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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Ray, Robie Calvin 
1893/1894 AR – 1962 OK 

 



2 
 

 

 
“Elk City (OK) Daily News” Friday 22 Jun 1962 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406271_0433-
00444?pId=1058753 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9RM-D8PZ 
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These notices continue through Jan 1939 - “Oklahoma City (OK) Daily Law Journal-Record” Friday 1 

Apr 1938 p 6 
 

 
“El Reno (OK) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 9 Apr 1947 p 1 
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“Clinton (OK) Daily News” Tuesday 29 May 1962 p 5 

 
 

Wife: 
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TX death record of wife Josey Isabell Tompkins Ray Blackwell - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063057-
01360?pId=341610 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Eliza Lenora Brooks Ray Stevenson – “Elk City (OK) Daily News” Friday 25 Apr 

1958 p 1 
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“Elk City (OK) Daily News” Thursday 30 Oct 1958 p 13 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Rebecca Jane Ray Taylor (1891-1966) with husband Ambers Milton Taylor, daughter Calla Fay 

Taylor & son Charles Ray Taylor – 1914, the year before Ambers was killed on 2 Sep 1915 in an 
accident & before the birth of their 3rd child (a son Ambers Jr. on 21 May 1915 in OR) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/116254084/person/360152551679/media/dbfd4527-3c2c-477a-94ee-a9c9938f9dba 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/116254084/person/360152551679/media/dbfd4527-3c2c-477a-94ee-a9c9938f9dba
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/116254084/person/360152551679/media/dbfd4527-3c2c-477a-94ee-a9c9938f9dba
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Death of Ambers Milton Taylor (here misidentified as C.C. Taylor) – “Ontario (OR) Argus” Thursday 9 

Sep 1915 p 1 
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Published in “North Pacific Union Gleaner” 1915 – Find A Grav 29852357 
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AR delayed birth record for sister Zettie Elsie Ray, born 13 Feb 1897 Hardy, Sharp AR, filed 2 Jul 

1962 in OK - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00527-
01843?pId=150970407 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00527-01843?pId=150970407
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00527-01843?pId=150970407
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TX death record of sister Zettie Elsie Ray Dow - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062721-
01062?pId=983434 

 
 

Stepbrother/cousin 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062721-01062?pId=983434
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062721-01062?pId=983434
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TX death record of Thurman T. Stevenson (1902-1928, F: 32291471) – An electrician who was 

accidentally electrocuted.  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/40018361:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=87729ad3756de2ccedb9c9ea2f81e6f8&_phsrc

=hFB47399&_phstart=successSource 
          

 
Name:  Robie Calvin Ray 
Name variations:  Bobbie C. Ray – Robbie C. Ray  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,575 
Entered service from:  Seymour, Baylor TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Robbie C. Ray 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Nora Stephenson, Seymore (sic) TX [i.e. Eliza Elnora 
Stephenson] 
Returned from war on: "Agamemnon" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Robie C. Ray (Fold3 indexed as Rosie C. Ray but correct Robie on 
original form) 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Ela Stevenson, Seymour TX (cpl, Inf, 8th Prisoner 
of War Escort)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Robie Calvin Ray - b. 23 Dec 1893 Oxford AR; res: 
Cheyenne, Roger Mills OK. Single. Farming for Dr. Boggs, Has dependent sister & her 3 children. 
Tall & slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Robie C. Ray - b. 23 Dec 1893 Oxford AR; res: General 
Delivery, Elk City, Beckham OK.  Unemployed. NOK Audie Ray, 319 S. Randall, Elk City OK 
[brother]. “Half joint missing on little finger on left hand” – Height: 5’11” – 180 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Robie or Robin Ray 
Enlisted:  16 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  28 Mar 1919 
Address:  Elk City OK 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Supply Co., 9th Infantry, 42nd Co., 1st Battalion, 162nd Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   23 Dec 1894 Oxford, Izard AR (WWI & WWII draft registrations: 23 Dec 1893)  
Died: 20 Jun 1962 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK (Veterans Administration hospital)  
Find A Grave record: 80582495 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Elk City, Beckham OK 
Cemetery:  Fairlawn 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma Cp Sup Co 9 Infantry WWI (tombstone application: birth year 
of 1894, with handwritten date of 1893) 
 
Father:  Robert Harrison/Harris Plumer/Plummer Ray, Oct 1856 TN – 21 May 1901 
Jefferson, Izard AR. Son of Andrew Ray & Jane Catherine Wilson.  Name can appear as 
Harris Plummer Ray. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Eliza Elnora (Ella/Nora) Brooks Ray Stevenson [Stephenson], 8 Jan 1865 AR – 24 
Apr 1958 Elk City, Beckham OK. Daughter of William Smith Brooks (1828-1907, F: 
89391354) & Sarah Elizabeth Gault.  
Following the death of husband Robert Ray, Eliza married in 1908 to James Andrew (J.A.) 
Stevenson (1868-1956, F: 36005605) who in 1919 married Susan (Etta) Hildebrand 
McMillion (1875-1955).  James’s 1st wife was Rosanna Jeanetta Brooks (1867 AR – 1904 TX), 
buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Honey Grove, Fannin TX, F: 69921813. Rosanna Brooks 
Stevenson was the sister of Liza Elnora Brooks Ray, the daughter of William Smith Brooks & 
Sarah Elizabeth Gault. Buried in Fairlawn Cemetery, Elk City, Beckham OK. 
Find A Grave:  80582420 
Parents’ marriage:  Oct 1880 Izard Co. AR 
 
Spouse: Josephine Isabell (Josey/Joe/Josie) Tompkins Ray Blackwell, 13 Dec 1899 Peaster, 
Parker TX – 22 Jul 1979 Borger, Hutchinson TX. Daughter of Joseph James Tompkins & 
Frances Barbara (Fannie) Dugan. Following the death of Robie Ray, she married ca. 1963 to 
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Mitchell Leroy Blackwell (1892-1971, the son of George W. Blackwell & Alice I. Gilbert. 
Mitchell is buried in El Reno Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian Co. OK with wife Bertha Viola 
Webb (1893-1962).  Her Find A Grave record as of 15 Aug 2022 listed her as Jessie T. 
Blackwell. She is buried in El Reno Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian Co. OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  126030262 
Marriage: 25 Dec 1920 Weatherford, Parker TX 
 
Children: 

• Violet Estelee Ray Pullen King Culver, 4 Nov 1921 Moore, Cleveland OK – 9 Apr 2002.  SSN 
455-82-8182. In the 1950 census, Violet E. Pullen, widowed, resided with her parents in Elk 
City, Beckham OK & had 2 daughters Violet E. (8 OK) & Linda Jo (7 OK) Pullen, both b. OK. – 
Her husband Earl Edward King (1914-1973, F: 66104860) was the son of William Henry King 
& Sarah Elizabeth Dodd. Social Security recorded a surname change to King in Apr 1964. – 
On 18 Jan 1980 she married Marvin Junior Culver (1928-1982, F: 60330369). Social Security 
recorded a surname change to Culver on 9 Apr 1981. Marvin’s TX death record lists his wife 
as Estelee King, not Ray.  – As Violet Culver, buried in Llano Cemetery, Amarillo, Randall TX. 
F: 19703655 

 
Siblings:  

• Walter Ray, Dec 1881 AR (1900 census) –  
• Leona Ray Minatre, May 1885 AR – 28 Nov 1945 Woodward Co. OK. Wife of Andrew Jackson 

Minatre Jr. (1868-1944 CA, F: 87668490). Buried in Woodland Cemetery, Woodland, Yolo 
CA. F: 87668492 

• Archie Burge Ray, 8 Mar 1888 AR – 15 Sep 1969 Sayre, Beckham OK. – Married 25 Jan 1908 
in Sequoyah Co. OK to Rosie (Annie) Yandell (1892-1910). Married 24 Jan 1912 in Haskell 
Co. OK to Lizzie Odom (b. 1889). 

• Rebecca Jane Ray Taylor, 19 Oct 1891 AR – 15 Jul 1966 Elk City, Beckham OK. Wife of 
Ambers Milton Taylor (1886 NC – 1915 OR, F: 29852357), who was killed in an accident with 
a team of horses & wagon. Buried in Fairlawn Cemetery, Elk City, Beckham OK. F: 74271939 

• Zettie Elsie Ray Dow, 13 Feb 1897 Hardy, Sharp AR – 11 Aug 1966 Dimmitt, Castro TX. Her 
extended birth record filed 2 Jul 1962 indicates she is her mother’s 7th child.  Wife of Henry 
C. Dow (1904-1985, F: 140372277). Buried in West Park Cemetery, Hereford, Deaf Smith 
Co. TX. F: 140372310 

• Audie Reece [Rece on WWII draft] Ray, 14 May 1900 Hardy, Sharp AR – 8 Mar 1976 
Montrose, Los Angeles CA. SSN 445-10-2091. Registered for the WWII draft in Elk City, 
Beckham OK. Husband of Etta Spence, daughter of George Spence & Lydia Billings, 1907 
OK – 1976 TX, later the wife of James Bailey. Her body was donated to the U of TX State 
Anatomical Board; no record on Find A Grave. Audie was the father of Audyne Willogean 
Ray Cholewinske Pope (1928-2019, F: 203735467). Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, 
Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles CA. F: 85930622 

• Felver B. Ray. Indexed under that name – appears in 1910 census as the stepson of James 
A. Stevenson, married to his mother Eliza. Name as written appears to read more like 
“Jehold.” Father b. TN, mother b. AR. But – his apparent father Robert died in 1901. He is 
the same age as James Stevenson’s son Thurman T. Stevenson – both age 7. 

 
Notes:  
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Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Hardy, Sharp AR – conducted 5 Jun 1900 
H.P. Ray, 43 TN, Oct 1856, parents b. TN, married 19 years, day laborer 
E.L., 35 AR, Jan 1865, parents b. TN, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
Walter, 18 AR, Dec 1881 
Leona, 15 AR, May 1885 
Archie, 11 AR, Mar 1889 
Rebecca, 8 AR, Oct 1891 
Rhoda, 6 AR, Dec 1893 [identified as a daughter, this must be Robie Calvin Ray] 
Zettie, 3 AR, Feb 1897 
Infant son, 1 month AR, May 1900 [Audie Reece/Rece] 
 
1910 Kiowa, Roger Mills Co. OK 
James A. Stevenson, 42 AR, parents b. US, in 2nd marriage, married 2 years, farmer, general 
farm [his 1st marriage had been to Rosanna Brooks, Eliza’s sister] 
Eliza L. Stevenson, 45 AR, father b. MS, mother b. TN, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 8 
children, 6 are living [wife] 
Oliver C. Stevenson, 21 AR, parents b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [son] 
Wilburn L. Stevenson, 16 AR, parents b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [son] 
James W. Stevenson, 14 AR, parents b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [son] 
Thurmon T. Stevenson, 7 TX, parents b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [son] 
Robie C. Ray, 16 AR, father b. TN, mother b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [stepson] 
Zettie E. Ray, 13 AR, father b. TN, mother b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [stepdaughter] 
Ardie [Audie] R. Ray, 16 AR, father b. TN, mother b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [stepson] 
Felver B. Ray, 7 AR, father b. TN, mother b. AR, farm laborer, home farm [stepson] – 
spelling of name open to interpretation – also, his father Robert Harris had supposedly died 
in 1901 
 
1920 Seymour, Baylor TX 
Eliza N. Stevenson, 55 AR, parents b. TN, widow [James A. Stevenson was still alive], 
farmer, general farming 
Archie B. Ray, 30 AR, single, father b. TN, mother b. AR, farming, general farming [son] 
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Robie C. Ray, 26 AR, single, father b. TN, mother b. AR, farming, general farming [son] 
Zettie E. Ray, 22 AR, single, father b. TN, mother b. AR, farming, general farming [daughter] 
Andie R. Ray, 19 AR, single, father b. TN, mother b. AR [son] 
Lois P. Ray, 2 TX, parents b. TX [granddaughter] 
 
1930 Clinton, Custer OK – 225 S. 2nd St. 
Robie Ray, 36 TX, parents b. TX, age 27 at 1st marriage, trucker, highway construction, WWI 
veteran 
Joe, 30 OK, father b. AR, mother b. TX, age 21 at 1st marriage  [wife] 
Estelle R., 8 OK, father b. AR, mother b. TX [daughter] 
 
1940 Elk, Beckham OK – same place in 1935 
Robie Calvin Ray, 46 AR, laborer 
Joe J. Ray, 40 TX, repair books, library [wife] 
 
1950 Elk, Beckham OK 
Robie C. Ray, 56 AR, policeman, city police department 
Jo Ray, 50 TX [wife] 
Violet E. Pullen, 28 OK, widow [daughter] 
Violet E. Pullen, 8 OK [granddaughter] 
Linda Jo Pullen, 7 OK [granddaughter] 
 
 


