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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Ray, Otto 

1893 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
Find A Grave 53220813 
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Published in “Coleman (TX) Democrat Voice” – Find A Grave 53220813 

 

 
Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland but this entry is confusing – “El Paso (TX) Herald” 

Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Correction – but should not have been – see below – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 

Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 4 
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Otto Ray is indeed dead & buried on Islay – “Houston (TX) Post” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Austin (TX) American” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 3 
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The body of Otto Ray is not on the isle of Islay in Scotland but in the Coleman (TX) City 

Cemetery – “Abilene (TX) Daily Reporter” Sunday 21 Jun 1936 p 17 
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Friday 30 May 1952 p 13 
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Saturday 30 May 1953 p 3 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-D38R-

N?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW95T-JM3Z 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-V723 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-V723
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH7-36WL 

 
Father: 

 

  
Obituary of Francis Anderson Ray – Left: “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Wednesday 3 Jan 

1951 p 5 – Right: “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Wednesday 3 Jan 1951 p 19 
 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH7-36WL
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Obituary of mother Mollie Campbell Ray – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Thursday 11 

Feb 1954 p 2 
 
 

Siblings: 
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TX death record of sister Borgia Ethel Ray (1891-1980) 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063089-

01623?pId=61464833 –  
 

 
Obituary of Borgia Ethel Ray – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Friday 19 Dec 1980 p 43  
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TX death record of brother Roy Ray (1895-1964) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062682-
02850?pId=81605096 

 
 

 
 
 

Obituary of brother Roy Ray - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 19 Feb 1964 p 34 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062682-02850?pId=81605096
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062682-02850?pId=81605096
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Obituary of brother Roy Ray – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Thursday 20 Feb 1964 p 20 (on 

Newspapers.com)  
 

             
Name:  Otto Ray 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Otto died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Coleman, Coleman TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Otto Ray 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father F.A. Ray, Coleman TX 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland - grave 13, as Otto Ray 
Body returned from war on: Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Otto Ray 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Otto Ray - b. 18 Feb 1893 Holland TX; res: 
Coleman, Coleman TX. Single. Tailor for E.W. Whitaker, Coleman TX. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Coleman TX (posthumously) 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not given. 
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Born: 18 Feb 1893 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Coleman TX 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. C, Detachment #2, 165th Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Feb 1893 Holland, Bell TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania    
Find A Grave record: 53220813 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Coleman, Coleman TX 
Cemetery:  Coleman City 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Francis Anderson Ray, 17 Mar 1861 Fayetteville, Washington Co. AR – 1 Jan 1951 
Coleman, Coleman TX. Buried in Coleman City Cemetery, Coleman, Coleman TX. 
Find A Grave:  65975238 
 
Mother: Mollie C. [Mary] Campbell Ray, 23 Sep 1856 Washington Co. AR – 5 Feb 1954 
Coleman, Coleman TX. Daughter of William Hugh Campbell & Julia Rutherford. Died 36 
years to the day since her son Otto died in the sinking of the Tuscania. Buried in Coleman 
City Cemetery, Coleman, Coleman TX. 
Find A Grave:  65975305 
Parents’ marriage:  31 Jul 1889 Washington Co. AR 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Otto was the middle of 3 children. 

• Borgie Ethel Ray, 4 Mar 1891 TX – 17 Dec 1980 Coleman, Coleman TX. SSN 451-09-5316. 
Never married. Retired saleslady. Buried in Coleman City Cemetery, Coleman, Coleman 
TX. F: 65975583 

• Roy Ray, 29 May 1895 Holland, Bell TX – 18 Feb 1964 Big Springs, Howard TX (Veterans 
Administration Hospital). Never married. WWI veteran. Buried in Coleman City Cemetery, 
Coleman, Coleman TX. F: 65975804  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – among those on board Tuscania: 
Otto Ray of Coleman TX. 
 
"Houston (TX) Post" 15 Feb 1918 p1 - When the news came 13 Feb from the War 
Department that Otto Ray was buried in Scotland, it was thought his name was confused 
with that of Otto Mowrey (Kenosha WI) because Otto Ray was believed to be alive. Upon 
further checking, Otto Ray was dead.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Namesake of the Otto Ray American Legion Post No. 213 in Coleman, Coleman TX. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Bartlett, Bell TX 
Franklin Ray, 35 AR, Mar 1865, parents b. AR, married 11 years, farmer 
Mollie, 33 AR, Sep 1866, father b. VA, mother b. TN, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
[wife] 
Borgia, 9 TX, May 1891 [daughter] 
Otto, 7 TX, Feb 1893 [son] 
Roy, 5 TX, May 1895 [misread & misindexed as Ross] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 1, Coleman City, Coleman Co. TX 
F.A. Ray, 47 AR, father b. AL, mother b. US, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, carpenter, 
house 
Mollie, 40 AR, father b. TN, mother b. VA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
[wife] 
Borgie, 18 TX, book keeper, tailor shop [daughter] 
Otto, 16 TX [son] 
Roy, 14 TX [son] 
 
 


