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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Riley, Robert Francis 
1898 WI – 1982 WI 

 
          

 



2 
 

 

 
Robert Francis Riley – “Kenosha (WI) Evening News” 5 Feb 1934 p 7 
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Obituary of Robert Francis Riley – left: “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 19 Jan 1982 p 15 – right: same 
paper & date, p 29 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSX5-2Q3Z 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSX5-2Q3Z
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 24 May 1932 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 24 May 1932 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 21 Nov 1942 p 8 

 
 

 
[excerpt from article follows:]  
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 5 Feb 1949 p 5 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Obituary of wife Florence Arneson Riley – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 19 Jan 1982 p 15 
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Marriage of Robert Francis Riley & Florence Agnes Arneson on 2 Jun 1923 – “Kenosha (WI) News” 

Saturday 2 Jun 1923 p 4 
 
 

Son: 
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Obituary of son Robert Arneson Riley – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 8 Jul 2006 p 18 
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Engagement of Carol Barbara Janzer to Robert Arneson Riley – “Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” 

Tuesday 27 Jul 1948 p 5 
 
 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father James E. Riley – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 14 Dec 1929 p 7 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Mary Ellen Dorsey Riley – “Kenosha News” Thursday 12 Nov 1942 p 7 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary for sister Esther M. Riley (1900-1948) – “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 22 Oct 1948 p 15 

 

 
Obituary of brother Emmett J. Riley (1902-1957) – “Kenosha News” Wednesday 12 Jun 1957 p 8 
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Death of brother Lee E. Riley (1903-1950) – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 12 Apr 1950 p 1 

 

 
Obituary of brother Donald J. Riley (1909-1982) – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 25 Aug 1982 p 

12 
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Shooting of Donald J. Riley – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 24 Apr 1974 p 14 
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Obituary of sister Elsie Riley (1906-1973) – “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 28 Dec 1973 p 14 

 
 
 
 

 
Name:  Robert Francis Riley 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - corporal 
Serial number:  251,009 
Entered service from:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Robert Francis Riley 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father James E. Riley, 324 Strong St., Kenosha WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Robert F. Riley 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father James E. Riley, 324 Strong St., Kenosha WI (cpl, Co. B, 
107th Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  1955 WI Survivors: 123 Douglas Ave., 
Waukesha WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Robert Francis Riley – b. 10 Mar 1898 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI; res: 218 Carroll St., Waukesha, Waukesha WI. NOK Florence A. Riley, same 
address. Automobile sales employed by self, at 222 E. Broadway, Waukesha, Waukesha 
WI. Height: 5’8 ½” – 159 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  25 Jul 1917 
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Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  679 ½ Exchange St., Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. B, 107th Supply Train, QMC 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  10 Mar 1898 Kenosha, Kenosha WI  
Died: 18 Jan 1982 Waukesha, Waukesha WI  
Find A Grave record:  95503620 - presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Cemetery:  St. James 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  James E. Riley, 28 Aug 1870 Otsego, Columbia WI [also found as Pleasant Prairie, 
Kenosha WI] – 13 Dec 1929 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Son of James Riley & Mary/Marie Sarah 
O’Keefe. Buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Find A Grave:  169967299 
 
Mother: Mary Ellen Dorsey Riley, 29 Apr 1873 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 11 Nov 1942 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Daughter of Thomas Dorsey (F: 116974046) & Ellen Berrigen (F: 
116973869). Buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI.   
Find A Grave:  169968300 
Parents’ marriage: 29 Apr 1897 [Mary’s 24th birthday]  
 
Spouse: Florence Agnes Arneson Riley, 19 Jul 1897 Racine, Racine WI – 16 Aug 1982 
Waukesha, Waukesha WI. Daughter of Ole Arndt Arneson & Agnes Olle. Buried in St. James 
Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  95503683 
Marriage:  
 
Child: 

• Robert Arneson Riley, 18 Mar 1924 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7 Jul 2006 Waukesha, Waukesha 
WI (in LindenGrove Health Care Center). Sometimes found as Robert Jr. although he & his 
father have different middle names. Served in the US Marine Corps 1943-1946. Married in 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI to Carol Barbara Janzer (1928-2009, F: 83556411), the daughter 
of Gustave F. Ganzer (1895-1968) & Esther Ida Klatt (1908-1984). Buried in St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Waukesha, Waukesha WI. F: 101734945 

 
Siblings:  

• Esther M. Riley, 21 Jan 1900 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 21 Oct 1948. Buried in St. James 
Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 169966902 

• Emmett J. Riley, 29 Jan 1902 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 12 Jun 1957 Camp Lake, Kenosha WI 
(at the Camp Lake Nursing Home). Resident of Kenosha WI in Dec 1929 & Nov 1942 [based 
on family obituaries]. Buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 169966832 

• Les E. Riley, 23 Feb 1903 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 12 Apr 1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. He 
was a resident of Kenosha WI in Dec 1929 & in the US Army in Temple TX in Nov 1942 [based 
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on family obituaries]. His body was found in the brick incinerator pit at the Soldiers’ Home; 
he either fell in or jumped in. He had been a resident at the home at intervals from 1946 to 
1950. Buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 169967859 

• Elsie T. Riley, 7 Sep 1906 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 27 Dec 1973 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Resident of Kenosha WI in Dec 1929 & Nov 1942 & of Monroe WI in Jun 1957 [based on 
family obituaries]. Buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 169966773 

• Donald J. Riley, 28 Mar 1909 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 26 Jul 1982 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. He 
was a resident of Milwaukee WI in Dec 1929 & in Kenosha WI in Nov 1942, Jun 1957 & Jan 
1982 [based on family obituaries]. Buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 
169966469 

 
Notes:  
Ancestry.com family trees have several errors, linking Robert’s father to a wife that is not 
his, and then his father having children “simultaneously” by two different wives in two 
different geographic locations. The extensive coverage of the Kenosha WI newspapers 
links these family members through obituaries & news stories. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – 
Maybe His Name Is Here!” includes name of Robert Francis Riley of Kenosha WI 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 31 May 1919 p 8 – “Welcome Home the Tuscanians” 
includes name of Robert F. Riley, serial number 251009. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  398-03-4082 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – conducted 13 Jun 1900 
James E. Riley, 29 WI, father b. NY, mother b. WI, married 3 years, caster (brass mill) 
Mary E., 27 WI, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Robt. F., 2 WI, Mar 1898 
Esther M., 4 months WI, Jan 1900 
 
1910 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – Strong St. - conducted 18 Apr 1910 
James E. Riley, 39 IL, father b. NY, mother b. WI, in 1st marriage, married 13 years, molder, 
iron work 
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Mary E., 37 WI, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage 
Robert F., 12 WI 
Esther M., 10 WI 
Emmett J., 8 WI 
Les E., 7 WI 
Elsie T., 3 WI 
Donald J., 1 year & ? months WI 
 
1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 224 Strong St.  
James E. Riley, 49 WI, father b. NY, mother b. WI, molder, lamp factory 
Mary E., 47 WI, parents b. Ireland 
Robert F., 21 WI, teller, bank 
Esther, 18 WI 
Emmett J., 17 WI, clerk, plumbing 
Leo E., 16 WI 
Elsie, 13 WI 
Donald, 10 WI 
 
1930 Phoenix, Maricopa AZ – 109 W. Palm Lane 
Robert F. Riley, 32 WI, parents b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage, accountant, accounting, WWI 
veteran 
Florence A., 32 WI, father b. Norway, mother b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Robert F., 6 WI, parents b. WI 
 
1940 Waukesha, Waukesha WI – 218 Carroll St. – in 1935 in Kenosha WI 
Robert Riley, 42 WI, manager, automobile agency 
Florence, 42 WI 
Robert Jr., 16 WI 
 
1950 Waukesha, Waukesha WI 
Robert F. Riley, 52 WI, accountant, retail automobile 
Florence A., 52 WI 
 
 


