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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Rainer, John Marion 
1896 TX – 1952 TX 
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John Aubrey Rainer holding daughter Editha LaFaye (about 6 months old). Standing: son Aubrey 

Rainer - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/13871710/person/7876423/media/a964b43e-07d0-4424-b32f-

3bb48906192d?_phsrc=hF 
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Obituary of John Marion Rainer – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 21 Dec 1952 p 80 
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TX death record of John Marion Rainer - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062414-
02792?pId=22407215 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062414-02792?pId=22407215
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062414-02792?pId=22407215
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9RB-TWMM 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406271_0407-

01739?pId=1476737 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406271_0407-01739?pId=1476737
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406271_0407-01739?pId=1476737
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The right John Rainer? – “Ardmore (OK) Daily Press” Wednesday 10 Dec 1924 p 6 

 

 
John lived on the Refinery Road – “Ardmore (OK) Democrat” Thursday 1 Jun 1950 p 4 

 
 

Wife: 
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Wife Cora Dell Cole Rainer Dickinson – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/18277485/person/130021594769/media/420c8f39-9f91-47f1-a827-d48d3c97d525 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18277485/person/130021594769/media/420c8f39-9f91-47f1-a827-d48d3c97d525
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18277485/person/130021594769/media/420c8f39-9f91-47f1-a827-d48d3c97d525
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Clara Cole is age 15 when she marries 24-year-old John Rainer at Liberty Bible Church, Ardmore, 

Carter OK on 6 Nov 1920 – https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-
1-9722-20823-63?pId=63978876 

 
Children: 

 

https://www/
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Sons Oras Azel Rainer (standing) and Leonard Marion Rainer (baby on chair) – 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/18277485/person/130024637199/media/30f1baf0-bd03-4a0f-8689-1388df2b8104 

 

   
Daughter Editha LaFaye Rainer (later Hendrix) – Left: Ardmore (OK) High School yearbook, 1956 – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_33_1956_0114?pId=423910
770 AND right: Ardmore (OK) High School yearbook 1957 – 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18277485/person/130024637199/media/30f1baf0-bd03-4a0f-8689-1388df2b8104
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18277485/person/130024637199/media/30f1baf0-bd03-4a0f-8689-1388df2b8104
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_33_1956_0114?pId=423910770
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_33_1956_0114?pId=423910770
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_33_1957_0078?pId=427834
427 

 
Siblings: 

 
 

 
Obituary of brother Walter Rainer (1894-1961) – “Ventura (CA) County Star” Monday 22 May 1961 p 

12 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_33_1957_0078?pId=427834427
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_33_1957_0078?pId=427834427
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Obituary of brother Walter Rainer – “Ventura (CA) Star” Tuesday 23 May 1961 p 8 

 



13 
 

 

 
TX death record of sister Daisy Rainer Glaze Simmons Sanderson – which conflicts with Social 

Security record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/484674:2272 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/484674:2272
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Daisy’s Social Security record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/43631385:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3f22bc14a88e91fa4b4fbc4fda499a7d&_phsrc
=hFB46798&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/43631385:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3f22bc14a88e91fa4b4fbc4fda499a7d&_phsrc=hFB46798&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/43631385:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3f22bc14a88e91fa4b4fbc4fda499a7d&_phsrc=hFB46798&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/43631385:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3f22bc14a88e91fa4b4fbc4fda499a7d&_phsrc=hFB46798&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Daisy Rainer’s 1st husband, Stephen Jefferson Glaze – “Lubbock (TX) Morning 

Avalanche” Friday 30 Mar 1934 p 11 
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Obituary of Daisy’s 3rd husband, Calvert H. Sanderson, d. 27 Aug 1976 San Bernardino, San 

Bernardino CA – “San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Sunday 29 Aug 1976 p 25 
 

       
 
Name:  John Marion Rainer 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,569 
Entered service from:  Cone, Crosby TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John M. Rainer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Joe G. Rainer,  Cone TX 
Returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John M. Rainer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Joe G. Rainer, Cone TX (wagoner, Sup. Co. 9th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Marion Rainer - b. 3 Mar 1896 Lott TX; res: 
Bovina, Parmer TX. Single. Farming for D.B. Williams, Bovina TX. Tall & stout. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Marion Rainer - b. 13 Mar 1896 Lott, Falls TX; 
res: 5 no. 26 [all questionable], Ref [Refinery] Rd., Ardmore, Carter OK. “Rt. foot gun shot wound” – 
Height: 6’ – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  22 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  18 Aug 1919 
Address:  1317 – 4th Ave. NE, Ardmore OK 
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Rank/unit:    wagoner, Supply Co., 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 13 Mar 1896 Lott, Falls TX  
Died: 18 Dec 1952 McKinney, Collin TX (Veterans Hospital)    
Find A Grave record:  24316719 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Ardmore, Carter OK 
Cemetery:  Rose Hill 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Oklahoma Wagoner Sup Co. 9 Inf 2 Div WWI   
 
Father:  Joel Green (“Joe”) Rainer, 22 May 1863 Coryell Co. T – 24 Jun 1937 Ardmore, Carter 
OK. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Elizabeth Lenora (“Lizzie”) Wooley Rainer, 10 Oct 1871 LA – 24 Dec 1924 Ardmore, 
Carter OK.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   1893 
 
Spouse: Clara Dell Cole Rainer Dickinson, 17 Mar 1905 – 19 Feb 1993 Ardmore, Carter OK. 
SSN 448-01-0305. Daughter of George Washington Cole & Nancy Jane Williams.  
In 1959 Clara Rainer married Rossie Lindsey Dickinson (1903 OK – 1980 OK, F: 135748452) 
who is buried in Hewitt Cemetery, Wilson, Carter OK with his wife Mattie Thomas Baker 
(1903-1958) whom he had married in 1924. Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Ardmore, Carter 
OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 19381218   
Marriage: 6 Nov 1920 Carter Co. OK 
 
Children: 

• Oras Azel Rainer, 7 May 1923 Ardmore, Carter OK – 28 Apr 1975 Ardmore, Carter OK. 
Husband of Marion Ethel Smith, later Canada (1923-1990, F: 109554240) whom he married 
25 Nov 1942 in Carter Co. OK. Buried in Hillcrest Memorial Park, Ardmore, Carter OK. F: 
108829304 

• Leonard Marion Rainer, 18 Nov 1930 Ardmore, Carter OK – 27 Sep 1934 Ardmore, Carter 
OK. Husband of Leona. Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Ardmore, Carter OK. F: 68645842 

• Aubrey Gene (“Cotton”/A.G.) Rainer, 15 May 1934 Ardmore, Carter OK – 19 Apr 2008 
Ardmore, Carter OK. SSN 442-30-4389. Married 22 Sep 1956 in Gainesville, Cook TX to Elsie 
Janette Blundell (1935-1999, burial location unknown, F: 23902104).  According to Elsie’s 
Find A Grave record, the couple operated Cotton’s Service Station in Ardmore, Carter OK.  

• Editha LaFaye Rainer Hendrix, 7 Aug 1940 Ardmore, Carter OK – 16 Feb 2003. Wife of Marion 
Wayne Hendrix (1937-1995, F: 125077993). Buried in Elmwood Memorial Park, Abilene, 
Taylor T. F: 125077991 

 
Siblings:  
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• Walter Rainer, (Sr.) 16 Jan 1894 Lott, Falls TX – 21 May 1961 Ventura, Ventura CA. Husband 
of Liddie Emily Berry (1896-1984, F: 209231888). Buried in Ivy Lawn Memorial Park, Ventura, 
Ventura CA. F: 209231912 

• Daisy Ellen Rainer Glaze Simmons Sanderson, 19 Aug 1897 Lott, Falls TX [date on TX death 
record but her birthdate varies – ca. 1903 in 1910 census when she is 7 years old – or 19 Aug 
1902 on Social Security record]  – 24 Feb 1980 Lubbock, Lubbock TX . SSN 453-14-6493.  
Confused in online family trees with a woman b. 1903 TX & died Nov 1986 in England. Listed 
as Mrs. Daisy Simmons of Lubbock TX in John’s Dec 1952 obituary. - As Lucile D. Rainer, 
age 18, married 30 Apr 1921 in Carter Co. OK to S.J. Glaze. In the 1930 census for Lubbock, 
Lubbock TX, Daisy Glaze (28) lived with husband Jeff S. Glaze (46 TN). Her husband was 
Stephen Jefferson Glaze (25 May 1884 Giles Co. TN – 29 Mar 1934 Lubbock Co. TX, buried in 
City of Lubbock Cemetery, Lubbock, Lubbock TX, F: 7608126. He had married 30 Apr 1911 
in St. Joseph, Buchanan MO to Lula A. Thompson (1891-1919, F: 184872222). In the 1940 
Lubbock, Lubbock TX census, Jeff S. Glaze (46 TN, father b. TN, mother b. GA, laborer at a 
planing mill) lived with wife Daisy (28 TX, father b. TX, mother b. LA) & 5 Glaze children. The 
three oldest - George (16 MO), son Cleo (14 IA) & Zelda (11 NE) listed a mother born in NE, 
while Walter L. (7 NM) & Thomas (4 TX) had a mother b. in TX.  - As Daisy Glaze, married 29 
Nov 1947 to Elzey Eugene Simmons (1894-1961, F: 8675595).  – On 3 Sep 1973 in Lubbock 
Co. TX, Daisy Rainer Simmons (age 74) married Calvert Henry Sanderson (27 Jul 1899 – 27 
Aug 1976, Greenleaf Cemetery, Brownwood, Brown TX, F: 120592102). TX death records list 
her with surname Sanderson. Buried as Simmons in City of Lubbock Cemetery, Lubbock, 
Lubbock TX. F: 8675592 in one Find A Grave record but listed as Daisy Sanderson in the 
same cemetery, F: 99494069. 

• Bell Rainer – a mystery. Was listed in 1900 census as age 2, b. TX – but with a birthdate of 
Feb 1888, which computes to age 12. Daisy is NOT listed in this census and her birthdate 
varies on records. May be one of the 5 children out of 8 reported to have died by her mother 
Lizzie in the 1910 census. 

• Gilbert Rainer, ca. 1906 Lott, Falls TX –    Resident of San Antonio TX in Dec 1952 when his 
brother John died. He is referred to as “Gilbert Franks” of San Antonio TX in his brother 
Walter’s May 1961 obituary. 

• Viola B. Rainer Mayes, 15 Apr 1907 TX [or 1910 on cemetery wall or 15 Apr 1914 in OR death 
record] – 8 Nov 1991 Portland, Multnomah OR. SSN 443-16-0325. Married R.M. (Robert 
Mathew) Mayes on 4 Feb 1923 in Carter Co. OK. He was born 12 Jun 1888 OK & when he 
registered for the WWI draft, lived in Carter Co. OK. Social Security reports her last 
residence in Portland, Multnomah OR. Buried in Wilhelm’s Portland Memorial Mausoleum, 
Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 219598187 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Texans aboard 
Tuscania: John M. Rainer of Cone TX 
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“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – “85 Texans Among Known Survivors of 
Tuscania Tragedy” – John M. Rainer, Cone TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 21 Dec 1952 p 16B (109) - age 56, employee of 
Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation. Funeral 20 Dec 1952 Ardmore OK. Well-known 
farmer/stockman of the county (Carter Co. OK). Member of American Legion. Served 18 months in 
Army infantry in France in WWI. Survived by wife Clara, daughter, 2 sons, sister, 2 brothers  
 
Social Security number:  448-01-0306 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Lott, Falls TX 
Joe RANIER [as indexed, but can be read as Rainer], 37 TX, May 1863, parents b. AL, 
married 7 years, brick moulder 
Lizzi, 28 LA, Oct 1871, father b. NC, mother b. MS, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Walter, 6 TX, Jan 1894 
Johnie, 4 TX, Mar 1896 
Bell, 2 TX, Feb 1888 [this does not compute – was she age 12? Was she born Feb 1898?] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 5, Knox Co. TX 
J.G. RAINEY [as indexed, but can be read as Rainer], 45 TX, parents b. AL, in 1st marriage, 
married 18 years, blacksmith, shop 
Lizzie, 39 LA, father b. NC, mother b. MS, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 5 are 
living 
Walter, 16 TX 
John, 14 TX 
Daisie, 7 TX 
Gilbert, 4 TX 
Viola, 2 TX 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 Morgan, Carter OK 
John RAINOR, 33 TX, parents b. TX, age 25 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farm, WWI 
veteran 
Clair, 25 OK, father b. LA, mother b. KY,, age 15 at 1st marriage 
Oras, 6 OK 
 
1940 Morgan, Carter OK – in 1935 in rural Carter Co. OK 
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John Rainer, 44 TX, farm operator, farm 
Clara, 35 OK 
Oris, 16 OK 
Aubrey G., 5 OK 
& lodger Hollis Deen, 16 OK 
 
1950 Morgan, Carter OK  
John Rainer, 54 TX, warehouse manager, wholesale grocery company 
Clara, 45 OK 
Aubrey, 15 OK, odd jobs 
Editha, 9 OK 
 


