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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Renfro, Albert Andrew 
1881 CA – 1926? CA? 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQLY-D3W2 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQLY-D3W2
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“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Friday 2 Oct 1908 p 4 
 

Wife ? 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:H98S-CHN2 

 
 

 
“San Luis Obispo (CA) Morning Tribune” Sunday 18 Oct 1903 p 1 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:H98S-CHN2
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“San Luis Obispo (CA) Morning Tribune” Sunday 18 Oct 1903 p 4 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening Sentinel” 23 Oct 1906 p 2 – married in San Luis Obispo Co. 17 Oct 1903: 
Albert A. Renfro, Watsonville & Miss Bird McKay, Lompoc. Birdie b. Jan 1886 CA, daughter of 
William S. & Ellen McKay.  Marriage: 17 Oct 1903: Albert A., b. CA, age 22, resident of Lompoc, 
Santa Barbara CA, Birdie b. CA, age 17, res: Lompoc CA. “said Birdie McKay being a minor consent 
of Ellen L. McKay mother is first had in writing.” Officiant: Rev. John Smithers, San Luis Obispo Co. 
CA. Witnesses: Ellen L. McKay (Lompoc) & Louisa A. Smithers (San Luis Obispo Co.)  

 
 

 
Divorce suit filed by Birdie McKay Renfro vs. Albert Andrew Renfro on grounds of failure to provide – 
“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 27 Feb 1906 p 8 [the San Francisco earthquake occurs 18 Apr 

1906] 
 

 
Divorce filed 26 Feb 1906 – “San Francisco Recorder” Tuesday 27 Feb 1906 p 1 
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Refiling of divorce – “San Francisco Call” Tuesday 8 Oct 1907 p 4 

 
 

 
Who? - “Ventura (CA) Daily Post” Wednesday 30 Apr 1924 p 3 

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary on Find A Grave 14589090 of father John Griffin Renfro 

 
Mother: 
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Death of mother’s brother William Jasper Riley – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening Sentinel” Monday 13 

Mar 1905 p 3 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
1896 – “San Francisco Chronicle” Friday 7 Feb 1896 p 4 – Ella, daughter of J.G. Renfro, an 
expressman who runs on the Southern Pacific Railroad, age 16, left the family home at Watsonville 
CA on the train for San Francisco. Her mother wired the chief of police in San Jose CA & she was 
removed from the train & taken to a hotel to await the arrival of her mother. She had less than $4. 
She said she wanted to see the sights in San Francisco. Rumor has it she was meeting her lover and 
planned to marry him. 
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Left: “San Francisco Call” Thursday 6 Feb 1896 p 4 – Right: “Santa Cruz (CA) Surf” Saturday 8 Feb 

1896 p 3 
 

 
 
1898 – Ella Renfro marries L. Lester (Lester Louis) Edner 30 Aug 1898. She is age 18, he age 22, both 
residents Watsonville CA. Witnesses: Alfred Renfro & Elvira Edner. Elle divorces L. Lester Edner for 
failure to provide ca. 27 Jun 1900 and resumed her maiden name. 
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Marriage license of Ella RENFRO & Lester Louis Edner - “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening Sentinel” 
Thursday 1 Sep 1898 p 3 
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Albert Renfro is a witness to his sister Ella Lavonia Renfro’s 1st marriage, to Lester Louis 
Edner, on 6 Sep 1896 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K8DK-FPW 

 
Divorce of Ella Renfro Edner from Lester Louis Edner - “San Francisco Call” Wednesday 27 

Jun 1900 p 12 
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Marriage of Ella Lavonia Renfro to Gustave Rossi on 31 Mar 1918 in San Francisco, San 

Francisco CA – she is older than he is, not the same age as shown here - 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GCDX-66F 

 

 
Obituary of Ella Lavonia Renfro Edner Spangler Rossi – “San Francisco Examiner” Friday 11 

Mar 1960 p 47 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GCDX-66F
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Obituary of Gustave Rossi – “San Francisco Examiner” Monday 27 Oct 1952 p 27 

 
 
 
 

 
On his Veterans Administration Military Index card, John Nathan Renfro lives at 30 E. Haley, 
Santa Barbara CA – the same address of Albert’s mother Mary J. Renfro when he sailed on 

Tuscania - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQLP-XHMM 

 
 

             
 

Name:  Albert Andrew Renfro 
Name variations:  Andrew A. Renfro – Albert Andrew used on incoming ship record & 
censuses  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private  
Serial number:  250,627 
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Entered service from:  Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Andrew A. Renfro 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Mary Jane Renfro, 30 E. Haley St., Santa Barbara 
CA 
Returned from war on: "Pastores" Dec 1918/Jan 1919, "sick & wounded in hospital" 
Sailed on return ship as: Albert A. Renfro 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Mary J. Renfro, Santa Barbara CA (pvt, 17th 
Co., 20 Engrs.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  does not include death date 
Enlisted:  22 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  19 May 1919 
Address:  27 W. Gota [sic – likely Cota] St., Santa Barbara CA 
Rank/unit:    private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  20 Sep 1881 (1910 census, age 18) or ca. 1885 CA (age 25, 1910 census) 
Died: resident of Oakland CA when his father John d. 13 Dec 1915. Believe Albert died 4 Jul 
1926 CA - death not listed on Veterans Administration Military Index.   
CA death records and the only “Albert Renfro” in Find A Grave in CA shows death 4 July 1926. 
F:145530392 
Find A Grave record:  145530392 ? – not certain 
Burial location:  Whittier, Los Angeles CA ? 
Cemetery:  Rose Hills Memorial Park ? 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Griffin Renfro,18 Apr 1837 Tippecanoe Co.IN - 13 Dec 1915 Watsonville, 
Santa Cruz CA. In the obituary on his Find A Grave record, it says J.G. Renfro gave up his transfer 
business after being injured in a gravel pit cave-in 6 years prior to his death. Born in IN, he came to 
San Francisco in 1859, then returned East to enlist in the Civil War. Came to the Pajaro Valley in CA 
in 1866 after the war & opened the transfer business. Survived by wife Mary & children John Renfro 
(Watsonville CA), Albert (Oakland CA) & Mrs. Ella Spangler (San Francisco CA). Buried in Pioneer 
Cemetery, Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA. 
Find A Grave:  14589090 
 
Mother:  Mary Jane Riley Renfro, 15 May 1857 IL - 17 Jan 1924 Santa Barbara Co. CA. Death 
of brother: “Santa Cruz Evening Sentinel” 13 Mar 1905 p 3 – William Jasper Riley died 10 Mar 1905 
at the home of his sister, Mrs. J.G. Renfro, Elm St., Watsonville CA. He came to her home from San 
Francisco 10 days ago.  1924 – Mary Renfro dies. Tombstone at Find A Grave 14589095 appears to 
read 17 Jan 1924. Born 15 May 1857. Buried in Pioneer Cemetery, Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA. 
Find A Grave:  14589095 
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Parents’ marriage:  Mary Riley, age 19, b. IL, married on 11 Sep 1875 in Monterey Co. CA to 
John J. Renfro. 
 
Spouse:   may be the Albert A. Renfro who married Birdie McKay 17 Oct 1903 San Luis 
Obispo Co. CA, both residents of Lompoc CA. She needed the written consent of her 
mother Ellen L. McKay because she was a minor (age 17). Albert A. Renfro was age 22, b. 
CA.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• John Nathan Renfro, 20 Nov 1877 CA [Veterans Administration Military Index date]  - 8 Apr 
1923 San Francisco, San Francisco CA. Resident of Watsonville CA in Dec 1915 when his 
father died. Cook in the US Army in WWI. Buried in San Francisco National Cemetery, San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA. F: 3539860 

• Ella Lavonia Renfro Edner Spangler Rossi, 1880 Gilroy, Santa Clara CA – 9 Mar 1960 Monte 
Vista, Placer CA. Ella married on 30 Aug 1898 in Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA to Lester Louis 
Edner (1876 CA – 1972 CA, F: 178438318), with Alfred Renfro as 1 of the witnesses. 
Divorced ca. 27 Jun 1900 & resumed the surname of Renfro. - Resident of San Francisco CA 
in Dec 1915 as Mrs. Ella Spangler, when her father died. – Says she is divorced & it is her 2nd 
marriage when she marries Gustave (“Gus”) Rossi (1886 CA – 1992 CA) on 31 Mar 1918 in 
San Francisco, San Francisco CA. Her parents are John Griffin Renfro (IN) & Mary Jane Riley 
(IL). His are listed as John Rossi (buried as Giovanni Batista Rossi) & Mary Pesagno (buried 
as Maria Clarinda Pesagno, both b. Italy). Gustave is buried in The Italian Cemetery, Colma, 
San Mateo CA, F: 44415882. – In the 1940 census for San Francisco, San Francisco CA, 
Gustave ROSSIE (52 Italy) lives with wife Ella (60 CA) at 172 Tiffany Ave., the same house 
where they lived in 1935. He was a chauffeur in the Department of Public Works. -  In the 
1950 census, Gustave Rossi (63 Italy) & Ella L. (70 CA) live in Cupertino, Santa Clara CA 
where he is a bank cashier. - Ella L. Rossi is buried in Oak Hill Memorial Park, San Jose, 
Santa Clara CA. F: 236000147 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1894 – A John Renfro graduated from grade school in Watsonville CA in Jul 1894. 
 
CA voter registration 1900-1918 – Santa Barbara CA 
Renfro 
John Nathan, teamster, resident of 516 Fig Ave. 
Mrs. Mary Jane, nurse, resident of 516 Fig Ave. 
 
Is this him? Albert Renfro, age 21, b. CA, enlisted in the 6th Infantry on 25 May 1901 & was 
discharged 10 Oct 1901. 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” 2 Oct 1908 p 4 – Co. L militiamen are leaving for their campground. 
On 3 Oct 1908 Albert Renfro will leave overland across mountains with the 3 saddle horses of Col. 
Crites, Dr. C.A. Rogers & Adjutant Bowles. 
 
Wartime: 
 
1918 Santa Barbara city directory – address matches that of Albert’s NOK on Tuscania 
Renfro, Mary J. (widow of John G.), nurse, resident of 30 E. Haley 
 
Post-war: 
 
CA voter registration 1920-1928 
Albert A. Renfro, lumber clerk, Democrat, 27 W. Cota St., Santa Barbara CA 
 
1920 Santa Barbara CA city directory 
Renfro 
John N., 27 W. Cota 
Mary J. (widow of John G.), 27 W. Cota 
 
1921 Santa Barbara CA city directory 
Renfro, Mary J. (widow of John G.), fur[nished] rooms at 516 Fig Ave. & 27 W. Cota 
 
1923 Santa Barbara CA city directory: 
Renfro, Albt. A., yardman, Boyd Lumber & Mill Co., resident of 27 W. Cota 
Mary J., Mrs., resident of 27 W. Cota 
 
1924 Santa Barbara CA city directory: 
Renfro, Albt. A, clerk, Union Mill & Lumber Co., 27 W. Cota 
[mother not listed – she died in 1924] 
 
1941 – “Santa Cruz Sentinel” 15 Feb 1941 p 2 – an Alfred M. Renfro of Watsonville CA is brought to 
the county jail charged with drunken driving, facing $200 fine or 100 days in jail 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
son of John Griffin & Mary Renfro, Pajaro Township, Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA 
 
1880 Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA - conducted 10 Jun 1880 – Alfred born the next year 
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John S. Renfro, 43 IN, parents b. IN, teamster 
Mary, 23 IL, parents b. TN, keeping house 
John, 2 CA 
Ella, 5 months CA 
& brother Skelton Renfro, 41  
 
1900 Pajaro township, Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA 
John Renfro, 65 MO, May 1835, parents b. MO, married 23 years, job wagon 
Mary, 44 MO, Apr 1856, parents b. MO, nurse, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living [?] 
Albert, 18 CA, Sep 1881, bookkeeper 
 
1910 Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA 
John J. Renfro, 73 IN, father b. US, mother b. IN, in 1st marriage, married 35 years, transfer, 
own business 
Mary, 53 IL, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living, nurse 
Albert, 25 CA, teamster, transfer, single 
John, 22 CA, odd jobs, single 
& nephew William Reilly, 15 CA  
 
1920 Emeryville, Alameda CA – is this him? 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/3276990:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=dafea699cde40a9b9e9f2695fcc15d0a&_
phsrc=hFB48113&_phstart=successSource 
Albert Renfro, 36 CA, single,, father b. IN, mother b. IL, bookkeeper at lumber company 
Boarder with Paul R. Aredonda (37 CA) & wife Adeline A. Arendonda (33 CA). 
 
1920 Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara CA – 27 W. Cota 
Mary J. Renfro, 62 IL, widow, father b. IL, mother b. TN, keeper of boarding house [head of 
household] 
John N. Renfro, 42 CA, father b. IN, mother b. IL [son] 
& 4 boarders 
 
 


