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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Rockett, William Laurence 
1894 NY – 1951 NY 

 
 



2 
 

 

 
Obituary of William Laurence Rockett – “Mamaroneck (NY) Daily Times” Thursday 29 Nov 

1951 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_05
21-00440?pId=414691  
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0521-00440?pId=414691
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0521-00440?pId=414691
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1481040:2375 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61535/images/47952_554226-
01242?treeid=58869450&personid=30080762663&hintid=&queryId=57a048c45509a6662
6883c7507ecb33e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB50620&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJ

s=true&pId=146302 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQKH-M6MM 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1481040:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQKH-M6MM
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William apparently acting for the interests of his mother-in-law Julia Smith – “Mamaroneck 

(NY) Daily Times” Friday 26 May 1950 p 10 
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Wife: 

 

 
Obituary of Elizabeth G. Smith Rockett – “Mamaroneck (NY) Daily Times” Tuesday 5 Apr 

1983 p 4 
 

 
“New York Herald” Tuesday 30 Apr 1918 p 11 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=618
43 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61632&h=5717937&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
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Obituary of father-in-law, Henry C. Smith, died 6 Aug 1930, buried Beechwoods Cemetery – 

“Mamaroneck (NY) Daily Times” Friday 8 Aug 1930 p 2 
 
 

Father 
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Death of father William Rockett on 2 Jul 1900 in Bedford, Westchester NY - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSG8-
RBYK?cc=2803479&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQG5W-7TLD 

 
 

Mother 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2375676:8800?tid=&pid=&queryId=5f49147381e21c05968cdbe1f093a536&

_phsrc=hFB50637&_phstart=successSource
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59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY - https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/59-Grove-St-Mount-

Kisco-NY-10549/33106086_zpid/ 
 
 
Name: William Laurence Rockett 
Name variations:  Lawrence  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,201 
Entered service from:  Mount Kisco, Westchester NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William L. Rockett 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Elizabeth G. Rockett, 59 Grove St., Mt. Kisco NY 
Returned from war on: "Rotterdam" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William L. Rockett 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Elizabeth D. Rockett, c/o Mrs. J.L. Smith, 
Boston Post Rd., New Rochelle NY (PFC, 213th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as William Laurence Rickett - b. 2 Feb 1894 Katonah 
NY; res: Mount Kisco, Westchester NY 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  69 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY – listed as 
William LAWRENCE Rockett 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Lawrence Rockett - b. 2 Feb 1894 
Katonah NY; res: Bloomerside-Peach Lake, North Salem NY. NOK wife Elizabeth G. 
Rockett. 



13 
 

 

 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as William LAWRENCE Rockett 
Enlisted:  8 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  16 Apr 1919 
Address:  59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY 
Rank/unit:    private, 213th Aero Squadron, Spec Cas Co 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  2 Feb 1894 Katonah, Westchester NY, NY ( 
Died: 28 Nov 1951 Mamaroneck, Westchester NY 
Find A Grave record: 188308490 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  New Rochelle, Westchester NY 
Cemetery:  Beechwoods 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone application: veteran flat: NY, Pvt, 213th Aero Squadron  
 
Father:  William Rockett, Jul 1865 NY (1900 census) – 2 Jul 1900 Bedford, Westchester NY. 
Son of William Rockett & Mary Fitzpatrick. The 1900 census (conducted 26 Jun 1900) listed 
him as an invalid.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Helene Wolfe Rockett, Dec 1868 NY (1900 census) – Aug 1909 (last will & 
testament) NY.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Elizabeth Gertrude Smith Rockett, 10 Jan 1894 New Rochelle, Westchester NY – 3 
Apr 1983 Peekskill, Westchester NY. Daughter of Henry C. Smith, son of Christoph Smith & 
Christine Sperber.  & Julia L. Witthoff, daughter of Frank Witthoff (1837-1912) &Anna 
Margaret Kaiser (1829-1897). 
In the 1915 NY state census, 21-year-old Elizabeth lived with her parents in Mamaroneck, 
Westchester NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 12 Aug 1916 in Rye Co. NY 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
 
Do not confuse (as Ancestry.com presumably does with siblings and other data) with 
William Laurence Rockett, b. 2 Jul 1894 or 1898 & died 1959, F: 2800917. 
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Pre-war: 
 
1913 Peekskill NY city directory: 
Rockett, William, resident of 7 S. Field 
 
1914 White Plains NY city directory: 
Rockett, William L., forester, resident of 59 Grove St. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 14 – “List of Tuscania Survivors” includes 
Rockett, William L., 59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY 
 
“New York Times” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 12 – among the New Yorkers saved: Rockett, 
William L., private, wife Elizabeth Rockett, Mount Kisco NY 
 
Post-war: 
 
When William L. Rockett sailed from Havana, Cuba, to NY in 1927, he gave his birth 
information as 2 Feb 1894 Katonah NY. He arrived in NYC 8 Feb 1927 aboard "Siboney."  
Resident of 59 Grove St., Mount Kisco NY  
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Bedford, Westchester NY – conducted 26 Jun 1900 – his father dies 2 Jul 1900 
William Rockett, 34 NY, Jul 1865, parents b. NY, married 9 years, invalid 
Helen Rockett, 31 NY, Dec 1868, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
William L., 6 NY, Feb 1894  
 
1905 NY state census – Bedford, Westchester NY 
Lena Wolf, 55 US, hotel keeper 
Lena Rocket, 35 US, helper [daughter] 
Willie Rocket, 11 US, at school [grandson] 
& brother-in-law David Wolf, 34 Ireland, bar tender 
 
1910 Bedford, Westchester NY – Grove St. – conducted 18 Apr 1910 
Helena Wolfe, 60 Germany, widow, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living, own income 
Helana Rockett, 41 NY, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living [daughter] 
William L. Rockett, 16 NY, parents b. NY [grandson] 
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& niece Florence M. Slant [Stewart?], 21 NY, parents b. NY, stenographer & typewriter, 
broker’s office 
 
1920 Bedford, Westchester NY – 59 Grove St. 
William Rockett, 26 NY, parents b. NY, mechanic, auto garage  
Elizabeth G. Rockett, 26 NY, parents b. NY [wife] 
& servant Marry Roth, 59 NJ, widow 
 
1925 NY state census – Bedford, Westchester NY – 59 Grove St. 
Wm. L. [misread as Y.] RICKETT, 31 US, auto mechanic 
Elizabeth, 31 US, housewife 
 
1930 Mount Kisco, Westchester NY 
Wm. L. Rockett, 36 NY, parents b. NY, age 22 at 1st marriage, proprietor, garage, veteran 
status left blank for most entries on this page 
Elizabeth G., 36 NY, parents b. NY, age 22 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Mount Kisco, Westchester NY – 169 E. Main St. – in 1935 in same place 
William Rockett, 46 NY, car dealer, own business 
Elizabeth, 46 NY 
 
1950 Mamaroneck, Westchester NY – Boston Post Rd. 
William L. Rockett, 56 NY, salesman, magazines 
Elizabeth G. Rockett, 56 NY 
& mother-in-law Julia Smith, 80 NY 
 
 


