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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 

Rigg, Leland Earl 
1896 WA – 1963 WA 
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Leland (Lee) Earl Rigg & wife Nora Van Ausdle Rains Rigg – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton 
WA 
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Obituary of Leland Earl Rigg – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 15 Jul 1963 p 5 

 

 
Obituary of Leland Earl Rigg – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 15 Jul 1963 p 18 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2794357:2375 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWKL-BGW2 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2794357:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWKL-BGW2
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“Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Vancouver (WA) Daily Columbian” Wednesday 2 Jul 1919 p 5 
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News from Greenacres WA – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 29 May 1938 p 25 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 27 Sep 1945 p 26 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 15 May 1947 p 34 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 26 Jun 1947 p 12 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 29 Apr 1948 p 34 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 29 Jun 1950 p 32 

 
 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 3 Nov 1954 p 12 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 22 Jan 1958 p 12 

 
 

 
Wife: 

 
       
 



9 
 

 

 
Ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6259345/person/7017005321/media/c6da8d93-cf3a-416b-
b7f3-8e426d1a7a30?_phsrc=hFB49396&_phstart=successSource 
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Delayed WA birth record for Nora Elizabeth Van Ausdle, filed 1 Nov 1942 – with cross-

throughs for the frequent misspellings of Ausdle as Ausdale - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60230/images/004311000_00157?pI

d=14506 
 
 

 
Marriage of Nora Elizabeth Van Ausdle to her 1st husband, Charles Herman Rains, on 1 Jan 
1911 in Pataha, Garfield WA – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 10 Jan 1911 p 

5 
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Death from tuberculosis of Charles Herman Rains [Raines] - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1145113:1208 
 

 
Obituary of Nora Van Ausdle Rains Rigg – “Spokane (WA) Daily Chronicle” Wednesday 2 

Jan 1974 p 28 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1145113:1208
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Children: 
 

 
WA birth record of son Leland Elmer Rigg, b. 27 Aug 1921 in Garfield Co. WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1209/images/87220401_74c8e85e_8
4cc_492d_a0c0_ea1f24666088?pId=762178 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1209/images/87220401_74c8e85e_84cc_492d_a0c0_ea1f24666088?pId=762178
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1209/images/87220401_74c8e85e_84cc_492d_a0c0_ea1f24666088?pId=762178
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Marriage license of Leland Elmer Rigg & Madelen Amy Thor – Left (misspelled): “Spokane 
(WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 24 Feb 1942 p 15 – Right: “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 

Wednesday 25 Feb 1942 p 11 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 1 Mar 1942 p 12 
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WA marriage record of son Henry Allen Rigg & Margie Agnes Morrow, witnessed by Nora 

(Mrs. Lee) Rigg on 29 May 1942 in Opportunity, Spokane WA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/84540766_6049f16c-

3171-407b-a1f4-c8831ecec86c?pId=722852 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 15 Jul 1948 p 112 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/84540766_6049f16c-3171-407b-a1f4-c8831ecec86c?pId=722852
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/84540766_6049f16c-3171-407b-a1f4-c8831ecec86c?pId=722852
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Obituary of son Henry Allen Rigg – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 26 Mar 

2012 p B7 
 

Stepdaughter: 
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Obituary of stepdaughter Mildred Marie Rains Olmstead Baldwin – “Spokane (WA) 

Spokesman-Review” Friday 21 Feb 1969 p 2 
 
 

 
 

 
Father: 
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ID death record of father George Rigg - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60566/images/44066_b207070-

02385_page_0001?pId=30747 
 

 
George’s wife Rodena had died 22 Mar 1899 – he moves to Ritzville WA – “Adams County 

News” (Ritzville WA) Wednesday 5 Apr 1899 p 3 
 

Siblings: 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60566/images/44066_b207070-02385_page_0001?pId=30747
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60566/images/44066_b207070-02385_page_0001?pId=30747
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Obituary of brother Harve George Rigg (1892-1959) – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 21 

Aug 1959 p 11 
     
 
 
Name:  Leland Earl Rigg 
Name variations: Lee Rigg – Lee Earl Rigg – Earl L. Rigg 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,395 
Entered service from:  Potlatch, Latah ID 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lee E. Rigg 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father George Rigg, Potlatch ID 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lee E. Rigg 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Georgia Rigg, Pomeroy WA (pvt, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) [his mother was dead & her name was Rodena – this presumably is 
his father George]  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lee Earl Rigg - b. 15 Mar 1896 Ritzville WA; res: 
Pomeroy WA. Single. General laborer for H. Ballen, Pomeroy WA. Tall, medium build.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Leland Earl Rigg - b. 15 Mar 1896 Ritzville WA; res: 
Zenith, King WA. NOK Mrs. Mildred Olmstead, Veradale WA [his stepdaughter]. Employed 
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at Boeing Aircraft Co., Plant #2, 16th Ave. S. & E. Marginal Way, Seattle, King WA. “tattoo on 
right arm” – Height: 5’11 ½” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  14 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Pomeroy WA 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 15 Mar 1896 Ritzville, Adams WA  
Died: 14 Jul 1963 Ritzville, Adams WA   
Find A Grave record: 38538100 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Pomeroy, Garfield WI 
Cemetery:  Pomeroy City 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin Pvt 16 Co. 20 Engineers WWI   
 
Father:  George Rigg, Mar 1861 KS (1862 on tombstone) – 9 Aug 1919 Bovill, Latah ID. Son 
of John Rigg. Buried in Pomeroy City Cemetery, Pomeroy, Garfield WA. 
Find A Grave:  38538030 
 
Mother: Rodena May Stewart Rigg, 30 Nov 1874 North Branch, Lapeer MI – 22 Mar 1899 
Vancouver, Clark WA. Daughter of Murdoch Cameron Stewart & Martha Hacon Davis. Find 
A Grave as of 6 Sep 2022 reads RIGGS. Buried in Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, 
Clark WA. 
Find A Grave: 174353173   
Parents’ marriage:  1 Jan 1890 Adams Co. WA 
 
Spouse: Nora Elizabeth Van Ausdle Rains Rigg, 26 May 1892 near Pomeroy, Garfield WA – 
31 Dec 1973 Spokane Co. WA. 
Daughter of Charles Franklin Van Ausdle/VanAusdle (F: 166373464, b. IA) & Mary Lucretia 
Swain (F: 166373819, b. Great Darby, England). 
In the 1900 census of Petaha, Garfield WA, Nora B. Vanausdle (7 WA, May 1893) lived with 
her parents Charles T. Vanausdle (49 IA) & Mary (47 England) & siblings.  
First married on 1 Jan 1911 in Garfield Co. WA to Charles Herman Rains, 2 Nov 1889 Bear 
Creek, Sevier AR – 18 Sep 1913 Pataha, Garfield WA. He was the son of James Calhoun 
Rains & Myrtle Stacy Griffin/Gemier/other versions. He died of tuberculosis & is buried as 
Charlie H. Rains in Pomeroy City Cemetery, Pomeroy, Garfield WA, F: 38553894.  Nora & 
Charles Rains had a daughter, Mildred.  
In 1920 Nora E. Rains, 27 WA, widow, father b. IA, mother b. England & her daughter 
Mildred M. Rains (7 WA, father b. AR, mother b. WA lived with her father Charles F. Van 
Ausdale [sic] (68 IA) & brother Issac W. Vanausdale (33 WA) on a grain farm. 
Buried in Pomeroy City Cemetery, Pomeroy, Garfield WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  38538155 
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Marriage: 13 Sep 1920 Pomeroy, Garfield WA. Lee Rigg’s 1st marriage, Nora’s 2nd.  
 
Children: 

• Leland Elmer Rigg, 27 Aug 1921 Pomeroy, Garfield WA – 10 Jul 1987 Seattle, King WA. 
Married 21 Feb 1942 in Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID to Madelen Amy Thor (1922-2001). 
Madelen was the daughter of Tycko Peter Thor (F: 154034623) & Emily Selma Erickson (F: 
154034559). Was working at Boeing when he registered for the WWII draft. Also known as 
Lee Rigg. Not on Find A Grave as of 6 Sep 2022. 

• Henry Allen (“Hank”) Rigg, 1 Oct 1922 Pomeroy, Garfield WA – 20 Mar 2012 Spokane, 
Spokane WA. Married 30 May 1942 in Opportunity, Spokane WA to Margie Agnes Morrow 
(1924-2008, F: 147655174). Buried in Fairmount Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA. F: 
147655173 

 
Stepdaughter: 

• Mildred Marie Rains Olmstead Baldwin, 2 Aug 1911 Pomeroy, Garfield WA – 18 Feb 1989 La 
Crosse, Whitman WA. Married 8 Sep 1931 in Newport, Pend Oreille WA to Glen Richard 
Olmstead (1912-1962, F: 113848634). Their son was Charles Lee Olmstead (1932-2019). – 
Married 1 Jun 1967 in La Crosse, Whitman WA to William A. Baldwin (1900-1979, F: 
96301848). – Mildred’s Find A Grave record lists her surname as Olmstead as does her 
tombstone. – Buried in La Crosse Cemetery, La Crosse, Whitman WA. F: 113848633 

 
Siblings:  

• Maud Rigg, Dec 1890 WA -   Listed in the 1900 census. 
• Harve George Rigg, 2 Feb 1892 Washtucna, Adams WA [also found as Ritzville] – 20 Aug 

1959 Spokane, Spokane WA. Also found as Harvey. Married 28 Oct 1943 in Lewiston, Nez 
Perce ID to Margaret Elizabeth Wood (1908-1961, F: 127869938).  Served in the US Marine 
Corps in WWI, earning the Purple Heart. Died at the Veterans Hospital. Was a boiler 
fireman. Buried in Normal Hill Cemetery, Lewiston, Nez Perce ID. F: 127869929 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 536-03-4873 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Fletcher, Adams WA 
George Rigg, 39 KS, Mar 1861, parents b. England, widowed, farmer 
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Maud, 9 WA, Dec 1890, father b. KS, mother b. MI [daughter] 
Harvey, 8 WA, Feb 1892, father b. KS, mother b. MI [son] 
Earl L., 3 WA, Mar 1897, father b. KS, mother b. MI [son] 
Shirdy, 16 WA, Apr 1884, father b. WA, mother b. KS, laborer, farm [nephew] 
 
1910 Salmon Creek, Clark WA – living with his maternal grandparents 
Murdock C. Stewart, 72 Scotland, parents b. Scotland, in 1st marriage, married 38 years, 
farmer, general farm 
Martha Stewart, 58 MI, father b. NY, mother b. England, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 
children, 2 are living [wife] 
Irl Rigg, 14 WA, father b. KS, mother b. MI [grandson – obviously a phonetic spelling of 
“Earl”] 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 Greenacres, Spokane WA – Center St. 
Lee E. Rigg, 34 WA, father b. KS, mother b. US, age 24 at 1st marriage, laborer, paper mill 
Nora E. Rigg, 37 WA, father b. OH, mother b. England, age 18 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Leland E. Rigg, 8 WA, parents b. WA [son] 
Henry A. Rigg, 7 WA, parents b. WA [son] 
Mildred M. Rains, 17 WA, father b. AR, mother b. WA [stepdaughter] 
 
1940 Greenacres, Spokane WA – in same house in 1935 
Lee E. Rigg, 44 WA, laborer, paper mill 
Nora Eve, 47 WA 
Leland E., 18 WA 
Henry A., 17 WA 
 
1950 Greenacres, Spokane WA – Alki 
Leland E. Rigg, 53 WA, sand blaster, Naval Supply Depot 
Nora E., 58 WA 
 


