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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Ratkiewich, Albert Thomas 
1894 CT – 1945 CT 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:71DG-MF3Z 

 
“Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” Saturday 8 Jan 1972 p 8 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Son Albert J. Ratkiewich (1927-2014) – Find A Grave 140155671 
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Marriage of Albert J. Ratkiewich to Lorraine Mercier on 26 Nov 1955 – “Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” 

Saturday 26 Nov 1955 p 1 
 
 

 
Obituary of daughter Olive A. Ratkiewich Knight (1932-1992) – “Poughkeepsie (NY) Journal” Sunday 

12 Jul 1992 p 2B 
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“Hagerstown (MD) Daily Mail” Thursday 14 Nov 1968 p 3 
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“Xenia (OH) Daily Gazette” Monday 24 Jul 1972 p 3 
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Daughter Lois E. Ratkiewich Hopkins (1935-2015) - 

http://phaneuf.tributes.com/obituary/show/Lois-E.-Hopkins-103149129 
 

Mother: 
 

http://phaneuf.tributes.com/obituary/show/Lois-E.-Hopkins-103149129
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Obituary of mother Mary Poscovage Ratkiewich – “Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” Saturday 26 Mar 

1949 p 1 
 

Siblings: 
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PA death record of sister Ann Alice Ratkiewich Scully (1904-1948) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2321306652_0826-
00883?pId=606378081 
 
Name:  Albert Thomas Ratkiewich 
Name variations:  Ratkirwitch on passenger list – Raytkiewich in newspaper 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,206 
Entered service from:  Union City, New Haven CT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Albert RATKERWITCH 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Thomas Ratkirwitch, 376 N. Main St., Union City CT 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Albert Ratkiewich 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Thomas Ratkiewich, 376 N. Main St., Union City CT 
(chauffeur, 213th Aero Sq) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Albert Ratkiewich - b. 28 Jan 1894 Naugatuck CT; res: 
376 N. Main St., Naugatuck CT. Single. Secretary, The Thomas Ratkiewich Company, Naugatuck 
CT. Tall & stout. Registered on 4 Jun 1917, one day before the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Union City CT (spelled Ratkirwich) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Albert Thomas Ratkiewich - b. 28 Jan 1894 
Naugatuck US [i.e. CT]; res: 696 High St., Union City (Naugatuck), New Haven CT. NOK Mrs. Mary 
Ratkiewich, same address. Self-employed, Union City Hardware Co., Union City (Naugatuck), New 
Haven CT. Height: 6’ – 230 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  25 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  376 N. Main St., Union City, New Haven CT 
Rank/unit:    private / chauffeur, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Jan 1894 Naugatuck, New Haven CT  
Died: 15 Jan 1945 Naugatuck, New Haven CT   
Find A Grave record: 77706686 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Naugatuk, New Haven CT 
Cemetery:  Saint James 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Thomas Ratkiewich, Apr 1868 Lithuania (then Russia) – 18 Mar 1946 Naugatuk, 
New Haven CT. Buried in Saint James Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT. 
Find A Grave:  77714023 
 
 
Mother:  Mary Poscavage Ratkiewich, Mar 1874 Lithuania (then Russia0 – 25 Mar 1949 
Naugatuk, New Haven CT. Buried in Saint James Cemetery, Naugatuk, New Haven CT. 
Find A Grave:  77713909 
Parents’ marriage:  1892 Russia 
 
Spouse: Mary M. Montville Ratkiewich, 23 Feb 1897 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 11 Oct 
1988 Naugatuk, New Haven CT. Daughter of John Montville & Anna Krochchunas. Buried in 
Saint James Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  77713761 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Jean Marion Ratkiewich Kunces, 6 Aug 1922 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 23 Jul 2004 
Waterbury, New Haven CT. Wife of Adam Kazimer Kunces (8 Oct 1919-1 Nov 1996). Buried 
in Saint James Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT. F: 9252866 

• Albert J. (“Al”) Ratkiewich, 4 Jun 1927 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 15 Dec 2014 Milford, 
New Haven CT. Served in the US Coast Guard in WWII & in the US Navy in Korea. Graduate 
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of Yale University in engineering, where he was captain of the swim team & swam in the 
1952 Olympic trials. He had 6 surviving children. Buried in Saint James Cemetery, 
Naugatuck, New Haven CT. F: 140155671 

• Olive A. Ratkiewich Knight, 13 Feb 1932 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 9 Jul 1992 Castle 
Point, Dutchess NY (Veterans Administration Medical Center). Swimming champion in high 
school. Wife of Robert Knight.  Graduate of Boston University & the U of PA. Physical 
therapist.  

• Lois E. Ratkiewich Hopkins, 17 Jun 1935 CT – 28 Dec 2015 Bedford, Hillsborough NH. 
Graduate of Purdue University in mechanical engineering & of Hesser College in computer 
science.   

 
Siblings: an additional sibling died by the time of the 1900 census 

• Mary Ratkiewich, Apr 1900 CT –   Listed as Dr. Mary Raytkwich of Norwood PA in her 
mother’s Mar 1949 obituary. 

• Ann Alice Ratkiewich Scully, 4 Sep 1904 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 18 Feb 1948 
Norwood, Delaware Co. PA (at home: 227 W. Garfield). Wife of F.T. Scully (according to PA 
death record.) Buried in Saint James Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT according to PA 
death record but not on Find A Grave as of 13 Aug 2022.  

• Willie Ratkiewich, 1909 CT -  Not mentioned in his mother’s Mar 1949 obituary. 
• Thomas Ratkiewich Jr., 25 Mar 1910 Union City, New Haven CT – 4 Apr 1985 Prospect CT. 

SSN 046-07-2498. Wife was Alice at time of death.  In the 1940 census for Naugatuck, New 
Haven CT, Thomas RATKIEWIK (30 CT), tavern manager, lived with wife Alice (27 CT). They 
had lived in the same house in 1935. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Norwich (CT) Bulletin" 12 Feb 1918 p 10 - Albert Raytkiewich [sic], son of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
Raytkiewich of Spring St., Union City CT, reported alive.  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 135 High St. – conducted 25 Jun 1900 
Thomas RATKEWECH, 32 Russia, Apr 1868, parents b. Russia, emigrated 1884, in US for 16 
years, naturalized, married 8 years, rubber shoemaker 
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Mary, 26 Russia, Mar 1874, parents b. Russia, emigrated 1891, in US for 9 years, gave birth 
to 3 children, 2 are living 
Albert, 6 CT, Jan 1894 
Mary, 1 month CT, Apr 1900 
& 3 boarders 
& sister-in-law Maggie Paskawich, 17 Russia, Oct 1882, parents b. Russia, emigrated 1899, 
in US for 1 year, rubber shoemaker 
 
1910 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – Diamond St. – conducted 26 Apr 1910 
Thomas RATKIWCK, 42 Russia Lithuania, parents b. Russia Lithuania, emigrated 1885, 
naturalized, married 19 years, café, liquor store 
Mary, 37 Russia Lithuania, parents b. Russia Lithuania, married 19 years, emigrated 1890, 
gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Albert, 16 CT 
Mary, 9 CT 
Annie, 5 CT 
Willie, zero CT 
& mother-in-law Annie Poswich, 63 Russia Lithuania, parents b. Russia Lithuania, widow 
& 2 male boarders 
 
1920 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 376 N. Main St. - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4294460-
01082?pId=72215561 
Thomas RASKIWICH, 50 Russia Lithuania, parents b. Lithuania, emigrated 1888, 
naturalized 1893  
Mary, 48 Russia Lithuania, parents b. Lithuania, emigrated 1892, naturalized 
Albert, 25 CT, single 
Mary, 20 CT 
Annie, 15 CT 
Thomas Jr., 9 CT 
& sister-in-law Margaret Schultz, 36 Lithuania, parents b. Lithuania, widow, emigrated 
1899, naturalized, shoemaker, factory 
[no occupation listed for anyone except Margaret Schultz] 
 
1930 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 696 High St. 
Albert RATKIEYICK, 36 CT, parents b. Lithuania, age 27 at 1st marriage, merchant, 
hardware, WWI veteran 
Mary, 33 CT, parents b. Lithuania, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Jean, 7 CT 
Albert, 2 CT 
 
1930 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 376 N. Main St. – parents & brother Thomas 
Thomas RAYTKURICH, 59 Lithuania, parents b. Lithuania, age 22 at 1st marriage, real estate 
Mary, 56 Lithuania, parents b. Lithuania, age 19 at 1st marriage 
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Thomas, 20 CT 
 
1940 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – 696 High St. – same house in 1935 
Albert RATKUWICH, 45 CT, merchant, hardware store 
Mary, 42 CT 
Jean, 17 CT 
Albert, 12 CT 
Alice, 8 CT 
Louis, 4 CT 
 
1950 Naugatuck, New Haven CT – Albert is deceased – 
Mary M. Ratkiewich, 52 CT, proprietor, hardware store 
Lois E., 14 CT 
 
 


