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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Rice, Alpha Leroy 

1881 MI – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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Alpha Leroy Rice - “Lansing (MI) State Journal” 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/205396366/?terms=%22a%20l%20rice%22%20corre
spondent&match=1 

 
 

 
“Grand Rapids (MI) Press” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1111519297/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/205396366/?terms=%22a%20l%20rice%22%20correspondent&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/205396366/?terms=%22a%20l%20rice%22%20correspondent&match=1
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Find A Grave 55953963 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/30228529:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e08aa2c3ea5a02e4721abe2db7baba2&_phsrc

=hFB48574&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQW1-PXT2 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9N6-

9?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-SH1X 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30228529:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e08aa2c3ea5a02e4721abe2db7baba2&_phsrc=hFB48574&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30228529:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e08aa2c3ea5a02e4721abe2db7baba2&_phsrc=hFB48574&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30228529:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e08aa2c3ea5a02e4721abe2db7baba2&_phsrc=hFB48574&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQW1-PXT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9N6-9?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-SH1X
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9N6-9?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-SH1X
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LT65-58T 
 
 

Long before dating apps or online dating – Alpha Rice’s “The Correspondent” matrimonial paper, 
published by a bachelor: 

 

 
“Muskogee (OK) Daily Phoenix & Times-Democrat” Sunday 27 Oct 1912 p 14  

 

 
“Camden (NJ) Courier Post” Wednesday 19 Feb 1915 p 7 
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 
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[article continues” 

“Farmington (MI) Enterprise” – source undated -  http://history.farmlib.org/localhist/pdfcache/np-
1177-2.pdf 
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“Detroit (MI) Free Press” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 76 

 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Nelson Floyd Rice – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Tuesday 24 Jul 1945 p 12 

 
Mother: 
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marriage of Nelson Floyd Rice to Mary Emma Damm on 2 Feb 1881 in Albion, Calhoun MI - 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/93DW-R2M 

 
Father’s 2nd wife (after Alpha had died,): 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/93DW-R2M
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=5142397&tid=&pid=&queryId=78300a9f5c08debe24d0f25ecc1
80c08&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB48586&_phstart=successSource 

 
Sibling: 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=5142397&tid=&pid=&queryId=78300a9f5c08debe24d0f25ecc180c08&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB48586&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=5142397&tid=&pid=&queryId=78300a9f5c08debe24d0f25ecc180c08&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB48586&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=5142397&tid=&pid=&queryId=78300a9f5c08debe24d0f25ecc180c08&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB48586&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N3T1-FPZ 
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Obituary of Charles Rice’s widow Cecil Ida King Rice Roll – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Tuesday 28 

Dec 1976 p 4 
 

Half-siblings (by his mother’s 2nd marriage: 
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MI death record of half-sister Ruth Emma Wood (1894-1909) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354726-
01649?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2316937 

   
   
Name:  Alpha Leroy Rice 
Name variations:  Alfa 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Alpha died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Charlotte, Eaton MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Alpha L. Rice 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Nelson F. Rice, RFD 1, Charlotte MI 
Body not recovered – missing in action 
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World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born: 30 Oct 1881 
Enlisted:  15 Nov 1917 
Died: 5 Feb 1918   
Address:  Charlotte MI 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. F, 4th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 30 Oct 1881 Albion, Calhoun MI  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania (missing in action)    
Find A Grave record: 55953963 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Suresnes, Departement des Hauts-de-Seine, Ile-de-France, France 
Cemetery:  Suresnes American Cemetery & Memorial 
Tombstone: on plaque of missing – from MI 
 
Father:  Nelson Floyd Rice, 4 Sep 1857 Roxand, Eaton MI – 22 Jul 1945 Eaton Co. MI. Son of 
Nelson Freeman Rice & Cythera Alrena Sprague (F: 41758487). Buried in Needmore 
Cemetery, Needmore, Eaton MI. 
Find A Grave:  40278886 
 
Mother: Mary Emma Damm (Dahm) [also found as Darwin] Rice Wood, 14 Oct 1862 
Marshall, Calhoun MI – 8 Nov 1903 Ithaca, Gratiot MI. Daughter of Peter Damm. He might 
be the Peter Dahm buried in Azalia Cemetery, Azalia, Monroe Co. MI, F: 60651405. Peter 
died 4 May 1886 in Monroe Co. MI according to the “flower” on his Find A Grave record. 
Mary E. Damm Rice married Edwin A. Wood (25 Jun 1862 MI – 5 Jul 1924 MI, buried in 
Mount Park Cemetery, Pontiac, Oakland MI, F: 235259581), the son of William Francis 
Wood & Mary Elizabeth Griffin, on 9 Apr 1890 in Ithaca, Gratiot MI. Both were age 27. His 
parents are listed, but hers are not. 
In the 1900 census for Ithaca, Gratiot MI, Edwin A. Wood, 37 WI, b. Jun 1862, father b. MI, 
mother’s birthplace unknown, day laborer, lived with wife Emma (37 MI, b. Oct 1862, 
parents b. Germany) & daughter Rutha L. Wood (4 MI, Nov 1895, at school) & son Willie G. 
(2 MI, Aug 1897). Emma reported giving birth to 4 children, 4 of whom were living [which 
would include Alpha & Charles Rice]. Following Emma’s death in 1903, Edwin married 
Martha Cordray Runyon (1882-1946) in 1905. 
Buried in Ithaca Cemetery, Ithaca, Gratiot MI. 
Find A Grave:  61873869 
Parents’ marriage:  Nelson R. Rice, 23, resident of Albion MI & Mary E. Damm, 19, resident 
of Marshall MI, both b. MI, married 2 Feb 1881 in Albion, Calhoun MI 
 
Father’s second wife (after Alpha’s death): 
Second wife: Josephine E. Satterly (Satterlee) Hampton Derby Rice, 6 Oct 1856 NY – 24 
May 1948 Chester, Eaton MI. She was the daughter of Isaac L. Satterly (F: 35259310) & Julia 
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Ann Cobb (also found as Goff & Colf, F: 35259394. – Josephine Satterly, age 23, married on 
22 Aug 1882 in Lansing, Ingham MI to Charles L. Hampton. - Married in 1904 to Edwin 
Charles Derby (1843 NY – 1921 MI, F: 129944614). Edwin had previously married, in 1866, 
to Ellen D. Carpenter (1844-1902). 
Buried in Needmore Cemetery, Needmore, Eaton MI. 
Her Find A Grave:40278914 
Their marriage: 22 Dec 1932 in Sunfield, Eaton MI. Nelson Floyd Rice was age 75 & Mrs. 
Josephine Derby was age 76. He reported he had been married once before; Josephine said 
she had been married twice before.  
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Sibling: 

• Charles (Charley) Rice, 20 Oct 1883 Eagle, Clinton MI – 11 Oct 1946 Eaton Co. MI. Married 
Ida Cecil / Cecil Ida King (b. 15 Jul 1899 Russel, White AR – 26 Dec 1967 Charlotte, Eaton 
MI, SSN 363-48-5138) on 8 Nov 1919 in Charlotte, Eaton MI, F: 40278976. [Her side of their 
shared tombstone is empty of death information.] She was the daughter of Fred King & 
Minnie May Livermore King Eades. After Charles’s death, Cecil Rice married Lawrence Karl 
Roll.  Buried in Needmore Cemetery, Needmore, Eaton MI. F: 40278945 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Mary Emma Damm’s 2nd marriage, to Edwin A. Wood 

• Ruth Emma Wood, 1 Nov 1894 MI – 20 Apr 1909 Grand Ledge, Eaton MI. Records list her as 
daughter of Edwin A. Wood & Emma Daum. Died of tuberculosis at age 14 years, 5 months, 
19 days. According to her MI birth record, she is buried in Ithaca (likely Ithaca Cemetery, 
Ithaca, Gratiot MI) but is not on Find A Grave as of 28 Aug 2022. 

• Willie G. Wood, Aug 1897 MI (1900 census).  
 
 
 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Operated 1 of the best-known matrimonial connection newspapers in the country, "The 
Correspondent." Ads for it appeared nationwide. He was not married. 
 
Also known as "The Handcuff King" - an escape artist, juggler, sleight-of-hand performer in 
traveling circuses. 
 
Wartime: 
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As of 21 Feb 1918 - "Yale [MI] Expositor" - his name was not on the dead or alive list. 
Enlisted when past draft age. See Find A Grave record for full story 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Roxand, Eaton MI – his father, but no children listed 
Floyd N. Rice, 42 MI, Sep 1857, divorced, father b. NY, mother b. MI, farmer [head of 
household] 
 
1910 Roxand, Eaton MI 
Floyd Rice, 52 MI, widow, father b. NY, mother b. MI 
Alpha, 28 MI, single, parents b. MI, painter, house [son] 
Charles, 26 MI, single, parents b. MI, laborer, odd jobs 
 
1920 Roxand, Eaton MI – after Alpha’s death 
Charles Rice, 30 MI, parents b. MI, farmer, farm 
Cecil J. Rice, 20 MI, father b. MI, mother b. IL [wife] 
Nelson F. Rice, 62 MI, father b. NY, mother b. MI [father] 
 


