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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Rowe, Russell Heavilin (Sr.) 
1890 IN – 1976 AL 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W74B-57MM 

 



2 
 

 

 
“Newport (AR) Daily Independent” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Daily Arkansas Gazette” (Little Rock AR) Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Wife: 

 



5 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 

 
 

“Osceola (AR) Times” Friday 18 May 1923 p 5 
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AR marriage certificate - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00377-

01233?pId=173512 
 

Children: 

 
Son Russell Heavilin Rowe Jr. - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/481434/person/27608247/media/a1ff7200-d689-485e-9c2a-1c52abbc80cc 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00377-01233?pId=173512
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00377-01233?pId=173512
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William Jackson Rowe - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/481434/person/-

834338429/media/6c17ebac-530f-43af-bd5b-d075356393e0 
 

 
Obituary of father William Jackson Rowe – “Florence (AL) Herald” Friday 29 Jul 1938 p 4 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/481434/person/-834338429/media/6c17ebac-530f-43af-bd5b-d075356393e0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/481434/person/-834338429/media/6c17ebac-530f-43af-bd5b-d075356393e0
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Obituary of mother Olive (Elizabeth Olive) Heavilin Rowe – “Florence (AL) Herald” Thursday 

8 Dec 1949 p 10 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Marriage of brother Cecil Ebert Rowe (1896-1970)  to Lora Duncan – “Arkansas Democrat” 

Sunday 28 Aug 1921 p 2 
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Obituary of brother Cecil Ebert Rowe – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Wednesday 25 

Feb 1970 p 30 
 

Foster brother: 
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AR death record of foster brother Cecil Lafayette Turner (1807 – 1962) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/800197:61777 
 
Name:  Russell Heavilin Rowe (Sr.) 
Name variations:  Russell Albert Heavilin Rowe   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - corporal 
Serial number:  250,717 
Entered service from:  Lepanto, Poinsett AR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Russell H. Rowe 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father W.J. Rowe, Lepanto AR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Russell H. Rowe 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William J. Rowe, Lapanto AR (cpl, 18th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Russell Heardin [as indexed, but Heavilin if read 
carefully] Rowe - b. 20 Nov 1890 Marion IN; res: Lepanto, Poinsett AR. Single. Mechanic for self at 
Lepanto AR. Short & stout. 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  18 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Lepanto AR 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. 18, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   20 Nov 1890 Marion, Grant IN  
Died: 27 Apr 1976 Florence, Lauderdale AL    
Find A Grave record: 71695093 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Florence, Lauderdale AL 
Cemetery:  Tri-Cities Memorial Gardens 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William Jackson Rowe, 27 Feb 1861 Scotland Co. MO – 23 Jul 1938 Florence, 
Lauderdale AL. Son of George Washington Rowe (Row) & Julia Ann Haines. Buried in 
Florence Cemetery, Florence, Lauderdale AL. 
Find A Grave:  80372038 
 
Mother: Olive Elizabeth / Elizabeth Olive (“Ollie”) Heavilin Rowe, 17 Apr 1865 Franklin, 
Grant IN – 3 Dec 1949 Florence, Lauderdale AR. Daughter of Abriam/Abiram Johnson (“By”) 
Heavilin. Buried in Florence Cemetery, Florence, Lauderdale AL. 
Find A Grave:  80371797 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Ida May Brown Rowe, 19 Jan 1903 Cut and Shoot, Montgomery TX – 2 Aug 1979 
Florence, Lauderdale AL. Daughter of Charles Monroe (Charlie) Brown (1875-after 1899) & 
Leona Frances Musgrove Rowe Strickland (1881-1937). Buried in Tri-Cities Memorial 
Gardens, Florence, Lauderdale AR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  71695116 
Marriage: marriage license in Poinsett Co. AR on 1 Oct 1922 
 
Children: 

• Russell Heavilin Rowe, Jr., 22 Nov 1923 Lepanto, Poinsett AR – 23 Jul 2018 Sun City Center, 
Hillsborough FL. Married in 1950 to Hester Ann Hare (1918 WV – 2015 AZ, F: 199906056). 
Their marriage license was published in the “Nashville (TN) Banner” Friday 2 Jun 1950 p 12. 
Buried in Tri-Cities Memorial Gardens, Florence, Lauderdale AL. F; 199249422 
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• Adrian Strickland (“Strich”) Rowe, 17 Jul 1925 Memphis, Shelby TN – 15 Dec 1995 Florence, 
Lauderdale AR. SSN 424-26-0601. Married to Vera Beatrice Jett (1929-2021, F: 71694846). 
Buried in Tri-Cities Memorial Gardens, Florence, Lauderdale AL. F: 71694829 

 
Siblings: Russell was the oldest of the surviving children. 

• Child, died before 1900 census 
• Homer Adrian Rowe, 25 Jun 1892 Marion, Grant IN – 2 Mar 1975 Burbank, Los Angeles CA. 

Married on 5 Dec 1934 in Florence, Lauderdale AL to Era Pauline Gibson (1915 AL – 1998 
MD, F: 30911059), the daughter of Charles D. Gibson & Margaret Buress. She married again, 
in Jan 1957 in Lee Co. AL. – Homer is buried in Valhalla Memorial Park, North Hollywood, 
Los Angeles CA. F: 174781831 

• Cecil Ebert Rowe, 10 Oct 1895 Grant Co. IN (Oct 1896 in 1900 census) – 24 Feb 1970 
Memphis, Shelby TN. – By wife Grace N. Lambert (24 Apr 1897 IN – 1 Sep 1978 IN, F: 
50449309), the daughter of John Lambert & Emma Burnet, Cecil had a son Neville Lambert 
Rowe, b. 18 Jul 1914 in Pulaski Co. IN. Married Lora L. Duncan (1899-1977, F: 116379773) 
May 1921 in Washington Co. AR. Lora was the daughter of Thomas E. Duncan & Maude A. 
Mattox. - Buried in Memphis National Cemetery, Memphis, Shelby TN. F: 3169001 

• William Jackson Rowe, Jr., Aug 1898 TN (1900 census). Not mentioned in the 1910 census, 
in which his mother Elizabeth Olive reports she has given birth to 3 children & 3 are living. 
Named are Russell, Homer & Cecil. 

 
Foster brother: his mother’s obituary mentions a foster son 

• Cecil Lafayette Turner, 14 May 1907 MS – 26 Jan 1962. SSN 409-26-9543. According to his 
death record, he is the son of Barney H. & Maxie Turner Barney appears to be also found as 
Westley B. Turner in the 1910 Beat 5, Tallahatchie MS census (where the Rowe family also 
resides) with Westley B. Turner (36 MS) & wife Maxie (26 MS) & 5 sons, including Cecil 
Turner (age 3). Cecil’s father appears to be William Elisha Turner (1876-1953, buried in 
Tallahatchie Co. MS, F: 23885702). - Do not confuse this Cecil Turner with a different Cecil 
L. Turner (as Ancestry.com family trees do). – Husband of Helen Christine Young (22 Jun 
1908 Florence, Lauderdale AL – 16 Nov 2003 Jonesboro, Craighead AR (F: 188020653) – 
Resident of Jonesboro AR in Dec 1949. - Cecil is buried in Jonesboro Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Jonesboro, Craighead AR. F: 12381565 

  
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the AR survivors of 
Tuscania: Russell H. Rowe of Lepanto AR 
 
“Daily Arkansas Gazette" (Little Rock AR) 13 Feb 1918 p 2 - dateline: Marked Tree AR - Mr. & Mrs. 
W.J. Rowe, parents of Russell B. Rowe of Lepanto AR, got a War Department telegram that he was 



14 
 

 

safe on Tuscania. Their other son Cecil is in the Navy & son Elmer [sic/Cecil Ebert Rowe] has Class I 
draft status. Russell was a sawmill man. Came here a few years ago from Webb MS.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 409-12-6507 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Memphis, Shelby TN – 203 Bass Ave. 
William J. Rowe, 39 MO, Feb 1861, parents b. TN, married 10 years, jeweler 
Olive, 35 OH, Apr 1865, parents b. OH, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Russell H., 9 IN, Nov 1890 
Homer A., 7 TN, Jan 1893 
Cecil E., 3 TN, Oct 1896 
William J. Jr., 1 Tn, Aug 1898 
& brother Albert H. Rowe, 35 MO, Apr 1865, parents b. TN, single, jeweler 
& mother Julia Rowe, 80 TN, May 1820, parents b. TN, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
& servant Willie Brown, 22 AR, Dec 1877, married, Black, father b. AR, mother b. TN, cook 
 
1910 Beat 5, Tallahatchie Co. MS 
William J. Rowe, 49 MO, parents b. TN, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Elizabeth O., 45 IN, father b. OH, mother b. IN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are 
living 
Russell H. [misread as Ramel], 19 IN, farm laborer, home farm 
Homer A., 17 IN, farm laborer, home farm 
Cesil E. [misread as Gusel], 14 IN 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 Florence, Lauderdale AR 
Russel H. Rowe, 39 IN, father b. MO, mother b. IN, age 31 at 1st marriage, electrician, auto 
company, WWI veteran 
Ida B., 27 TX, parents b. TX, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Russel H., 6 AR 
Adrian S., 4 TN 
& sister-in-law Margaret Brown, 25 TX, parents b. TX, single, saleslady, variety store 
 
1940 Florence, Lauderdale AL – Cloverdale Rd. – in 1935 in Florence AL 
Russell H. Rowe, 49 IN, electrician, electric motor manufacturing company 
Ida, 37 TX 
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Russell H. Jr., 16 AR 
[son] A. Strickland, 14 TN 
 
1950 Florence, Lauderdale AL – 233 Stoney Point Rd. 
Russell H. Rowe Sr., 59 IN, electrician, US T.V.A. [Tennessee Valley Authority] 
Ida B., 47 TX 
Adrian S., 24 TN, single, packing metal for shipment, aluminum manufacturer 
 


