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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Rupp, Herman 

1889 Switzerland – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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NY, WWI military card - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/411276:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=3238f30fdc11a5615faa75e09e27861e&_p
hsrc=hFB51840&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQHZ-86N2 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/411276:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=3238f30fdc11a5615faa75e09e27861e&_phsrc=hFB51840&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/411276:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=3238f30fdc11a5615faa75e09e27861e&_phsrc=hFB51840&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/411276:3030?tid=&pid=&queryId=3238f30fdc11a5615faa75e09e27861e&_phsrc=hFB51840&_phstart=successSource
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4008395015&tid=&pid=&queryId=1350db8fc0d636bf1
bc1f4c29949d9df&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51873&_phstart=successSource 
 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4008395014&tid=&pid=&queryId=27d741601edec87ce
b8c5b35ec0e5926&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51859&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4008395014&tid=&pid=&queryId=27d741601edec87ceb8c5b35ec0e5926&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51859&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4008395014&tid=&pid=&queryId=27d741601edec87ceb8c5b35ec0e5926&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51859&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4008395014&tid=&pid=&queryId=27d741601edec87ceb8c5b35ec0e5926&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51859&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/30097721:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=7cac5f39e601e76593db40b7499de7bd
&_phsrc=hFB51843&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
On board Tuscania – “New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
 

 
“New York Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097721:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=7cac5f39e601e76593db40b7499de7bd&_phsrc=hFB51843&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097721:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=7cac5f39e601e76593db40b7499de7bd&_phsrc=hFB51843&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097721:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=7cac5f39e601e76593db40b7499de7bd&_phsrc=hFB51843&_phstart=successSource
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[article continues] 

  
[article continues] 

“Buffalo (NY) Evening News” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 12 
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[article continues] 

“New York Times” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

Siblings: 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1403674:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=272373dc40707ad110a1d0e28d0fdde2
&_phsrc=hFB51877&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1403674:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=272373dc40707ad110a1d0e28d0fdde2&_phsrc=hFB51877&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1403674:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=272373dc40707ad110a1d0e28d0fdde2&_phsrc=hFB51877&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1403674:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=272373dc40707ad110a1d0e28d0fdde2&_phsrc=hFB51877&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/17521125:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=f092b88cc24d86d22ec544cf7eeb978f&
_phsrc=hFB51880&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17521125:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=f092b88cc24d86d22ec544cf7eeb978f&_phsrc=hFB51880&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17521125:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=f092b88cc24d86d22ec544cf7eeb978f&_phsrc=hFB51880&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17521125:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=f092b88cc24d86d22ec544cf7eeb978f&_phsrc=hFB51880&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7784507:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=7180fc28c04549cec0bb351e87d3e41e&

_phsrc=hFB51888&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 
       
Name:  Herman Rupp 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron, Signal Corps - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Herman died without a number. 
Entered service from:  New York NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Herman Rupp  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Joseph Rupp, 255 W. 88th St., NY, NY 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 78, as 
Herman Rupp 
Buried in England. 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born: 18 Nov 1889 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed. Nor is death date. 
Address:  NY, NY 
Rank/unit:  private, 158th Aero Squadron. 
 
NY Army Card: resident of 71 W. 105th St., NY, NY. Enlisted Ft. Slocum NY 27 Nov 1917, at 
age 28 yrs. Born Igis, Switzerland. In 177th Aero Squadron Gerstner F, Lake Charles LA to 
10 Jan 1918, then 158th Aero Squadron to death.   
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Nov 1889 (Veterans Administration Master Index) Igis, Landquart, Graubünden, 
Switzerland  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania     
Find A Grave record: 56503844 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery:  Brookwood American Military 
Tombstone: veteran cross: Pvt 158 Aero Sqdn New York  
 
 
Father:   
Find A Grave:   
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Mother:  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Joseph Rupp, 11 Apr 1878 Switzerland – alive in 1950 
• Martha Rupp. Mentioned as Joseph’s NOK on his WWI draft registration on 8 Sep 1918. 

 
Notes:  
 
Herman’s brother Joseph was traceable more than Herman. Herman & Joseph emigrated 
in 1910, likely missing any 1910 census takers. And Herman was dead by the time of the 
1920 census. 
 
Joseph was a chauffeur when he emigrated & retained that occupation for decades.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Herman’s brother Joseph reports on censuses that he emigrated in 1904. That may be, but 
it appears that Joseph and younger brother Herman came to the US aboard the ship 
“Caroline” which sailed from Le Havre, France on 24 Sep 1910 & arrived in NYC on 10 Oct 
1910.  Josef Rupp, age 32, b. Switzerland, was a chauffeur. His last residence was NY; he 
was a non-immigrant alien. Herman Rupp, age 21, b. Switzerland, was a machinist. Their 
last residence according to the record indexed above was “Conan” but it appears to read 
Couare.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Joseph Rupp registered for the WWI draft on 8 Sep 1918. He resided at 255 W. 88th St., 
NYC, NY [the address provided by Herman for his NOK Joseph when Herman sailed on 
Tuscania]. Joseph was born 11 Apr 1878 in Switzerland. He was a chauffeur, employed by 
J.C. Freund, 760 West End Ave., NYC. His NOK was his sister Martha Rupp, of Sandgart 11 
Switzerland. He signed the card “Josef.”  
Joseph’s SSN was 100-18-8657. His records show a claim date of 15 Jul 1946 but not a 
death date. 
 
"NY Times" 2 Feb 1918 p 3 - before enlisting Herman lived with brother Joseph at 225 W. 
88th St., Joseph saw him about 2 weeks ago 
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“New York Herald” 9 Feb 1918 - age 28, lived with brother Joseph Rupp at 255 W. 88th St. 
Born Switzerland, naturalized citizen. Enlisted Nov 1917. 
 
Post-war: 
 
On his WWII draft registration (25 Apr 1942), Joseph Rupp repeated the birthdate of 11 Apr 
1878 Switzerland. He resided at 133-31 – 39th Ave., Flushing, Queens NY. His contact was 
Mrs. M. French of the same address. He was unemployed. Height: 5’7” – 193 lbs. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Manhattan NY – conducted 8 Apr 1910 – line 48 
Joseph Rupp, 31 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, single, emigrated 1904, chauffeur, 
private, lodger with Pauline Deutsch & 2 other lodgers 
 
1915 NY state census – NY, NY – 341 W. 58th St. 
Joseph Rupp, 36 Switzerland, in US for 12 years, citizen, chauffeur 
 
1920 New York NY – 255 W. 88th [the address given by Herman as Joseph’s residence on 
the Tuscania NOK information] - conducted 8 Jan 1920 – line 9 
Joseph Rupp, 40 Switzerland, single, parents b. Switzerland (German), emigrated 1904, 
naturalized 1911, chauffeur, private family 
Lodger with Anna Brugo, her 3 children, a son-in-law & 6 other lodgers. 
 
1925 Queens NY – 202 Ivy St. 
Joseph Rupp, 44 Switzerland, private chauffeur, US citizen 
Mary A., 30 Switzerland, alien, housework [wife] 
Note: A Joseph Rupp married Mary Chamay in Manhattan NY on 14 Feb 1923. 
 
1950 NY, NY –  
Joseph Rupp, 71 Switzerland, never married, unable to work [in 1925 he reported having a 
wife] 
 


