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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

 

Reich, Herschel Willard 
1899 IA – 1970 IL 

 
Herschel Willard Reich – Find A Grave 179296063 
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The Reich family (from left); Virginia Lou, Herschel Willard Reich, Louelle Ellingboe Reich, Marion 

Allen Reich – likely taken in Glenwood Springs CO – caption by Marion’s son - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/110844244/person/380080893642/media/a06a8d4e-ac25-4e00-
a04e-73bf33a47c39?_phsrc=hFB47913&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/110844244/person/380080893642/media/a06a8d4e-ac25-4e00-a04e-73bf33a47c39?_phsrc=hFB47913&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/110844244/person/380080893642/media/a06a8d4e-ac25-4e00-a04e-73bf33a47c39?_phsrc=hFB47913&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/110844244/person/380080893642/media/a06a8d4e-ac25-4e00-a04e-73bf33a47c39?_phsrc=hFB47913&_phstart=successSource


3 
 

 

 
Obituary of Herschel Willard Reich – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Saturday 3 Oct 1970 p 48 
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Delayed IA birth record - supporting evidence not submitted for review so void, filed 12 Mar 1942 -

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/82725:61441?tid=153935306&pid=102216806250&queryId=0579bfde6c28c0759321

74c33a8b5bb8&_phsrc=hFB47917&_phstart=successSource 
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Herschel’s brother Harry Claude Reich died 11 days after the Tuscania sunk – “Ottumwa (IA) Semi-

Weekly Courier” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Enid (OK) Events” Tuesday 27 Mar 1928 p 1 
 

 
“Moravia (IA) Union” Thursday 13 Aug 1931 p 4 

 
 
 
 
 

 
[article continues] 
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[article continues] 

 
“Moravia (IA) Union” Thursday 19 Oct 1939 p 4 

 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Louella Bertine Ellingboe Reich – Find A Grave 179296121 

 
Children: 
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Virginia Lee Reich Martin – Colorado College yearbook 1943 (Colorado Springs CO) – 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/153935306/person/102216803420/media/6130d388-b1ec-4ddb-be41-1276e9e3d9db 

https://www/
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Obituary of daughter Virginia Reich Martin (1922-2010) – 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/denverpost/name/virginia-martin-obituary?id=21186122 
 

https://www/


11 
 

 



12 
 

 

 



13 
 

 

 
Obituary of daughter Allene Reich Robson (1924-2013) -

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/seattletimes/name/allene-robson-obituary?id=24260171 
           -  

Father: 
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Father Francis Alexander Reich – Find A Grave 194106348 

 
His father’s history from the “1886 Biographical and Historical Record of Wayne and Appanoose 
Counties, Iowa”: 
FRANK A. REICH, one of the prominent business men of Moravia, is a native of Salem, North 
Carolina, born June 30, 1848, the eldest son of H. E. and Ann Aurelia (Herbst) Reich.   In April, 1850, 
his parents moved to Appanoose County, Iowa, and settled on a farm near the present site of 
Moravia, where he was reared and educated, attending the public schools.   In 1869 his father sold 
the farm and bought a saw-mill, and when he was twenty-one years of age he began working in the 
mill, continuing there about nine years.   From 1878 till December, 1882, he worked at the 
carpenter’s trade.   In the fall of 1882 he took charge of the lumber yard of W. M. Peatman, and also 
bought grain for the firm of Stanton & Kirkham, of Centerville, still continuing the latter 
business.   In March, 1885, he and his brother Junius bought the lumber business, and have a large 
and constantly increasing trade, their yard being the only one in the place.   Mr. Reich was married 
in November, 1881, to Miss Pearlie Weimberg, of Augusta, Illinois.   They have two children: H. 
Claude and Clarence P.   Mr. Reich is a member of Antiquity Lodge, No. 252, A. F. & A. M. 
 

Mother: 
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Mother Pearl Weinberg Reich - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893927/media/a1477f6f-3e8b-455d-b0c3-859272bcf29f 
 
 

 
“Moravia (IA) Union” Thursday 27 Oct 1938 p 11 

 

 
“Moravia (IA) Union” Thursday 27 May 1943 p 1 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893927/media/a1477f6f-3e8b-455d-b0c3-859272bcf29f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893927/media/a1477f6f-3e8b-455d-b0c3-859272bcf29f
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Obituary of mother Pearl Weinberg Reich – “Moravia (IA) Union” Thursday 27 May 1943 p 4 

 
 

 
Siblings: 
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ID death record of brother Clarence Percival Reich (1884-1916) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17298:60566 
 
 

 
Brother Clarence Percival Reich - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893706/media/18319fdf-1b30-4c51-8c08-107180c3cd7a 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17298:60566
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Obituary of sister Gladys Pearl Reich (1887-1931) – “Moravia (IA) Union” Thursday 30 Jul 1931 p 1 
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Obituary of brother Francis William (“Spike”) Reich (1897-1972) – “Moravia (IA) Union” Thursday 23 

Mar 1972 p 1 
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Francis William Reich - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893703/media/329216c2-c9a7-4cda-b285-ae904066e410 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893703/media/329216c2-c9a7-4cda-b285-ae904066e410
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893703/media/329216c2-c9a7-4cda-b285-ae904066e410
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Marriage of Francis William Reich to Doris Forney on 31 Oct 1922 in Beaver City NE – “Des Moines 

(IA) Register” Sunday 20 Aug 1922 p 48 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/131129472/?article=e1013c96-6050-4764-85d8-

65695b098e15&focus=0.488087,0.6272129,0.6087374,0.7727336&xid=3398 
 

 
Obituary of brother Loren Keith Reich (1902-1980) – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Wednesday 9 

Jul 1980 p 16 
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Loren Keith Reich - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/110844244/person/380080893460/media/d8ecf4ef-c2f8-4329-9c92-eb2a0feb82a4 
 

 
Marriage of Loren Keith Reich to Ruth Evona Tillmont on 26 Sep 1931 in Bethany MO – “Moravia (IA) 

Union” Thursday 1 Oct 1931 p 1 
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Obituary of Loren Keith Reich’s wife Ruth Tillmont Reich – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Friday 17 
Dec 1976 p 21 

 
 

 
Estate of Kenneth Claire Reich (1902-1927), with his mother Pearl as administratix – “Moravia (IA) 

Union” Thursday 28 Aug 1930 p 3 
 

 
 

 
 

Name:  Herschel Willard Reich 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,628 
Entered service from:  Moravia, Appanoose IA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Herschel W. Reich 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Paul W. Reich, Moravia IA [believe this should read 
Pearlie W. (Weinberg) Reich] 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Herschel W. Reich 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Francis A. Reich, Moravia IA (wagoner, 17th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Glenwood Springs CO 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Herschel Willard Reich - b. 11 Feb 1899 Moravia IA; 
res: Glenwood Springs, Garfield CO. Mailing address: North Glenwood, Garfield CO. NOK Pearl W. 
Reich, Moravia IA. Employed by Herschel Willard Reich, Reich Lumber Co., Glenwood Springs, 
Garfield CO. Height: 6’3 ½” – 156 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Feb 1899 Moravia, Appanoose IA  
Died: 1 Oct 1970 Evanston, Cook IL (resident of Sun City, Maricopa AZ)  
Find A Grave record:  179296063 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Sun City, Maricopa AZ 
Cemetery:  Sunland Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Francis Alexander (“Frank”) Reich, 30 Jun 1848 Salem, Lincoln NC – 20 Dec 1925 
Moravia, Appanoose IA. Son of Henry Edward Reich & Ann Aurelia Herbst.. In Apr 1850 his parents 
moved to Appanoose Co. IA & settled on a farm near the present site of Moravia IA.  Lumberman. 
“Des Moines (IA) Register” Friday 1 Jan 1926 p 2 – in Moravia IA: F.A. Reich, 77, lumber dealer, died 
at his home following a stroke of paralysis. 
Buried in Moravia Cemetery, Moravia, Appanoose IA. 
Find A Grave:  194106348 
 
Mother: Pearl Weinberg Reich, 21 Nov 1861 Augusta, Hancock IL – 22 May 1943 Moravia, 
Appanoose IA. Daughter of Simon Weinberg & Louesa Jergens/Juergens, both immigrants from 
Germany. She had 16 siblings.  
With Francis Reich, she had 7 children, 4 of whom preceded her in death: Harry Claude, Clarence 
Percival, Gladys & Kenneth Claire. 
Buried in Moravia Cemetery, Moravia, Appanoose IA. 
Find A Grave:  194105893 
Parents’ marriage:  Nov 1881 
 
Spouse:  Louella Bertine (“Lou”) Ellingboe Reich, 28 Jun 1898 Northfield, Rice MN – 1993 
Wilmette, Cook IL. Daughter of John Morris/Maurice Ellingboe & Elise Hendrickson. Buried in 
Sunland Memorial Park, Sun City, Maricopa AZ. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  179296121 
Marriage: 9 Aug 1921 Northfield, Rice MN in St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
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Children: 

• Marion Allene Reich Robson, 19 May 1924 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 31 May 2013 Seattle, 
King WA. Married in 1947 to William Wallace Robson Jr., who died in 2005.  Her obituary 
was published in the "Seattle (WA) Times" 9 Jun 2013 & recounts how the family left the 
Oklahoma Dust Bowl of the Depression to move to Taos NM. They then moved to Glenwood 
Springs CO, where they established a restaurant called the Log Cabin Inn & later a 
lumberyard. Allene graduated from Colorado College with a degree in business, Herschel’s 
choice for her education.  

• Virginia Lou Reich Martin, 11 Jun 1922 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 25 Aug 2010 CO. Wife of 
Francis Joseph Martin (31 Oct 1920 Somerville, Middlesex MA – 25 Dec 2008 Centennial, 
Arapahoe CO, F: 74515735), whom she married 21 Feb 1945. “Frank” was the son of Patrick 
Joseph Martin & Mary Ellen Connors. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 
74515757 

 
Siblings:  

• Harry Claude Reich, 18 Mar 1883 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 16 Feb 1918 Owatonna, Steele 
MN. In Oct 1904, Harry married Stella M. McCauley (1884-1960, F: 32484873), the daughter 
of James Harvy McCauley & Martha Jane Dean. They had 3 daughters & 4 sons. Harry died 
11 days after the “Tuscania” sank with brother Herschel abroad. Buried in Moravia 
Cemetery, Moravia, Appanoose IA. F; 194118448 

• Clarence Percival Reich, 16 Oct 1884 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 28 Jun 1916 Boise, Ada ID. 
Married Mary Florence Jacobs, daughter of J. Merritt Jacobs & Harriet High, in 1908 in Lucas 
IA. Lumber dealer. Died suddenly of a heart attack. Buried in Moravia Cemetery, Moravia, 
Appanoose IA. F: 194106582 

• Gladys Pearl Reich, 24 Dec 1887 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 28 Jul 1931 Moravia, Appanoose 
IA. Attended the Moravia public schools, graduated from Cornell College (Mt. Vernon IA) & 
the Palmer School of Chiropractic (Davenport IA0. Buried in Moravia Cemetery, Moravia, 
Appanoose IA. F: 194119034 

• Francis William (“Spike”) Reich, 21 Jan 1897 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 7 Mar 1972 Boulder, 
Boulder CO. Married Doris A. Forney (1901-1966, F: 158640012), the daughter of Clement 
M. Forney & Minnie M. Moon, on 31 Oct 1922 in Beaver City, Furnas NE; divorced after 1930. 
Husband of Mildred Annette Bergstrom (1926-2020, F: 96070844), whom he married 15 Mar 
1946 in Day Co. SD. Burial details unknown. F: 96070825 

• Kenneth Claire Reich, 8 Sep 1902 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 14 Oct 1927 Moravia, 
Appanoose IA. Twin brother of Loren Keith Reich. Kenneth had picked up a two-ton load of 
coal at the Duff Mine near Moravia IA in the afternoon. At about 4:30 p.m. the truck was 
found by some Bell Telephone lineman at the bottom of Turner Hill, just north of the 
Chariton River. The truck was overturned in a 15-foot-deep embankment on the side of the 
road. Kenneth was trapped underneath the truck & talked to the men as they tried to dig 
him out. He died 20 minutes after being freed. Buried in Moravia Cemetery, Moravia, 
Appanoose IA. F: 194120489 

• Loren Keith Reich, 8 Sep 1902 Moravia, Appanoose IA – 7 Jul 1980 Independence, Polk OR.  
Twin brother of Kenneth Claire Reich. Used the names Keith or L. Keith. Served in the US 
Navy. Married Ruth Evona Tillmont (1904 Centerville OH – 16 Dec 1976 Salem, Marion OR) 
on 26 Sep 1931 in Bethany MO (or Unionville MO).  

 



26 
 

 

Notes:  
See family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/110844244/person/380080893642/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Moved to Enid, Garfield OK by 1928. Then moved to Taos, Taos NM by 1935, then to 
Glenwood Springs, Garfield CO by 1940. They opened a restaurant called the Log Cabin Inn 
& operated a retail lumberyard. In the 1950s they moved to La Jolla CA & in 1961 moved to 
Sun City, Maricopa AZ. After Herschel’s death, Louella moved to Wilmette IL where their 
daughter Allen lived. 
 
"Moravia (IA) Union" 19 Oct 1930 p 4 – a letter to the editor by Mrs. Blanche DuVall, who was 
traveling through Colorado. In Glenwood Springs CO, she saw a large lumberyard with a large sign 
"Reich Lumber Yard." Operated by a former Moravia IA boy Herschel Reich, who took them inside to 
see his wife & visiting mother. The Reichs lived in a lovely log home, a dream home, lovely inside & 
out, backed by mountains, lovely trees & flowers. 
 
 
In 1943, living n Glenwood Springs CO 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Arizona Republic" (Phoenix AZ) 3 Oct 1970 p 48 – died age 74. Iin retail lumber business in 
Glenwood Springs CO before moving to Sun City AZ in 1961 from La Jolla CA. Died. 1 Oct 1970 in 
Evanston IL. Resident of 10915 Sun City Blvd., Sun City AZ. WWI veteran. Born in Moravia IA. 
Survived by wife Lou, 2 daughters, 2 brothers. Funeral 5 Oct 1970 followed by cremation  
 
Social Security number: 522-40-7671 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Taylor, Appanoose IA 
Frances A. Reich, 51 NC, Jun 1848, parents b. NC, married 18 years, lumberman 
Pearl W., 38 IL, Nov 1861, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Harry C., 17 IA, Mar 1883 
Clarence P., 14 IA, Oct 1885, at school 
Gladis P., 12 IA, Dec 1887, at school 
Francis W., 3 IA, Jan 197 
Herschell W., 1 IA, Feb 1899 
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& Marich L. Herbet, 75 NC, father b. Germany, mother b. NC, single, female [no 
relationship information, no occupation] 
 
1910 Taylor, Appanoose IA 
Frank A. Reich, 61 NC, parents b. NC, in 1st marriage, married 28 years, merchant, lumber 
yard 
Pearl W., 48 IL, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Clarence P., 25 IA, office work, lumber firm 
Gladis P., 22 IA 
Francis W., 13 IA 
Kenneth C., 7 IA 
L. Keith, 7 IA 
 
1920 Taylor, Appanoose IA 
Frank A. Reich, 71 NC, parents b. NC, merchant, lumber yard 
Pearl W., 58 IL, parents b. Germany 
Gladys C., 32 IA 
Frances W., 22 IA 
Hershel W., 20 IA 
Kenneth C., 17 IA 
Keith L., 17 IA 
[all the children are single] 
 
1925 IA state census – Moravia, Appanoose IA 
Herschel W. Reich, 25 
Louella B., 25 
Virginia Lou, 2 
Marion A., 1 
 
1930 Enid, Garfield OK – 501 S. Garfield 
Hershel W. Reich, 31 IA, father b. NC, mother b. IL, lumber man, lumber yard, WWI veteran 
Lou E., 31 MN 
Virginia L., 7 IA 
Allene M., 5 IA 
& brother L. Keith Reich, 27 IA, father b. NC, mother b. IL, single, lumberman, lumber yard 
 
1940 North Glenwood, Garfield CO – in 1935 in Taos, Taos NM 
Haschel Reich, 41 IA, owner & manager, lumber yard 
Lou, 41 MN, owner & manager, café 
Virginia, 17 IA 
Allene, 15 IA 
 
1950 Glenwood Springs, Garfield CO 
Herschel W. Reich, 51 IA, manager, lumber yard 
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Lou E. Reich, 51 MN [wife] 
Virginia R. Martin, 27 IA, married [daughter] 
Frank J. Martin, 29 MA, married, furniture salesman, retail furniture store [son-in-law] 
Garry M. Martin, 2 CO [grandson] 
Christine L. Martin, 1 CO [granddaughter] 
 
 


