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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Reader, Frank Arthur 
1891 WI – 1931 CA 
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Frank Arthur Reader – “The Honor Roll of Waushara County” 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~wiwausha/honorroll/honorroll.html 
 
 

 
Obituary of Frank Arthur Reader – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 13 Apr 1931 p 1 

 
 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~wiwausha/honorroll/honorroll.html
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 14 Apr 1931 p 1 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 14 Apr 1931 p 1 

 
 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Thursday 16 Apr 1931 p 4 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Saturday 18 Apr 1931 p 1 

 
 

 
Find A Grave 92331880 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/280101:1200 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9P9-DZPZ 
 

Wife Helen Budde Reader Pike – 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/280101:1200
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Obituary of wife Helen Budde Reader Pike – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 1 Feb 1954 p 5 
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Obituary of wife Helen Augusta Budde Reader Pike – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 18 Jan 

1954 p 3 
 

 
Marriage license of Helen Budde & Frank Arthur Reader – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 18 

Dec 1919 p 1 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 22 Dec 1919 p 1 

 
 
 

Wife Pauline A. Baron: 
 

 
Marriage license - “Los Angeles Times” Sunday 26 Aug 1923 p 16 
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Frank Arthur Reader & wife Pauline Baron Reader resided on W. Pico – “Los Angeles (CA) Evening 

Post” Tuesday 6 May 1930 p 2 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Julius William Reader – “Wisconsin State Register” (Portage WI) Friday 1 Mar 

1940 p 6 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Friday 10 May 1912 p 3 
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50th wedding anniversary of parents – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 20 Oct 1936 p 1 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Bertha Augusta Brosinske Reader – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 20 
Dec 1954 p 7 

 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Brother John Wilbert REEDER (1887-1918), WWI casualty– Find A Grave 92332038 
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Brother John Wilbert REEDER died of influenze & pneumonia in Liverpool, England, on 19 Oct 1918 -
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~wiwausha/honorroll/gswautoma.jpg 

 
 

 
Obituary of brother Edwin Fred Reader (1889-1972) – “Fond du Lac (WI) Commonwealth Reporter” 

Saturday 19 Aug 1972 p 18 
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Obituary of brother George Fredrick/Frederick Reader (1894-1977), published in “Oshkosh (WI) 

Northwesstern” Monday 21 Nov 1977 p 42 – Find A Grave 110210192 
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Obituary of brother Erwin Reader (1896-1953) – “Portage (WI) Daily Regisster” Monday 27 Apr 1953 

p 3 
 

 
Obituary of brother Raymond W. Reader (1899-1900) – “Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Saturday 8 

Sep 1900 p 3 
 



17 
 

 

 
Death of Raymond Reader – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Saturday 8 Sep 1900 p 6 

 
 

 
Death of brother Milton Reader (1905-1907) – “Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Monday 11 Mar 1907 p 

3 
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Obituary of sister Fern B. Reader Nennig (1909-1959) – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 13 Apr 

1959 p 3 
 

 
Marriage of Fern Reader to Peter Nennig (here misspelled as Nenning) – “Portage (WI) Daily 

Register” Tuesday 12 Apr 1932 p 1 
 
 
 

Name:  Frank Arthur Reader 
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Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - private 
Serial number:  251,123 
Entered service from:  Wautoma, Waushara WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Frank A. Reader 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Julius Reader, Wautoma WI 
Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Frank A. Reader 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Julius Reader, Wautoma WI (cpl, Co. F, 2nd Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Frank Arthur Reader - b. 12 Nov 1891 Portage WI; res: 
Wautoma, Waushara WI. Single. Farm laborer, Julius Schultz, town of Rose WI. Medium height & 
build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  21 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  date not given 
Address:  1143 ½ Fedora St., Los Angeles CA 
Rank/unit: corporal, QMC, 2nd Supply Train, Co. F. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   12 Nov 1891 Portage, Columbia WI  
Died: 8 Apr 1931 Sawtelle, Los Angeles CA (in veterans’ hospital, admitted a day earlier injured & 
unconscious, involved in a car accident)    
Find A Grave record:  92331880 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Portage, Columbia WI 
Cemetery:  Silver Lake 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone application: Cpl Co. F 2nd Supply Train 
 
Father:  Julius A. Reader [Roeder], 21 Jul 1862 Pomerania, Germany (now Poland) – 23 Feb 
1940 Columbia Co. WI. Son of Wilhelm Roeder & Wilhelmina (Minnie). Buried in Silver Lake 
Cemetery, Portage, Columbia WI. 
Find A Grave:  84412127 
 
Mother: Bertha Augusta Brosinski Reader, 15 Mar 1868 Dakota, Waushara WI – 27 Nov 
1954 Portage, Columbia WI. Daughter of Johan F. (John) Brosinske (1828-1891, F: 
86805096) & Hannah Boeck (Baek) (1826-1914, F: 86805097). Buried in Silver Lake 
Cemetery, Portage, Columbia WI. 
Find A Grave: 84412184   
Parents’ marriage:  14 Oct 1886 Columbia Co. WI 
 
Spouse: Helen Augusta Budde Reader Pike, 21 Aug 1898 Portage, Columbia WI – 27 Nov 
1954 Portage, Columbia WI. Daughter of August Carl Budde (1859-1931, F: 95571710) & 
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Augusta Emelie Blaurock (1857-1948, F: 95571795). They had 1 son, Howard Reader. 
Following her divorce from Frank Reader, she married Michael Pike in May 1928; he died 
1939.  
Spouse Find A Grave:107735152 
Marriage:20 Dec 1919 Portage, Columbia WI. 
 
Spouse: Pauline Ann Baron Reader, ca. 1888 – 15 Sep 1936 Los Angeles Co. CA. “Los 
Angeles Times” Friday 18 Sep 1936 p 46 – official death list: Reader, Pauline A., 48, Sept. 
15. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 25 Aug 1923 Los Angeles Co. CA 
 
Children: 

• Howard Burton Reader, 30 Dec 1920 Portage, Columbia WI – 15 Nov 1993 Dane Co. WI. 
SSN 398-12-1878.  On his WWII draft registration, Howard Burton Reader resided at 802 W. 
Pleasant, Portage WI, where his NOK, Mrs. Helen Pike, also lived. He was unemployed. It is 
noted that he had a “speech impediment.” He served in the US Army 19 Aug 1942 to 25 Jun 
1943. Married 27 Oct 1944 to Myrtle L. Smith in Winnebago Co. IL. 

 
Siblings:  

• John Wilbert REEDER, 22 Sep 1887 Portage, Columbia WI – 19 Oct 1918 Liverpool, England. 
The “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 5 Aug 1918 p 5 reported John Wilbert 
READER of Waushara Co. WI in Army training at the U of WI camp in Madison WI. - He 
contracted influenza on voyage abroad  on “Cedric” (departure: 6 Oct 1918) & died of it & 
pneumonia in Liverpool, England. ”Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 3 Dec 1918 p 4 – 
died of disease: Pvt. John W. REEDER, Wautoma WI. Buried in Silver Lake Cemetery, 
Portage, Columbia WI. F: 92332038 

• Edwin Fred Reader, 12 Sep 1889 Portage, Columbia WI – 18 Aug 1972 Fond du Lac, Fond du 
Lac WI. SSN 708-05-3384. Married Amelia Henke on 16 Apr 1913 in Neshkoro, Marquette 
WI. According to his obituary, buried in Rienze Cemetery, Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI but 
not on Find A Grave as of 16 Aug 2022. 

• George Fredrick/Frederick Reader, 23 Feb 1894 Portage, Columbia WI – 10 Nov 1977 
Wautoma, Waushara WI. Husband of Laura E. Charleson (1894-1964, F: 110210171). 
Buried in Hope Lutheran Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI. F: 110210192 

• Erwin Reader, 12 Oct 1896 Portage, Columbia WI – 25 Apr 1953 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Husband of Louise Glaser (1897-1975, F: 117659966). Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 117659798 

• Raymond W. Reader, 7 Jul 1899 WI – 8 Sep 1900 WI. Died of “lung fever.” Birth listed as Jul 
1898 in 1900 census. His Find A Grave record notes that a 2nd Raymond, with surname 
Roeder, but same birth/death dates, is buried in block 21. Record for block 25 in Silver Lake 
Cemetery, Portage, Columbia WI. F: 92332174 

• Milton Reader, 23 May 1905 WI – 8 Mar 1907 WI. Buried in Dakota Cemetery, Wautoma, 
Waushara WI. F: 86805105 

• Fern B. Reader Nennig, 26 Jun 1909 WI – 13 Apr 1959 Columbia Co. WI. Married in 1932 to 
Peter Charles Nennig Jr. (1909-1978, F: 92331441). Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Portage, 
Columbia WI. F: 92331501 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 7 – “Badger Soldiers Listed on Board 
Liner Tuscania” include Pvt. Frank A. Reader, Wautoma WI, Co. C., 107th Supply Train 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 – “Tuscania Disaster 
Survivors” include Frank A. Reader of Wautoma WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
1928 Los Angeles Co. CA voter registration 
Reader, Frank A., 2672 W. Pico St., carpenter, Republican 
 
1930 Los Angeles CA city directory 
Reader, Frank (Pauline), concrete worker, 2672 W. Pico 
 
Obituary: 
 
Sawtelle CA Veterans Hospital: Frank Reader, age 38, admitted to the hospital 7 Apr 1931 
unconscious - suffering from skull fracture, fractured clavicle, pneumonia. He died 8 Apr 1931 of 
septicemia &pleuritic abscess resulting from fractured ribs. His birthplace Portage WI, his 
residence Los Angeles CA, his business a contractor. Wife Pauline resided at 4783 Templeton 
Street, Los Angeles CA.  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Portage, Columbia WI  
Julius ROEDER, 37 Germany, Jul 1862, parents b. Germany, married 13 years, emigrated 
1867, in US for 33 years, naturalized, day laborer 
Bertha, 32 WI, Mar 1868, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
John, 12 WI, Sep 1887, at school 
Edward, 10 WI, Sep 1889, at school 
Frank, 8 WI, Nov 1891, at school 
George, 6 WI, Feb 1894 
Irwin, 3 WI, Oct 1896 
Raymond, 1 WI, Jul 1898 
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1905 WI state census – supposedly as of 1 Jun 1905 but Milton not listed 
Julius Reader, 42 Germany, parents b. Germany, farmer 
Bertha, 36 WI, parents b. Germany 
John, 17 WI 
Addie, 13 WI 
Frank, 12 WI 
George, 11 WI 
Irwin, 9 WI 
[for the children, father b. Germany, mother b. WI] 
 
1910 Wautoma, Waushara WI – Bird Island Ave. 
Julius Reader, 47 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 23 years, ice dealer, 
retailer 
Bertha, 42 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
John, 23 WI, laborer, mason work 
Ed, 21 WI, laborer, farm work 
Frank, 19 WI, laborer, odd jobs 
George, 15 WI 
Ervin, 13 WI 
Fern, 10 months WI 
 
1920 Portage, Columbia WI – 729 W. Canal 
Frank ROEDER, 28 WI, mechanic, garage, WWI veteran 
Helen, 21 WI, parents b. Germany 
 
1930 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – W. Pico 
Frank A. Reader, 38 US, father b. Germany, mother b. US, age 32 at 1st marriage, mechanic, 
machine shop, WWI veteran 
Paulina A., 42 US, parents b. US, age 36 at 1st marriage 
 
 


