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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

WWI casualty 
Quinn, Robert Emmit 
1891 IL – 1918 France 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BZD-KVW2 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BZD-KVW2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9F2-

B?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-VXXM 
 

 
“Guymon (OK) Herald” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9F2-B?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-VXXM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9F2-B?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-VXXM
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“Guymon (OK) Herald” Thursday 28 Mar 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 17 Apr 1918 p 4 
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This article is published in numerous OK newspapers, including this one in the “Drummond (OK) 

Messenger” Thursday 25 Apr 1918 p 2 
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Robert was killed on 18 Jul 1918 not wounded – “Guymon (OK) Herald” Thursday 298 Aug 1918 p 1 
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“Guymon (OK) Tribune” Thursday 5 Oct 1922 p 1 
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“Hooker (OK) Advance” Friday 6 Oct 1922 p 1 

 

 
“Texhoma (OK) Times” Friday 6 Oct 1922 p 1 
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Card of thanks – “Guymon (OK) Tribune” Thursday 5 Oct 1922 p 5 

 
 
 
 

 
“Hutchinson (KS) News” Saturday 28 Oct 1922 p 17 
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Robert did not cling to wreckage for two days – “Guymon (OK) Daily Herald” Sunday 30 Apr 1961 p 6 
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http://www.opsu.edu/Offices/Foundation/Scholarship-

List/J/Jordan%20Quinn%20Post%201203%20VFW%20Scholarship.pdf 
      

Father: 
 



17 
 

 

 
Father Arthur Quinn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1196310/person/-

1975028326/media/04b290f7-db97-444b-90ae-f0a5f6ad8618 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1196310/person/-1975028326/media/04b290f7-db97-444b-90ae-f0a5f6ad8618
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1196310/person/-1975028326/media/04b290f7-db97-444b-90ae-f0a5f6ad8618
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Obituary of father Arthur Quinn – ‘Guymon (OK) Democrat” Thursday 16 Dec 1915 p 7 

 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Mary Jane Lee Quinn – “Monroe (WI) Evening Times” Thursday 1 Nov 1945 p 6 

    
Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Catherine A. Quinn Busch (1880-1949) – “Lubbock (T) Evening Journal” Friday 25 

Mar 1949 p 4 – her TX death record is at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/773173611:2272   
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Obituary of brother Michael/Mike Quinn (1887-1953) – “Boise City (ID) News” Thursday 9 Jul 1953 p 

1 -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1196310/person/-
1936279530/media/9429cb1f-7cf1-414c-b0a5-928e638348b5  
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TX death record of Robert’s sister, a Catholic religious sister – Sister Mary Antonina Quinn (1889-

1963) -https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23244237:2272  
 

Name:  Robert Emmit Quinn 
Name variations: Emmett - Emmet    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,568 
Entered service from: Guymon, Texas Co. OK   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Robert E. Quinn 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Mary Quinn, Guymon OK 
Returned from war on: could not locate ship name - body returned on 22 Oct 1922 to NY 
according to Guymon OK obituary 
Sailed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Robert Emmett (in top line, but signed Robert Emmet) 
Quinn - b. 3 Jun 1891 Elgin IL; res: Pueblo City, Pueblo Co. CO. Single. Steel-worker, C.F. & I. Co. 
Tall & slender. Note on 2nd page: “Haviland, Kans” 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born 3 Jun 1893 
Enlisted:  10 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  18 Jul 1918 
Died: 18 Jul 1918 
Address:  Guymon OK 
Rank/unit: private, Co. L, 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  3 Jun 1891 Elgin (Cook or Kane County) IL (Veterans Administration Military Index: 3 Jun 
1893) 
Died: 18 Jul 1918 France (of wounds)   
Find A Grave record: 10064022 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Guymon, Texas Co. OK 
Cemetery:  Elmhurst 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Oklahoma Pvt 9 Inf 2 Div  
 
Father:  Arthur Quinn, 24 Dec 1858 County King, Ireland – 9 Dec 1915 Guymon, Texas Co. 
OK. Son of Patrick Quinn & Sarah Smith. Died as a result of being thrown out of his wagon. 
Buried in Elmhurst Cemetery, Guymon, Texas Co. OK. 
Find A Grave:  10064021 
 
Mother: Mary Jane Lee, 10 Dec 1859 Blanchardville, Lafayette WI [also found as born in 
Ireland] – 21 Oct 1945 Guymon, Texas Co. OK. Daughter of Patrick Lee & Sarah Amanda 
Moore. Buried in Elmhurst Cemetery, Guymon, Texas Co. OK. 
Find A Grave:  10064013 
Parents’ marriage: 15 Jan 1879 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Catherine A. (Kate) Quinn Busch, 5 Dec 1880 Blanchardville, Lafayette WI – 25 Mar 1949 
Lubbock, Lubbock TX. Married 8 Feb 1899 in Pulaski Co. AR to Charles A. Busch (Sr.) (1871-
1960, F: 8101618). Buried in City of Lubbock Cemetery, Lubbock, Lubbock TX. F: 8101575 
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• Patrick Quinn, 19 Oct 1882 Adams, Green WI – 30 Dec 1944 Guymon, Texas Co. OK. 
Married 17 Sep 1905 in Janesville, Rock WI to Margaret Catherine McKillip (1883-1953, F: 
54479118). Buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery, Yellowstone, Lafayette WI. F: 54479110 

• Michael (Mike) Quinn, 17 Mar 1887 IL – 6 Jul 1953 Guymon, Texas Co. OK. Husband of Rosa 
King (1893-1979, F: 13145088). Buried in Elmhurst Cemetery, Guymon, Texas Co. OK. F: 
13145114 

• Mary (Mae) Quinn [Sister Mary Antonina], 5 May 1889 IL – 9 Jan 1963 San Antonio, Bexar TX. 
Became a Catholic religious sister in the order of the Sisters of Divine Providence. Died in 
Our Lady of the Lake Convent, 515 SW 24th St., San Antonio, Bexar TX. Buried in the Sisters 
of Divine Providence Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 83559818 

• Arthur Quinn. Mentioned in family obituaries. One Ancestry.com family tree says born ca. 
1890 & died ca. 1902, but he is not mentioned in the 1900 census. His mother Mary says in 
the 1900 census she has given birth to 4 children, with 4 living; named are Michael, May, 
Robert & James.  

• James Quinn, 18 Nov 1894 Elgin IL – 28 Feb 1970 Guymon, Texas Co. OK. Obtained 
marriage license on 17 Nov 1915 in Optima, Texas Co. OK with Laura Anna Marie Bartels 
(1893-1975, F: 10023401). Buried in Elmhurst Cemetery, Guymon, Texas Co. OK. F: 
10023415 

• Lee Quinn. Mentioned as a brother in family obituaries.  
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – on board Tuscania: Robert E. 
Quinn, mother Mrs. Mary Quinn, Guymon OK 
 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the saved: 
Robert E. Quinn, Guymon OK. 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Apr 1918 p 4 - Guymon resident rescued from Tuscania, 
on casualty list of 13 Apr 1918 as slightly wounded, this farmer-soldier had gone quickly from 
entering the Army in Dec 1917 to the battle lines in France. 
 
Post-war articles about his memorial service indicate he died 18 Jul 1918 in the battle of Soissons, 
either killed in action or died of wounds - but then he is mentioned on the casualty list of 3 Sep 
1918 as wounded (degree undetermined).  
 
Post-war: 
 
His body arrived in NY on 22 Oct 1922. 
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"Kismet (KS) Klipper" Thursday 19 Oct 1922 p 2 & other papers: fell in battle at Soissons, Robert 
Emmett Quinn. The American Legion Post at Guymon OK held a full military service last week. The 
entire community was present & many from nearby towns came. 
 
"Hutchinson (KS) News" 28 Oct 1922 p 17 - died serving in the 9th Inf., 2nd Div. His body was 
brought home last week from Europe. A Tuscania survivor who clung to a raft for hours, killed in 
action 18 Jul 1918 near Soissons. 
 
Namesake of the Quinn VFW Post in Guymon OK. Chartered 30 Nov 1934. Named the Jordan-
Quinn VFW Post #1203. No longer in operation. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Little Rock, Pulaski AR – 2114 W. 7th St. 
Arthur Quinn, 41 Ireland, Dec 1858, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1877, in US for 23 years, 
naturalized, married 20 years, railroad brakesman 
Mary, 40 WI, Dec 1859, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Michael, 13 IL, Mar 1887, at school 
May, 11 IL, May 1889, at school 
Robert, 7 IL, Jun 1892 
James, 5 IL, Nov 1894 
 
1910 Sledgeville, Texas Co. OK 
Arthur Quinn, [Quian], 50 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1877, papers filed, married 
30 years, farmer, general farm 
Mary J., 49 WI, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living 
Emmet R., 17 IL, farm laborer, home farm 
James, 15 IL, farm laborer, home farm 
 
 
 


