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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Rademaker, Grover Jacob T. 
1888 IN – 1957 IN 
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location, date not identified – and it looks like women are wearing the same type of 
clothing, so ?? - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/172218999/person/332242684406/media/73b494bf-cbaf-
48be-8f53-0723fd9ea139?_phsrc=hFB46605&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/172218999/person/332242684406/media/73b494bf-cbaf-48be-8f53-0723fd9ea139?_phsrc=hFB46605&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/172218999/person/332242684406/media/73b494bf-cbaf-48be-8f53-0723fd9ea139?_phsrc=hFB46605&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/172218999/person/332242684406/media/73b494bf-cbaf-48be-8f53-0723fd9ea139?_phsrc=hFB46605&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W3SJ-26PZ 
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Obituary of Grover Jacob T. Rademaker – “Indianapolis (IN) Star” Sunday 7 Apr 1957 p 58 
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IN death record of Grover Jacob T. Rademaker - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351191-
01388?pId=453274516 

 

 
“Billings (MT) Gazette” Wednesday 12 Jan 1916 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351191-01388?pId=453274516
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351191-01388?pId=453274516
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Saturday 16 Sep 1916 p 5 

 

 
“Billings (MT) Gazette” Tuesday 26 Jun 1917 p 6 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Indianapolis (IN) Star” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Columbus (IN) Republic” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Billings (MT) Gazette” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Indianapolis (IN) Star” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Billings (MT) Gazette” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Both articles appeared on the same page - “Muncie (IN) Star Press” Tuesday 5 Mar 1918 p 7 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Friday 22 Mar 1918 p  7 
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“Billlings (MT) Gazette” Sunday 17 Mar 1918 p 6 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Wednesday 27 Mar 1918 p 5 
 
 

 
“Munster (IN) Times” Monday 15 Dec 1919 p 5 
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Grover Jacob T. Rademaker 3rd from left 
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Grover J.T. Rademaker – expanded versions 
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Continued on p 13 (p 69) - https://www.newspapers.com/image/105126410: 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/105126410
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“Indianapolis (IN) Star” Sunday 31 Mar 1929 p 57 (page 1) - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/105126204/?terms=rademaker%20tuscania&match=1 

 
 

 
“Indianapolis (IN) Star” Saturday 9 Jan 1932 p 19 

 
 

 
“Billings (MT) Gazette” Thursday 8 Sep 1932 p 3 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/105126204/?terms=rademaker%20tuscania&match=1
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“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Wednesday 13 Dec 1933 p 3 

 

 
“Richmond (IN) Palladium-Item” Tuesday 23 Jan 1934 p 3 

 

 
“Indianapolis (IN) Star” Sunday 17 Jan 1937 p 39 
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Wife: 
 
 

 
IN death record of Clara Delph Rademaker - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_350890-
02598?pId=1801569 

 
      Children: 
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Grover’s older son John Theodore Rademaker with younger son Joseph – Find A Grave 11861295 
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IN birth record of John Theodore Rademaker, 8 Jul 1921 Marion, Grant IN - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_356384-
00281?pId=301041956 
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IN death record of son John Theodore Rademaker - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_352206-
01185?pId=604415564 



31 
 

 

 
Joseph Francis Rademaker (Sr.) (1923-2003) – Find A Grave 111700716  
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IN death record of son Joseph Francis Rademaker - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_352151-

00345?pId=751998987 
 

Father: 
 

 
Obituary of father John Theodore Rademaker – “Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune” Saturday 5 Oct 

1935 p 5 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_352151-00345?pId=751998987
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_352151-00345?pId=751998987
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50th wedding anniversary of brother John H. Rademaker (1882-1962) & Margaret B. Craig 

Rademaker – “Terre Haute (IN) Tribune” Sunday 26 Nov 1961 p 42 
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Brother Edward F. Rademaker (1884-1939) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/12003898/person/1360934628/media/8ef634c7-c403-4a14-9884-7747c69cb40c 
 

 
Marriage of sister Clara Rademaker (1887-1964) to Francis Thomas Kelly in Nov 1909 –  
Thanksgiving Day was 25 Nov 1909 - “Indianapolis (IN) Star” Sunday 21 Nov 1909 p 43 
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Obituary of sister Hilda Rademaker Fries (1894-1972) – “Logansport (IN) Press” Monday 18 Dec 

1972 p 2 
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Sister Hilda Matilda Rademaker Fries – Find A Grave 8340244 

   
 

Name:  Grover Jacob T. Rademaker 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,390 
Entered service from:  Marion, Grant IN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Grover J. Rademaker 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father John  T. Rademaker, 1619 S. Washington St., Marion IN 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Grover J. Rademaker 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John T. Rademaker, 1619 S. Washington St., Marion IN 
(cook, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Jacob J.T. Rademaker - b. 20 Oct 1883 Peru IN: res: 
217 ½ No. 33, Billings, Yellowstone MT. Single. Waiter, Colonial Café, Billings MT. Medium height & 
build, with auburn hair.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  1810 S. Boots St., Marion IN 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Grover J. Rademaker - b. 20 Oct 1888 Peru IN; res: 
1406 S. Adams, Marion, Grant IN. NOK Clara Mae Rademaker, same address. Employed at Coca 
Cola Bottling Co., 1621 S. Washington, Marion, Grant IN. Height: 5’4” – 153 lbs. – red hair  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  14 Dec 1917  
Discharged:  15 Jun 1919 
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Address:  1910 S. Boots St., Marion IN 
Rank/unit:    cook, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Oct 1888 Peru, Miami IN  
Died: 4 Apr 1957 (5 Apr 1957 obit) Marion, Grant IN (Marion General Hospital, where he had a 
patient 1 month)    
Find A Grave record: 111700491 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Marion, Grant IN 
Cemetery:  Estates of Serenity 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Theodore Rademaker, 7 Apr 1855 Cincinnati, Hamilton OH – 3 Oct 1935 
Marion, Grant IN. Son of Theodore Rademaker & Mary Anna Seller. Buried in Estates of 
Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. 
Find A Grave:  111700743 
 
Mother: Louise Margaret Andres Rademaker, 13 Dec 1857 Tiffin, Seneca OH – 3 Dec 1928 
Indianapolis, Marion IN. Daughter of Edward F. Andres & Catherine Louise Hoover. Buried 
in Estates of Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. 
Find A Grave:  111700829 
Parents’ marriage:  28 May 1878 Miami Co. IN 
 
Spouse: Clara May Delph Rademaker, 6 May 1889 Massillon, Stark OH – 21 Mar 1961 
Marion, Grant IN. Daughter of Isaac M. Delph & Rose Ann Davis. Buried in Estates of 
Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  1117000444 
Marriage: 24 Nov 1919 St. Cecilia Catholic Church, Fairmount, Grant IN 
 
Children: 

• John Theodore Rademaker, 8 Jul 1921 Marion, Grant IN – 22 Jan 1999 Marion, Grant IN. 
Married on 19 Feb 1949 in Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Middleton, Butler OH to Elaine 
Thomas (1923 OH – 1999 FL). Buried in Estates of Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. F: 11861295 

• Joseph Francis Rademaker (Sr.), 2 Oct 1923 Marion, Grant IN – 25 Jan 2003 Indianapolis, 
Marion IN. Married in Grant Co. IN on 22 Oct 1949 to Helen Marie Hennigin (1927-2019, F: 
201083026); they had 7 children. Buried in Estates of Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. F: 
111700716 

 
Siblings: Grover was the 6th child. 

• Edward Rademaker, 6 May 1879 IN – 9 May 1879 Peru, Miami IN. 
• Catherine Louise Rademaker Dwyer, 19 May 1880 Peru, Miami IN – 14 Jul 1955 Marion, 

Grant IN. Married 30 Nov 1898 Marion Co. IN to Charles Francis Dwyer (1877-1951, F: 
107817444). Buried in Estates of Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. F: 107817325 
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• John M. Rademaker, 26 Sep 1882 Peru, Miami IN – 20 Oct 1962 Marshall, Clark IL. Husband 
of Margaret B. Craig (1890-1974, F: 63568505). Buried in Marshall Cemetery, Marshall, 
Clark IL. F: 63568507 

• Edward F. Rademaker, 21 Sep 1884 IN – 28 May 1939 Marion, Grant IN. Married 25 Sep 1907 
in Gas City, Grant IN to Bernice M. Maggert (1888-1975, F: 111700628). Buried in Estates of 
Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. F: 111700670 

• Clara Marie Rademaker Kelley, 12 Jan 1887 Peru, Marion IN – 16 Oct 1964 Marion, Grant IN. 
Married on 25 Nov 1909 to Francis Thomas (“Frank”) Kelley (1877-1947, F: 8859759). Buried 
in Estates of Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. F: 88597500 

• Leo Rademaker, 12 Jan 1890 [1891 on tombstone] Peru, Miami IN – 17 Nov 1896 Marion, 
Grant. According to Billion Graves (https://billiongraves.com/grave/Leo-
Rademaker/2447915) buried in St. Charles Catholic Cemetery, Peru, Miami IN. 

• Lawrence A. Rademaker, 3 Nov 1892 Peru, Miami IN – 11 Nov 1899 Marion Co. IN. Buried in 
Estates of Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. F: 111700785 

• Hilda Matilda Rademaker Fries, 9 Aug 1894 Peru, Miami IN – 18 Dec 1972 Michigan City, 
LaPorte IN. Married 7 May 1918 to Alfred Francis Fries (1892-1971, F: 8340262). Buried in 
Mount Hope Cemetery, Peru, Marion IN. F: 8340244 

• Theodore Charles (“Ted”) Rademaker, 10 Nov 1896 Marion, Grant IN – 21 Jun 1978 Marion, 
Grant IN. Graduate of the University of Notre Dame in 1919, where he was captain of the 
track team. Served in the US Army in WWI. Married 3 Jun 1923 to Dorothy Gertrude Lucas 
(1897-1969, F: 18550052). Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Peru, Marion IN. F: 18550083 

• Cecilia Rademaker, 6 Jun 1899 Marion, Grant IN – 10 Jun 1899 Marion, Grant IN.  
• Lucille Pauline Rademaker Hipskind, 30 Jun 1902 Grant Co. IN – 18 Aug 1994 Hillsdale, 

Hillsdale MI. Wife of Philip Bernard Hipskind (1892-1961, F: 88469430) whom she married 1 
May 1923 in Marion, Grant IN. Buried in Estates of Serenity, Marion, Grant IN. F: 88469233 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Billings (MT) Weekly Gazette" 8 Feb 1918 p 7 - nephew of former County Commissioner F.X.N. 
Rademaker. Enlisted fall 1917. Was secretary of local Cooks & Waiters' union, worked at a local 
café a number of years.  
 
Post-war: 
 
on 15 Dec 1919, married only a few days, woken by alarm clock to find fumes from baseburner had 
filled their house in Marion IN -  
 
 
lengthy article in "Indianapolis (IN) Star" 31 Mar 1929 p 1 & 13 - 4 photos, "Tuscania's Sinking 
Described by Indiana War Veteran, Eyewitness to World War Catastrophe at Sea" - he resident 
1810 S. Boots St., Indianapolis - see Appendix E - new details  
NTSA vice president 1933 - president 1934   

https://billiongraves.com/grave/Leo-Rademaker/2447915
https://billiongraves.com/grave/Leo-Rademaker/2447915
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Obituary: 
 
"Indianapolis Star" 7 Apr 1957 p 58 - age 68, president & general mgr Marion Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
& Marion IN civic leader, d. 5 Apr 1957 Marion General Hospital, b. Peru IN, lived in Marion 60 yrs, 
associated with father & 2 brothers John & Edward in the Coca-Cola plant, in Red Cross, Rotary, 
Legion, 40 & 8, survived by wife Clara M., 2 sons, 2 brothers, 3 sisters  
 
Social Security number: 309-05-1074 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Center, Grant IN – 1811 S. Washington St. 
John M. Rademaker, 45 OH, Apr 1855, parents b. Germany, married 22 years, 
manufacturer of mineral water 
Louisa, 42 OH, Dec 1859, father b. PA, mother b. OH, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
John M., 17 IN, Sep 1882, at school 
Edward F., 15 IN, Sep 1884, at school 
Clara M., 13 IN, Jan 1887, at school 
Grover T., 11 IN, Oct 1888, at school 
Hilda M., 5 IN, Aug 1894 
Charles T., 3 IN, Nov 1896 
Catharine Dwyer, 20 IN, May 1880, married [daughter] 
Charles J. Dwyer, 21 IN, Jun 1878, married [son-in-law] 
 
1910 Billings, Yellowstone MT – N. 33rd St. 
F.N. Rademaker, 43 IN, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 15 years [no 
occupation listed] 
Anna, 42 MI, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living [wife] 
Dorothy, 7 MT [daughter] 
Theodore, 5 MT [son] 
Frank, 4 MT [son] 
Grover, 21 IN, single, parents b. IN, manager, saloon [nephew] 
 
1920 Marion, Grant OH – 1717 Branson 
Grover Rademaker, 30 IN, parents b. OH, bottler, soft drink 
Clara, 29 OH, parents b. KY 
 
1930 Marion, Grant OH – 1810 S. Boots St. 
Grover J. Rademaker, 40 IN, father b. OH, mother b. US, age 30 at 1st marriage, bottler, 
bottling works, WWI veteran 
Clara W., 37 OH, parents b. KY, age 27 at 1st marriage 
John T., 8 IN 
Joseph F., 6 IN 
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& lodger Susan A. Morris, 76 IA, widow 
 
1940 Marion, Grant IN – 1406 S. Adams St. – same place in 1935 
Grover J. Rademaker, 51 IN, manager, soft drink factory 
Clara Mae, 50 OH 
John T., 18 IN 
Joseph F., 16 IN 
 
1950 cannot locate 

 
 


