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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Rothsteen, Lafayette William, Jr. 
1895 NY – 1935 VA 
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Lafayette Willism Rothsteen Jr. – Find A Grave180395147 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQP1-7CN2 
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Rothsteen – his mother died 2 weeks before he got home from war - “Brooklyn (NY) Daily 

Eagle” Monday 2 Jun 1919 p 10 
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Lafayette William Rothsteen, Jr. - “New York Daily News” 8 Nov 1935 p. 180 
 

 
Lafayette William Rothsteen, Jr.’s funeral - “New York Daily News” 13 Nov 1935 p 577 
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Unsourced - Find A Grave 180395147 
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VA death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006070_0071-
00277?treeid=59335271&personid=112285063949&hintid=&queryId=7a8f357ade49713959fcda82
beb27714&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51530&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4263

11 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006070_0071-00277?treeid=59335271&personid=112285063949&hintid=&queryId=7a8f357ade49713959fcda82beb27714&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51530&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=426311
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006070_0071-00277?treeid=59335271&personid=112285063949&hintid=&queryId=7a8f357ade49713959fcda82beb27714&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51530&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=426311
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006070_0071-00277?treeid=59335271&personid=112285063949&hintid=&queryId=7a8f357ade49713959fcda82beb27714&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51530&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=426311
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006070_0071-00277?treeid=59335271&personid=112285063949&hintid=&queryId=7a8f357ade49713959fcda82beb27714&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51530&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=426311
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/233108:3030 

 
 

 
Sea Cliff news – “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Sunday 14 Jul 1907 p 30 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/233108:3030
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Thursday 11 Jun 1908 p 21 

 

 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Monday 13 May 1912 p 8 

 

 
“Brooklyn Chat” Saturday 1 Feb 1913 p 9 
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“Brooklyn Chat” Saturday 5 Apr 1913 p 5 

 

 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Monday 28 Jul 1913 p 8 
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Norris will sail on Tuscania also – “Brooklyn Chat” Saturday 18 Aug 1917 p 15 

 

 
The newspaper would not have known that Lafayette & many of the group sailed 4 days earlier on 

Tuscania – ‘Brooklyn Times Union” Monday 28 Jan 1918 p 9 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/685865020/?terms=%22lafayette%20rothsteen%22
&match=1 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/685865020/?terms=%22lafayette%20rothsteen%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/legacy/685865020/?terms=%22lafayette%20rothsteen%22&match=1


12 
 

 

 

 
“Brooklyn Chat” Saturday 23 Mar 1918 p 15 

 

 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Thursday 5 Jun 1919 p 7 

 



13 
 

 

 



14 
 

 

 
[article continues] 

“Elmira (NY) Star-Gazette” Friday 21 Jul 1933 p 13 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Friday 29 Dec 1933 p 2 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Thursday 4 Jan 1934 p 11 
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“New York Daily News” Friday 8 Nov 1935 p 2 & p 10 
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“New York Daily News” Friday 8 Nov 1935 p 180 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Friday 8 Nov 1935 p 1 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Friday 8 Nov 1935 p 2 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Monday 11 Nov 1935 p 6 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Margaret Seeley Leavitt Rothsteen – “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Monday 19 Feb 1945 p 

9 
 

 
Death of Marguerite Seeley’s 1st husband, Van Earl Leavitt, of pneumonia following influenza in the 
1918 pandemic – “Central New Jersey Home News” (New Brunswick NJ) Monday 23 Dec 1918 p 2 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G7XW-JVB 

 

 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Sunday 19 Mar 1939 p 19 

 
 

Stepdaughter: 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Sunday 9 Aug 1942 p 16 

 
 

 
Dudley Dorothy Leavitt, Elmira College yearbook, 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/41349_648472_0273-
00041?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB51567&_phstart=successSource&pId=2

95973880 
 

 
Father: 

 

 
Obituary of father Lafayette William Rothsteen Sr. – “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Saturday 21 Sep 1940 p 

9 
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Mother: 

 

 
Obituary of mother Emma Catharine Gill Rothsteen – “Brooklyn Citizen” Saturday 10 May 1919 p 9 

 

 
Death of maternal grandmother Julia Boyd Gill, widow of Thomas Gill, parents of Emma Gill -  

“Brooklyn Times Union” Saturday 7 Aug 1909 p 8 
 

Stepmother: 
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Obituary of stepmother Ada Pearl McClellan Rothsteen Dale – “Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg 

FL) Saturday 27 Oct 1956 p 18 
 

 
“Bradenton (FL) Herald” Wednesday 19 Dec 1956 p 2 
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Obituary of Ada Pearl McClellan Rothsteen Dale’s 2nd husband, Albert Charles Dale – Find A Grave 

183740732 
 
 
 

Sibling: 
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Wedding on 24 Jun 1908 of sister Irene Fayette Rothsteen to James Newcombe Norris Jr. – 

“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Tuesday 30 Jun 1908 p 6 
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Obituary of Irene’s husband James Newcombe Norris Jr. – “Central New Jersey Home News” (New 

Brunswick NJ) Sunday 8 Feb 1970 p 31 
 
 

 
 
 
Name:  Lafayette William Rothsteen Jr. 
Name variations:  Rothstein – middle initial of J. – veteran tombstone application: Laffayette  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250, 211 
Entered service from: Brooklyn, Kings NY   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lafayette Rothsteen Jr. 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Lafayette Rothsteen, 233 Van Buren St., Brooklyn NY 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lafayette Rothsteen 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Lafayette Rothsteen, 235 Van Buren St., Brooklyn NY 
(chauffeur 1st class, 213th Aero Sq) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): enlisted 30 April 1917 at Aviation Station, Mineola NY (pre-
the national registration day of 5 Jun 1917) 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Bayside Ave., Port Washington NY 
(posthumously) 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born: 11 Sep 1896 
No enlistment or discharge dates listed.   
Address:  67 Fairview Ave., Port Washington, Long Island NY 
Rank/unit:    chauffeur 1st class, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  11 Sep 1896 Sea Cliff, Long Island NY (NY Army Card: was 20 years, 8 months old 30 Apr 
1917) 
Died:  7 Nov 1935 Lawrenceville, Brunswick VA (in an airplane crash - he was piloting his 3-
passenger plane, passenger Anne Mullon died as did Lafayette, but her sister Vivien lived)   
Find A Grave record:  180395147 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Southampton, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery:  Southampton 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone application: Chauffeur 1st class, 213th Aero Squadron   
 
Father:  Lafayette William Rothsteen Sr., 30 Mar 1865 Germany – 18 Sep 1940 Gouverneur, 
St. Lawrence NY. Survived his son. Buried in Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY. 
Find A Grave:  227731856 
 
Mother: Emma Catharine Gill Rothsteen, 7 Oct 1869 NY – 8 May 1919 Brooklyn, Kings NY. 
Daughter of Thomas Gill & Julia Boyd. Buried in Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings 
NY. 
Find A Grave:  58367496 
Parents’ marriage:  1 Apr 1889 Kings Co. NY 
 
Stepmother: Ada Pearl McClellan Rothsteen Dale, 14 Nov 1878 NY – 25 Oct 1956 
Bradenton, Manatee FL.  Daughter of George B. McClellan (F: 25691112) & Rhoda E. Wells 
(F: 25691118). Often used the name Pearl instead of Ada. A single schoolteacher, Ada 
Pearl McClellan was boarding in 1930 with Lafayette Sr. & Jr. in Brooklyn NY. She married 
Lafayette Rothesteen Sr. in 1923. 
In the 1940 census, Lafayette D. Rothsteen (75 Germany) lived with wife A. Pearle 
Rothsteen (60 NY) in Gouverneur, St. Lawrence NY. They had lived in the same place in 
1935; neither had an occupation.  
Following Lafayette Sr.’s death, Pearl Rothsteen married Albert Charles Dale (SSN 280-09-
6226) on 8 Jul 1945 in Canton Co. NY. Albert was born 24 Mar 1885 Columbus, Franklin OH 
& died 20 Apr 1957 in the same city. He had been married in 1904 to Katherine Trautman 
Dale (1886-1930) & in the 1940 census for Bradenton, Manatee FL, Albert C. Dale (55 OH) 
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lived at 1732 – 8th Ave. Dr. with wife Gertrude (42 OH). In 1935 they had lived in Columbus 
OH. Albert is buried in Sunset Cemetery, Galloway, Franklin OH, F: 183740732. 
Buried in Wayside Cemetery, Richville, St. Lawrence NY, in the same cemetery as her 
parents. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 25691247 
Stepmother’s marriage: 21 (or 22) Dec 1923 Brooklyn, NYC, NY. 
 
Spouse: Margaret/Marguerite Seeley Leavitt Rothsteen, ca. 1894 NY - 18 Feb 1945 Port 
Washington, Long Island, Nassau NY. 
Married to Van Earl Leavitt in 1891. He was born 19 Sep 1891 in Sanbornton, Belknap NH & 
died 23 Dec 1918 New Brunswick, Middlesex NJ. Buried in Southampton Cemetery, 
Southampton, Suffolk NY. F: 180828302. Van was the son of George Avery Leavitt & Alice 
Woodman. Van was an extension specialist in fruit growing at the NY State Agricultural 
College when he died of pneumonia following influenza (in the WWI-era pandemic). They 
had 2 children: Dorothy Dudley Leavitt & Clinton Leavitt (see below).  
She died at her home at 103 Webster, Port Washington NY at age 52. She had been the 
secretary at the Manhasset Bay Yacht Club since 1933.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 12 Dec 1923 in Manhattan NY 
 
Children: 
 
Stepchildren: by his wife Margaret’s 1st marriage, to Van Earl Leavitt 

• Dudley Dorothy Leavitt Patten, 30 Jul 1917 Southampton, Suffolk NY – 11 Nov 1992 
Manhasset, Nassau NY. She was married to Captain Raymond Bostwick Patten (20 Jul 1915 
NY – 8 May 2001 MA), the son of Leonard B. Patten & Edna Sidway.  

• Clinton Leavitt, ca. 1922 NY. Appears in 1930 census as Lafayette’s stepson, but he is not 
in the 1925 NY state census nor the 1940 federal census with them. Unable to trace. Not 
mentioned in his mother’s obituary. A Clinton Leavitt did marry on 1 Sep 1945 in Wilmington 
Co. NY; bride not listed. 

 
Siblings:  an additional sibling died between the 1900 & 1910 censuses 

• Irene Fayette Rothsteen Norris, Jun 1889 Brooklyn NY – 1964 St. Augustine, St. Johns FL. 
Wife of James Newcome Norris Jr. (1886-1970) whom she married 24 Jun 1908 Kings Co. 
NY. James Jr. was the brother of Winfield Scott Norris, who sailed with Lafayette Jr. on 
Tuscania. He was the son of James Newcombe Norris & Katherine Louise Peterson, born 23 
May 1886 NJ. Her widowed husband died at age 83 in Piscataway NJ on 7 Feb 1970, having 
moved back from FL.  

 
Notes:  
 
According to the article in the “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” of Monday, 11 Feb 1918 p 2, Lafayette 
Jr. was the 8th member of his family to escape death at sea. The other 7 escaped from ship 
fires. His paternal grandfather & grandmother, their 3 daughters & 3-month-old son (Jr.’s 
father) had left Brest, France, for the US in Jun 1855 [according to other data, his father was 
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born Mar 1865, so perhaps the decade is incorrect]. Four weeks out, their ship “William 
Nelson” caught fire & burned 6 hours before sinking. 
 
His grandmother, 3 paternal aunts & his infant father escaped in a lifeboat. Only 44 out of 
450 passengers lived. His grandfather stayed behind to fight the fire, then rescued a boy 
and floated, holding the boy, until rescued in the morning by the lifeboat carrying his 
family. Three days later, the survivors were picked up0 by the steamship “Lafayette” of a 
French ship line. While on board, Jr.’s infant father was baptized Lafayette by Rev. Charles 
M. King of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in honor of the rescuing ship’s name.  
 
His maternal grandfather, Thomas S. Gill, survived a fire on the “Atlantic.” He was thought 
for 57 days to have been dead, until he landed in NY. According to the story, a fellow 
passenger was the famous singer, Jenny Lind, known as “The Swedish Nightingale.” [She 
did cross to the US aboard the US mail boat, “Atlantic” according to Internet accounts.] 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Spent his summers at Sea Cliff, Long Island NY & enlisted with boys from that town. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"NY Sun" 8 Feb 1918: from Sea Cliff NY – Rothsteen, Lafayette William, Jr. 
 
"Brooklyn Daily Eagle" 9 Mar 1918 p 2 – a lengthy account, some of it accurate, some not, in a letter 
to his parents on 235 Van Buren St. The letter was read to reporter by his sister Florence in the 
home at 1290 President St. Lafayette was on deck with Winfield Norris when Tuscania was 
torpedoed. He grabbed onto ventilator handles as smoke, water & smashed lifeboats rained on 
them. He smiled with rage at The Pigs. Helped to launch lifeboats but decided to stay on the ship. 
He saw a destroyer on the port side of Tuscania & slid down a rope just before it pulled away. "I 
wasn't scared once."  He met Norris again on the boat. Watched the boat sink. It broke in half (its 
wreck does not indicate this). Was in 1 of the last lifeboats to get away. It was a heavy run. There 
were 3 dead in the bottom of boat. He said he saw the submarine. see separate document  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Was a Nassau Co. NY police officer when he died. Member of VFW & American Legion. He was 
taking 2 sisters to visit their parents in FL. The 213th Aero sent representatives to his funeral. 
Survived by wife Marguerite (Seeley) & father Lafayette Sr. (Gouverneur NY) & a sister. 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
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1900 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 175 Hart St. 
Lafayette W. Rothsteen [misread & misindexed as Rothstein), 35 Germany, Mar 1856, 
father b. Germany, mother b. NY, married 12 years, emigrated 1888, in US for 17 years, 
naturalized, commercial traveller 
Emma, 29 NY, Oct 1870, parents b. NY, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Irene F., 10 NY, Jun 1889, at school 
Lafayette W. Jr., 3 NY, Sep 1896 
& servant Lottie Semmerman, 20 NY, May 1880, parents b. NY 
 
1905 NY state census – 235 Van Buren 
Lafayette Rooksteen [appears as Rothstein], 40 US, commercial traveler 
Emma, 35 US, housework 
Irene, 15 US, school 
Lafayette Jr., 8 US, school 
 
1910 Brooklyn, Kings NY – Van Buren St. 
Lafayette W. Rothsteen, 45 Germany, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, 
married 21 years, emigrated 1865, naturalized, salesman, carpet house 
Emma O. Rothsteen, 40 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are 
living [wife] 
Lafayette W. Rothsteen Jr., 13 NY [son] 
James N. Norris Jr., 23 NY, father b. NY, mother b. England, in 1st marriage, married 2 years, 
commercial merchant, country produce [son-in-law] 
Irene F. Norris, 20 NY, married, in 1st marriage [daughter] 
& servant Catharine Cone, 35 NY, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, housework, private 
family 
 
1915 NY state census – Kings Co. NY – 235 Van Buren St. 
Lafayette W. Rothsteen [misread & misindexed as a middle initial of N. & the spelling of 
Rothstein], 50 Germany, citizen, commercial traveller 
Emma C., 45 US, housework 
Lafayette W. Jr., 18 US, bookkeeping [middle initial misread & misindexed as N.] 
 
1920 Brooklyn, Kings NY – at 171 --- 
Lafayette W. Rothsteen Jr., 23 NY, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, single, salesman, dry 
goods, boarder 
Jane C. Murray, 52, widow has 13 boarders. Besides Lafayette Jr. are his father & his 
father’s future wife Ada Pearl: 
Lafayette M. [sic] Rothsteen, 53 Germany, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, emigrated 
1865, naturalized, salesman, carpets 
Ada Pearl McClellan, 41 NY, single, teacher, public school 
 
1930 North Hempstead, Nassau NY – 18 Bayside Ave. (or 16?) – conducted 28 Apr 1930 
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Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/41491296:6224?tid=&pid=&queryId=d186c99077a661a435ca7940ab102570
&_phsrc=hFB51541&_phstart=successSource 
Lafayette Rothsteen, 32 NY, parents b. NY, age 26 at 1st marriage, motor squad, police 
force 
Margareutte Rothsteen, 36 NY, parents b. NY, age 23 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Dorothy Leavitt, 12 NY, father b. NH, mother b. NY [stepdaughter] 
Clinton Leavitt, 8 NY, father b. NH, mother b. NY [stepson] 
& roomer John ware, 22 NY, widowed, mechanic, air port 
 
1925 NY state census – Southampton, Suffolk NY – Jennings Ave. 
Lafayette Rothstein, 28 US, automobile mechanic 
Marguriete, 31 US, housewife 
Daorky Leavitt, 8 US [a written-over spelling of Dorothy] 
[relationships are not indicated – all are US citizens] 
 
1930 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 11th Ave. – his father & stepmother 
Lafayette Rothsteen, 65 Germany, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, age 23 at 1st marriage, 
married, salesman, carpets 
Pearl, 51 NY, parents b. NY, age 45 at 1st marriage, teacher, public school [wife] 
 
1940 North Hempstead, Nassau NY – 103 Webster Ave. 
Marguerite Rothsteen, 42 NY, widow, same house in 1935, secretary assistant, yacht club 
[misread & misindexed as Rothstein]  
Sudley Leavitt, 22 NY, single, same house in 1935, saleswoman, retail shop [daughter – i.e. 
Dudley Dorothy Leavitt, by Marguerite’s 1st marriage] 
Winfield Norris, 49 NY, single, cotton broker, own office [brother-in-law – actually, 
Winfield’s brother James Newcombe Norris Jr. is married to Lafayette Rothsteen Jr.’s sister 
Irene Fayette Rothsteen – Winfield & Lafayette Jr. survived the Tuscania together] 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41491296:6224?tid=&pid=&queryId=d186c99077a661a435ca7940ab102570&_phsrc=hFB51541&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41491296:6224?tid=&pid=&queryId=d186c99077a661a435ca7940ab102570&_phsrc=hFB51541&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41491296:6224?tid=&pid=&queryId=d186c99077a661a435ca7940ab102570&_phsrc=hFB51541&_phstart=successSource

