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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 

 

Radcliffe, Leland Stanford 
1897 IL – 1969 CA 
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Leland Stanford Radcliffe – “Des Moines (IA) Tribune” 22 Mar 1918 p 4 
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Delayed IA certificate of Leland’s birth, 20 May 1955, affidavit of sister Mona Radcliffe Carpenter - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:H9GL-SQZM 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:H9GL-SQZM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BTP-342M 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3180917:2375?tid=31850818&pid=360173425118&queryId=9d5939defec7564c408a
4c45b3596642&_phsrc=hFB46528&_phstart=successSource 
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1923 Glendale CA city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/226082350:2469?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ec
ea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46536&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
“Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/226082350:2469?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ecea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46536&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/226082350:2469?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ecea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46536&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/226082350:2469?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ecea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46536&_phstart=successSource
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“Sioux City (IA) Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 10 

 

 
“DeKalb (IL) Daily Chronicle” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Chicago Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“De Kalb (IL) Daily Chronicle” Tuesday 19 Mar 1918 p 6 

 
 



11 
 

 



12 
 

 

 
“Burbank (CA) Daily Evening Review” Tuesday 24 Nov 1931 p 6 

 
 
 

 
“Streator (IL) Times” Saturday 13 May 1950 p 6 
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“Bloomington (IL) Pantagraph” Thursday 15 May 1952 p 17 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Father: 
 
 

 
Obituary of father Emlyn Alonzo Radcliffe – “Streator (IL) Times” Friday 14 Apr 1939 p 6 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/543580999/?terms=%22mona%20carpenter%22&match=1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2933:4845?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ecea4be
85688173&_phsrc=hFB46538&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Streator (IL) Times” Monday 15 Jul 1929 p 5 
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“Streator (IL) Times” Thursday 9 Jan 1930 p 6 

 
 

 
“Streator (IL) Times” Monday 24 Mar 1930 p 6 

 

 
“Streator (IL) Times” Tuesday 12 Apr 1932 p 6 

 
Mother: 

 



16 
 

 

 
“Burbank (CA) Daily Evening Review” Wednesday 16 Sep 1931 p 8 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Siblings: 
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IA birth record of brother Arthur Leroy Radcliffe (1884-1961), as sworn to on 17 Sep 1940 by his 
maternal aunt Mabel Tracy, who was present at his birth - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/150023074:61441?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821e
cea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46537&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150023074:61441?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ecea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46537&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150023074:61441?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ecea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46537&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150023074:61441?tid=31850818&pid=18135623150&queryId=9dc7198f8d95e7821ecea4be85688173&_phsrc=hFB46537&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Mona Radcliffe Carpenter – “De Kalb (IL) Daily Chronicle” Monday 13 May 1912 p 4 
 

 
“De Kalb (IL) Daily Chronicle” Monday 13 May 1912 p 4 
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IL death record of brother Leslie E.K. Radcliffe (1891/1892 – 1916) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/885267:2542 
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Il 

 
“Streator (IL) Times” Monday 3 Nov 1947 p 3 
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Divorce of Myrtle Radcliffe Knight & Otto Ernest Knight – “Los Angeles Times” Wednesday 4 Apr 

1928 p 24 
 
 
 

 
Marriage of sister Dola Radcliffe (1894-1956) to Donald Bertholf on 15 Jul 1916 in MO – “Kansas 

City (MO) Star” Wednesday 19 Jul 1916 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/502508296:1171?tid=31850818&pid=360173425157&queryId=f327bad10f2030fe5d

d8b1982efbf16d&_phsrc=hFB46546&_phstart=successSource 
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“Sioux City (IA) Journal” Thursday 8 Feb 1917 p 5 

 
 

           
 
Name: Leland Stanford Radcliffe  
Name variations:  Radcliff  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 3rd Squad - private  
Serial number:  249,903 
Entered service from:  Dwight, Livingston IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leland S. Radcliffe 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Alonzo Radcliffe, Dwight IL 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Leland S. Radcliffe 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Emelyn E. Radcliffe, 426 Pioneer Dr., Glendale CA 
(chauffeur, 100th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Leland Stanford Radcliffe - b. 17 Feb 1897 Dwight 
IL; res: 132 N. Brighton, Burbank, Los Angeles CA. NOK D.B. Radcliffe, same address 
[sister Dola]. Employed at Pacific Electric Railway, 6th & Main St., Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
CA. Card signed L.S. Radcliffe. Height: 5’9 ½” – 230 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  16 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  14 Jun 1919 
Address:  426 Pioneer Dr., Glendale CA 
Rank/unit:    chauffeur, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 17 Feb 1897 Dwight, Livingston  IL  
Died: 18 Jan 1969 Los Angeles Co. CA    
Find A Grave record:  64109664 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Glendale, Los Angeles CA 
Cemetery:  Forest Lawn Memorial Park (Glendale) 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Illinois CFR 100 Aero Sq WWI   
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Father:  Emlyn Alonzo Radcliffe, Aug 1861 Dwight, Livingston IL – 10 Apr 1939 Glendale, Los 
Angeles CA. First name also found as Emelyn. Surname also found as Radcliff. Son of John 
R. Radcliff & Mary I. Carr. Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. 
Find A Grave:  has 2 records which need a merger. One lists him as Alonzo RADCLIFF, 
1861-1939, F: 105269684 & the other as Emlyn Alonzo RADCLIFF, unknown birth – 10 Apr 
1939, F: 138006789 
 
Mother: Idella Edna Brown Radcliffe, 12 Jul 1862 IL – 6 Apr 1940 Glendale, Los Angeles CA. 
Daughter of Dennis Brown & Mary Elizabeth Martin.Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, 
Glendale, Los Angeles CA. 
Find A Grave:  85492840 
Parents’ marriage:  21 Feb 1882 Grundy Co. IL 
 
Spouse: according to 1950 census, never married 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: an additional boy had died prior to the 1900 census, in which his mother says she 
has given birth to 7 children, 6 of whom are living. His father’s 1939 obituary says he was 
preceded in death by two sons (Leslie and apparently this boy). 

• Arthur Leroy (Roy) Radcliffe, 29 Jan 1884 Ida Grove, Ida IA – 24 Jun 1961 Eugene, Lane OR. 
On his WWII draft card, living in Glendale CA with NOK Elizabeth. – Married to Mabelle Inez 
Stickney.  

• Mona Radcliffe Carpenter, Sep 1886 IA (1900 census) – 1960. Alternated her time between 
Chicago IL & Dwight IL. Buried in Oak Lawn Cemetery, Dwight, Livingston IL. F: 15783942 

• Myrtle Radcliffe Knight, Aug 1888 IL – “Mertle” Radcliff married 6 Oct 1917 in Hennepin Co. 
MN to Otto Knight. In the 1920 census for Los Angeles township, Los Angeles Co. CA 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR69-
DK9?i=10&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMH74-7JX) . 
Otto Ernest Knight (2 May 1885 Norfolk NE – 10 Aug 1964 Los Angeles Co. CA), son of Byron 
W. Knight & Margaret Daniel, had married Gertrude Alice Briggs on 10 Nov 1908 & divorced 
her on 14 Sep 1917. Otto & Myrtle married the next month. He was an embalmer in the 
undertaking business on his WWI draft card (12 Sep 1918) in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
living with wife Myrtle R. Knight at 1005 – 6th Ave. S. He was also listed as an embalmer in 
the 1920 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA census – Otto E. Knight, 34 NE, father b. IL, mother b. 
MO & wife Myrtle R. Knight, 31 Il, father b. IL, mother b. MI, stenographer, chemical 
supplies, were boarders. In the 1930 census Myrtle Knight resides in the Gates Hotel in Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles CA; she is divorced. Found at: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XCVG-8WCIn 1940 she lives in Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles CA; divorced.  – Myrtle filed for divorce against Otto iin Apr 1928 in Los Angeles 
Co. CA.  

• Leslie Elzard K. Radcliffe, Apr 1891 (1900 census) or 1891 (tombstone) or 5 Apr 1892 (IL 
death record) IL – 15 Sep 1916 Peoria, Peoria IL. IL death record: single, waiter.  Buried in 
Oak Lawn Cemetery, Dwight, Livingston IL. F: 15783929 
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• Dola Belle Radcliffe Bartholf, reverted to Radcliffe, Aug 1894 Dwight, Livingston IL – 26 Apr 
1956 Glendale, Los Angeles CA. Tombstone inscribed “beloved sister.” Although she 
claims to have never married (in the 1950 census), she married Donald Bertholf on 15 Jul 
1916 in Kansas City, Jackson MO. Less than 6 months later, she sued for divorce (in Feb 
1917) claiming cruelty and a “statutory offense.” All her other records are found with the 
surname Radcliff/Radcliffe. Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles 
CA. F: 64109672 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Sioux City (IA) Journal" 8 Feb 1918 p 10 - formerly of Des Moines & Sioux City, salesman in 
Des Moines for Campbell Bread Co., moved to Sioux City where he enlisted several 
months ago. 
 
"De Kalb (IL) Daily Chronicle" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - of Dwight IL, nephew of Mr. & Mrs. A.J. 
Radcliffe (Oak Park IL, formerly DeKalb), brother of Mrs. Mona Carpenter (Dwight), known 
because of visits to DeKalb relatives. 
 
"Des Moines (IA) Tribune" 22 Mar 1918 p 4 – photo - his postcard to Mr. & Mrs. John Ericson, 
1507 E. Walnut St., Des Moines discusses sinking, age 19, employee of Campbell Baking 
Co. in Des Moines, "Was below deck and very close to where the torpedo struck - a terrible 
noise and darkness, a scramble for life - never again." Left on rescue ship nearby (likely 
destroyer).  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
1953 Burbank CA city directory 
Radcliffe, 
Dola B., resident of 132 N. Brighton 
Leland S., driver, Transit Lines, resident of 132 N. Brighton 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 563-10-1601 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Dwight, Livingston IL – conducted 11 Jun 1900 
Emlyn A. Radcliffe, 38 IL, Aug 1861, parents b. PA, married 17 years, carpenter 
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Idella, 37 IL, Jul 1862, father b. MI, mother b. NY, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Roy, 16 IA, Jan 1884, carpenter 
Mona, 13 IA, Sep 1866, at school 
Myrtle, 11 IL, Aug 1888, at school 
Leslie E., 9 IL, Apr 1891, at school 
Dola, 5 IL, Aug 1894 
Leland S., 3 IL, Feb 1897 
 
1910 Dwight, Livingston IL 
Emline Radcliffe, 48 IL, parents b. PA, married 28 years, farmer, general farm 
Idella E. (indexed as B.), 47 IL, father b. MI, mother b. NY, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are 
living 
Dola B., 15 IL 
Leland S., 13 IL 
 
1910 Ida Grove, Ida Co. IA – his 3 other siblings 
Charles A. Britch, 49 PA, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 26 years, proprietor, 
bakery 
Etta M. Britch, 45 IL, father b. MI, mother b. NY, gave birth to zero children, in 1st marriage 
Mabel R. Rankin, 39 IL, father b. MI, mother b. NY, widow, teacher, private school, gave 
birth to 1 child, none are living [sister-in-law] 
Linc D. Rankin, 20 IA, father b. PA, mother b. IA, ice man [nephew] 
Roy A. Radcliffe, 26 IA, parents b. IL, carpenter, house [nephew] 
Leslie E.K. Radcliffe, 19 IL, parents b. IL, clerk, restaurant [nephew] 
Mona R. Carpenter, 23 IA, parents b. IA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to zero children [niece] 
 
1920 Chicago, Cook IL – Franklin Blvd. – his 2 sisters 
Mona Carpenter, 33 IA, widow, father b. IL, mother b. MI, secretary, building contractor 
Dola RADCLIFF, 24 IL, father b. IL, mother b. MI, bookkeeper, mercantile 
 
1930 Glendale, Los Angeles CA – parents 
Evelyn A. RADCLIFF, 58 IL, parents b. PA, farmer for self 
Idella E., 57 IL, father b. MI, mother b. NY 
 
1930 Burbank, Los Angeles CA – 1042 N. Verdugo Ave. 
Emlyn A. Radcliffe, 68 IL, parents b. PA, married 20 years [no occupation] 
Idella E., 67 IL, father b. MI, mother b. IL 
Dola B., 35 IL, single, clerk, dry goods 
Leland S., 33 IL, single, driver, lumber 
 
1940 Glendale, Los Angeles CA – 132 N. Brighton St. – same house in 1935 
Leland Radcliffe [misread as L Elzard), 43 IL, single, bus driver, motor transportation coach 
Idella, 77 IL, widow [mother] 
Dola, 45 IL, divorced [sister] 
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1950 Burbank, Los Angeles CA – 133 N. Brighton  
In front of address: 
Leland S. RADCLIFF, 53 IL, never married, bus driver, transportation [head of household] 
In rear of address: 
Dola B. RADCLIFF, 55 IL, never married [sister is crossed off – “head of household” added] 
 


