DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Risley, William Walter
1889 CA-1983 CA



William Walter Risley — Left: “San Francisco Examiner” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 — Right: “San Francisco
Examiner” 5Mar 1918 p 3



50 Years Ago-a Black Day

By LLO¥D BOLES cania in the center of & con-
It was dusk off the north voy, flanked by destroyers
coast of Ireland 5 years ago and gunboats n
today and Capt. Wilhelm Mey- “My bands trembled as 1 .~
er, skipper of the German mﬂhdﬂﬁglm
submarine U-77, shrugged in because | knew If we stayed
His submarine with its would be rammed and sunk,"
mmumm Meyer recalled . w—r—a
Ireland several weeks “Suddenly, a vague, ghoftly Mon,, Feb.5, 1968 Ex
and had not spotted an enemy shadow crept across the sight- s 19
craft worthy of sinking. ing mirror. Then atop this
He took one last squint in shadow appeared the outline the Bay Area with the 20th
the eyepiece of the periscope of a smokestack. | recognized Engineers The crew was
glﬂlmdmﬂﬂ- this shadow as the largest British Two hundred twenty
time was 5:50 p.m. Feb Lransport. B sersoss disd
5, 8. . 1 immediately ordered two T: Tusconia: & LA
With great surprise,” he torpedoes fired. It was then Cunard | l:rh.loA}nef:ﬂ
was 1o tell a reunion of the 7:40 p.m. The crew listened in L IRt vis e B
survivors of the American suspense for several minutes {’J’s "'b':w
troopehip Tuscania 1S years Then a terrific detonation told U5 1roopship lo be lorpedoec
later, I spotted an enormous us we had hit our target and sunk by a n ‘
wu:'m" s l\;’;‘m m';nnctmmAmn al
on the for Eng- - S
He turned the U-77 toward land. More than 100 were though at war with Germany
the smoke and found the Tus- from California, a score from 10 months, was one of stunned

disbelief



While the U-boats had been
ravaging Allled shipping for
four yesdrs with devastaling
results, no one, It appeared
believed it could happen to an
American troopshig

There were wild rumors
that the British crew shirked
its duty and abandoned ship
leaving the Americans to fend
for themseives This was dis
proved

For the remainder of the
war and for another |5 years
there were hol accusations In
Washington that the Tuscania
was sunk as the result of an
elaborate spy piot which
guided the U.77 1o the precise
spol of contact on that chi
winter day

It wasn't until g Usboal
Kipper, who was inviled 10
he reunion. disclosed 1o the W. WALTER RISLEY
world that his spotting the Peruses old album

America lost its first troop ship 50 years ago today
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“"We called subs ‘divers’ in
those days hecause, wel,
that's what they were" re
called Risley, a retired Oak-

lund Authority offs
clal who plays goll three
duys a week.

"l was just going down 1o
the mess hall 1o eat when the

torpedo struck The ship
lurched

I rushed to a hatch leading
10 the engine room. | saw wa-
ter running in, and everybody
started topside

“The lights went out, and |
made my way to my lleboal
station where | had charge of
a lifeboat. There were sup-
posed 1o be only 12 in 1t, but
at least 38 men were jammed
n

“I's A wonder the rope
didn t break. A buddy of mine
helped me lower the hoat into
the water and then we shin-
nied down the ropes into it

“Four hours later we were
picked up by a Britush trawler
and taken to the Itle village
of Larne, on the north coast of
Ireland. where the people wel-
comed 1*s with open hearts

Risley suid he communi
valed by muil for 35 vears
With men he knew on the ship

There were rﬁbre ‘than .a'handful of survivors alive - “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 5 Feb 1968 p 15
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/477728604/?terms=%22walter%20risley%22&match
=1
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Lin Lueddeke (left), assistant chief warden of the Oakiand |
Civil Defense Council examines map with these managers
of Oakiand Housing Authority projects (left to right) James |
A. DePacll. Eugene L McGraw and Waller W, Risley, who |
have recruited 737 block wardens,

Believe this is him - William Walter Risley at far right — “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 12 Apr 1951
p 27



WALTER RISLEY MEETS |
WITH AN ACCIDENT.

Walter Risley, nged 12 yeaurs, whose
home s ou Eoclonl savenue east of
High street, fell from the narrowgauge
trestle this week and disloeated his left
elbow, He was about to go in swime-
wing when the acoident happened,

—

“Alameda (CA) Daily Times” Saturday 26 Jul 1902 p 3



MAY BE SKULL
OF LOST WOMAN

Skeleton While They
Are at Play.

ALAMEDA, July3l.—Willie Anderson,
Walter Risley and other boys who were
in bathing at the East End, in digging
AWAY the bank on the bay shore at the
eastern erd of Central avenue thisl
afternoon. uncovered a human skull. |
They made a plaything of it, using It |
as a footrt ]l

The Anderson boy, who Is about 12
yvears old, 18 a son of Patrolman Ander-
son of the locu: police force, and told
his father of ‘he boys' discovery. He
was told to notify Deputy Coroner
Fowler, and when he did so the latter
advised him to get a newspaper reporter
to Investigate the uncovering of the'
human remains. It was not until this
evening that tne news of the discovery
of young Risley and Anderson leaked
out. To-morrow the spot will be visited
to try torecover the rest of the skeleton, '




the discovery of which may reveal a
murder.

The boys say the skull was that of a
woman, and base thelr bellef on the ap-
pearance of the teeth, some of which,
they say, had silver fillings. The boys
did not se«k to discover more bones,
which may be reposing Iin the bank of
earth. .

The =pot where the skull was found

is not fur from the house of Patrick

neefl | whose wife disappeared from her
home ons morning «bout two ycars ago
under susplcious circumstances, after
having a quarrel with her husband.
Keefe was suspected of having made

WAy with the woman., While the beach |

was nearer his house than the spot
where the sk was found, It is not im-
possible that further Investigation may

bring to light the remains of Mrs. Keefe,
The mystery w g never cleared up, and |

after being interrogated and having his
children placed In the charge of Mrs
Prescott of the Humane Soclety, Keefs
disappeared from Alameda and has
never since been seen,

“San Francisco C_hr:)nicle” Friday 1 Aug 1902 p 7
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“Alameda (CA) Daily Argus” Friday 11 Nov 1904 p 1
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Roy Bolp, a member of the sume team us
young French, sald that the latter's bard
playing, and the fact that be, being Ao best
player, was called on most frequently 1o
exocute the plays, was exposed the most,
accounted for his injury,

“Milton French was the best player wo
had,” he sald, “and we sent him in the
oftenest when It was necessary to make
gains, He was lald out several times dur-
fng the game, before the time when he re-
celved the injury from which he is now
suffering. Twice he had to take the count,
He has always been n hard player, fear-
less, and never thinking of his own safety,
1 do not think there was any spite work
on the part of any of the players,”

Playing on the same team as Miiton
¥rench were: Earl Risley, Walter Risley,
Harry Wilbur, Henry Rheinbold, Herbert
Postel, ¥#red Knule, Roy Bolp, Walter
(leves, Frank Cleves, Charles Rheinhold,

r Opposing him were: Lorne Hendry, Wil-
fred Kues, Russel Searle, Joseph Bruzzone,
Spencer Brush, Elmo Culvert, Ed Duncan,
Frank McNutt, Edmund McCauley, Albert
Wilbur, Ira Rader.

Baseball injury on the team of brothers Earl & Walter Risley — “San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 2
Dec1905p 3
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“Alameda (CA) Daily Argus” Tuesday 24 Mar 1908 p 8
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Excerpt:

“San Francisco Call’ Friday 6 Nov 1908 p 5 '

LASH'S BITTERS GET AWAY WITH
240 GAME AT LINCOLN
PARK SUNDAY.

-

Excerpt:
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“Alameda (CA) Evening Times-Star & Alameda Daily Argus” Thursday 3 Nov 1910 p 8



15

ley, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 8. Risley
(1304 Pearl street, Alameda.

“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 19Jun 1912 p 15

s

CALIFRNA
MEN WERE O
HE TIEA

Excerpt:
The Alamedans are: Walter S. R

Charles C. Manley, brother of
Manley, 1201 High street, Alameda.

Second Lieutenant Frank L. Mak
of Oakland, with the engineer
serves, 18 reported In the officlal 1
as firgt of the survivors landed,

- mes w4 e -

“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 4Mar1918p 9
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'WAS ABROAD TUSCANIA.

Walter Risley Sarvived the Recent
Sinking of Transport.

Some of the readers of the Star will
remember Summers Lisley who resided
in St. Helena many yoars ago, but who,
with his family has mude his home in
Alamoda for over thirty years, Mr.
Risley's two sons, Walter and Earl are
in the service of Unele Sum, the former
in the srmy and the lutter in the nuvy
Walter wus on bounrd the Tuseanin, the
transport thut was recently sunk by «
Germun submarine.  His  name was
first published among those drowned,

was in Ireland safe. Later they re-
ceived a letter from “‘somewhere in
Ireland,”’ dated February 9th, and it
was published in the Sah Francisco
Examiner Tuesday. Walter Risley is »
cousin of Everett Risley, of St. Helena,

8 who is @l2o in the service of Upecle Sum.

The letter follows:

I
Somewhere in Irelar d
February 9.
Dear Mother:

[ don't know if vou have receivid
my cublegram and the line I dropped
you about three davs ago, but hope
this will reach vou. 1 don't really
know how to  write, evervthing i
cenwored, but will leave it to the board.

Aftur we left the States we  joined a
number of other houts and as some of
thure were slow we had to poke along |
't tiresome rate, und  you know a
troup ship s not the most comfortable
to travel in, ¢

Last Tuesduy evening overybody wus
Lin good spivits beenuse our  journey's
Send was womatter of hours.  Then the
Auwful ernsh eame, and will never be
orgotton; everything was in darkness
hecause the shat hit our engine room,
but in whout ten minates weo hud lights, |
toperated by a gas engine for that pur-

but later the parents were overjoyed
upon receiving a cablegram that he

e,
We had all been previously assigned
“to hife  bouts, but you can imagine
everyhody with death staring them in
| ]lhu fuce, und the result was thut the
Uhonts were tipped over and broken,

On Lookout Duty.

The boat | had been assignhd to, and
‘also to tuke churge of, was on the top
Ideck, fifty feet sbove the water, At
the time of the crash I was doing diver
lookout duty, and by the time 1 made
‘my way to my lifechoal, it contained
cabout Bl men and all standing; they
were waiting for somebody to swing
the davits over and lower it. Well,
twith the help of a pal of mine, wh0|
calso knew a little about boats, we low-
“ered safely to the water and then slid
down the rope and cast off.  You can
see what work we had as only 12 men

are supposed to be lowered i oone of
Ethose Hife bonts, and the others slid
down w0 God must bave bheen with us

|

|

Lo make those ropes hold,
LT VDN PR Y J D e P



[ W deiftod peound for Four hours in o
rough ven, but finally wore picked up
by w trawler, and that was the hardest
by of  wdl; to tey and get abivond her in

fauch n rough sea without  smashing

four bouts und losing our  lives, Of
lc-uurn(-. lucky me, was st abrowd the

[tenwler; but after all the rest but noe
wns oul, and being o eharge, 1T was
elected to baek in again and tie a rope
around a fellow who was about dead,
#o he eould be hualod oot,

Aboul six hours” ride in the trawler
brought us to w Htthe town o Teehod
and the people were all up and waiting
on us hand and foot. You eannot praise
the Irish people enough, as every hour
of the day during our stay in the town
thoy wore having lunches and socinls
for us,

Irish Hospitality.

If you would be walking along the
street alone, they would grab yvou and
tuke you to their homes to Gl you up.
This being the first Amervican lrmmshlp
to be divered, 1t seems to he great hanor
Lo them to care for ns. A great many
of the boys were thinly-clad and were
vigged out in all Kinds of styles,

About three days of this hospitality,
then they moved us down the coust
nhout forty miles to % convaleseent
eamp, where the Scotch®boys came to
rest up and heal their wounds.  Here

we were joined by the rest of our boys
The Seoteh Inds are |

who were snved,

a great buneh, and will give the shirts | ™"] {ilink tomorrow we will move over
off their backs and wre always veady 10 x| o England and then be outfitted again,

trent. By some of the experiences und |
stories they tell, our boys woing into ™

If they don’t make better time giving
us clothes this time, the war will be

the trenches arve in for a busy Uﬂll'.lo over before we et outfitted. 1 am

Some of the Scoteh fellows have been

wounded five to eight times,

Ind;zreut sight to see us they all wear
ties,

| | feeling fine and no worse for my ex-
They are *

periences,  All of my friends but four

|I-‘ are heve, 1 feel I'm pretty lucky.

“St. Helena (CA) Star” Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 2
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HARDSHIPS" I
\AMY NOT SOBAD

ALAMEDA, June 20, — A big crop of
war letters from France for California
relntives of Americans “over there'” are
rived yesterday and today, evidently bee
Ing brought across the Atlantic In a huge
mass The *Mitehell Girls™  Walter
Risley, & soldler god-son of a young Al %
meda mald who dec ines the usa of hes

namé® for print, gnd many others repore
legers  from ance, The Alameds

‘s rod-m writes:

“I think & few particulars of our dally
life here will give you an ea of what
we are up sgeinst. Wee are At present
quartered In one of the most beautiful
parts of France, in fact, we have been in
this district ever since we came to this
country. We hgve always had what we
wanted to eat up 1o the present time. *
i L If we want we can buy choice eats, such
) lax omelettes made of chicken or anyes
_|thing that the world famous French .
v ‘ peasant women cooks know how to pre-

p | pare. We also have our choice of white
ijlor red winew of France to drink with
al our meals that we buy outside of
| eamp. The French host never thinks of
anybody ever drinking anything but wine.

“Another great hardship here s prome-
nading on beautiful summer evenings
with the French mademoiselles. It is
not terribe (o be a soldler of . Uncle Sam
in France. 1 have heen in constructio
campsa in the U. 8 where conditions hav
been ten times worse
a “At any time now we may move righil
into the thick of the fight, but I think
® | that It §s highly fmprorable’

- — ——

“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 30 Jun 1918 p 31
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Walter ﬁlsley writeg from France ot:
trips he Is making from time to time .
during spare time from his work with
un engineering iment working In
the French fosests. He had just recelved
news of the death of his father several
weeks ago when he wrote to his mota-

er,

“Oakland (C.);A) Tribune” Tuesday 16 Jul 1918 p 6
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 17 Nov 1918 p 23
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William Walter Risley, who has
mannged the RKO Temple here
for three yonrs, will suceed My, |
Golden as manager of the RKO’
Palace Saturday. He has a varied
ecareer In the theater business, His
home was in Oakiand, Calif., and
he entered the employ of the
Golden State Theatrieal Corpora-
tion's maintenance and constrics
tion department In San Franciseo,
Then Mr Risley became ldentified
with the management of the Pal-
nce and the Riverside theaters in
- Milwaukee, and from thera he
went to the management of the
Palace in Rockford, 1. He came
ta the Temple here from the man-
agement  of  the Orpheum in
Springfield, 11,
| Succeeding Mr. Risley at the
RKO Temple as manager will be
i(.'harlrn Freeman, who has servod
AN assistant manager at the RKO
Palace for seven years. A native
Syracusan, he was assistant man-
ager of the RKO Keith thers for
two years, Mr, Freeman gained
previous experience in other Syra-
cuse houses,
I With the apening of the new
Astaire-Rogers pieture on the RKO
Palace  sereen  Friday, Feb, 28,
vaudeville will be omitted from
the program of that house. |

- . i
“Rochester (NY) Democrat & Chronicle” Thursday 20 Feb 1936 p 19

CARTER ENDORSED |

Headquarters for Congressman
Albert E. Carter announce the or-
ganization of two neighborhood
clubs to assist in the re-election
campaign. o\

Jack Vanderkar heads the club in
the Fruitvale and Foothill Boule-
vard section. Other officers are
William W. Risley, W. J. McCon-
aughy, James Stanfield, Herbert
Henkel and Henry Sweet.
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 8 Feb 1940 p 14
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Wife:

William Walter Risley

in the California, U.S., Marriage Records from Select Counties, 1850-1941

Marme:  William Walter Risley
Gender  Mala
Birthvear:  albt 1890
Birth Place:  California
Race:  White
Marriage Age: 39
Residence Place: 1304 Pearl 51, Alameda
Marriage Date: 22 Sep 1929
Marriage Place:  Alameda, California, USA
Father:  William = Risley
Mather:  Jane Plankerton
Spouse:  Mona Moelholland
Spouse Gendar  Female
Spouse Rzce:  White
Spouse Marriage Age: 30
Spouse Birth Place:  llingis
Spouse Residence Place:  Burlingame
Spouse Father  Peter Goodyear

Spousa Mother:  Annabelle Hoefling
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Marriage License 395
County Of A[ameda } This license authorizes, within the County of Alameda, State of California, the marriage
State of alifornia 2
% A((‘[m ;«é&/ L2 % .............. i1y color or race
,)ff) ....... , @ nalive of {‘5' UJ,/,,-.,A‘A aged.....,.,.s..ff _.......years, a‘midcn! of....éﬂ.ﬁ.&xmm.{..
Counly ol V"‘f "’w’iw—{f@ A State of. s ":,/J’W@ and

& )’144442/ V2 :e u—%::m‘féawd ........ , color or race

,4%"144.5 a native of.... C.} 3"& VT S S G ageJ o G2 pears, aresident of ... W‘V
County of . g )/z. AL, /1 Z 175” State of ... o P e

Fu Witness HWhereof, 1 have kereunto set my hand, und uﬁud the Scal of d:ﬁupcn’or Court of the State of California,

in and for the County of Alameda, this.. .. /f day of....... <%/L$_ lere s 922
(SeAL) e g o (S gages O
COUMTY CLEQK ©F THE COUNTY OF ALANEDA AND CX-OITI0IO GLENK OF THE W oo OF THE STATE APORMIA, BN AND A THE COUNTY SF ALAMEGA,
B o 9V (el e

Marriane (lirrtiﬁmtr

Stafe nf OIalifnmta,}& e .
@m of Alameda

I HEREBY CERTIFY that | am. 2 Hcanctads ;Zpgf;f;(/ 74—:/4'

a resident of
State of California, and

County of L /(/ e teda . , Stale of California, were present as wilnesses of said ceremony.
;_o %f"ded for Bn Witness Wherenf, I have hereunto set my hand this

T — 5’/7 ...... day of.. ,C?.‘f ‘%‘(}’W 192.2..

e

Aumw
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arooMm BRIDE ‘
e ’2 cLonlt / !
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—7'{\2/{.4 Vel .[(.,\«77, o :\
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(b) (Ze-nd M-o d‘ -d-nuy (b) Gonenal namees of inlmq %
Vhcun Emplored. fof smplere:) ”.JIZ & oCide </.___£,J,, .......... » e e A g
HANE OF MAME OF
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wwonnen - i Ve : OF HOTHER 2y A 5 7
z(/‘(/“ R {S110 e Country) Yot L {Sute or Comatry)

Maiden Nulo o’ Qho Bride/ if She Was anlamly Married

WE, the groom and, bride mmcd m ZE/«”’”EW' here ccyr/y that the m]gvmamm given therein is corroct, o ! the best of our knowledge ‘

and belief. ... f uu&«uu aL,Lu Groom....2./. i g, ///Lc («M: oL Ud/pw Bride.
ﬁ OF/ PERSON rzn.ronm? \/cnmow ‘
I HEREBY CERTIFY ... L el Lschitritd.. B/ P WA L AN b

. / P
l and / Ltraaads... ///L. s bt Mb‘( o e were joined in marriage by me ‘
in accordance wxlh lhc laws of lhe Slalc of Cahfomm. al... $I«‘w,‘:vlf‘~r4{’éa"
| this..... ) (.}.“:’,.day of A5z A-A....‘..A’..‘f’-:’.’..‘..fn.‘.’.’.',g) Z Signalure of = g L ‘ A // ” /
| Slgnalure of M 14 } 7, z‘”wﬂ_i_v Person performing z L2, &);/77:.&./75 .......................
Wilness to the » Hhaclbirns the Ceremony 5 ‘
i S e Offcil Posiion X 0.2 8. I Za, itanis (Lot

7
Rcsufcncc 18 P‘( gt L eeteth:
Filed.£. G R, /’f 192

Residence...

Regulrar ( é;u::ly Rcuu du ) ..............

Fasu 116G 10 Brs. §-20

Marrlage of William Walter Risley on 22 Sep 1929 in Alameda Co. CA to Mona Lillian Goodyear -
Mulholland, indicating her birth was ca. 1899 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryld=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd
21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource

Lillian E. Goodyear
in the Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Marriages Index, 18711920
Mame: Lillian E. Goodyear
Age: 22
Gender: Female
Birth vear:  abt 1892
Marriage Type:  Marriage
Marriage Date: 30 Nov 1914
Marriage Plzce:  Oak Forest, Cock, lllinois
Spouse Mame:  James A. Mulholland
Spouse Age: 24
Spouse Gander:  Mals
FHL Film Number: 1030586


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryId=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryId=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92522:8797?tid=38051045&pid=29349668503&queryId=a76f8706f87605741ff6b0bd21d5e8d7&_phsrc=hFB49634&_phstart=successSource

29

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1653767:25567?tid=&pid=&queryld=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_ phsrc=h
FB49644&_ phstart=successSource

Lilly Goodyear

in the Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Birth Certificates Index, 1871-1922

Mame: Lilly Goodyesar
Birth Date: 13 Mar 1852
Birth Plzce:  Chicago, Cook, lllinocis
Ethnicity: American
Gander: Female
Rzce:  Whits
Father: Peter Goodyear
Mother:  Annie Hofling
FHL Film Mumber: 1287737

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2140000:2545
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: Mrs. Lillian Mulholland, Peter, and Hazel,
in numcm.c-l..ou. 11.
Wednesday, 10 a. m., from the
|  of her am Mrs. Lillian M
341 W, 63d-st uu.m.m
! solemn mass will be

requiem high
| o ERRTE

Death of Mona Lillian Goodyear Mulholland’s mother Anna — “Chicago Tribune” Tuesday 17 Oct
1922 p 25
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1653767:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_phsrc=hFB49644&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1653767:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_phsrc=hFB49644&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1653767:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=ed32aefab0f7f1517b02b8a8208972a2&_phsrc=hFB49644&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2140000:2545

30

JAMES MUIHOLLAND

Rosary  was  rvecited  Monday
evening in McCormick Mortuary
for James Albert Mulholland, 70,
of 1602 S Western Ave. Requiem
Mass was  celebrated Tuesday
mormning in St. Anthony of Padua
Church, and graveside service
was conducted by Gardenn Elks
Laodge 1019 at Green Hills Memo-
rinl Purk,

A pressmnn at the Los Angeles |
Examiner for 43 years, Mulhols |
Ihnd worked ot his tade until |
shortly before he entered the hos. |
pita’ lnst December, He  died
January 20, leaving a hreother, |
John A Mulholland of Chicago, l

.
Obituary of Mona Lillian Goodyear’s 1% husband, James Albert Mulholland — “Gardena (CA) Valley
News & Gardena Tribune” Sunday 29 Jan 1961 p 10
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 15 Sep 1920 p 13

PR W WTEAE AW R ¥

RISLEY —-In Oakland, June 38, 1055
y| Mona Lillian, beloved wife of William,
| Walter Risley: sister “of Hazel Ander-
son of San Leandro. Edward and Peter
Goodyear of Florda and Fred Goods
vear of lake Geneva, Wisconsin W
El native of Chicago, 1Ninois. .
Private funeral services were held
Il Tuesdas, June 26th at 130 p.m. ot the
Fiuitvale Chapel of the Clarence N,
Cooper Mortuaries, 1580 Fruitvale Aves
Bl nue. Phone KE llog 3-4114) .

P - aa. P T

Obituary of Mona Lillian Thompson Mulholland Risley - “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 29 Jun
1955 p 51

Mother:
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Funeral Set for
Alameda Woman

A\LAMEDA. N 15 les
{ M Fane Rislev., 85, reside
A I A ¢ IBBE. w ¢ held
] 4 ~ 4
’ > L
| 14 | K Sire
Risi¢ died Sunday at the
’ 11 My » }. | 1. ‘Ii(" }v..
Slree A ve of West Virginia
' i low of the late W
llam S Risleyv, prominent building
col
Sury g are another son. Wal
‘ s d hlet Mona Risley 411
ol A lamed n Risle Della Ko
'\ A D

g. Ure ind a grana
{ { Earl Risley J Navy P
Flight cadet at St Muary's Co IERe

Obituary of mother Jane Risley — instead of “daughter,” Mona Risley is her daughter-in-law
(William’s wife) - “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 17 Nov 1943 p 31 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/147817228/?terms=risley%20mona%20william&mat
ch=1

Siblings:

. Louis Risley, the nine year-old son of
'W. 8. Risley, of Calistoga, died at that
place on Sunday last. The little fellow
had been suffering from disease for some
time past and about ten days ago it took
the form of brain fever which termin-
ated fatally. He was buried in the cem-
etery here on Monday.

Obituary of brother Louis R. Risley (1879-1886) — “Napa (CA) Weekly Journal” Thursday 21 Oct 1886
p3


https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/147817228/?terms=risley%20mona%20william&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/147817228/?terms=risley%20mona%20william&match=1
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: UCIODer 19—MIx. Ditumey LAE PO
of Peter Hockwell, I native of |
g‘onegn.lrehnd,&m 4 months and 11 '
¥&.

[Friends and acquaintances are respectfully in- |
vited to attend the funeral, which will take |
place from her iate residence, Sixth sireet,
between D and E, Suncey aflternoon, October
17w, at 2 o'clock; thence to St. Rose Church,
where funeral services will be held.} vails

Nevada City, October 13—Martha May Pascoe, 6

years, 7 mooths and 19

days.

cmm&. October 10—Louis R. Risley, 7 vears, 2
months and 17 days.

Truckee, Nevada county, Cctober 10—Chailes
Wright, 65 years.

Rocklin, October 6—James Agler, 6 ;eul

Near New England Mills, October 7—Chandler
P. Abbott, 55 years,

This article says Louis died at age 7 years, 2 months, 17 days - “Sacramento (CA) Record-Union”
Saturday 16 Oct 1886 p 8

|

Tt e el
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Oakland Councilman James H. Quinn (center), president of the Alameda County Building
and Construction Trades Council, confers withe Sam Donochue (left), business representa-
tive of the Plumber and Gasfitters Union, and Clayton Earl Risley, business representative
of Carpenters Local No. 36, leaders in the union drive for War Chest funds.

Brother Clayton Earl Risley (1887-1967) at right — “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 22 Oct 1942 p
14
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RISLEY. E., in Oakland, October
17, 1967, ¢ of Clayton E. Risley Jr.
of Sunnyvale, Mrs. Dorothy Sullivan of
Pleasant Hill and John Russell of Oak-
land; brother of Walter Risley of
Alameda; grandfather of Deanna Ris-
ley. Ammherofﬂ\eLovalOrdorof
Moose Lodge No. 324, American Legion
Post No. 9, and member and business
agent of the Carpumrs Union Local
No. 36 of Oakland. A native of Pasade-
na; aged B0 years

Friends are invited 1o attend services
Friday, October 20 at 3 pm. In the
Chapel of ALBERT BROWN MORTU-
ARY, 3476 Piedmont Avenue, Oakland.
Memorials to American Cancer Society
preferred.

Obituary of brother Clayton Earl Risley — “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 19 Oct 1967 p 22
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CountY Of Alameda' ? This license authorizes, within the County of Alameda, State of California, the marriage
State of Califernia s(__ .
O i e i i 8 27 U"':L' VI 2t SO s RS G COLOTION 108
¢ i -
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((Huticzimststan a nalive of....... 2 2 & 2 2 SR aged...<

° County of ... LAt et el \ State of........ A
311 mum&ﬂ Iﬂhrrruf Ihavc hereunto set my hmld amI affixed the Seal of the Supcnar Courl of the State of Cablorma

le ,fl
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Bl . e é R e b A A e
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By..... IV o WD W e & S R L ..Deputy
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that I am‘../.

................................ )‘ )
( 0(/1// (xl ' /((4 / ’b._‘t"(v

were mnu/ in marriage by me on the.....
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%/»,{ (44 L2 i L5 day ofzi ,;,,,;'( 5 198
this 25 . dayof _/w e A D92 50 ? Elxe zf L5 / WLle.
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i) b LT PG
/'}}/Zi{ﬂ ............................... County Recorder. sl
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Marriage of Clayton Earl Risley to Marguerite Thompson Russell on 21 Sep 1920 in Alameda Co. CA
- https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8797/images/42292_1020601537_1324-

00333?pld=2103602



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8797/images/42292_1020601537_1324-00333?pId=2103602
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8797/images/42292_1020601537_1324-00333?pId=2103602
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The wedding of Mrs. Marguerite
Josephine Ruasell and Barl Clayton
Risley tonk place this week at the
nome of the bdride on Buena Vista
avenue and about twenty relatives of
the coupls were present, Rev. Dr
. R, Dille, pastor of the First Melh-
odlst Churech here, performed the

ceremony, which was followed by a
reception and supper. Mrs. C. J.
Walsh attended as matron of honor
at the wedding. The bdride wore a
gown ot flosh colored silk and georg-
ette and carried sn armful of en-
chantress carnations Bhe » =w.
daughter 9of Mr, and Mrs. Charles
Thompaon of this clty. After :'
honeymoon trip the couple will re-
turn here to make thelr home.

A KN LN F AN

Chronicle” Sunday 26 Sep 1920 p 3
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Marriage of Clayton Earl Risley & Marguerite Josephine Thompson Russell - “San Francisco



Accident Spoils
Theater Party

Twins Miss Seeing
‘Snow White’ When
Automobiles Collide

- Joanne and “Jo-Jo" Edward,
S-year-old twiny of Mrs. Marguerite
Edward, of 3516 Mirasol Avenue,
didn't mind mm cuts and brulm

.....

%Wh!h and the Seven
by an automobile accident,
| With their uncles, Clayton E.
Risley, and Milton Thompson, M
on their way to Alameda to
‘the falry tale picture, when the
accident occurred.

At East Fourteenth Street and
22nd Avenue, Risley's machine col- |
lided with one driven by Mrs, Lil- |
lian M., Tanner, 33, of 640 Geneva |
Avenue, San Francisco, police re-

ported,

The twins, instead of going to a
movie, were taken to the Alameda |
County Hospital, where they were
treated for cuts and bruises and
then taken home to be put to bed,

Now they're trying hard to get

well quickly so that they may still
get to see the long-awalited plctuu

Clayton Earl Risley was not the uncle of twins Joanne & Joseph Edwards, but the ex-husband of
their mother Marguerite Edward — “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 10 May 1938 p 17
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ERAL NOTICES_______

|

|  RISLEY (NEE) THOMPSON — In
| Boulder Creek, Calif, January 13,
| 10567, Marguerite Josephine  Risley
(Nee) Thompson, Mother of Dorothy
Sullivan of Walnut Creek, Calif., John
Russell of Oakland, Joanne Rogers of
Santa Cruz and Clavton Risley, 1t
Comdr USN. Joseph Edward of
Boulder Creek Daughter of Mary E
Thompson of Havward, Calif. Sister
of Lester Thompson, Violet MeDon-
nell of Alamega, Milton Thompson of
Napa, Ernest Thompson and Jeanalte
Strachan of Hayward, Virginia Dor-
win of Alameda, Stanlev Thompson
and Myrtle Kelly of San Lorenzo,
Callf.  Also survived by nine grand-
children and five great-grandchil-
dren.  Native of California, aged 63
vears,

Member of St Michael's Catholie
Chureh, Boulder Creek. |
Funeral will be held from the Wes-
sendorf Chapel Wednesday, January
16th, at 8:45 a. m. then to Holy Cross
Church where at 9:00 a requiem mass
will be celebrated.  Recitation of the
Rosary will be in the Mortuary Chap-

el Tuesday evening at 8:00

Interment in Holy Cross Cemetery,
Friends are respectfully invited to
attend. 1-14-12

Obituary of Marguerite Thompson, whose obi:cuary uses the surname of Risley — “Santa Cruz (CA)
Sentinel” Tueday 15Jan 1957 p 14

Name: William Walter Risley

Name variations: Walter Risley (likely because he & his father shared the same 1% name,
William)

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private

Serial number: 250,632

Entered service from: Alameda, Alameda CA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: William W. Risley

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Jane Risley, 1304 Pearl St., Alameda CA

Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Walter W. Risley

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Jane Risley, 1304 Pearl St., Alameda CA
(wagoner, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)

World War | draft registration (1917): as William Walter Risley - b. 29 Sep 1888 Alameda
CA; res: 1304 Pearl St., Alameda, Alameda CA. Response to question if married or single:
“no” — pressman for the “Examiner” at 3" & Market St., San Francisco CA. Medium height &
build.
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World War Il draft registration (1942): as William Walter Risley -0 b.29 Sep 1889 Alameda
CA; res: 2716 Fruitvale Ave., Oakland, Alameda CA. NOK Mrs. Jane Risley, 1304 Pearl St.,
Alameda CA [his mother]. Employed at US Naval Hospital, Oak Knoll, Mountain Blvd.,
Oakland CA. Height: 5’8” - 180 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 6 Dec 1917

Discharged: 12 Jun 1919

Address: 1304 Pearl St., Alameda CA
Rank/unit: wagoner, 17* Co., 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 29 Sep 1889 Alameda, Alameda CA

Died: 13 Sep 1983 Sunnyvale, Santa Clara Co. CA

Find A Grave record: 243354627 (created 8 Sep 2022) — presence on Tuscania indicated in
text

Burial location: unknown

Cemetery:

Tombstone:

Father: William Somers Risley, Apr 1851 Campbell Co. KY — 19 May 1918 Alameda Co. CA.
Son of Hezediah Risley & Mary E. Rust. Died while William was at war. Buried in Chapel of
Memories Columbarium, Oakland, Alameda CA.

Find A Grave: 176676043

Mother: Jane (“Jennie”) Plankinton (Plankington/Plankerton) Risley, 25 Oct 1859 WV - 14
Nov 1943 Alameda Co. CA. Daughter of Eli Plainkton (1815-1889, F: 35667342) & Catherine
Culp (1830-1893, F: 35667189). Survived by sons Earl (at whose home she died) & Walter
(Alameda CA) & daughter [sic/daughter-in-law] Mona (Alameda CA). Obituary in “Oakland
(CA) Tribune" 17 Nov 1943 p 31. Buried in Chapel of Memories Columbarium, Oakland,
Alameda CA.

Find A Grave: 176676102

Parents’ marriage: 17 Sep 1878 Napa Co. CA. William Somers Risley was age 27 & Jennie
Plankington was age 18.

Spouse: Mona Lillian Goodyear Mulholland Risley, 3 Mar 1892 Chicago, Cook IL — 26 Jun
1955 Alameda Co. CA. Daughter of Peter J. Goodyear (1860-1925) & Annabelle Marie
Hoefling (1860-1922). She is born as Lilly Goodyear in Chicago, Cook IL on 3 Mar 1892
(Chicago IL birth record). Her age in the 1900 Chicago, Cook IL census is age 8, born Mar
1892. Inthe 1910 census, she is age 18. — As Lillian E. Goodyear, age 22 (again indicating a
birth year ca. 1892), she marries James A. Mulholland on 30 Nov 1914 in Oak Forest, Cook
IL. James Alfred Mulholland, SSN 563-10-1279, b. 7 Feb 1890 IL, d. 20 Jan 1961 Los Angeles
Co. CA, was the son of Bernard & May A. Mulholland. He reported on his 1917 WWI draft
registration that he was a pressman for the “Chicago Examiner” & had a dependent wife. In
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the 1920 census, James Mulholland (29) & wife Lillian (26) also have his mother & sister
living with them on Sangamon in Chicago, Cook IL. James is buried in Green Hills Memorial
Park, Rancho Palos Verdes, Los Angeles CA, F: 71421158. - When she comes to CA, she
has become Mona & indicates a birth year of 1899 on her marriage license with William
Risley. — Her CA death record reports a birth date of 3 Mar 1895.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage: 22 Sep 1929 in Alameda Co. CA. Mona Mulholland, age 30, b. IL

Children:

Siblings: his mother reported in the 1900 census that she had given birth to 3 children, 2 of
whom were living. Clayton Earl & William Walter were listed.
e LouisR. (“Lou”) Risley, 23 Jul 1879 CA - 10 Oct 1886 Calistoga, Napa CA. Listed as 11
months old, b. Jul 1879 CA, in the 1880 census for St. Helena, Napa CA. Died at age 7 years,
2 months, 17 days of brain fever. Buried in St. Helena Cemetery, St. Helena, Napa CA. F:
48253100
e Clayton Earl Risley, 7 Feb 1887 Pasadena, Los Angeles CA-17 Oct 1967 Alameda Co. CA.
He frequently used the name Earl Risley earlier in his life. In 1917, when he registered for
the WWI draft, he was a carpenter for the Claremont Hotel — Married 21 Sep 1920 in
Alameda Co. CA to Marguerite Josephine Thompson Russell, the daughter of Charles Emil
Thompson & Mary E. Tierney. By her 1°* marriage to William Jack Russell (1879-1963), she
had 2 children: Dorothy (1913) & John (1915). She was divorced at the time of her marriage
to Risley. Clayton & Marguerite had 1 child: Clayton Earle Risley Jr. (1922 CA - 2002 CA).
After her marriage to Clayton, Marguerite married a man named Edwards & had 2 children,
twins Joanne & Joseph Edwards, b. 1 Jan 1935 Alameda Co. CA. Her 4" marriage was to a
Clifford. Her 5" marriage was to her step-cousin Bertram M. Mohr (1907-1970). She is
buried as Marguerite Josephine Thompson (1893 CA - 1957 CA, F: 105780027) in Holy
Cross Cemetery, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. Clayton & Marguerite divorce by 1930. -
Clayton’s burial location is unknown. F: 211706441

Notes:
Pre-war:
Wartime:

"Oakland (CA) Tribune" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - resident of Alameda CA. First went to Ft.
McDowell, then to Washington DC. On his way across the country, a bridge collapsed just
after his train crossed, then there was a big military fire a short distance away, then
torpedoed on Tuscania. Originally a carpenter, for the past several years he was a
pressman on a San Francisco newspaper & an auto mechanic. He took up auto work after
he registered for the draft. His brother Earlis in the US Navy reserve & not yet called up.

"San Francisco Examiner" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 — photo
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"San Francisco Examiner" 5 Mar 1918 p 3 - letter to parents Mr. & Mrs. W.S. Risley, 1302
Pearl St., dated 9 Feb 1918. Had cabled & sent letter 6 Feb 1918. Story about returning to
boat to tie ropes for lifting to almost-dead soldier

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 104-09-7786
Censuses:

1880 St. Helena, Napa CA - some of the data is obscured by tape, which has turned black
W. Somers Risley, 29 KY, father b. PA, mother b. OH, carpenter [indexed as Louis W. but
misread]

Jannie, 20 WV, father b. DE, mother b. PA, housekeeper

Louis R., 11 months CA, b. July

1900 Township 5, Tuolumne CA

William S. Risley, 49 KY, Apr 1851, father b. NJ, mother b. OH, married 21 years, builder &
contractor

Jane, 40 WV, Oct 1859, parents b. PA, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living

Clayton Earl, 13 CA, Feb 1887, at school

William W., 10 CA, Sep 1889, at school

1910 Alameda, Alameda CA — 1304 Pearl St.

William S. Risley, 58 KY, father b. NJ, mother b. OH, in 1* marriage, married 32 years,
contractor & builder, house

Jane, 50 WV, father b. DE, mother b. PA, in 1s* marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living
Clayton E., 23 CA, single, carpenter

William W., 20 CA, single, carpenter

1920 Alameda, Alameda CA — 1304 Pearl St.

Jane Risley, 60 WV, widow, father b. DE, mother b. PA

Clayton E., 32 CA, single, father b. KY, mother b. WV, carpenter, house
William W., 30 CA, single, father b. KY, mother b. WV, pattern maker, ship yard

1930 Rockford, Winnebago IL — 328 N. Church St. Apt. 115
Walter Risley, 40 CA, age 39 at 1t marriage, manager assistant, theater, WW!I veteran
Mona, 32 IL, father b. KY, mother b. Germany

1940 Oakland, Alameda CA - 2716 Fruitvale Ave. —in 1935 in Rochester NY
Walter Risley, 50 CA, salesman, realty company
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Mona, 41 IL

1950 Oakland, Alameda CA. — 2716 Fruitvale Ave.
Walter W. Risley, 60 CA, housing project manager, city housing project
Mona L., 55IL



