DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please returnto Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

Roskos, George Thomas
1894 WI-1978 WI
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JURVIVORS OF
TUSCANI N

KENDGHA TODA

|

Asbury Vale and Willia
- Stovekin Attending
- National Meet.

| In Kenosha today the National Tus
cania Survivor's association has gath
ered to talk over their providential es
cape from the American troop shi
l‘"Tmrm:n" which was torpedoed of
the Irbh coast 18
by the German “U™ boat 77. The
hope to have as their quest of hono
Capt. Wilhelm Meyver, commander o
| that submarine

Vears ago today

From Green Bay Asbury Vale, o
Madison man, now located here as
purchasing agent for the CWA, and
Willlam Stovekin are attending, Stur-
geon RBay sends Charles Soukup,
Marinette George Roskos, snd Osh-
kosh James McGinn.

Sunday there were sundry celebra-
tions of a pre-anniversary nature, but
today the men commemorate the es-
cape with Capt. Meyer,

This evening the association will
honor John Newton Jotes, New York,
a former British navy officer, who
himself rescued 200 of the passengers
aboard the torpedoed “Tuscania.™

ciation of his heroism by the asso-
ciation.

Only Troop Ship Sunk

ing in the annuls of the sea for the
World war. The “Tuscania” was the
only troop ship sunk by the Germans
during the war. Here is the setting
as it lay Feb §, 1918

The sub 77 was crulsing in North
Atlantic waters. For days she had
not seen an Allled ship. Capt. Mever
and his men were anxious for a Iit-
tle excitement., It was g dreary prop-
osition, this eoasting monotonously
about quiet waters.

Jones will be given a medal in appre- |

The story is one of the most thrill-|



Capt. Meyer strolled to the per-
iscope. Peering through the little
plass, he saw A puff of smoke on the
western horizon, Immediately the 77
dove under the water and waited. Ris-
ing again, Capt. Meyer noticed
:mphmh the periscope a large troop
Capt. Meyer gave the signal Tor-
pedo was set in place. He raised his

hand, the huge bullet shot through|

the doter, straight into the side of
the “Tuscania."
aside ahruptly and sped north.

As the triumphant 77 turned north,
the “Tuscania.” badly shattered, was
gradually sinking into the Atlantic
with its passenger list of 2.179 officers]
and men struggling violently for their
lives. Commander Asbury Vale of
Company B, 107th Supply train, tells

the story,
Came to Rescue

“The huge hulk of the 'mnean#
LD . 1

was slowly settling.” he says.
knew we had not much time to live,
Scores of the men had Jumped fran-
tically into the water and were
climbing upon pileces of wood and
debris floating in the water. The
cries of wounded and dying men were
horrible to hear. Looking around the
horizon 1 could see no help. It seem-
ed tha® every minute some poor devil

The 71 swerved|

men did not know, and they did not

“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 5 Feb 1934 p 2
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The new Marinette unit, Troop
57, also has 10 boys, [ncludtng
Robert J, Barrette, Vernon Boyer,
Lawrence Brown, Arthur Cheva-
lier, Clement Laurion, Robert
Pietsch, Billy Rose, Duane A,
Thill, Charles C. Vistor and Ed-
ward Walk. ‘The scoutmaster I8
Edward J. Kehoe, Peter Doyle is
assistant, Harold G. Thill is chair-
man of the troop committee and
John B. Schuchart, Arthur Rose,
Lathew J. Shn%.md George ’l’.
Roskos are m

Boy Scout news — “Green Bay (WI) Press- Gaiette” Thursday 13 May 1937 p 25

Otto Kirmse Head of

Legion at Marinette

Special lo Press-Gazelte

MARINETTE, Wis. — Otto
Kirmse, well known local busi-
ness man, is the new commander
of Teddy Budlong Post, American
Legion, of Marinette. He succeeds
Clyde Carter,

Others named were John Schu-
| chart, George Roskos and Dave
Roberts, vice-commanders; Henry
C. Strom, adjutant; A. J. Bout-
fard, finance officer; Ray Murray,*
chaplain  and historian; Carl
Widen and Charles Van Calligan,
sergeants-pt-arms; Leo Eggener,
G. J. Diaz and Robert Taylor, ex-
ecutive committee, ,

Also named were the post's
delegates to the state convention
at Fond du Lac, July 31, August
1, 2 and 2 including Otto Kirmse,
Clyde Carter, Robert Taylor, A
L. Peters and Henry C. Strom,
Alternates are A. F. Bouffard,
Dave Roberts, Les Kopischke,
George Roskos and G, J. Diaz,

“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 20 Jun 1942 p 7
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Mark 30th Year
For Company M

Thirty years ago this morning,
Company M, Fourth Wisconsin In-
fantry, marched through Kenosha
to the railway station and em-
barked on a trip from which many
never returned.

Company M was the first infan.
try unit to be furnished by Keno-
sha during the war, although a
cavalry troop, later converted to an
artillery battery under Capt. John
S. Coney, had left previously. The
company was recruited personally
by its company commander, Cap-
tain Ed Dayton., after other re-
cruiters had given up the attempt
as impossible,

The company trained at Camp
Douglas, Wisconsin, Camp Mac-
Arthur, Texas, and Camp Merritt,
New Jersey, before beginning its
eighteen months of combat service
at the front in France. In addition
to Capt. Dayton, it was staffed by
Lieutenants Asbury H. Vale and
Francis A. Singer.

Roster of Veterans

The final muster of the men who
made up the Kenosha unit prior to
its departure was released today by
Capt. Dayton and is reprinted here
as a tribute to their service.

[list continues]




melien, maurice meyver.

Fred Mitchell, John Mitchell, Stanley
J. Mitchell, Otto Neison, Michael J. Neu-
bauer, Victor Novak, Dominic Parise,
Anton Pemenko, Anton Perrone, Dom-
inic Petracci, Pleter Pietrocco, Alex
Puhalski, Joe Pulokas, Antony Rabey,
Otto Romanik, Robert F. Riley, Walille
Ronzia, George Roskos.

Edward W. Schmidt, George Schunk,
Arthur Schultz, Leonard J. Seiler, John
Simowitz, John Simpson, Leo J. Spy-
challa, Adolf Staudenraus, Frank J. Stec,
Peter Stoiber, Joe Sulzyski, Carl C. Teet-
er, Ralph Teeter, Albert J. Tekip, Hale
R. Tolleth, John C, Tenant,

Norbert M. Tyson, Edward L. Van
Lone, Mike Vidkos, Philip W. Unti, "Vil-
ltam Weliss, Hosea E. Wells, Roy Werntz,
Clarence White, Elmer Willlams, Arthur
Woodward, John J. Young, John Zap-
usteinaki, August Zura.

“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 12 Aug 1947 p 7

Son:




ROSKOS — The Service of Remem-
brance for Mr. Thomas George
Roskos, 63, of Meadowcrest, Crys-
tal River, will be 2:30 PM Tuesday
at the Inverness Chapel of Hooper
Funeral Homes, where friends
may call from 1 PM Tuesday until
the hour of Service. Interment will
follow in Oak Ridge Cemetery, In-
verness, He was born in Mari-
nette, WI, and came here form
Milwaukee, WI. Mr. Roskos was a
retired Manager for A.O. Smith
Manufacturing Company, of the
Catholic faith, and a WWII Army
Veteran. Surviving are his wife
Mrs. Ann Marie Pickens Roskos,
of Crystal River; two sons: Mr.
John Thomas Roskos of Muskego,
WI, Mr. Michael George Roskos of
Green Bay, WI; two step-sons: Mr.
James Michael Baity of Castlebu-
ry, FL, Mr. Brian Eliot Baity of
Fort Bragg, NC; two daughters:
Mrs. Susan Mary Kubichek of Me-
nomonee Falls, WI, Miss Laura
Helene Roskos of Milwaukee, Wi,
two step-daughters: Mrs, Anita
Lynn Davis of Orlando, Mrs, Julie
Carol Harris of Edinburg, TX; and
three grandchildren.

INVERNESS CHAPEL
HOOPER FUNERAL HOMES

Obituary of son Thomas George Roskos — “Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg FL) Monday
13 Feb 1989 p 43
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Miss Pickens |
Is Bride Of
F. A. Baity Jr.

Announcement has been made
by Mr. and Mrs. H, H. Pickens,
1224 E. Crawford St, of the mar-
riage of their daughter, Miss
Anne Marie Pickens, to Fred A,
Baity Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs.
F. A. Baity, 3601 Tampa St.

The Rev. W. L. Jovner, St. Pe-
tersburg, read the nuptial rites
at the home of the bride's pa-
rents at 7 P. M., Jan. 18,

Given in marriage by her
father, the bride wore a blue
silk princess dress which fea-
turedg,a portrait neckline and
brief sleeves. The bodice was
embellished with silk braid and
rhinstones. She wore navy hlue
accessories and carried a white
prayer book topped with white
camellias,

Miss Jane Miller served as her
only attendant. She wore a navy

' blue taffeta afternoon dress. light
blue accessories and a corsage of
pink carnations.

Mac Willlams attended NIr.
Baity as best man. |

Immediately following the
ceremony a reception was held.
Baskets of white gladioli and

= lighted white tapers decorated The couple is residing at 300

"L the reception rooms. The bride's | E- Park Ave

'. table was covered with lace cloth Out of town guests Included

: and centered with a tiered cake. ] Mr. and Mrs. T. J. McCall, Mrs,

4 Those who assisted with the Edith Re,\'nold’s. Plant City: My,
hospitalities were Mrs. Wesley and Mrs. J. V. Pickens and Mr.
Daget. Mrs. J. H. Dutill and Mrs.  and Mrs, James Brown. St. Pe-

ia Don Van Fleet, tersburg.

Marriage of Thomas’s 2" wife Anne Marie Pickens to her 15t husband, Fred A. Baity Jr. -
“Tampa (FL) Times” Tuesday 26 Jan 1954 p 8

Father:

ROSKOS-John, sixty-elght, resident of
Minneite for thirty-elght years, was found
desd In bed August 2. His widow and

two children survive. Mr. Roskos was a
i “""dmln.
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Obituary of father John Roskos - “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Tuesday 6 Aug 1929 p 17

Mother:

Obituary of mother Susan - “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 10 Jun 1931 p 15

Siblings:



12

Obituary of brother John Andrew Roskds —A‘“AR_aBid City (SD) Journal” Monday 15 Nov 1943 p
2

Name: George Thomas Roskos

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - corporal

Serial number: 251,012

Entered service from: Marinette, Marinette WI

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: George Thomas Roskos

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John Roskos, 214 Water St., Marinette WI
Returned from war on: 'Virginian" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: George T. Roskos
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Roskos, 213 Water St., Marinette WI (pvt, Co.
B, 107 Supply Train)

World War | draft registration (1917):\ as George Thomas Roskos - b. 6 Aug 1894 Marinette
WI; res: 471 Pearl, Kenosha WI. Single. Laborer, American Brass, Kenosh WI. Medium
height, slender build.

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1217 Elizabeth Ave., Marinette WI (1939
NTSA & 1955 WI Survivors)

World War Il draft registration (1942): as George Thomas Roskos - b. 6 Aug 1894 Marinette
WI; res: 1217 Elizabeth Ave., Marinette WI. NOK Mrs. Helene Roskos, same address.
Employed at US Post Office Department, Marinette WI. Height: 5’9” — 160 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 15Jul 1917

Discharged: 29 May 1919

Address: 1006 Elizabeth Ave., Marinette WI
Rank/unit: private, Co. B, 107" Supply Train

Birth & death:

Born: 6 Aug 1894 Marinette, Marinette Co. WI

Died: 21 May 1978 Marinette, Marinette Co. WI

Find A Grave record: 122466584 — presence on Tuscania indicated in flower
Burial location: Marinette, Marinette WI

Cemetery: Forest Home

Tombstone:

Father: John Roskos, 1861 Austria — 3 Aug 1929 Marinette, Marinette WI. Buried in Forest
Home Cemetery, Marinette, Marinette WI.
Find A Grave: 122466586

Mother: Susan --- Roskos, 1871 Austria — 6 Jun 1931 Marinette, Marinette WI. Buried in
Forest Home Cemetery, Marinette, Marinette WI.

Find A Grave: 122466587

Parents’ marriage:

Spouse: Helen Hass Roskos, 8 Apr 1892 Marinette, Marinette WI [also found as 13 Apr
1891]- 14 Dec 1969 Marinette, Marinette WI. Daughter of Martin Hass & Amanda Lauch.
WI birth record spells name Helene M. Hass. Buried in Forest Home Cemetery, Marinette,
Marinette WI.

Spouse Find A Grave: 122466585

Marriage:

Child:
o Thomas George Roskos, 4 Aug 1925 Marinette, Marinette WI - 10 Feb 1989 Crystal River,
Citrus FL. Married Irene Lucas (1928-1978) with whom he had 4 children. On 14 Apr 1985 in
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Sarasota Co. FLto Anne Marie Pickens Baity (14 Jul 1932 - 18 Dec 2008, SSN 262-48-0085),
his surviving widow. Marie was the daughter of H.H. Pickens & had married Fred A. Baity Jr.
on 18 Jan 1954 in FL. Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Inverness, Citrus FL. F: 223677507

Siblings:

e John Andrew Roskos, 19 Nov 1891 Luzerne, Luzerne PA — 14 Nov 1943 Rapid City,
Pennington SD. Moved in 1911 to Rapid CITY SD & worked for Dakota Power Co. for 26
years, then for Rapid Electric, then bought the Coast-to-Coast store in Belle Fourche SD.
Married in 1913 in Rapid City, Pennington SD to Margaret A. Gilles (1894-1987, F:
37834075). Buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, Rapid City, Pennington SD. F: 37834071

e Mary Susan Roskos Hass, 29 Apr 1900 Marinette, Marinette Wi - 31 Dec 1983 Marinette,
Marinette WI. Wife of Frank Peter Hass (1896-1974, F: 121421665), the son of Ignatius Hass
& Rose Manshefsky. Buried in Forest Home Cemetery, Marinette, Marinette WI. F:
121421710

Notes:

Pre-war:

Wartime:

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 396-44-4045
Censuses:

1900 Marinette, Marinette Wil - 111 Water St.

John ROSSKOSH, 43 Austria, Feb 1857, parents b. Austria, emigrated 1884, in US for 16
years, papers filed, married 9 years, common laborer

Susie, 35 Austria, May 1865, parents b. Austria, emigrated 1891, in US for 9 years, gave
birth to 3 children, 3 are living

John, 8 PA, Nov 1892, student

George, 5 WI, Aug 1895 WI

Mary, 1 month WI, Apr 1900

1910 Marinette, Marinette WI - 207 Water St.

John Roskos, 48 Austria/Slovenia, parents b. Austria/Slovenia, in 1°* marriage, married 19
years, laborer, planing mill

Susa, 38 Austria/Slovenia, parents b. Austria/Slovenia, in 15 marriage, gave birth to 3
children, 3 are living

John, 18 PA, meter reader, electric light company

George, 15 WI
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Mary, 9 WI

1920 Marinette, Marinette W| — Water St.

John Roskos, 58 Slovakland, parents b. Slovakland, emigrated 1882, naturalized 1906,
laborer, lumber yard

Suzan, 48 Slovakland, emigrated 1890, naturalized 1906, parents b. Slovakland
George, 25 WI, laborer, lumber yard

Mary, 9 WI, cashier, department store

1930 Marinette, Marinette Wl - 1217 Elizabeth Ave.

George T. Roskos, 37 WI, parents b. Austria, age 30 at 1°* marriage, mail carrier, city —
Marinette, veteran? —yes

Helen, 38 WI, parents b. Germany

Thomas George, 4 WI

1940 Marinette, Marinette Wil - 1217 Elizabeth Ave.- the Roskos family in the same house in
1935, the maid in the same place in 1935

George P. Roskos, 45 WI, mail carrier, postal service

Helen, 47 WI

Thomas, 14 WI

& maid Agnes Bomber, 39 WI, single, servant in private home

1950 Marinette, Marinette WI - 1217 Elizabeth Ave.- this page’s data was entered by
George’s son Thomas on 10 Apr 1950 in his job as census taker

George T. Roskos, 55 Wi, parents b. Austria, letter carrier, US Post Office department
Helen E. 58 WI

Thomas G., 24 WI, single, census enumerator, US Census Bureau



