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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Revell, Clarence Percival 
1894 MI – 1969 WI 

 
 

 
Clarence Percival Revell – Find A Grave 66912726 
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Clarence Percival Revell – using his alias Richard Clarence Revell – is 3rd from left – “New York Daily 

News” Monday 2 Feb 1925 p 4 
 
 
 
 

 
MN claims he died in Hennepin Co. MN on 14 Jul 1969 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2207654:7316?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=0ee17eebcc2dd13e24
d019559c38b593&_phsrc=hFB48192&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Listed in WI death index but no place of death - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/666113:8790  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2207654:7316?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=0ee17eebcc2dd13e24d019559c38b593&_phsrc=hFB48192&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2207654:7316?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=0ee17eebcc2dd13e24d019559c38b593&_phsrc=hFB48192&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2207654:7316?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=0ee17eebcc2dd13e24d019559c38b593&_phsrc=hFB48192&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/666113:8790
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/666113:8790
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WA, WWI service record – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ5R-VNN2 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ5R-VNN2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7823-55T2 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2987556:2375?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=c8a9930fb3f3c79f8339
4f89f58569b2&_phsrc=hFB48190&_phstart=successSource 

 
Wife Winifred Clyde Mergell 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7823-55T2
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2987556:2375?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=c8a9930fb3f3c79f83394f89f58569b2&_phsrc=hFB48190&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2987556:2375?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=c8a9930fb3f3c79f83394f89f58569b2&_phsrc=hFB48190&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2987556:2375?tid=168677009&pid=272188294524&queryId=c8a9930fb3f3c79f83394f89f58569b2&_phsrc=hFB48190&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Clarence Percival Revell – using his alias of Richard Clarence Revell – to Winifred Clyde 

Mergell on 27 Aug 1921 in Amityville, Suffolk NY - https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=2524248&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=9279 
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Marriage of ex-wife Winifred Clyde Mergell Revell to Francis James Drake on 15 Dec 1938 - 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=9279&h=27735301&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525 

 

And his alternative name, Richard Clarence Revell: 
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Same birth date & place, same parents - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/12422261:60901 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12422261:60901
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12422261:60901
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Incarcerated at Sing Sing Prison NY on 13 Mar 1925 for robbery/”sh” for 40 [years?] 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9493:8922 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9493:8922
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Monday 2 Feb 1925 p 3 
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“Brooklyn (NY) Daily Eagle” Tuesday 17 Feb 1925 p 19 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Saturday 14 Mar 1925 p 2 

 
 
 
 

Family tragedy: 
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The blasting powder explosion kills Clarence’s father & brother George (actually sister Georgia) – 

his mother & sister Nellie “fatally injured” with sister Mabel thrown 30 feet from the house & 
Clarence, 10 months, thrown 60 feet – “Neenah (WI) Daily Times” Tuesday 9 Oct 1894 p 1 
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This article, which is printed in several newspapers in other states, says the dead at John, Peter, 

Dan & Louis Revell & Mrs. Louise Peterson – while Clarence, his mother & Thomas Revell are 
injured – Mabel is not mentioned nor is Georgia – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 9 Oct 1894 

p 2 
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Death of Nellie on 8 Oct 1894 – “Weekly Wisconsin” (Milwaukee WI) Saturday 13 Oct 1894 p 1 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355354-

00451?pId=319000 
l           
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Name:  Clarence Percival Revell 
Name variations:  used the name Richard Clarence Revell to marry Winifred Clyde Mergell 
& when he committed robbery & was sentenced to prison in NY  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 6th Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,905 (incoming passenger roster) – 249,906 (Veterans Administration 
Master Index) 
Entered service from:  Superior, Douglas WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Clarence P. Revell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother-in-law Abner J. Baker, [handwritten: 806 Cummings Ave.] 
Superior WI 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Clarence P. Revell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother-in-law Abner J. Revell, 806 Cummings Ave., Superior 
WI (pvt, 100th Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Clarence Revell - b. 28 Feb 1894 Bessemer MI; res: 
Aberdeen, Grays Harbor WA. Single. Logger for Saginaw Tim {Timber?] Co., Saginaw WA. Short & 
stout. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Clarence Percival Revell - b. 28 Dec 1894 Bessmer 
[sic/Bessemer] MI; res: Arcata, Humboldt CA. Mailing address: General Delivery, Arcata, Humboldt 
CA. NOK sister Mrs. Mabel Baker, 627 Fisher Ave., Superior WI. Employed by California Barrel Co. 
Ltd., Arcata, Humboldt CA. Height: 5’10” – 170 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  10 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  3 Jun 1919 
Address:  Dannemora NY [the Clinton State Prison – as in the 1930 census?] 
Rank/unit:  private, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Dec 1894 Bessemer, Gogebic MI  
Died: 14 Jul 1969 Superior, Douglas WI    
Find A Grave record: 66912726 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Superior, Douglas WI 
Cemetery:  Greenwood 
Tombstone: not pictured on Findagrave but inscription reported as: Wisconsin Pvt 100th Aero Sq 
WWI  
 
Father:  John Revell, 24 Mar 1868 Owen Sound, Grey, Ontario, Canada – 8 Oct 1894 
Ironwood, Gogebic MI. Son of John C. Revell & Mary Jane Adams. John placed “giant 
powder” or dynamite (account differs) in his home’s stove to warm it up and blew the 
house to pieces, as well as himself and two daughters, Nellie & Georgia. Newspaper 
accounts also indicate other fatalities & other family members, but the official MI death 
record lists only John, Nellie & Georgia. 
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Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Margaret Jane (Maggie) McCauley Revell Baker, 12 May 1862 Owen Sound, Grey, 
Ontario, Canada – ca. 1900. Daughter of Alexander (“Black Alex”) McCauley & Ellen 
Latimer. During the 8 Oct 1894 house explosion, she was holding 10-month-old Clarence 
in her arms near the doorway & was thrown 40 feet while Clarence was thrown 60 feet.  
On 6 Jun 1899 Maggie Revell married Abner J. Baker in St. Louis Co. MN. She is apparently 
dead by the time of the 1900 census (conducted 1 Jun 1900) & when her daughter Mabel 
Revell marries her stepfather Abner J. Baker on 3 Jul 1901 in Douglas Co. WI.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  ca. 1888 which makes John only around 15 years old when Mabel is 
born. 
 
Stepfather/brother-in-law:  
Name: Abner James Baker, Jul 1865 NY – 1923 Superior, Douglas WI.  
First married Margaret Revell, then her daughter Mabel. 
Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. 
Find A Grave: 64587462 
Marriage – married Maggie Revell (Clarence’s mother) on 6 Jun 1899 in St. Louis Co. MN – 
married Mabel Revell [Clarence’s sister] on 3 Jul 1901 Douglas Co. WI 
 
Spouse:  Winifred Clyde Mergell Revell Drake, 5 Jun 1898 Amityville, Suffolk NY – 10 Jan 
1998 Titusville, Brevard FL. In the 1920 census, Winifred Mergell lives with parents 
Christopher Mergell (41 NY) & Minnie (Wright) Mergell on DeBevoise Ave., Roosevelt, 
Nassau NY. – In the 1925 NY state census, Winifred Revell (26, account clerk) lives at 310 
N. Main St., Hempstead, Nassau NY with parents Crist Mergell (47 US) & Minnie Mergell (50 
US) & sister Thelma Mergell (20 US, stenographer).  On 15 Dec 1938 in Alexandria VA, 
Winifred Revell married Francis James Drake (1897 NY – 1985 FL, F: 110293670).  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: as Richard C. Revell, he married on 27 Aug 1921 in Amityville, Suffolk NY to 
Winifred C. Mergell 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Ellen/Nellie Revell, 23 Feb 1890 Owen Sound, Grey, Ontario, Canada – 8 Oct 1894 
Ironwood, Gogebic MI. Died shortly after her father’s placement of blasting powder in their 
home’s stove caused an explosion. She was age 4 years, 8 months, 15 days old. 

• Georgia F. Revell, 3 Oct 1891 Owen Sound, Grey, Ontario, Canada – 8 Oct 1894 Ironwood, 
Gogebic MI. Died instantly when her father’s placement of blasting powder in their home’s 
stove caused an explosion.  She was age 3 years, 0 months, 5 days old.  

• Mabel L. Revell Baker, 1883 Ontario, Canada – 1952 Douglas Co. WI. Newspaper accounts 
say she was severely injured in the 8 Oct 1894 explosion which killed her father & 2 sisters. 
Married her stepfather Abner J. Baker on 3 Jul 1901 in Superior Co. WI. Resident of 627 
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Fisher Ave., Superior WI on 27 Apr 1942 when Clarence registered for the WWII draft. Buried 
in Greenwood Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI. F: 64587484 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
As Richard C. Revell, the leader of a gang of store hold-up men, he was sentenced to Sing 
Sing Prison in NY on 12 Mar 1925 & incarcerated 13 Mar 1925 there. His alias was Ray 
Stuart. He was released from prison on 2 Aug 1932. In the 1930 census, he was an inmate 
in the Clinton State Prison in NY. 
 
When he applies 3 Apr 1922 for a veteran’s pension, Clarence P. Revell resides at 41 
Devoise Avev., Roosevelt NY. He registered for the WWI draft in Saginaw WA. He was born 
in Bessemer MI on 28 Dec 1894. Painter & interior decorator. His parents were deceased 
when he enlisted. He lists his wife as Winifred C. Revell. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 533-14-9241 (under name Clarence Percival Revell) and 390-09-7468 
(under name Richard Clarence Revell) 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Superior, Douglas WI – conducted 1 Jun 1900 
Abner J. Baker, 37 NY, Jul 1863, father b. WI, mother b. NY, lumnberman 
Mable Revell, 17 Canada, Apr 1883, parents b. Canada, at school [stepdaughter – will 
marry Abner in 1901] 
Clarence Revell, 6 MI, Dec 1893, parents b. Canada, at school [stepson]  
Julia Pendergrast, 30 Canada, May 1870, parents b. Canada [housekeeper] 
John Prendergrast, 10 MI, Apr 1890, parents b. Canada, at school [boarder] 
 
1910 Merrill, Lincoln WI 
Clarence Revell, 18 US, parents’ birthplaces unknown, single, laborer, odd jobs 
Boarder with Jacob Miller, 38 Denmark & several other boarders 
 
1920 Mitchel Field, Nassau NY – line 11 
Clarence P. Revell, 26 MI, single, parents b. US, private, Air Service 
Frank P. Lee is listed as the head of household & then a variety of Army personnel are listed 
as a “son” 
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1930 Donnemora, Clinton NY – Clinton State Prison, Cook St. - conducted 18 Apr 1930 – 
line 81 
Richard C. Revell, 34 MI, parents b. US, inmate, laborer, coal gang, WWI veteran  
 
1940 Aberdeen, Grays Harbor WA – 309 N. “G” St. 
Grace W. Hightower, 57 OH, divorced, same place in 1935 [head of household] 
Clarence Revell, 47 MI, divorced, in 1935 in Superior, Douglas WI, laborer, WPA [nephew] 
 


