DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Tuscania casualty
Ray, Otto
1893 TX -5 February 1918 Tuscania

Special Correspondence to The Express,

COLEMAN, Tex., Oct, 28.—The body or
Otto Roy, son of Mr, and Mrs. I', A. Roy
of this J:y. arrived here Thutrsday frem
Hoboken under escort and was joterred 1
the Coleman Cemetery, The fuderal serv
fces were held at the home of his parents
under the auspices of the Rey Post of the
American Legion, assisted by Rev., G. N,
Morrison of Haskell, Otto Roy was one
of the victims of the Tuscania disuster,
He was 22 years old.

San Antonio Expre??S’un. 24 Oct 1910

Find A Grave 53220813



Remains of Otto Ray
~Will Be Buried Here;

Lost Life on. Tu_a:_anm

“ The romains of Otto Ray, son of Mr.
and Mrs. ¥, A.Ray and tlm first Cole-
mun boy to losc his life in the Eure-
penn war, will be inferred in the Cole-
man cemetery,” Young Ray. lost his
life when the Transport Tustanin was
tovpedoed and sunk off the coast: of
hcutlmd,. February 6, 1918, The date
of arcival of the remaing s nnr. known
at this hour. .

Ex-Service Mtﬁ lo Attend,

‘The funeral services, to be conduct-
ed by Rev. Fred Ross, "will be held at
Firat Christian Church. Ex-sorvice
men are regiested to  assemble  on
court ‘house lawn, in civilion clothes,
m:m:h o church nm:l cgeort the re-
mning ‘to cemete Business houses
will be asked to cloge during the hour
of service.” " :

The services ::t -thu'nhui-ch will be
marked by orchestra music, a solo by
Miss Thompson and a m qunrbr.:t.hn
of ex-service men.

Published in “Coleman (TX) Democrat Voice” — Find A Grave 53220813

44 In Third FPlace.

At a third place 44 victims are
buried in three trenches, the largest
nolding 18 bodies, another 16 and a
third 10, In the first named the
hodies have been numbered from one
to 18 in this order:

l Harry Carpenter, two unidentified
| privates, John A. iaakko, Rocco
.| Calarese, Ade McCoy, two unld»nt!ﬂed
i| privates, Stanley A. Anspurger, E. A,
Houston, Stanley L. Collins, Joseph G.
Maxstruck, Otto Ray Martin, Colum-
bus HIill Clare Metzencaumer, Wilbur
Clark Jackson, John Eichammer, Ben
IBarker-

st L fa Ala ssawd seavs avrsa NIIMe.

Burialon isle of Islay, Scotland but this entry is confusing — “El Paso (TX) Herald”
Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 2




Ora l., Elmonte, Cal.; Augspurger,
Stanley R., Dayton, O.; Houston, Il-
mer A., Held, Ore.; Collins, Stanley
Y., Knights Ferry, Cal.: Maystrick
(not Maxstruck), J. G., Astoria, N, Y.

Hell, Martin C. (Columbus), Wimber-
ly, Texas: Mowrey, Otto (not Otto Ray)
Kenoshaka, Wise Metzenbaver, Claire,

| Chippewa Falls, Wis.: Clark, Wilbur

| W, Lansing, Mich.; Eichhammer, John

| A, East Grand Forks, Minn: Barker,
Ben, Foulsburg, Texas: Smlthpeter.'
Willlam V., (Van Smithpeters), Fort
Cobb, : Short, Nathan B. Ste-
phens, : Bradley, Claude, Swaty,
Ark.: Crow, Jennings B. Appleby,
Texas,

Correction - but should not have been - see below - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram”
Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 4




TUSCANIA DEATH
LIST NEAR COMPLETE

Authorities Going Slow for Fear of |
Making Mistakes.

A. P, Total of 171 Dead Will Stand ||
Close to Complete List—Cole-
man, Texas, Man's Name
Mixed in First Reparts.

(Assocyated Press Report.)

WASHINGTON, Feb, 1. —~Cablegrams
aro going forward to the American em-
bassy In London from the war depart-
ment Thursday In an effort to complete
the list of Tuscania survivors and un-
tangle names which have been nrblod In
tranasmission,

Latest ddvices to the Mﬂmoat con-
tinue to fndlcate that few more Amerls
can soldlers were loat than the 164 al-
ready reported buried in Scotland, Re-
portsa plsce the American dead at not |

more than 170, although the list of saved
In far from complete,

The Associated Press list ot unreported
stands at 171,

Further rechecking of the Tuscania's
dead, missing and survivors lsts Thurs.
day disclosed that Private Otto Ray of
Coleman, Texas, reported buried on the
Scottiah coast In & trench, previously had
been reported to the war department as &
survivor, When the names was recelved
Wednesday It was thought to have beon
garbled In cable transmisslon and W/
leved to refer to Private Otto Mowrey of |

Wis,, whose hame now s re-|’

Kenosha,
stored the List of those not yet ace
counted for, Rt

Otto Ray is indeed dead & buried on Islay - “Houston (TX) Post” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1

B DO T Wy F g @YD

CF M ISS IA=aGeTEESR

iToosa s ”

red3aerr



TEXANS KILLED
ON TUSCANIA

WASHINGTON, Feh, 15—<The war department began
receiving tonight the first official list of American soldiers
who lost their lives on the Tuscania, sunk by a German sub-
marine off the Irish coast.

Of the 52 names so far received, the Texans are:

BEN BARKER, Foresthurg, Texas,

ARTHUR COLLINS, Appleby, Texas,

JENNINGS B, CROW, Appleby, Texas,

WILLIAM A. DINTER, Cuero, Texas,

ROY W. MAY, Lindale, Texas,

GEORGE MORENO, Pearsall, Texas.

HENRY ONFORD, Turnsville, Texns,

ANGEL PEREZ, San Antonio, Texas,

OTTO RAY, Coburn, Texas,

IRVIN SIMS, Alto, Texas,

OSCAR L, SMITH, Winters, Texas.

JAMES F. SPARKMAN, Frisco, Texas,

DANIEL W, TROWEBRIDGE, Strawn, Texas,

WALTER 1. WHITTINGTON, Sherman, Texas,

WM. R, WILSON, Canton, Texas.

JAMES C, WOOD, Yantis, Texas.

EDWARD F. YOU NG, Gilmer, Texas,

“Austin (TX) American” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 3




| Ray Post No. 213
‘| Clears Debt, Owns Lot

By hard work, good management

'| and faithful service of officers and

members during the past few
years, the Ray Post, N6, 213, Cole-
man, has cleared a debt of over

FLEMIN

secured in the summer of 1920, W.
D. Allen was the first commander
and V. Rawlings Gilliland, the ad-
Jutant, Shortly afterward, the post
sponsored a two-cday political rally
and barbecue, at which Pat Neff
and Joseph W. Balley met for the
only time on the same platform,
uring their race
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The current
membership s
92 and the

officinls are
Carl O, Fleming,
commander, and
W. C (BilD) |}
Ratjen, adju-
tant, A member-
ship drive is to
be started in the
near future,

The unit was named to honor the
memory of Otto Ray, son of Mr.
and Mrs. . A, Ray of Coleman,
who was on the Tuscania when it
was torpedoed near Isle of Islay,
Scotland, His body was found and
he is buried Ot.l tlu isle,

RATJEN

The body of Otto Ray is not on the isle of Islay in Scotland but in the Coleman (TX) City

Cemetery — “Abilene (TX) Daily Reporter” Sunday 21 Jun 1936 p 17




Memorial Rifes
Sefat (oleman

COLEMA Y, May 29. (RNS
War dead «i Colegman will be honor-
eo ou Memorial Day Friday, In a
special symbolic service to be held
over the grave of Otto Ray, who
died In World War | by the three
veletats otgaiiizations of Cidenstan -

The public service will be held
a! the Coleman cemetery at 10 am

The Ruy Post, Amecican Leglion
Coleman's Legion chapter, is nam- |
e for the World War | soldien
who will be honored Friday In
A special ceremony three wreaths
will be placed on his grave one
red one white and a third, hlue

Dan Fogarty. Chureh of Christ]
minister. will read a graveside |
gervice Tor the eeremony I

The service will be directed by
N M. Robinson, Legion command l
or. Raymond Greaves «-umm:uuh'r;
of the Disabled American Veter
ans. and Roy Barmett, Veterans of
Forelgn Wars commande

Flags will be placed on all vet.
erans graves in the Coleman ceme-
tery after the grave ceremony,

“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Friday 30 May 1952 p 13



(oleman Memorial
Day Services Sel

COLEMAN, May 29 (RNS'—A
Memorial Day program to honor
Coleman area war dead will be
held in two parts by Ray Post
213, American Leglon, on Satur-
day and Sunday, it is announced.

Legloy members will  decorate
graves of all service dead in the
Coleman cemetery with United | ¢
States flags on Saturday morning
at 6 o'clock. All members are urg-
ed to be present, said Post Com-
mander George Epperson |

All county veterans organizations
will share in a Sunday afternoon
program at the Coleman Ceme-
tery, when the grave of Otto Ray,
for whom Ray Post is named, will
be decorated

Ray. the first Coleman County
man killed in World War 1, died
in the sinking of a troop ship in an
Atlantic crossing. He was the son
of Mrs. F. A. Ray who resides in
Coleman.

A principal address In the Sun-
day afterncon service will be by
Rev. L. L. Hatfield, pastor of the
North Coleman Baptist Church
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Saturday 30 May 1953 p 3
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Otto Ray

Military  United States, World War I American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917-1919

Page 81

TEXAS

ALl

VHIRE: INIUCZED INDO NATIONAL AMMY OR ABSIGNED THERETO UPON BNLISTMEND

| Ray, Otto

165 Depot Brig Co © Feb 5/18
Canp Travis Det 2

vy

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH7-36WL

Father:

Refired Coniraclor
Buried af Coleman

COLEMAN, Jan. 2. (RNS)—Fu-
s a o em‘n neral services were conducted
iTuesday afternoon at the J E

|Stevens Funeral Home chapel for
Francis Anderson Rayv, 89, who
died Monday at his home here

For F. A. Ray, 89

|

He was a member of the First
Christian Church, Coleman,

COLEMAN, Jan. 3.—Funeral for The Rev. Harlie Woolard of Abi-
Francis Anderson Rav. 8. retired lene conducted hn;i rites. Burial
contractor, was held Tuesday aft.| | was in Coleman Cemetery under
ernoon in the J. E. Stevens Funeral || direction of J. E. Stevens Funeral
Home Chapel, .”“-"‘Af

The Rev. Harlie Woolard, pastor)/| Mr Ray, a retired contractor,
of the First Christian Church, Abj-|/ | was born March 17, 1861 In Fay-
lene. officlated. Burial was in the || eiteville, Ark, and came to Cole
Coleman Cemetery under direction {man County in 1000. He was a
of Stevens Funera' Home. member of the First Christian

Survivors include the widow,| (hurch .

Mollie C, Ray: a son, Roy Ray; and Survivors _In« lude his widow
a daughter, Borgia Ray, all of Cole-| Mre Mollie C Ray. one son, Roy
man. « || |Ray, and a daughter, Borgia Ray

Mr. Ray was born March 17, 1861, | ! of Coleman
in Fayettteville, Ark., and came Pallbearers were Simon Horne,
to Coleman County in 1900, Harrison Seals, Roger Harbourd

Howard Walker, John  Grammer

1 and Macon Freeman

Obituary of Francis Anderson Ray — Left: “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Wednesday 3 Jan
1951 p 5 - Right: “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Wednesday 3Jan 1951 p 19

Mother:


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH7-36WL
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Mrs. Mollie C. Ray

COLEMAN, Feb, 10 (8C) — Serv-
ices for Mrs. Mollie C. Ray, 97, of
Coleman, who died Friday, were
held Sunday at the J. E. Stevens
Funeral Chapel. She had been a
{;&dem of Coleman County since

Survivors Include one son, Roy
Ray; and one daughter, Miss Bor-
gia Ray, both of Coleman,

Obituary of mother Mollie Campbell Ray - “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Thursday 11
Feb 1954 p 2

Siblings:
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TX death record of sister Borgia Ethel Ray (1891-1980)
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063089-
01623?pld=61464833 -

Borgia Ray

89, a longtime resident 0
Coleman, died at 7 a.m. Wed-
nesday at Ovoxl'allélreirm :v‘i.li
morial Hospital. ces

be at 2 p.m. Friday at Walker '
Funeral Home Chapel.

Obituary of Borgia Ethel Ray — “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Friday 19 Dec 1980 p 43

|
|
|
!
|
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TX death record of brother Roy Ray (1895-1964) -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062682-
028507?pld=81605096

-y W A

RAY, ROY, 68, of Coleman.
Died Tuesday Big Spring hos.
gl;al Survived by sister, Miss

rgia Ray of Coleman. Serv-
ices 2 p. m. Thursday Stevens
Chapel at Coleman.

Obituary of brother Roy Ray - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 19 Feb 1964 p 34


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062682-02850?pId=81605096
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062682-02850?pId=81605096
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| THE ABILENE REPORTER-NEWS 2-8
Abilene, Texas, Thursday Morning, February 20, 1964

and the Rev. Claude Weingand,

. Coleman Service o o it Coristian

Church. Burial will be in Cole-

tl For Ro' Ra' man Cemelery under direction

of Stevens Funeral Home,
15" COLEMAN (RNS) — Funeral pe was a veteran of World
,‘,.; for Roy Ray, 68, longtime Cole- war 1 and a member of the
man County stock farmer, will irst Christian Church,
e be held at 2 pm. Thursday In  Oply surviving relative Is a
0 Stevens Memorial Chapel. Mr. gister, Miss Borgia Ray of Cole-
Ray died Tuesday afternoon in man
4 Veterans Hospital at  BIg  palibearers will be Bill Ham.
al Spring hright, Jess Mercer, Leon John.
Conducting services will be son, Ben Dunn, Dee  Mankin,
o the Rev. W. B. Morton, retired ;. .. Grammer, Lee R, Jones
1o Coleman Methodist — minister. and W B Lunsford
1o

Obituary of brother Roy Ray — “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Thursday 20 Feb 1964 p 20 (on
Newspapers.com)

Name: Otto Ray

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private

Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Otto died without a number.

Entered service from: Coleman, Coleman TX

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Otto Ray

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father F.A. Ray, Coleman TX

First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland - grave 13, as Otto Ray
Body returned from war on: Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920

Body listed on return ship as: Otto Ray

Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2

World War | draft registration (1917): as Otto Ray - b. 18 Feb 1893 Holland TX; res:
Coleman, Coleman TX. Single. Tailor for E.W. Whitaker, Coleman TX. Tall & slender.
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Coleman TX (posthumously)

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlistment & discharge dates not given.
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Born: 18 Feb 1893

Died: 6 Feb 1918

Address: Coleman TX

Rank/unit: private, Co. C, Detachment #2, 165" Depot Brigade

Birth & death:

Born: 18 Feb 1893 Holland, Bell TX

Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 53220813 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Coleman, Coleman TX

Cemetery: Coleman City

Tombstone:

Father: Francis Anderson Ray, 17 Mar 1861 Fayetteville, Washington Co. AR -1 Jan 1951
Coleman, Coleman TX. Buried in Coleman City Cemetery, Coleman, Coleman TX.
Find A Grave: 65975238

Mother: Mollie C. [Mary] Campbell Ray, 23 Sep 1856 Washington Co. AR -5 Feb 1954
Coleman, Coleman TX. Daughter of William Hugh Campbell & Julia Rutherford. Died 36
years to the day since her son Otto died in the sinking of the Tuscania. Buried in Coleman
City Cemetery, Coleman, Coleman TX.

Find A Grave: 65975305

Parents’ marriage: 31 Jul 1889 Washington Co. AR

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: Otto was the middle of 3 children.
e Borgie Ethel Ray, 4 Mar 1891 TX - 17 Dec 1980 Coleman, Coleman TX. SSN 451-09-5316.
Never married. Retired saleslady. Buried in Coleman City Cemetery, Coleman, Coleman
TX. F: 65975583
e Roy Ray, 29 May 1895 Holland, Bell TX - 18 Feb 1964 Big Springs, Howard TX (Veterans
Administration Hospital). Never married. WWI veteran. Buried in Coleman City Cemetery,
Coleman, Coleman TX. F: 65975804

Notes:
Pre-war:

Wartime:
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 — among those on board Tuscania:
Otto Ray of Coleman TX.

"Houston (TX) Post" 15 Feb 1918 p1 - When the news came 13 Feb from the War
Department that Otto Ray was buried in Scotland, it was thought his name was confused
with that of Otto Mowrey (Kenosha WI) because Otto Ray was believed to be alive. Upon
further checking, Otto Ray was dead.

Post-war:

Namesake of the Otto Ray American Legion Post No. 213 in Coleman, Coleman TX.
Obituary:

Censuses:

1900 Bartlett, Bell TX

Franklin Ray, 35 AR, Mar 1865, parents b. AR, married 11 years, farmer

Mollie, 33 AR, Sep 1866, father b. VA, mother b. TN, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living
[wife]

Borgia, 9 TX, May 1891 [daughter]

Otto, 7 TX, Feb 1893 [son]

Roy, 5 TX, May 1895 [misread & misindexed as Ross]

1910 Justice Precinct 1, Coleman City, Coleman Co. TX

F.A. Ray, 47 AR, father b. AL, mother b. US, in 1°t marriage, married 20 years, carpenter,
house

Mollie, 40 AR, father b. TN, mother b. VA, in 15t marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living
[wife]

Borgie, 18 TX, book keeper, tailor shop [daughter]

Otto, 16 TX[son]

Roy, 14 TX [son]



