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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Roessler, Raymond Leonard 

1895 KS – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQG7-MD2M 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQG7-MD2M
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KJ-

9?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHQ-71PB 
 

 
“Isabel (KS) Herald” Friday 16 Nov 1906 p 4 
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“Kingman (KS) Journal” Friday 3 May 1907 p 3 
 
 

 
[list continues] 

“Medicine Lake (KS) Cresset” Thursday 19 Jun 1913 p 1 
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“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 10 Mar 1915 p 1 
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[list continues] 

“Medicine Lake (KS) Cresset” Thursday 19 Aug 1915 p 1 
 

 
“Kingman (KS) Journal” Friday 28 Jul 1916 p 8 

 

 
“Kingman (KS) Journal” Friday 16 Feb 1917 p 4 
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[and from page 6:] 

 
“Topeka (KS) Daily Capital” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Lyons (KS) Republican” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 

 
“Great Bend (KS) Tribune” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2 

 



9 
 

 

 



10 
 

 

 

 
“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Columbus (KS) Modern Lights” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Meade (KS) Globe” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Concordia (KS) Empire” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Coldwater (KS) Talisman” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Kingman (KS) Journal” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Kingman (KS) Leader Courier” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Now declared dead, the only Kansan – “Salina (KS) Daily Union” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Topeka (KS) State Journal” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 12 Feb 1919 p 4 
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Sibling: 
 
 
 

 

 
Brother Harold Orlando Roessler (1894-1975) “Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) 

Wednesday 26 May 1915 p 1 
 
 
 

 
Harold’s 18th birthday – “Kingman (KS) Leader Courier” Thursday 11 Jun 1912 p 7 
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“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 4 Jul 1917 p 1 

 

 
“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 30 Oct 1917 p 7 

 

 
“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 23 Jan 1918 p 8 

 

 
Meanwhile, Harold waits for new of his brother Raymond on Tuscania – “Barber County 

Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 30 Jan 1918 p 8 
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“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 17 Apr 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 24 Apr 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 22 May 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Barber County Index” (Medicine Lodge KS) Wednesday 29 May 1918 p 8 
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“Valley News” (Lamont OK) Thursday 13 Nov 1924 p 1 

 

 
Obituary of Harold Roessler’s wife Blanche Batty Roessler – “Hutchinson (KS) News” 

Tuesday 17 Jul 1973 p 12 
 
 
 
 

          



22 
 

 

 
Name:  Raymond Leonard Roessler 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until after 
the sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Raymond died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Medicine Lodge, Barber KS 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Raymond Roessler 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Sam J. Roessler, Medicine Lodge KS 
Body not recovered – missing in action. 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Raymond Leonard Roessler - b. 17 Oct 1895 
National KS; res: Medicine Lodge OK. Single. Farm employee, A.L. Easton, Oklahoma Co. 
OK. Short & slender. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born: 17 Oct 1895 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 
Enlistment & discharge dates not given 
Address:  Medicine Lodge KS 
Rank/unit:    private, 165th Depot Brigade, 40th Co., Camp Travis Detachment 2 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  17 Oct 1895 National KS  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania (name on plaque - missing in action - from OK)   
Find A Grave record: 55953999 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Suresnes, Departement des Hauts-de-Seine, Ile-de-France, France  
Cemetery:  Suresnes American Cemetery & Memorial   
Tombstone:  name on plaque of the missing - from OK 
 
Father:  Samuel James Roessler, 13 Dec 1868 Shelbyville, Shelby IL – 18 Jan 1952 Medicine 
Lodge, Barber KS. Son of Andrew J. Roessler (1824-1909) & Elizabeth Strohl (1842-1874). 
Buried in Highland Cemetery, Medicine Lodge, Barber KS. 
Find A Grave:  78025907 
 
Mother: Nellie Estella Brattain Roessler, Oct 1872 IN – Oct 1948 Medicine Lodge, Barber 
KS. Daughter of Benjamin Franklin Brattain & Hannah E. Nicholson. Buried in Highland 
Cemetery, Medicine Lodge, Barber KS. 
Find A Grave:  78025877 
Parents’ marriage:  16 Nov 1892 Medicine Lodge, Barber KS. 
 
Spouse: not married 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
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Children: 
 
Sibling:  

• Harold Orlando Roessler, 7 Jan 1894 KS – 11 Dec 1975 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. 
Married 17 Nov 1917 in Woodward, Woodward OK to Blanche Agnes Batty (1893-1973, F: 
78025931). Buried in Highland Cemetery, Medicine Lodge, Barber KS. F: 78026025 

 
Half-siblings: mentioned in the 1918 newspaper article above as living in the Columbus, 
Cherokee KS area – but no linkage has been discovered 

• Miss Roessler 
• Mrs. W.E. Winter 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Kingman [KS] Journal" 15 Feb 1918 p 1 & "Barber County Index" (Medicine Lodge KS) 13 
Feb 1918 p 1 & 20 Feb 1918 p 1 - resident of Medicine Lodge KS, son of Mr. & Mrs. Sam J. 
Roessler, who lived at Nashville for years & spent his boyhood there. The family now lives 
near Forest City, Barber Co. KS (or a short distance NW of Medicine Lodge). Raymond went 
to Idaho in 1916 & bought a home. Enlisted 2 Dec 1917 in a lumberjack company. As of 20 
Feb 1918, not on dead or alive list. 
 
 "Columbus (KS) Modern Light" 14 Feb 1918 p 5 - half-brother of Miss Roessler & Mrs. W.E. 
Winter 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Valley, Barber KS 
Sam ROESSELER, 31 IL, Dec 1868, parents b. OH, married 8 years, farmer 
Nellie, 27 IN, Oct 1872, father b. IN, mother b. OH, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Harold, 6 KS, Jan 1894 
Raymond, 4 KS, Oct 1895 
 
 


