DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Rockett, William Laurence
1894 NY - 1951 NY



Obituary of William Laurence Rockett — “Mamaroneck (NY) Daily Times” Thursday 29 Nov
1951 p 1



Rockett, Williamoc 250,201 %I; 4

(Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial number) (Race: White or colored)
Residence: Grove St Mt _Kisco TEW ¥ORK
(Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)
g
*Enlisted in R4 Mineola TY 5 Dec 8/17 _
tBorn in Catoma XY - 23 10/19 yPS

Organizstions 215 ser Sq 2 Purswit /Gr AS to disch

Grades: FPvt

Engagements:

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None.

1Served overseas: Jun 24/18 to Apr 11/19 —

§ Hon. disch. Apr 16/1¢ on demobilization o8
Was reported 0 per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.
Remarks: g .

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808 1120704930 _05
21-00440?pld=414691
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CHECK TYPE REQUIRED ‘ APPLICATION FOR HEADSTONE OR MARKER
‘natructions atidehed) (Pleese make out and return in duplicate)
[] UPRIGHT MARBLE HEADSTONE Tw—"'“WT}?‘ L EMBLEM (Check one)
o O AT mareie marcer Decenber é 19_7 %50210 B cumismian
4 K] FLAT GRANITE MARKER mum 10N No. O esnew
e M g S 16580020 S
NAME (Laat, Biral, Middle Initial) ATE COMPANY
P P / M_' Private Zlﬁ/keré/Squ{
_&g&_@t}_, William L. U. 5. REGIMENT, STATE GRGANIZATION, AND DIVISION
= Y AR
DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) T DATE OF DEATH (AMonth, Doy, Yeer <13 Aero Squad. il
T2-2-1894 | 11-28-51
| “NAME OF CEMETERY | ocaTion (City and
Beechwood New Rochelle, New York
SHIP TO (umnm 'm?n“rm:;_m“mm-nm Wmmm!ﬁﬁm
N & New Rochelle, New York
N e zﬂﬁ* POST OFFICE ADDRESS OF CoNSIGNEE ¢ /o Vet, Div., DFCW
b J?@n&mm 50 Weyman Avenue, New Rochelle, N. Y.
DO NOT WRITE HERE | certify this application is submitted for a stone for the unmarked grave of a veteran,
FOR VERIFICATION 3 | hereby agree to assume all responsibliity for the removal of the stone promptly upon
~y APRZ z s& arrival tination, and rly place It at decadent’s grave at my expense.
1N, CHEMSORD, MASS. avc s 1982 ' :
» / \ 6680036 s DATE OF APPLICATION
LW ADDRESS (Street, Cigy, Stae) J Z - /F/ er J
4 H 03 T2 lLosr [, NEwW loersgls

e R LY T VER oA



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0521-00440?pId=414691
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0521-00440?pId=414691

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1481040:2375

William L Rockett

in the New York, U.S., Death Index, 1852-1956

Mame:  William L Rockett
Age: 57
Birth Date: abt 1894
Death Date; 28 Nowv 1851
Death Place: Mamaroneck, New York, USA
Certificate Number: 72172
' \

’a}u RuCKWOUD WILL AN CoLONIE 65 1]420 a4 20 21629|@
Le30 KOCKETT #FILL AN LiMAMARONEC 57 142011 28 72172
{231 ResTIve DOMENIC .ALuION ]'13 1{422 7 29 44911
auluucunow ALED A M PLATISBUK ! 57 1|420 7 14 415944
232 |KICKETTS AnASTASI iumno‘u |57 1i19;; 2 25 12071

! | Jiz

https //www.ancestry. com/|mageV|ewer/collect|ons/61535/|mages/47952 554226-
012427treeid=58869450&personid=30080762663&hintid=&queryld=57a048c45509a6662
6883c7507ecb33e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB50620&_phstart=successSource&usePUB)
s=true&pld=146302

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1

:1:WQKH-M6MM



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1481040:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQKH-M6MM

William apparently acting for the interests of his mother-in-law Julia Smith - “Mamaroneck
(NY) Daily Times” Friday 26 May 1950 p 10



Wife:

1983 p 4

TENANTS FOR MT. KISCO HOMES,

Julla Beverley lligxens has leased
at Mount Kisco for Miss Lillllan B.
Davis, her house on Mountain avenue,
to Hutcheson Page of Vermont ; for Mra.
Willlam Rockett her house on QGrove
street to Brill of New York, and
for Mrs.. J. Thorn her house on West
Maln street to Louis Chapin of Brook-
lyn for one year

“New York Herald” Tuesday 30 Apr 1918 p 11

William L. Rockett

in the New York State, Marriage Index, 1881-1967



mMame:  William L. Rockett
Gender: Male
Marriage Date: 12 Aug 1916
Marriage Place:  Rye., New York, USA
Spouse: Elizabeth G. Smith
Certificate Number: 22751

Records Sharing Name
Certificate Number.

William L. Rockett
Elizabeth G. Smith

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:0OtherRecord&rhSource=618
43



https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843

FOUR-FOOT FALL
FROM LADDER IS
FATALTO MAN, 73

Town Of Mamaroneck Resident
Dies After In
New Rochelle Factory

A fall of less than four feet from
& ladder in the stock room of the
W. A. Case and Sons Manufacturing
Company at 115 Cedar street, New
Rochelle, caused the death Wednes.
day afternoon of Henry . Smith, 78,

maroneck.
AltKough the aged man fell less
~ than four feet, he sustained a frae-
" fure at the base of the skull, & frac.
ture of the left eollarbone and frac-
fures of the first, second, third and
curth ribs,

aceldent  happened at 2:85
o'tlock but pollce were not nolified
untll Smith died three hours later
at the New Rochelle Nuospial,

: 185 Boston Post road, Town of |

'-——————-v-——-—-—r

—

: _ A ,
Obituary of father-in-law, Henry C. Smith, died 6 Aug 1930, buried Beechwoods Cemetery —

According to the results of an in
vestigation condurted this morning
by Deteetives William Mancus! and

ce Kelly, Smith had placed a
‘Mo: Iadder between tws “cubby
Boles” In the Case stoek room and)
then had placed a narrow board Lhe |
length of the ladder. He wus walking |
on this when, for some reason neot |
get determined, he lost his balance
and fell,

He war discovered within
_ minutes by an employe of the

who called the doctor and then
the hospital

Mr. Smith was born n New York
City, May 1, 1857, a sun of the late
 Chtistopher and Christina Smith and
Bad lived in the 1own of Mamaroneck
for the past A5 years,

Mr. Smith had been with the (ane
Company for about five years. For
. merly he was connected with  the
Jones Speedometer Company, at the
same location. As a teamater, he alvo
worked for the Knickerbocker Pronn
“for & number of years
. Burviving are the widew Juls |

five

com

AWitthoff) and twe ohildren, Harn
Smith, Jamaicn and Mrs. Willam
m‘. of Mount Kisco M

was & member of the I"ono-'
of America
Paneral service: will be held w
the late heme, 185 Hoston Post rowd.’
grow at 3 p. m., with the Rev
jol M. Welton, whe s in charge
of Trinity Church while the rector
Dr. Paul Gordon Faveur, Is on vacs
tlon, ofciating. The interment wil
be in Beechwoods Cemetery.

“Mamaroneck (NY) Daily Times” Friday 8 Aug 1930 p 2

Father

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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Death of father William Rockett on 2 Jul 1900 in Bedford, Westchester NY -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSG8-
RBYK?cc=2803479&personaUrl=0%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQG5W-7TLD

Mother
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2375676:8800?tid=&pid=&queryld=5f49147381e21c05968cdbe1f093a536 &
_phsrc=hFB50637&_phstart=successSource
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59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY - https://www.illow.com/homedetails/59-rove-St-Mount-
Kisco-NY-10549/33106086_zpid/

Name: William Laurence Rockett

Name variations: Lawrence

Military:

On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private

Serial number: 250,201

Entered service from: Mount Kisco, Westchester NY

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: William L. Rockett

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Elizabeth G. Rockett, 59 Grove St., Mt. Kisco NY
Returned from war on: "Rotterdam" Apr 1919

Sailed on return ship as: William L. Rockett

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Elizabeth D. Rockett, c/o Mrs. J.L. Smith,
Boston Post Rd., New Rochelle NY (PFC, 213th Aero Sq)

World War | draft registration (1917): as William Laurence Rickett - b. 2 Feb 1894 Katonah
NY; res: Mount Kisco, Westchester NY

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 69 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY - listed as
William LAWRENCE Rockett

World War Il draft registration (1942): as William Lawrence Rockett - b. 2 Feb 1894
Katonah NY; res: Bloomerside-Peach Lake, North Salem NY. NOK wife Elizabeth G.
Rockett.
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Veterans Administration Military Index: as William LAWRENCE Rockett
Enlisted: 8 Dec 1917

Discharged: 16 Apr 1919

Address: 59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY

Rank/unit: private, 213" Aero Squadron, Spec Cas Co

Birth & death:

Born: 2 Feb 1894 Katonah, Westchester NY, NY (

Died: 28 Nov 1951 Mamaroneck, Westchester NY

Find A Grave record: 188308490 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower
Burial location: New Rochelle, Westchester NY

Cemetery: Beechwoods

Tombstone: veteran tombstone application: veteran flat: NY, Pvt, 213th Aero Squadron

Father: William Rockett, Jul 1865 NY (1900 census) — 2 Jul 1900 Bedford, Westchester NY.
Son of William Rockett & Mary Fitzpatrick. The 1900 census (conducted 26 Jun 1900) listed
him as an invalid.

Find A Grave:

Mother: Helene Wolfe Rockett, Dec 1868 NY (1900 census) — Aug 1909 (last will &
testament) NY.

Find A Grave:

Parents’ marriage:

Spouse: Elizabeth Gertrude Smith Rockett, 10 Jan 1894 New Rochelle, Westchester NY -3
Apr 1983 Peekskill, Westchester NY. Daughter of Henry C. Smith, son of Christoph Smith &
Christine Sperber. & Julia L. Witthoff, daughter of Frank Witthoff (1837-1912) &Anna
Margaret Kaiser (1829-1897).

In the 1915 NY state census, 21-year-old Elizabeth lived with her parents in Mamaroneck,
Westchester NY.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Marriage: 12 Aug 1916 in Rye Co. NY

Children:
Siblings:
Notes:

Do not confuse (as Ancestry.com presumably does with siblings and other data) with
William Laurence Rockett, b. 2 Jul 1894 or 1898 & died 1959, F: 2800917.



14

Pre-war:

1913 Peekskill NY city directory:
Rockett, William, resident of 7 S. Field

1914 White Plains NY city directory:
Rockett, William L., forester, resident of 59 Grove St.

Wartime:

“New York Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 14 — “List of Tuscania Survivors” includes
Rockett, William L., 59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY

“New York Times” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 12 - among the New Yorkers saved: Rockett,
William L., private, wife Elizabeth Rockett, Mount Kisco NY

Post-war:

When William L. Rockett sailed from Havana, Cuba, to NY in 1927, he gave his birth
information as 2 Feb 1894 Katonah NY. He arrived in NYC 8 Feb 1927 aboard "Siboney."
Resident of 59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY

Obituary:
Social Security number:
Censuses:

1900 Bedford, Westchester NY —conducted 26 Jun 1900 - his father dies 2 Jul 1900
William Rockett, 34 NY, Jul 1865, parents b. NY, married 9 years, invalid

Helen Rockett, 31 NY, Dec 1868, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living
William L., 6 NY, Feb 1894

1905 NY state census — Bedford, Westchester NY
Lena Wolf, 55 US, hotel keeper

Lena Rocket, 35 US, helper [daughter]

Willie Rocket, 11 US, at school [grandson]

& brother-in-law David Wolf, 34 Ireland, bar tender

1910 Bedford, Westchester NY — Grove St. — conducted 18 Apr 1910

Helena Wolfe, 60 Germany, widow, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living, own income
Helana Rockett, 41 NY, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living [daughter]
William L. Rockett, 16 NY, parents b. NY [grandson]
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& niece Florence M. Slant [Stewart?], 21 NY, parents b. NY, stenographer & typewriter,
broker’s office

1920 Bedford, Westchester NY - 59 Grove St.

William Rockett, 26 NY, parents b. NY, mechanic, auto garage
Elizabeth G. Rockett, 26 NY, parents b. NY [wife]

& servant Marry Roth, 59 NJ, widow

1925 NY state census — Bedford, Westchester NY — 59 Grove St.
Wm. L. [misread as Y.] RICKETT, 31 US, auto mechanic
Elizabeth, 31 US, housewife

1930 Mount Kisco, Westchester NY

Wm. L. Rockett, 36 NY, parents b. NY, age 22 at 1 marriage, proprietor, garage, veteran
status left blank for most entries on this page

Elizabeth G., 36 NY, parents b. NY, age 22 at 1°* marriage

1940 Mount Kisco, Westchester NY — 169 E. Main St. —in 1935 in same place
William Rockett, 46 NY, car dealer, own business
Elizabeth, 46 NY

1950 Mamaroneck, Westchester NY — Boston Post Rd.
William L. Rockett, 56 NY, salesman, magazines
Elizabeth G. Rockett, 56 NY

& mother-in-law Julia Smith, 80 NY



