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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Samuel J. Randall 
Ca. 1894 AR – 

    

 



2 
 

 

 
He was serving in Co. L, 9th Infantry - 
https://www.fold3.com/image/26601044?terms=samuel%20randall%20cablegram%20aug%2019
18 
 

 

 
https://www.fold3.com/image/604342993?rec=626217271&terms=incoming,maud,randall,samue
l 
 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604342993?rec=626217271&terms=incoming,maud,randall,samuel
https://www.fold3.com/image/604342993?rec=626217271&terms=incoming,maud,randall,samuel
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“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) Tuesday 17 Sep 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) Thursday 19 Sep 1918 p 6 
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“Daily Arkansas Gazette” Friday 20 Sep 1918 p 2 
 
 
 

Sibling: 
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Delayed AR birth record for Maude May Randall filed 21 Dec 1953 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/851608:61774 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/851608:61774
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Obituary of sister Maude Mae Randall Owens – “Odessa (TX) American” Sunday 26 Jul 1970 p 2 
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Alva Edison Owens with parents Maude May Randall Owens, Cornelius (Nealey) Owens - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/18361292/person/100094070578/media/faa75a5e-37a2-4c97-8c31-cacc15e28267 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18361292/person/100094070578/media/faa75a5e-37a2-4c97-8c31-cacc15e28267
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18361292/person/100094070578/media/faa75a5e-37a2-4c97-8c31-cacc15e28267
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui
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-viewer/tree/18361292/person/29570878194/media/0f5b187d-9024-47b4-8b6c-5f901e3c2c20 
 

 
“Hanford (CA) Mining Journal” Sunday 18 Aug 1946 p 8 
 
 
 
Name:  Samuel J. Randall 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2 - private 
Serial number:  351570 (251,570 struck out but used in AEF cablegram 21 Aug 1918 - mistakenly 
typed 1917, looking for more info, some men on this list identified as casualties) - 
https://www.fold3.com/image/26601044?terms=samuel%20randall%20cablegram%20aug%2019
18 
Entered service from:  Van Buren, Crawford AR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Samuel Randall 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Mrs. Maude Owens, RFD, Van Buren AR 
Returned from war on: "Texan" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Samuel Randall 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Mrs. Maud Owens, Rt 2, Box 23, Van Buren AR (PFC, 
Evacuation Hospital No. 9) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate 
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   ca. 1894 AR (1910 census, living with mother Nancy C. Randall Owens & her husband Jacob 
J. in Van Buren, Crawford AR)  
Died: alive in CA in 1946 when he married Onvie Lee Grady. Sam Randall is pictured with “his new 
wife” Onvie” with his sister Maude May Randall Owens & her husband Cornelius (“Nealey”) Owens.  
Find A Grave record:  
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Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Samuel Wesley Randall, b. TX Listed on his sister Maude’s delayed AR birth 
certificate. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Nancy C. Dover Randall Owens, 1865 Iowa City, Wright IA (IN on her daughter 
Maude’s delayed AR birth record) – . Daughter of Joshua Dover Jr. & Elizabeth Jane Martin. 
In the 1880 census, Nancy Dover (15 IA) lived with parents Joshua (40) & Elizabeth (38) 
Dover & her 6 siblings in Buffalo Fork, Marion AR. Her marriage to Jacob J. Owens is her 4th; 
his marriage to her is also his 4th marriage.  She is NOT the Nancy Owens who died 2 Dec 
1942; that Nancy was the wife of John Owens & the daughter of John Hood & Ellen Easter. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Stepfather: Jacob Isaac (“Jake”) Owens, Mar 1854 Newton Co. AR – 1911 Van Buren, 
Crawford AR. Son of Jacob O. Owens & Sarah Elizabeth Bishop. - According to online records, 
Jacob Owens was a relative/member of the Jesse James Gang. Jacob’s 1st wife Cynthia/Synthia Ann 
Clayton (1867 MO-1904 AR, F: 33506918, daughter of William Jefferson Clayton & Elisabeth 
Merrman, married 1882) was also a James relative & a sister (likely) of the Clayton Gang members. 
Jacob attended Jesse James's funeral. [This gang information was found a few years earlier than 
2022, and now cannot be located online.] – Buried in Dripping Springs Cemetery, Dripping Springs, 
Crawford AR. 
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 33506917 
Stepfather’s marriage: Nancy Randall married Jacob Owens 3 May 1908 Crawford Co. AR. 
 
Spouse:  Onvie Lee Grady Randall. Listed as “his new wife” in a family photograph 
(mistakenly dated 1945, as Onvie & Samuel Randall obtained a marriage license on 17 Aug 
1946. She was age 45 and Samuel Randall was age 54.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Maude May Randall Brown Owens, 30 Jun 1889 Mulberry, Franklin AR – 24 Jul 1970 Shafter, 
Kern CA. SSN 558-36-7863. As Maude Brown, she married on 12 Oct 1909 to Cornelius 
(“Nealey”/”Nealy”) Owens (1890 AR – 1967 CA, F: 14352022) who was the son of her 
stepfather Jacob Owens by his 1st wife, Cynthia Ann Clayton. They were both age 20. Nealey 
Owens & Maude Brown took out their marriage license & married on 21 Oct 1909 in 
Sebastian Co. AR. Her obituary says she was buried in Whitesboro TX but her delayed AR 
death certificate indicates her birth occurred in Mulberry, Franklin AR.   Buried in Shafter 
Memorial Park, Shafter, Kern CA. F: 14351445 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – on board Tuscania: Samuel 
Rand 
 
“Jonesboro (AR) Evening Sun” 17 Sep 1918 - Randall was wounded  
http://genealogytrails.com/ark/greene/MISSINGINACTION09.htm 
 
“Arkansas Democrat" (Little Rock AR) 19 Sep 1918 p 6 - Mrs. Maud Owens of Van Buren AR notified 
brother Samuel Randall wounded, degree unknown, France 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
A Nancy Randall is shown in Iowa censuses as daughter. Unclear if  son Samuel is from a 
relationship or an earlier marriage since she is listed as "Randall"   
 
1910 Crawford, Van Buren AR 
Jacob J. Owens, 56 AR, in 4th marriage, father b. AR, mother b. TN, married 2 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Nancy Owens, 45 IA, father b. IN, mother b. IA, in 4th marriage [wife] 
Jesse Owens, 17 AR, father b. AR, mother b. MO, farm laborer, working out [son] 
Frank M. Owens, 15 AR, father b. AR, mother b. MO, farm laborer, home farm [son] 
Emma M. Owens, 9 AR, father b. AR, mother b. MO [daughter] 
Alon Owens, 6 AR, father b. AR, mother b. MO [son] 
Samuel Randall, 16 AR, father b. TX, mother b. IA [son] 
 

http://genealogytrails.com/ark/greene/MISSINGINACTION09.htm

