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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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1896 WI – 1972 WI 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQGM-7BMM 

 
Obituary of Leslie Albert Roessler – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 7 Mar 

1972 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 15 May 1928 p 20 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 15 Dec 1927 p 23 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 24 Feb 1928 p 13 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 3 Feb 1940 p 3 

 
 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 4 Apr 1945 p 11 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 25 Oct 1945 p8 

 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 18 Feb 1947 p 11 
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Fort Atkinson WI election results – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 2 Apr 1947 p 

17 
 
 

 
[article continues] 

“Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Thursday 24 Feb 1949 p 13 
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“Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 28 Jun 1950 p 1 
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Appointed to Fort Atkinson WI city council – “Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Saturday 17 Mar 

1951 p 7 
 

 
“Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Tuesday 4 May 1954 p 8 
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“Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 27 Dec 1961 p 2 

 
 

 
Wife: 
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Marriage of Leslie Albert Roessler & Cathryn Mary Valerius on 21 Jul 1920 in First 

Congregational Church, Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison 
WI) Sunday 25 Jul 1920 p 9 

 
 

Child: 
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https://www.dunlapmemorialhome.com/obituary/742774 
 
 

https://www.dunlapmemorialhome.com/obituary/742774
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Engagement of daughter Valerie Roessler to Mark Hoard Kerschensteiner, great-grandson 
of WI Gov. William Dempster Hoard – “Wisconsin State Journal” Wednesday 28 Apr 1943 p 

10 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 30 Nov 1943 p 9 
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Mark’s surname becomes Jerschensteiner & Terschensteiner instead of the correct 

Kerschensteiner – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 3 Dec 1943 p 11 
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Great-grandfather of Valerie Roessler’s husband Mark Kerschensteiner was William 

Dempster Hoard, the governor of Wisconsin 1889-1891 -  
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS518 
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Obituary of son-in-law Mark Kerschensteiner (1921-2019) – “Wisconsin State Journal” 
(Madison WI) Saturday 17 Jul 2010 p 6 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Edwin C. Roessler – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 10 

Oct 1952 p 4 
 
 

 

 
 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/800761:2544 

 
 

Stepmother: 
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Obituary of Hulda Clemens Roessler - “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 20 

Oct 1936 p 5 
      
 

Half-siblings: 
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Obituary of half-brother Herbert John Roessler (1910-2008) - 
https://www.wdtimes.com/obituaries/article_71f4ccaa-e425-546d-98ba-
bbbe1adc43fe.html 
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Obituary of half-brother Elmer W. Roessler (1912-1994) – “Wisconsin State Journal” 

(Madison WI) Tuesday 7 Jun 1994 p 6 
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Name:  Leslie Albert Roessler 
Name variations:  Lea  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,853 
Entered service from:  Jefferson, Jefferson WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leslie A. Roessler 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father E.C. Roessler, Jefferson WI 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Leslie L. Roessler 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Edwin C. Roessler, Jefferson WI (pvt, 18th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry)  - https://www.fold3.com/image/604461107 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Leslie Albert Roessler - b. 28 Feb 1896 Jefferson 
WI; res: Jefferson, Jefferson WI. Single. Student, U of WI. A private in U of WI Corps of 
Cadets Infantry. Claimed exemption from draft: “two years in chemistry course.” Tall & 
slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 315 Clarence, Fort Atkinson WI (1939 
NTSA & 1955 WI Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Leslie Albert Roessler, b. 28 Feb 1896 Jefferson 
WI; res: Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI. Mailing address: 315 Clarence St., Fort Atkinson WI. 
NOK Mrs. Cathryn Roessler at the 315 Clarence address. Employed by self at 113 W. 
Sherman Ave., Fort Atkinson WI. “scar on 1st toe on left foot” – Height: 5’11” – 182 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  307 Clarence St., Fort Atkinson WI 
Rank/unit:    private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Feb 1896 Jefferson, Jefferson WI  
Died: 5 Mar 1972 Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI (in a local hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 97086659  - presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI 
Cemetery:  Evergreen 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Edwin Carl Roessler, 3 Jun 1870 Jefferson Co. WI – 9 Oct 1952 Fort Atkinson, 
Jefferson WI. Son of Johan Simson Roessler (F: 9359712) & Fredericka Adler (F: 9359713). 
Buried in Union Cemetery, Jefferson, Jefferson WI. 
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Find A Grave:  9390977 
 
Mother: Ottilie Katharina (“Tillie”) Puerner Roessler, 25 Aug 1870 Jefferson, Jefferson WI – 
25 Jul 1897 Jefferson, Jefferson WI. Daughter of Johann Andreas Puerner & Anna Barbara 
Riess. Buried in Union Cemetery, Jefferson, Jefferson WI. 
Find A Grave:  9390985 
Parents’ marriage:  7 Jan 1895 Jefferson Co. WI 
 
Stepmother: Hulda A. Clemens Roessler, 25 Apr 1880 Jefferson, Jefferson WI – 17 Oct 1936 
Jefferson, Jefferson WI. Daughter of Wilhelm & Louisa Clemens. She & Edwin had sons 
Herbert & Elmer Roessler. Buried in Union Cemetery, Jefferson, Jefferson WI. 
Stepmother Find A Grave: 9390980 
Stepmother’s marriage: 17 Dec 1903  
 
Spouse:  Cathryn Mary Valerius Roessler, 8 Jul 1897 WI – 16 Jun 1978 Fort Atkinson, 
Jefferson WI. Daughter of Theodore Valerius & May E. Vandenburgh. Buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  97086674 
Marriage: 21 Jul 1920 Jefferson, Jefferson Co. WI – in the First Congregational Church 
 
Child:  

• Valerie Roessler Kerschensteiner, 2 Dec 1922 Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI (according to Find 
A Grave & her obituary but in Chicago, Cook IL according to IL birth record)  – 18 Sep 2010 
Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI. Married 27 Nov 1943 in Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI to Mark 
Hoard Kerschensteiner (1921-2010, F: 95894404), son of Mark J. Kerschensteiner & Shirley 
Hoard. Mark’s great-grandfather was the 16th governor of WI, William Dempster Hoard, who 
also founded the magazine “Hoard’s Dairyman.” Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Fort 
Atkinson, Jefferson WI. F: 95894424 

 
Sibling:  

• Raymond O. Roessler, 21 Feb 1895 Jefferson Co. WI – 3 May 1913 Jefferson, Jefferson WI. 
Buried in Union Cemetery, Jefferson, Jefferson WI. F: 9390992 

 
Half-siblings: by his father’s 2nd marriage, to Hulda Clemens. A sibling had died before the 
1910 census as Hulda reports giving birth to 1 child but none are living/ 

• Herbert John Roessler, 1 May 1910 Jefferson, Jefferson WI – 11 Dec 2008 Lake Mills, 
Jefferson WI. Married Caroline Virginia Bare (1921-1993, F: 11651038), the daughter of 
Reuben Bare & Louise Ida Emilie Babst, in 1952. Buried in Rock Lake Cemetery, Lake Mills, 
Jefferson WI. F: 11651039 

• Elmer William (“Chic”/”Chick”) Roessler, 11 Jul 1912 Jefferson, Jefferson WI – 5 Jun 1994 
Lake Mills, Jefferson WI (at his home). Married 10 Jun 1955 in Lake Mills, Jefferson WI to 
Lucille M. Hafenstein, b. 1 Feb 1931, F: 11651114. Her side of their tombstone is blank (as 
of 21 Sep 2022). Buried in Rock Lake Cemetery, Lake Mills, Jefferson WI. F: 11651115 

 
Notes:  
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Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Watertown (WI) News” Monday 20 Aug 1917 p 3 – “Men Called in Third Draft Jefferson 
Co.” reports that Leslie A. Roessler of Jefferson WI is to report for his physical examination 
on 23 Aug 1917 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette" WI 28 Jun 1950 p1 - candidate for Jefferson Co. WI sheriff, 
owner of Ft. Atkinson WI bakery, resident of 315 Clarence St., Ft. Atkinson WI. Tuscania 
survivor.  
 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) 7 Mar 1972 p 4 – died at age 76. Former Jefferson 
County WI board member. Married Cathryn Valerius in 1920, Attended U of WI. Operated 
former Barker Bakery (Ft. Atkinson WI) over 30 years. WWI veteran. Ft. Atkinson justice of 
the peace, member of American Legion& VFW. Survived by wife Cathryn, daughter, 2 half-
brothers. Funeral 8 Mar 1972  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Jefferson, Jefferson WI 
Simpson Roessler, 66 Germany, Aug 1833, parents b. Germany, married 43 years, 
emigrated 1863, in US for 37 years, merchant 
Fredericka, 64 Germany, Oct 1835, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are 
living [this is written on the line for Edwin] [wife] 
Nora, 23 WI, Mar 1877, single, housekeeper [daughter] 
Edwin, 29 WI, Jun 1870, parents b. Germany, widowed, tailor [son] 
Raymond, 5 WI, Feb 1895, at school [son, but son of Edwin, not Simson’s] 
Leslie, 4 WI, Feb 1896 [son, but son of Edwin, not Simson’s] 
 
1905 WI state census – Jefferson, Jefferson WI 
Edwin Roessler, 35 WI, tailor 
Hulda, 25 WI 
Raymond, 10 WI 
Leslie, 9 WI 
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1910 Jefferson, Jefferson WI 
Edwin Roessler, 39 WI, parents b. Germany, in 2nd marriage, tailor, own shop 
Hulda, 39 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 7 years [no entry on line for 
Edwin], given birth to 1 child, none are living 
Raymond, 15 WI 
Leslie, 14 WI 
 
1920 Jefferson, Jefferson WI – much of the page is too faint to read, especially occupations 
Edwin C. KOESSLER, 49 WI, parents b. Germany 
Hulda, 38? 48? WI, parents b. Germany 
Lesley, 23 WI 
Herberd, 9 WI 
Almar/Almas, 7 WI 
 
1930 Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI – 315 Clarence St. 
Leslie A. Roessler, 34 WI, parents b. WI, age 23 at 1st marriage, proprietor, bakery, WWI 
veteran 
Cathryn, 32 WI, parents b. WI, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Valerie, 7 WI 
 
1940 Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI – 315 Clarence St.- same house in 1935 
Leslie A. Roessler, 44 WI, proprietor, retail wholesale bakery 
Catheryn, 44 WI 
Valerie, 17 WI 
& mother-in-law Mary Valerius [indexed as ueekrins], 67 WI, widow 
 
1950 Fort Atkinson, Jefferson WI 
Leslie A. Roessler, 54 WI 
Cathryn M., 52 WI 
[no occupations are listed] 
 
 


