer TN, a WWI veteran who was an inmate of the veterans’ home in Leavenworth. Survived by
sister Mrs. M.P. McDaniel (Memphis TN) & brother Joe C. Rains (Kenton TN)

Social Security number:
Censuses:

1900 Civil District 8, Gibson Co. TN

William Rains, 47 TN, Jul 1852, parents b. TN, married 27 years, farmer
Martha, 45 TN, Dec 1854, parents b. TN, gave birth to 10 children, 10 are living [but 9 are
named]

Emma, 23 TN, Jul 1876, teacher in school

Alice, 21 TN, Jun 1879, at school

Willie, 17 TN, Jun 1882, at school [daughter]

Cora, 16 TN, May 1884, at school

Joel, 14 TN, May 1886, at school

Tebie, 10 TN, Aug 1889, at school

Pearl, 7 TN, May 1893, at school

James, 5TN, Jan 1895

Nooe, 2 TN, Mar 1898

1910 Dyer, Gibson TN
Francis M. RAINER, 58 TN, parents b. TN, married 37 years, farmer, general farm
Martha A., 56 TN, parents b. TN, gave birth to 11 children, 10 are living
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Willie, 28 TN, saleslady, dry goods
RobertS., 20 TN, farm laborer, farmer
MaryP., 177 TN

James R., 15TN

George N., 12TN

1920 Dyer, Gibson TN

Francis M. RAINES, 66 TN, parents b. TN, farmer, general farm
Marth A., 66 TN, parents b. TN

Pearl, 27 TN, nurse, hospital

JimR., 25 TN, inspector, lumber

Noah, 21 TN, presser, pressing shop

& roomer Louise Shultz, 67 Ml, widow, father b. NY, mother b. Ml

1930 Woodville, Wilkinson MS

James R. Rains, 35 TN, single, parents b. TN, inspector, lumber

Rooming with:

Henry A. Shelton & his wife Clarence L. Shelton, their 2 daughters & 2 sons



