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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Risley, William Walter 
1889 CA – 1983 CA 
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William Walter Risley – Left: “San Francisco Examiner” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – Right: “San Francisco 

Examiner” 5 Mar 1918 p 3 
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There were more than a handful of survivors alive - “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 5 Feb 1968 p 15 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/477728604/?terms=%22walter%20risley%22&match

=1 
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Believe this is him - William Walter Risley at far right – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 12 Apr 1951 

p 27 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQGJ-X2ZM 

 
 
 
 

 
“Alameda (CA) Daily Times” Saturday 26 Jul 1902 p 3 
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“San Francisco Chronicle” Friday 1 Aug 1902 p 7 
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“Alameda (CA) Daily Argus” Friday 11 Nov 1904 p 1 
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Baseball injury on the team of brothers Earl & Walter Risley – “San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 2 

Dec 1905 p 3 
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“Alameda (CA) Daily Argus” Tuesday 24 Mar 1908 p 8 
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Excerpt: 

 
“San Francisco Call” Friday 6 Nov 1908 p 5 

 

 
Excerpt: 
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“Alameda (CA) Evening Times-Star & Alameda Daily Argus” Monday 29 Aug 1910 p 6 

 

 
“Alameda (CA) Evening Times-Star & Alameda Daily Argus” Thursday 3 Nov 1910 p 8 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 19 Jun 1912 p 15 

 

 
Excerpt: 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 4 Mar 1918 p 9 
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“St. Helena (CA) Star” Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 2 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 30 Jun 1918 p 31 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 16 Jul 1918 p 6 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 17 Nov 1918 p 23 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Saturday 14 Jun 1919 p 3 
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“Rochester (NY) Democrat & Chronicle” Thursday 20 Feb 1936 p 19 

 
 

 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 8 Feb 1940 p 14 
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Wife: 
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Marriage of William Walter Risley on 22 Sep 1929 in Alameda Co. CA to Mona Lillian Goodyear – 

Mulholland, indicating her birth was ca. 1899 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryId=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd

21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryId=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryId=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryId=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1653767:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_phsrc=h

FB49644&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2140000:2545 

 
 

 
Death of Mona Lillian Goodyear Mulholland’s mother Anna – “Chicago Tribune” Tuesday 17 Oct 

1922 p 25 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1653767:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_phsrc=hFB49644&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1653767:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_phsrc=hFB49644&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1653767:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_phsrc=hFB49644&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2140000:2545
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Obituary of Mona Lillian Goodyear’s 1st husband, James Albert Mulholland – “Gardena (CA) Valley 

News & Gardena Tribune” Sunday 29 Jan 1961 p 10 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 15 Sep 1920 p 13 

 

 
Obituary of Mona Lillian Thompson Mulholland Risley – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 29 Jun 

1955 p 51 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Jane Risley – instead of “daughter,” Mona Risley is her daughter-in-law 

(William’s wife) -  “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 17 Nov 1943 p 31 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/147817228/?terms=risley%20mona%20william&mat

ch=1 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of brother Louis R. Risley (1879-1886) – “Napa (CA) Weekly Journal” Thursday 21 Oct 1886 

p 3 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/147817228/?terms=risley%20mona%20william&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/147817228/?terms=risley%20mona%20william&match=1
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This article says Louis died at age 7 years, 2 months, 17 days - “Sacramento (CA) Record-Union” 

Saturday 16 Oct 1886 p 8 
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Brother Clayton Earl Risley (1887-1967) at right – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 22 Oct 1942 p 

14 
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Obituary of brother Clayton Earl Risley – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 19 Oct 1967 p 22 
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Marriage of Clayton Earl Risley to Marguerite Thompson Russell on 21 Sep 1920 in Alameda Co. CA 

- https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8797/images/42292_1020601537_1324-
00333?pId=2103602 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8797/images/42292_1020601537_1324-00333?pId=2103602
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8797/images/42292_1020601537_1324-00333?pId=2103602
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Marriage of Clayton Earl Risley & Marguerite Josephine Thompson Russell – “San Francisco 

Chronicle” Sunday 26 Sep 1920 p 3 
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Clayton Earl Risley was not the uncle of twins Joanne & Joseph Edwards, but the ex-husband of 

their mother Marguerite Edward – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 10 May 1938 p 17 
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Obituary of Marguerite Thompson, whose obituary uses the surname of Risley – “Santa Cruz (CA) 

Sentinel” Tueday 15 Jan 1957 p 14 
              
 
Name:  William Walter Risley 
Name variations:  Walter Risley (likely because he & his father shared the same 1st name, 
William)  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,632 
Entered service from: Alameda, Alameda CA   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William W. Risley 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Jane Risley, 1304 Pearl St., Alameda CA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Walter W. Risley 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Jane Risley, 1304 Pearl St., Alameda CA 
(wagoner, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as William Walter Risley - b. 29 Sep 1888 Alameda 
CA; res:  1304 Pearl St., Alameda, Alameda CA. Response to question if married or single: 
“no” – pressman for the “Examiner” at 3rd & Market St., San Francisco CA. Medium height & 
build. 
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Walter Risley -0 b.29 Sep 1889 Alameda 
CA; res: 2716 Fruitvale Ave., Oakland, Alameda CA. NOK Mrs. Jane Risley, 1304 Pearl St., 
Alameda CA [his mother]. Employed at US Naval Hospital, Oak Knoll, Mountain Blvd., 
Oakland CA. Height: 5’8” – 180 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  6 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  1304 Pearl St., Alameda CA 
Rank/unit:   wagoner, 17th Co., 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 29 Sep 1889 Alameda, Alameda CA  
Died: 13 Sep 1983 Sunnyvale, Santa Clara Co. CA    
Find A Grave record: 243354627 (created 8 Sep 2022) – presence on Tuscania indicated in 
text 
Burial location:  unknown 
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William Somers Risley, Apr 1851 Campbell Co. KY – 19 May 1918 Alameda Co. CA. 
Son of Hezediah Risley & Mary E. Rust. Died while William was at war. Buried in Chapel of 
Memories Columbarium, Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Find A Grave:  176676043 
 
Mother: Jane (“Jennie”) Plankinton (Plankington/Plankerton) Risley, 25 Oct 1859 WV – 14 
Nov 1943 Alameda Co. CA. Daughter of Eli Plainkton (1815-1889, F: 35667342) & Catherine 
Culp (1830-1893, F: 35667189). Survived by sons Earl (at whose home she died) & Walter 
(Alameda CA) & daughter [sic/daughter-in-law] Mona (Alameda CA). Obituary in “Oakland 
(CA) Tribune" 17 Nov 1943 p 31. Buried in Chapel of Memories Columbarium, Oakland, 
Alameda CA. 
Find A Grave:  176676102 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Sep 1878 Napa Co. CA. William Somers Risley was age 27 & Jennie 
Plankington was age 18. 
 
Spouse: Mona Lillian Goodyear Mulholland Risley, 3 Mar 1892 Chicago, Cook IL – 26 Jun 
1955 Alameda Co. CA.  Daughter of Peter J. Goodyear (1860-1925) & Annabelle Marie 
Hoefling (1860-1922). She is born as Lilly Goodyear in Chicago, Cook IL on 3 Mar 1892 
(Chicago IL birth record). Her age in the 1900 Chicago, Cook IL census is age 8, born Mar 
1892. In the 1910 census, she is age 18. – As Lillian E. Goodyear, age 22 (again indicating a 
birth year ca. 1892), she marries James A. Mulholland on 30 Nov 1914 in Oak Forest, Cook 
IL. James Alfred Mulholland, SSN 563-10-1279, b. 7 Feb 1890 IL, d. 20 Jan 1961 Los Angeles 
Co. CA, was the son of Bernard & May A. Mulholland. He reported on his 1917 WWI draft 
registration that he was a pressman for the “Chicago Examiner” & had a dependent wife. In 
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the 1920 census, James Mulholland (29) & wife Lillian (26) also have his mother & sister 
living with them on Sangamon in Chicago, Cook IL. James is buried in Green Hills Memorial 
Park, Rancho Palos Verdes, Los Angeles CA, F: 71421158. - When she comes to CA, she 
has become Mona & indicates a birth year of 1899 on her marriage license with William 
Risley. – Her CA death record reports a birth date of 3 Mar 1895.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 22 Sep 1929 in Alameda Co. CA. Mona Mulholland, age 30, b. IL 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: his mother reported in the 1900 census that she had given birth to 3 children, 2 of 
whom were living. Clayton Earl & William Walter were listed. 

• Louis R. (“Lou”) Risley, 23 Jul 1879 CA – 10 Oct 1886 Calistoga, Napa CA. Listed as 11 
months old, b. Jul 1879 CA, in the 1880 census for St. Helena, Napa CA. Died at age 7 years, 
2 months, 17 days of brain fever. Buried in St. Helena Cemetery, St. Helena, Napa CA. F: 
48253100 

• Clayton Earl Risley, 7 Feb 1887 Pasadena, Los Angeles CA – 17 Oct 1967 Alameda Co. CA. 
He frequently used the name Earl Risley earlier in his life. In 1917, when he registered for 
the WWI draft, he was a carpenter for the Claremont Hotel – Married 21 Sep 1920 in 
Alameda Co. CA to Marguerite Josephine Thompson Russell, the daughter of Charles Emil 
Thompson & Mary E. Tierney.  By her 1st marriage to William Jack Russell (1879-1963), she 
had 2 children: Dorothy (1913) & John (1915). She was divorced at the time of her marriage 
to Risley. Clayton & Marguerite had 1 child: Clayton Earle Risley Jr. (1922 CA – 2002 CA).  
After her marriage to Clayton, Marguerite married a man named Edwards & had 2 children, 
twins Joanne & Joseph Edwards, b. 1 Jan 1935 Alameda Co. CA. Her 4th marriage was to a 
Clifford. Her 5th marriage was to her step-cousin Bertram M. Mohr (1907-1970).  She is 
buried as Marguerite Josephine Thompson (1893 CA – 1957 CA, F: 105780027) in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA.  Clayton & Marguerite divorce by 1930. – 
Clayton’s burial location is unknown. F: 211706441 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Oakland (CA) Tribune" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - resident of Alameda CA. First went to Ft. 
McDowell, then to Washington DC. On his way across the country, a bridge collapsed just 
after his train crossed, then there was a big military fire a short distance away, then 
torpedoed on Tuscania. Originally a carpenter, for the past several years he was a 
pressman on a San Francisco newspaper & an auto mechanic. He took up auto work after 
he registered for the draft. His brother Earl is in the US Navy reserve & not yet called up. 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – photo 
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"San Francisco Examiner" 5 Mar 1918 p 3 - letter to parents Mr. & Mrs. W.S. Risley, 1302 
Pearl St., dated 9 Feb 1918. Had cabled & sent letter 6 Feb 1918. Story about returning to 
boat to tie ropes for lifting to almost-dead soldier  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 104-09-7786 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 St. Helena, Napa CA – some of the data is obscured by tape, which has turned black 
W. Somers Risley, 29 KY, father b. PA, mother b. OH, carpenter [indexed as Louis W. but 
misread] 
Jannie, 20 WV, father b. DE, mother b. PA, housekeeper 
Louis R., 11 months CA, b. July  
 
1900 Township 5, Tuolumne CA 
William S. Risley, 49 KY, Apr 1851, father b. NJ, mother b. OH, married 21 years, builder & 
contractor 
Jane, 40 WV, Oct 1859, parents b. PA, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living 
Clayton Earl, 13 CA, Feb 1887, at school 
William W., 10 CA, Sep 1889, at school 
 
1910 Alameda, Alameda CA – 1304 Pearl St. 
William S. Risley, 58 KY, father b. NJ, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 32 years, 
contractor & builder, house 
Jane, 50 WV, father b. DE, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living 
Clayton E., 23 CA, single, carpenter 
William W., 20 CA, single, carpenter 
 
1920 Alameda, Alameda CA – 1304 Pearl St. 
Jane Risley, 60 WV, widow, father b. DE, mother b. PA 
Clayton E., 32 CA, single, father b. KY, mother b. WV, carpenter, house 
William W., 30 CA, single, father b. KY, mother b. WV, pattern maker, ship yard 
 
1930 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 328 N. Church St. Apt. 115 
Walter Risley, 40 CA, age 39 at 1st marriage, manager assistant, theater, WWI veteran 
Mona, 32 IL, father b. KY, mother b. Germany 
 
1940 Oakland, Alameda CA – 2716 Fruitvale Ave. – in 1935 in Rochester NY 
Walter Risley, 50 CA, salesman, realty company 
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Mona, 41 IL 
 
1950 Oakland, Alameda CA. – 2716 Fruitvale Ave. 
Walter W. Risley, 60 CA, housing project manager, city housing project 
Mona L., 55 IL 
 
 


