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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Rishell, David Arnold 
1895 PA – 1969 NY 

 
 

 
David Arnold Rishell – Find A Grave 185375576 
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David Arnold Rishell, seated, at far left – “Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Saturday 20 Apr 

1946 p 5 
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[article continues] 
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[article continues] 
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David Arnold Rishell is the far in the rear picture, 2nd from left, standing, with dark tie – 

“Binghamtom (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Wednesday 7 Aug 1946 p 3 
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“Springville (NY) Journal” Thursday 30 May 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/282090384/?terms=punxsutawney%20bible&match
=1 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Thursday 25 May 1933 p 3 
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[article continues] 

“Binghamton (NY Press & Sun-Bulletin” Monday 6 Jan 1947 p 3 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Friday 10 Jan 1947 p 5 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Thursday 9 Jun 1949 p 5 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Wednesday 17 Mar 1954 p 3 

 

 
Action by the Johnson City NY trustees – “Binghamton (NY) Bulletin & Sun-Press” Tuesday 16 Jul 

1957 p 3 
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“Binghamton (NY) Bulletin & Sun-Press” Thursday 25 Jul 1957 p 3 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Monday 17 Jun 1968 p 18 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQG6-Y92M 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/899166:60884?tid=60612769&pid=272327839255&queryId=4252652106279e1f52c5
06573b7ddaf2&_phsrc=hFB49619&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

     
Obituary of David Arnold Rishell – “Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Friday 10 Oct 

1969 p  
8 
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Wife: 
 
 

 
Wife Hazel Christian Rishell, seated in front at left (white hat) – “Binghamton (NY) Press & 

Sun-Bulletin” Tuesday 18 Jan 1955 p 4 
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Photo taken in the Rishell home at 26 Main St., Johnson City NY – with Hazel Christian 

Rishell 2nd from right & her sister Bernice Christian 3rd from left (dark suit, behind chair) – 
“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Sunday 3 Dec 1950 p 15 

 
 

 
“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Friday 3 Jul 1942 p 4 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Tuesday 26 Jan 1960 p 3 
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Obituary of Hazel Christian Rishell – “Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Monday 17 

Jun 1968 p 18 
 

Daughter: 
 



23 
 

 

 
Daughter Mildred Jane Rishell Kellam (1927-2016) – Find A Grave 110732494 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin” Thursday 21 Apr 1940 p 3 
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Marriage of Mildred Jane Rishell & Arthur Duane Kellam – “Binghamton (NY Press & Sun-

Bulletin” Friday 9 Jun 1950 p 18 
 

Father: 
 

 
Father David Burkett Rishell – “Jeffersonian Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 4 Apr 1918 

p 8 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Mary Tyger Rishell – Find A Grave 58308916 

 
Siblings: 
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PA death record of sister Lillian Anna Rishell Travis (1871-1948) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_06
78-02056?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=5625722  

 

 
“Indiana (PA) Gazette” Tuesday 8 Jul 1909 p 1 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0678-02056?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=5625722
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0678-02056?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=5625722
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PA death record of sister Myrtle Jane Rishell Sutter (1872-1945) - 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=5164&h=6908776&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6052

5 
 

 
Marriage of brother Wilber Clark Rishell (18874-1946) to Flora Ann Fleming Peffer – 

“Indiana (PA) Democrat” Wednesday 6 Nov 1901 p 9 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=5164&h=6908776&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=5164&h=6908776&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=5164&h=6908776&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
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Death from influenza of sister Edith Margaret Rishell Williard (1879-1943) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401696_06
47-01894?pId=4618062 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401696_0647-01894?pId=4618062
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401696_0647-01894?pId=4618062
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PA marriage record of brother Charles Walter Rishell (1881-1953) & Blanche Saylor – 21 

Sep 1908 Blair Co. PA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-13438-

86?pId=2620760 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-13438-86?pId=2620760
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-13438-86?pId=2620760
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Obituary of brother Charles Walter Rishell (1881-1953) – “Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-

Bulletin” Monday 5 Jan 1953 p 11 
 

 
Burial of Charles Walter Rishell in Circle Hill Cemetery – “Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-

Bulletin” Tuesday 6 Jan 1953 p 18 
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PA death record of brother Griffith Abraham Rishell (1884-1946) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_06
67-00574?pId=5494388 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0667-00574?pId=5494388
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0667-00574?pId=5494388
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PA death record of brother Paul D. Rishell (1889-1963) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406274_09

50-03116?pId=6279525 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406274_0950-03116?pId=6279525
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406274_0950-03116?pId=6279525
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PA death record of brother Blair Feltwell Rishell (1892-1961) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606191_10
10-02653?pId=456156903 

 
 
Name:  David Anthony Rishell 
Name variations:  Rishel – many records spell the surname with one final “L” until the 
“two-L” spelling of Rishell. His Find A Grave record says the single-L version was used until 
the 1930s, but his parents’ tombstone (father died 1918 & mother 1905) is inscribed 
RISHELL. Also referred to as David Rishell Jr., although he & his father do not share the 
same middle name.  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,208 
Entered service from:  Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  David Rishel [typed as Rishell, but with final "L" crossed off] 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father David B. Rishell, 111 Indiana St., Punxsutawney PA 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: David A. Rishel 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mrs. Mertle Sutter, 111 Indiana St., Punxsutawney 
PA (chauffeur, 213th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as David Arnold RISHEL - b. 5 Mar 1895 Punxsutawney 
PA; res: 111 Indiana, Punxsutawney PA. Single. Chauffeur for Adam Suber (spelling?), 
Buffalo. Short in height, medium build. Did not sign the card. Registered 2 Jun 1917, in 
advance of the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as David Arnold Rishell - b. 5 Mar 1895 
Punxsutawney PA; res: 57 Bennett Ave., Binghamton, Broome NY. NOK Mrs. Hazel Rishell, 
same address. Employed by Costello Engineering Co., Washington DC.  Height: 5’5 ½” – 
166 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  7 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  26 Main St., Johnson City NY 
Rank/unit:    chauffeur, 213th Aero Squadfron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Mar 1895 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA  
Died: 9 Oct 1969 Monticello, Sullivan NY (Community General Hospital) (resident: 
Binghamton, Broome NY)    
Find A Grave record: 185375576 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Hancock, Delaware Co. NY 
Cemetery:  Riverview 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: David Burkett Rishell, 5 Dec 1846 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 23 Mar 1918 
Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA. Son of Daniel Walter Rishell & Christiana Burkett. David died 
while his son David Arnold was at war. Buried in Circle Hill Cemetery, Punxsutawney, 
Jefferson PA.  
Find A Grave:  58308883 
 
Mother: Mary Tyger Rishell, 3 Feb 1853 Indiana Co. PA – 11 Oct 1905 Jefferson Co. PA. 
Daughter of Abraham Tyger. Died of typhoid fever but her obituary notes she had had heart 
trouble for several years. At the time of her death, her children Paul, Blair & David Arnold 
also have typhoid & are unable to attend her funeral. Buried in Circle Hill Cemetery, 
Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA. 
Find A Grave: 58308916  
Parents’ marriage:  30 Jul 1867 Canoe, Indiana Co. PA 
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Spouse: Hazel F. Christian Rishell, 30 Sep 1896 Tompkins, Delaware Co. NY – 28 Feb 1986 
Binghamton, Broome NY. Daughter of Byron E. Christian & Zydia Fitch. Graduate of 
Cortland College, Syracuse University, New York University. Teacher for 40 years. Buried in 
Riverview Cemetery, Hancock, Delaware Co. NY 
Spouse Find A Grave:  185375803 
Marriage: 4 Aug 1923 Binghamton or Union, Broome Co. NY 
 
Child:  

• Mildred Jane Rishell Kellam, 9 Dec 1927 Binghamton, Broome NY – 15 Nov 2016 New 
Smyrna Beach, Volusia FL. Used the name Jane. Married 24 Jun 1950 to Arthur Duane 
(“Lee”) Kellam (1929-2004, F: 110732380). Buried in Vestal Hills Memorial Park, Vestal, 
Broome NY. F: 110732494 

 
Siblings: his mother reported in the 1900 census that she had given birth to 11 children, 9 
of whom were living. David was the youngest (surviving) child. 

• Lillian Anna (“Lillie”) Rishel Travis, 3 Nov 1870 Punxsutawney, Jefferson NY – 25 Oct 1948 
Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA. Married 1 Jul 1909 in Indiana Co. PA to Charles W. Travis 
(1875-1930, F: 58118057). Buried in Circle Hill Cemetery, Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA. F: 
58118066 

• Myrtle Jane Rishel Sutter, 22 Apr 1871 Georgeville, Indiana Co. PA – 13 Feb 1945 
Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA. Married 23 Apr 1891 in Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA to John F. 
Sutter (1860-1933, F: 58118266). Buried in Circle Hill Cemetery, Punxsutawney, Jefferson 
PA. F: 58118276 

• Wilber Clark Rishel, 4 May 1874 Georgeville, Indiana PA – 4 May 1946 Punxsutawney, 
Jefferson PA. Married 23 Oct 1901 in Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA to Flora Ann Fleming 
Peffer (1872-1967, F: 200651283). Buried in Marchand Cemetery, Marchand, Indiana Co. 
PA. F: 143291849 

• Sarah Etta Rishel, 22 Nov 1877 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 22 Nov 1883 Punxsutawney, 
Jefferson PA.  

• Edith Margaret Rishell Williard, 4 Jan 1879 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 20 Nov 1943 
Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA. Married 11 Sep 1900 in Limestone Co. NY to George Franklin 
Williard (1877-1954, F: 167497214). Died of influenza. Buried in Morningside Cemetery, 
DuBois, Clearfield PA. F: 167497176 

• Charles Walter Rishell, 9 Sep 1881 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 5 Jan 1953 Endicott, 
Broome NY. Married 21 Sep 1908 in Holidaysburg, Blair PA to Blanche Saylor (1881-1970).  
According to his obituary, buried in Circle Hill Cemetery, Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA but 
not on Find A Grave as of 8 Sep 2022. 

• Griffith Abraham Rishell, 7 Mar 1884 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 13 Mar 1946 New 
Castle, Lawrence PA. Married on 17 May 1905 in Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA to Rilla A. 
Tackitt (1887-1967). According to his PA death death, Griffith is buried in Castle View 
Memorial Gardens, New Castle, Lawrence PA but not on Find A Grave as of 8 Sep 2022. 

• Paul D. Rishell, 4 Aug 1889 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 30 May 1963 Aliquippa, Beaver 
PA. Married 22 Dec 1913 in Jefferson Co. PA to Nellie Fox (1880-1921) with whom he had 2 
children. – Married Annie Idella (“Dell”) Carley (1891-1978, F: 229378184). Buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Aliquippa, Beaver PA. F: 138921708 
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• Blair Feltwell Rishell, 16 May 1892 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 12 Feb 1961 Rochester, 
Monroe NY. Husband of Leone M. Blakeman (1895-1956, F: 111105539). Buried in Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Bradford, McKean PA. F: 201187240 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Harrisburg (PA) Evening News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 12 – among the PA men on board 
Tuscania: David Rishel, private, father David B. Rishel, Punxsutawney PA 
 
“Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: David Rishel of 
Punxsutawney PA 
 
“Springville [NY] Journal" 30 May 1918 p 1 - David Rishell, having lost all his possessions on 
Tuscania, went into the YMCA in France to get a Bible written in English. He asked the 
secretary for one. The man asked where David was from, and when he said 
"Punxsutawney", the man - Rev. P.E. Burtt, the former pastor of Central Presbyterian 
Church in Punxsutawney PA - said he was from there too. 
 
Post-war: 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Binghamton (NY) Press & Sun-Bulletin" 10 Oct 1969 p 8 – died at age 74, resident of 522 
Chenango St., Binghamton NY. Survived by wife Hazel (Christian) & daughter. WWI veteran, 
member of American Legion & Plumbers Union Local 112. Owned & operated Rishell 
Plumbing & Heating Co. for 18 years. Funeral 11 Oct 1969 with burial in Riverview 
(Hancock). 
 
Social Security number: 070-03-5145 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Punxsutawney, Jefferson PA – 24 Hill St. 
David REISHEL, 53 PA, Dec 1846, parents b. PA, married 31 years, teamster 
Mary, 47 PA, Feb 1853, parents b. PA, gave birth to 11 children, 9 are living 
Lillie A., 30 PA, Nov 1869, sales woman 
Edith, 20 PA, Jun 1879, dressmaker 
Charles, 18 PA, Sep 1881, plumber 
Griffith, 16, Mar 1884, day labor 
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Paul, 11 PA, Aug 1888, at school 
Blair, 8 PA, May 1892 
David, 5 PA, Mar 1895 
[all the children are single] 
 
1910 cannot locate – in this census, his widowed father was living with his sister Myrtle 
Rishell Sutter 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1925 NY state census – Union, Broome NY 
David Rishell, 30 US, plumber 
Hazel, 28 US, teacher 
 
1930 Johnson City, Broome NY – 26 Main St. 
David Rishell, 35 PA, parents b. PA, age 26 at 1st marriage, plumber, shop work, WWI 
veteran 
Hazel, 33 NY, parents b. NY, age 24 at 1st marriage, teacher, public school 
M. Jane, 2 NY, father b. PA, mother b. NY 
& lodger Gladys Swingle, 19 PA, parents b. PA, married, forelady, cigar factory 
 
1940 Binghamton, Broome NY – 57 Bennett Ave. – in 1935 in Johnson City, Broome NY 
David Rishell, 45 PA, plumber 
Hazel, 43 NY, teacher, public school 
Jane, 12 NY 
 
1950 Johnson City, Broome NY 
David A. Rishell, 54 PA, plumber, plumbing shop 
Hazel C., 56 NY, junior high teacher, public school 
Mildred, 22 NY, never married, primary teacher, public school 
 
 


