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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
Rennie, Raymond Otto 

1892 OR – 1952 OR 
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“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 4 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1082683142/ 
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Obituary of Raymond Otto Rennie – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 14 Aug 1952 p 15 & at 
Find A Grave 71194622 

 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_04

10-02397?pId=683124 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0410-02397?pId=683124
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0410-02397?pId=683124
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQLL-NKZM 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/MCF1-GX5 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQLL-NKZM
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/MCF1-GX5
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His swimming companion drowned – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Tuesday 9 Jun 1903 p 3 
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“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Saturday 19 Jun 1915 p 2 

 

 
“Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Wedneday 25 Jun 1919 p 2 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 5 Nov 1924 p 4 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 11 Nov 1924 p 4 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 7 Nov 1928 p 5 

 

 
Walterville OR news: - “Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 30 Aor 1929 p 6 

 

 
Ray the chicken farmer –  left margin is cut off in original - “Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 2 May 

1931 p 3 
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“Lebanon (OR) Express” Thursday 18 May 1933 p 5 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 10 May 1934 p 8 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 30 Dec 1936 p 5 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 6 Jan 1938 p 3 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 9 Mar 1938 p 3 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 22 Apr 1938 p 8 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 29 Dec 1940 p 13 

 



10 
 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 26 Feb 1942 p 4 

 

 
Also attending: Ray’s 2nd wife-to-be Maysel Fitzwater Donat - “Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 22 Jun 

1945 p 5 
 
 

 
- Ray dies 14 Aug 1952 - “Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 3 Mar 1952 p 10 

-  

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 30 Apr 1952 p 16 
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Wife Marjorie Phetteplace 
 

 
Obituary of Marjorie Caroline Phetteplace Rennie – “Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” 

Wednesday 3 Jul 1940 p 8 and found on Find A Grave 71194647 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 18 Nov 1929 p 8 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 22 Feb 1932 p 5 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 7 Jul 1940 p 12 

 
Wife Maysel Fitzwater Donat 
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Obituary of 2nd wife, Maysel Fitzwater Donat Rennie – “Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Monday 2 

Nov 1981 p 3 
 

 
“Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Friday 1 Nov 1940 p 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Son Gordon Grant Rennie (1927-2014) – Find A Grave 133396786 

 
 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 8 Jun 1958 p 21 

 

 
William Homer (Bill) Rennie – Springfield (OR) High School yearbook 1950 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/229370277:1265 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/229370277:1265
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Birth of William Homer Rennie – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 10 Mar 1933 p 5 

 
Father: 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 19 Oct 1945 p 7 

 

 
Obituary of father William M. Rennie – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 6 Jun 1946 p 12 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 6 Jun 1946 p 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/40419106:60901?tid=41219797&pid=432079138700&queryId=10de6703fb9179819a
72b6e00ae8fc62&_phsrc=hFB48150&_phstart=successSource 

   
 

Name:  Raymond Otto Rennie 
Name variations:  Ray  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,393 
Entered service from:  Thurston, Lane OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ray O. Rennie 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father William Rennie, Thurston OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ray O. Rennie 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William M. Rennie, Thurston OR (sgt, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ray Otto Rennie - b. 2 Jan 1893 Salem OR; res: 
Walterville, Lane OR. Single. Farmer for self, Walterville OR. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ray Otto Rennie - b. 2 Jan 1892 Salem OR; res: Rt. 
2, Springfield OR. NOK F.J. Rennie, Thurston OR. Self-employed, at home address. Height: 
5’9” – 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  14 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Springfield OR 
Rank/unit:    sergeant, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  2 Jan 1892 Salem, Marion OR (WWI draft: 1893)  
Died: 14 Aug 1952 Thurston, Lane Co. OR    
Find A Grave record: 71194622 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Eugene, Lane OR 
Cemetery:  Rest-Haven Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Washington Sgt 20 Engineers WWI   
 
Father:  William M. Rennie, 11 Oct 1864 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 5 Jun 1946 
Leaburg, Lane OR. Son of William Milne Rennie & Jane C. Grant. He reportedly built the 1st 
flour mill in San Francisco CA. Buried in City View Cemetery, Salem, Marion OR. 
Find A Grave:  51185522 
 
Mother:  Mary E. Blanton Rennie, Sep 1868 OR – 14 Mar 1938 Lane Co. OR. Daughter of 
John W. Blanton (F: 24826810) & Catherine Shepherd (F: 24826805). Buried in City View 
Cemetery, Salem, Marion OR. 
Find A Grave:  51185514 
Parents’ marriage:  10 Oct 1888 Marion Co. OR 
 
Spouse:  Marjorie Caroline Phetteplace Rennie, 20 Aug 1896 Howard, Miner SD – 1 Jul 1940 
Eugene, Lane Co. OR. Daughter of Homer Edward Phetteplace & Inga Sophia Hanson. 
Marjorie & Ray had 2 sons: Gordon & William (Bill/Billy). Buried in Rest-Haven Memorial 
Park, Eugene, Lane OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  71194647 
Marriage: 21 [according to obituaries] or 22[according to records] Sep 1924 in Eugene, 
Lane Co. OR.  
 
Spouse:  Maysel Millie Fitzwater Donat Rennie, 28 Jul 1894 Lebanon OR – 31 Oct 1981 Linn 
Co. OR. Daughter of Jacob Uriah Fitzwater & Effie Jane Burtenshaw. In 1910 she lived in 
Waterloo, Linn OR with her parents. 
Her 1st husband was Arthur Cyril Donat, 16 Sep 1891 Chicago, Cook IL – 6 Mar 1957 
Jackson Co. OR, F: 66315177, whom she married 15 Sep 1916 in Linn Co. OR. Their son 
was Jake Anthony Donat (1917-1996). In the 1920 census, the family of 3 lived in Portland, 
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Multnomah OR. = Arthur & Maysel divorced on 31 Nov 1940 in Albany OR. In the 1950 
census, Maysel Donat is a lodger with Ray Rennie & son William in Thurston, Lane OR. 
Buried in IOOF Cemetery, Lebanon, Linn OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  30567283 
Marriage:  13 Sep 1951 Reno, Washoe NV 
 
Children: by wife Marjorie Phetteplace 

• Gordon Grant Rennie, 1 Jan 1927 Eugene, Lane OR – 6 Jul 2014 Springfield, Lane OR. 
Worked on the family dairy farm in Thurston OR (Rennie’s Dairy). Joined the US Navy after 
graduating from Springfield (OR) High School & served during the last 2 years of WWII in the 
South Pacific. After studying for 2 years at the U of OR, he was called back to the Navy 
during the Korean War. He returned to the U of OR to complete his degree in the speech & 
radio department. He met Sandra Jean Price (1931-2016, F: 178244032) at the university 
when he returned; they married14 Aug 1954 in Boise, Ada ID. The couple moved to Thurston 
OR & soon after moved to the house where his father had lived for 58 years. Worked for 
KUGN radio & the Eugene Chamber of Commerce & public relations for Sacred Heart 
Hospital. After retirement, he opened a clock repair shop in Eugene, Lane OR.  

• William (Bill/Billy) Homer Rennie, 22 Feb 1933 OR -   . Married on1 5 Jun 1958 at age 25 in 
Santa Cruz Co. CA to Suzanne M. Coffey, age 23. When he enlisted on 1 Feb 1959 in the 
military, he gave a birthdate of 22 Feb 1931. In 1993-1995, he lived at 8758 Thurston Rd., 
Springfield OR.  

 
Stepson: by his 2nd wife Maysel Fitzwater with her 1st husband, Arthur Cyril Donat 

• Jake Anthony Donat, 19 Oct 1917 Chicago, Cook IL – 21 Jul 1996 Calistoga, Napa CA. Burial 
details unknown. F: 235141882 

 
Siblings:  

• Ada Pearl Rennie Goff, 8 Dec 1893 Salem, Marion OR – 14 Jun 1979 Multnomah Co. OR. 
Listed as Mrs. T.W. Goss of Milwaukie OR in Aug 1952 when Ray died. Married 24 Jan 1910 
in Lane Co. OR to Eugene Washington Goff Jr. (1888-1974). Not on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 
2022. 

• Ennis William Rennie, 8 Oct 1899 Salem, Marion OR – 18 Apr 1982 Lane Co. OR. Resident of 
Eugene OR in Aug 1952 when Ray died. Married 19 Dec 1922 in Lane Co. OR to Nettie Ali 
Minney (1904-1972). Not on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 2022. 

• Mabel I. Rennie, Jun 1896 OR – 11 Jun 1900. Died at age 3 years, 11 months, 11 days. Buried 
in City View Cemetery, Salem, Marion OR. F: 51184979 

• Francis John (Frank) Rennie, 2 Apr 1906 Salem, Marion OR – 13 Feb 1990 Lane Co. OR. SSN 
543-05-1183. Resident of Thurston OR in Aug 1952 when Ray died. Married 5 Sep 1931 in 
Lane Co. OR to Opel Inez Taliaferro (1904-1989). Not on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 2022. 

• Harold Earnest Rennie, 17 Jan 1911 Thurston, Lane OR – 3 Jun 1998 Multnomah Co. OR. 
Resident of Portland OR in Aug 1952 when Ray died. Married 29 Feb 1936 to Zelpha Maxine 
Bonney in Union Co. OR. According to Social Security, she changed her surname to 
Brandow in Nov 1947 & to Denham in Sep 1960; she died as Denham. – Married 6 May 1951 
in Multnomah Co. OR to Fannie K. Vaughn (1909 OK – 1985 OR, F: 151660247), the daughter 
of S.P. & Annie Vaughn. Fannie is buried with Harold in Lincoln Memorial Park, Portland, 
Multnomah OR. F: 151660251 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Eugene (OR) Guard" 8 Feb 1918 p 8 - son of William Rennie of Thurston OR. Ray entered 
service just before Christmas 1917. 
 
"Eugene Guard" 12 Feb 1918 p 1 - Ray Rennie is the nephew of Mrs. Clide Harris (Brooks 
OR) & Mrs. Eonis Wait & Mrs. A.W. Weach (both Salem OR). 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Eugene (OR) Guard" 9 Mar 1938 p 6 – Ray Rennie moved his goods & family from a farm 
east of Thurston OR to a farm west of Thurston owned by his wife's brother, Dr. Carl 
Phetteplace & rented out his old farm. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Eugene (OR) Guard" 14 Aug 1952 p 15 - Ray Rennie, resident of Thurston OR, died at age 
60. Born Salem OR 2 Jan 1892. Married Maysel Fitzwater Donat 13 Sep 1951. Maysel, 2 
sons, 3 brothers (Frank, Harold, Enis), sister survive. WWI veteran, member of American 
Legion.  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 North Salem, Marion OR – Front St. 
William Rennie, 34 CA, parents b. Scotland, married 11 years, flower packer 
Mary E., 32 OR, Sep 1867, father b. MO, mother b. KS, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Ray O., 9 OR, Jun 1890, at school 
Helen J., 6 OR, Dec 1893 
Ennis W., 7 months OR, Oct 1899 
Mabel I., 3 OR, Jun 1896 
 
1910 Camp Creek, Lane OR 
William M. Rennie, 44 CA, parents b. Scotland, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, clerk, general 
merchandise 
Mary E., 42 OR, parents b. MO, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Raymond O., 18 OR, clerk, general merchandise 
Ennis W., 16 OR 
Francis J., 4 OR 
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1920 Thurston, Lane OR – Mc--- Highway 
William M. Rennie, 54 CA, parents b. Scotland, general farmer, farmer 
Mary E., 51 OR, father b. MO, mother b. US 
Ray O., 28 OR [unclear if general farm, farmer is crossed through or not] 
Ennis W., 20 OR, general farm, farmer 
Frank J., 13 OR 
Harold E., 8 OR 
 
1930 Thurston, Lane OR – McKenzie Highway 
Ray O. Rennie, 38 SD, father b. MI, mother b. IA [this appears switched with Marjorie’s information], 
age 33 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farm & poultry, WWI veteran 
Marjorie, 34 OR, father b. CA, mother b. OR [this appears switched with Ray’s information], age 29 
at 1st marriage 
Gordon G., 3 years 3 months OR, father b. OR, mother b. SD 
 
1940 Thurston, Lane OR – same place (Lane Co. OR) in 1935 
Ray O. Rennie, 47 OR, proprietor, farm 
Margery C., 43 SD 
Gordon G., 13 OR 
William H., 7 OR 
 
1950 Thurston, Lane OR 
Ray O. Rennie, 58 OR, widowed, farming 
William H. Rennie, 17 OR, helps on farm [son] 
& lodger Maysel M. Donat, 54 OR, widow [Ray & Maysel marry in 1951] 
 


