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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Riley, Laurence Nathaniel 
1894 MO – 1953 CA 

 

 
Obituary of Laurence Nathaniel Riley – “San Francisco Examiner” Monday 9 Feb 1953 p 27 
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WA, WWI service card – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_1821100521_04

28-01356?pId=1941259 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-6S4G-

Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSXG-SS2M 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_1821100521_0428-01356?pId=1941259
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_1821100521_0428-01356?pId=1941259
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-6S4G-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSXG-SS2M
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-6S4G-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSXG-SS2M
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Is this him? - “Washington Staatszeilung” (Seattle WA) Tuesday 7 Mar 1916 p 4 

 

 
Saved from Tuscania – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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[lit continues] 

“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 2 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage of Rhea Thompson & Laurence Riley 2 Oct 1921 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004213262_00320?pI
d=537697 

 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Friday 8 Jan 1937 p 6 

 
 

Children: 
 
 

 
Son John Laurence (Jack) Riley (1922-2001) – Bakersfield (CA) Junior College, 1942 

yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/42092_645874_1446-

00092?pId=295473360 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004213262_00320?pId=537697
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004213262_00320?pId=537697
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/42092_645874_1446-00092?pId=295473360
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/42092_645874_1446-00092?pId=295473360
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“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Monday 26 Mar 1945 p 7 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of brother-in-law Jacob (Jack) Jacobsen, husband of his sister Lela Belle Riley – 

“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 27 Dec 1951 p 18 
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Obituaries of brother Isaac Theodore Riley (1896-1965) – left: “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” 

Sunday 31 Jan 1965 p 41 – right: (with 1st name misspelled) “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” 
Sunday 31 Jan 1965 p 41 (from Find A Grave 3626064 

 
 

 
 
Name: Laurence Nathaniel Riley 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,630 
Entered service from:  Seattle, King WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Laurence N. Riley 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Jennie E. Riley, 3403 W. 62nd St., Seattle WA (also 
found as 405 W. 62nd St.) 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Laurence N. Riley 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William W. Riley, 3403 W. 62nd St., Seattle WA 
(cpl, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Laurence N. Riley (card signed L.N. Riley) b. 21 Jan 
1894 Maryville MO; res: 3403 W. 62nd, Seattle WA. Single. Bank clerk, National Bank 
Commerce, Seattle WA. Tall in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Laurence Nathaniel Riley - b. 21 Jan 1894 
Maryville MO; res: 1818 Brundage Ln., Bakersfield, Kern CA. NOK Mrs. C.H. Hopkins, 517 
“H” St., Bakersfield CA. Employed by WPA, 2504 “M” St., Bakersfield CA. Height: 6’1 ½” – 
255 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 3 Oct 1917  
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  1734 – 34th Ave., Seattle WA 
Rank/unit:    corporal, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Jan 1894 Maryville, Nodaway MO  
Died: 7 Feb 1953 San Francisco, San Francisco CA   
Find A Grave record: 3626078 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  San Bruno, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Golden Gate National 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Washington Cpl 17 Co. 20 Engineers WWI   
 
Father:  William Wayne Riley, Mar 1857 Boone Co. IN – 8 Nov 1954 Seattle, King WA. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Jennie Elizabeth Popham Riley, May 1873 Canada – 11 Apr 1952 Seattle, King WA. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Rhea Jarene Thompson Riley, 12 Aug 1892 Marion, Grant IN – 7 Mar 1968 San 
Mateo Co. CA. SSn 552-48-8439. Daughter of George W. Thompson & Mary Minola (Minnie) 
Ammon. Buried in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  3626095 
Marriage: 2 Oct 1921 King Co. WA 
 
Children: survived by 1 daughter & 2 sons 

• John Laurence (“Jack”) Riley, 17 Nov 1922 Seattle, King WA – 15 Jun 2001 San Rafael, Marin 
CA. SN 552-20-9425.  

• Mary Lou Riley Barkenhus, 19 Sep 1925 WA – 29 Nov 2007 Redwood City, San Mateo CA. 
Married 21 Feb 1945 in CA to Joseph F. Barkenhus (1917-1999).  

• James Emerson (“Jim”) Riley, 28 Feb 1928 Seattle, King WA – 27 Jul 1985 Pocatello, 
Bannock ID. Married 7 Jul 1951 in Reno, Washoe NV to Frances Delores Anderson (191-
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2012, F: 97901931). Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Pocatello, Bannock ID. F: 
43132846 

 
Siblings:  survived by sister & 2 brothers. Laurence was the oldest child. 

• Lela Belle Riley Jacobsen Searle, Oct 1895 MO [1896 on WA death record but her brother 
Isaac was born in late 1896] – 29 Jun 1986 Seattle, King WA. -   Married Jacob (“Jack”) 
Jacobsen on 9 Dec 1922 in King Co. WA. In the 1950 Seattle, King WA census, Jacob 
Jacobsen (53 Norway, a proprietor of a used automobile business), head of household, 
lived with wife Lela R. (54 MO) & her parents William W. Riley (93 IN) & Jennie F. riley (76 
Canada). Her surname was Searle in Jan 1965 when her brother Isaac died.  WA death 
record lists her surname as Searle. 

• Isaac Theodore Riley, 8 Dec 1896 Maryville, Nodaway MO – 30 Jan 1965 Santa Cruz Co. CA. 
Called Theodore. Served in the Coast Artillery in WWI. Married 17 Sep 1919 in Seattle, King 
WA to Emma A. Himes (b. 1895). Married sometime after 31 Jan 1941 to Marjorie Ellis 
Rosenberg (1 of her 4 husbands listed on Find A Grave 178507726). Buried in Golden Gate 
National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. F: 3626064 

• William Riley, 9 Nov 1899 WA – 11 May 1922. On his WWI (1917) draft registration he lived at 
3403 W. 62nd St., Seattle WA. Buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, Seattle, King WA. F: 
224076843 

• Paul Emerson Riley, 17 Mar 1901 Granite Falls, Snohomish WA – 11 Nov 1962 Kelseyville, 
Lake CA. Married 11 Jan 1930 in Detroit, Wayne MI to Laura Rhoads (1900-1966, F: 
68964252). Buried in Kelseyville Cemetery, Kelseyville, Lake CA. F; 68963448 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 9 Feb 1953 p 27 – died on 7 Feb 1953. Survived by wife Rhea J., 
father William W. (mother deceased Jennie), 1 daughter, 2 sons, sister, 2 brothers. 
American Legion member. Funeral 10 Feb 1953 with burial in Golden Gate.  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Granite Falls, Snohomish WA 
William Riley, 43 IN, Mar 1857, parents b. KY, married 7 years, day laborer 
Jennie, 27 Canada, May 1833, father b. Canada, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 4 children, 
4 are living 
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Lawrence, 6 MO, Jan 1894 
Lala, 4 MO, Oct 1895 
Theodore, 3 MO, Dec 1896 
William, 3 months WA, Nov 1899 
 
1910 Springbrook, King WA 
William W. Riley, 53 IN, parents b. KY, married 17 years, in 1st marriage, farmer, truck farm 
Jennie E., 36 Canada, father b. Canada, mother b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1887, 
gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Laurence, 16 MO 
Lela I., 14 MO 
Theodore I., 13 MO 
William, 10 MO 
Paul, 9 WA 
 
1920 Seattle, King WA – W. 62nd St. 
William W. Riley, 58 IN, parents b. IN, rancher, farm 
Jennie E., 48 Canada, parents b. Canada, emigration date unknown, naturalized 
Laurence N., 23 MO, teller, bank 
Lela, 21 MO, clerk, department store 
William, 19 WA, bookkeeper, automobile firm 
Paul, 18 WA, manager, bank 
 
1930 Bakersfield, Kern CA – 1811 “C” St. 
Lawrence N. Riley, 34 MO, father b. IN, mother b. Canada, age 26 at 1st marriage, salesman, 
automobile business, WWI veteran 
Rhea J., 33 IN, parents b. IN, age 25 at 1st marriage 
John L., 7 WA 
Mary Lou, 4 WA 
James E#., 2 WA 
 
1940 Bakersfield, Kern CA – 1808 Brundage Ln.- same place in 1935 
Lawrence N. Riley, 46 MO, chief clerk, constr. & prof. & service projects 
Rhea J., 47 IN 
John Jack L., 17 WA, collector, paper company 
Mary Lou, 14 WA 
James E., 12 WA 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Judah St. 
Laurence N. Riley, 56 MO, real estate salesman, real estate 
Rhea J., 56 IN 
John L., 29 WA, never married, engineer, gas & electric company 
James E., 22 WA, never married, clerk, shipping business 
 
 


